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PEEPACE. 



Those who havo seen the Poutioal Manuals of 1866 and 1867 will un- 
derstand the scope of this volnme, when told that, upon the same plan it 
continues the record from the date at which the latter^ Manual closed, April 
1, 1867, to July 15, 1868. This period has witnessed the complete develop- 
ment of the Congressional Plan of Beconstmction and the Bestoration of 
seyeral States under it. All the Yotes, Acts, Orders, and Papers connected 
therewith will be found gathered and appropriately classified. 

The volume contains an abstract of the various new Constitutions and of 
the Orders of the Commanders of the several Military Districts; the Yotes in 
Congress, State Legislatures, and at the polls on the various topics which 
have arisen; also the action of President Johnson, his Proclamations and 
Orders, the attempted Impeachment by the House of Bepresentatives, with the 
Articles, the Answer of the President, and the Judgment of the Senate; and 
copious Tables on Bevenue and Taxation, Estimates and Appropriations, 
Banks, Debt, Blections, &c. 

In it will also be found General Grant's Political Becord, including a full 
copy of his Testimony, before the Judiciary Committee, on Beconstmction ; 
his Correspondence with President Johnson on various subjects; his Politico- 
Military Orders, and his relations to Beconstruction. The usual lists of the 
Cabinet and Congress; the Yotes on Political Bills and Besolutions; the Ka- 
Uonal Platforms of 1852, 1856, 1860, 1864, and 1868, with the Letters of 
Acceptance of the Candidates of the two great parties; and a chapter of 
Genera] Political Miscellany, will, it is hoped, furnish every important politi- 
cal fact which fairly enters into the great political struggle before the 

country. 

BDWABD MoPHBBSON. 

Washdt GTOir, D. 0., JMy lfi» 1868. 
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XXIII. 



ORDERS, LETTERS, MfiSSAGE AND VOTES IN THE SENATE 

INSPECTING SECfiETARY STANTON. 



Bequeit fbr Xr. StantonU Beiig^natioxi and 
Beplj. 

1. — pbesident johnson to seoretaey stanton. 
Executive Mansion, 
Washington, Augmt 5, 1867. 
Sib : Public considerations of a hi^h character 
constrain me to sa^ that your resignation as 
Secretary of War will be accepted. 
Very respectfully, 

Andrew Johnson. 
To Hon. Edwin M. Stanton, 

Secretary of War. 

2. — BEOEBTAET STANTON TO PBESIDENT JOHNSON. 

War Department, 
Washington, August 5, 1867. 
Snt : Your note of this day has been received, 
stating that public considerations of a high char- 
acter constrain you to say that my resignation 
as Secretary of War will be accepted. 

In reply, I have the honor to say that public 
considerations of a high character, which alone 
have induced me to continue at the head of this 
Department, constrain me not to resign the office 
of Secretary of War before the next meeting of 
Congress. Very respectfully, yours, 

Edwin M. Stanton. 
To the President. 

Secretary Stanton's Saspeniion. 

3, — ^president JOHNSON TO SECRETARY STANTON. 

Executive Mansion, 
Washington, August 12, 1867 
Sir: By virtue of the power and authority 
. vested in me as President by the Constitution 
and laws of the United States, you are hereby 
suspended from office as Secretary of War, and 
will cease t6 exercise anv and all functions per- 
taining to the same. You will at once trans- 
fer to General Ulysses S. Grant, who has this 
day been authorized and empowered to act as 
Secretary of War ad interim, all records, books, 
papers, and other public property now in your 
custody and charge. 

Very respectfully, yours, 

Andrew Johnson. 
To Hon. Edwin M Stanton, 

Secretary of War, 



c — president johnson to general grant. 
Executive Mansion, 
Washington, August 12, 1867. 
fclE: Thehonorable Edwin M. Stanton having 
boen ihis day suspended as Secretary of War, you 
are hereby authorized and empowered to act as 
Secretary of War ad interim, and will at once 
enter upoii the discharge of the duties of that 
office. 

The Secretary of War has been instracted to 
transfer to you all records, books, papers, and 
other public property now in his custody and 
charge. Very respectfully, yours, 

Andrew Johnson. 
To General Ulysses S. Grant, 

Washington, D. C. 

5. — general grant to secretary stanton. 
Headq'rs Armies of the United States, 
Washington, D. C, August 12, 1867. 
Sir : Enclosed herewith I have the honor to 
transmit to you a copy of a letter just received 
from the President of the United States, notifying 
me of my assignment as Acting Secretary of War, 
and directing me to assume those duties at once. 
In notifying you of my acceptance, I cannot 
let the opportunity pass without expressing to 
you my appreciation of the zeal, patriotism, 
firmness, and ability with which you have ever 
discharged the duties of Secretary of War. 
With great respect, your obedient servant, 

U. S. Grant, Qtncral, 
To Hon. Edwin M. Stanton, 
Secretary of War. 

6. — secretary STANTON TO PRESIDENT JOHNSON. 

War Department, 
Washington City, August 12, 1867. 
Sir : Your note of this date has been received, 
informing me that, by virtue of the power and 
authority vested in you as President by the Con- 
stitution and laws of the United States, I am 
suspended from office as Secretary of War, and 
will cease to exercise any and all functions per- 
taining to the same, and also directing me at 
once to transfer to General U. S. Grant, who has 
this day been authorized and empowered to act 
as Secretary of War ad interim, all records 
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books, papers, and oilier public property now 
in my custody and charge. 

Under a sense of public duty I am compelled 
to deny your rijght, under the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, without the advice 
and consent of the Senate, and without legal 
cause, to suspend me from office as Secretary of 
War, or the exercise of any or all functions 
pertaining to the same, or without such advice 
and consent to compel me to transfer to any 
person the records, books, papers, and public 
property in my custody as Secretary. But inas- 
much as the General commanding the armies of 
the United States has been appointed ad interim, 
and has notified me that he has accepted the 
appointment, I have no alternative but to sub- 
mit, under protest, to superior force. 
Very respecilully, yours, 

jEdWIN M. SlAlTTOir. 

Secretary of War. 
To the Peesident. 

7. — beobetaby stanton to oenebal gbant. 
Wab Depabtment, 
Washutgtoh City, August 12, 1867. 

Gehbbal: Your note of this date, accom- 
panied by a copy of a letter addressed to you, 
August 12, by the President, appointing you 
Secretary o£ War ad interim, and informing me 
of your acceptance of- the appointment, has been 
received. 

Under a sense of public duty I am compelled 
to deny the President's right, under the Constir 
tution and laws of the United States, to suspend 
me from office as Secretary of War, or to author- 
ize any other person to enter upon the discharge 
of the duties of that office, or to require me to 
transfer to you or any other person the records, 
books, papers, and other property in my official 
custody and charge as Secretary of War. 

But, inasmuch as the Presioent has assumed 
to suspend me from office as Secretary of War, 
and you have notified me of your acceptance of 
the appointment of Secretary of War ad interim, 
I have no alternative but to submit, under pro- 
test, to the superior force of the President. 

You will please accept my acknowledgment 
of the kind terms in which vou have notified 
me of your acceptance of the President's ap- 
pointment, and my cordial reciprocation of the 
sentiments expressed. 

I am, with sincere regard, truly yours, 
Edwin M. Stanton, 
Secretary of War, 

General Ulysses S. Gbant. 

Action of the Senate, January 18, 1868. 

January 13 — The Senate resumed considera- 
tion of the lx)llowing resolution, reported by the 
Committee on Military Affairs and the Militia, 
the 10th instant : 

Jtesolved, That having considered the evidence 
and reasons given by the President in his report 
of the 12th December, 1867, for the suspension 
from the office of Secretary of War of Edwin M. 
Stanton, the Senate do not concur in such sus- 
pension. 

Which was determined in the affirmative — 
year 35, nays 6, as follow : 



TiAS— MMtn. Anthony, Ouneron, Oatiell, Ckandlsr, OoU, 
GonkliDg, Coonets, Corbett, Cragin, Drake, Bdnnnda, Ferry, 
FeMendeD, Fowler, Frelinghayeen, HarUn, Howard, Howe, 
Morgan, Morrill of Maine, Morrill of Yermont, Morton, Nye^ 
Patterson of New Hampshire, Pomeroy, Ramsey, Stewart, 
Bamner, Thayer, Tipten, Tmmboll, Wade, Willey, WilUams, 
Wilson— 35. 

Nats— Messrs. Bayard, BuekakWt Davis, Dixon, DootttOe, 
FaJUenan of Tennessee— 0. 

Not YorniQ — Messrs. Grimes, £>Kttfi(, Henderson, Htn- 
drieks, Johnson, Norton. Ross, SaidHnuy, Sherman, Spragoe, 
Van Winkle, Vickers, Yates— 13. 

[The National Intelligencer stated, in its news 
columns, that Messrs. Ilenderson and Hendricks 
were paired, and that Mr. Boss, though present, 
declined to vote.] 

Action of General Grant. 

Headqttabtebs Armies United States, 
Washington, D. C, January 14, 1868. 
Sir: I have the honor to enclose herewith 
copy of official notice received by me last eve- 
ning of the action of the Senate of the United 
States in the case of the suspension of Hon. E. 
M. Stanton, Secretary of War. According to 
the provisions. of section two of "An act regu- 
lating the tenure of certain civil offices," my 
functions as Secretary of War ad interim ceased 
from the moment of the receipt of the within 
notice. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 
your obedient servant, 

U. S. Grant, General 
His Excellency A. Johnson, 

President of the United States, 

Subsequent Action of President Johnson. 

1868, February 21— President Johnson sent 
this message to the Senate : 

Washington, D, C, February 21, 1868. 
To the Senate of the United States : 

On the 12th day of August, 1867, by virtue 
of the power and authority vested in the Presi- 
dent by the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, I suspended Edwin M. Stanton from the 
office of Secretary of War. In further exercise 
of the power and authority so vested in the 
President, I have this day removed Mr. Stanton 
from the office, and designated the Adjutant 
General of the Army as Secretary of War ad 
interim. 

Copies of the communications upon this sub- 
ject, addressed to Mr. Stanton and the Adjutant 
General, are herewith transmitted for the in- 
formation of the Senate. Andrew Johnson. 

[For copies of these orders, see the first and 
second Articles of Impeachment.] 

Further Proceedings in the Senate* 

February 21 — ^Mr. Edmunds submitted the fol- 
lowing resolution for consideration : 

Resolved, That, having received and considered 
the communication of the President stating that 
he had removed from office Edwin M. Stanton, 
Secretary of War, the Senate disapprove the 
action of the President. 

The Senate, by unanimous consent, proceeded 
to consider the said resolution. 

Mr. Dixon moved to amend the resolution, by 
striking out all after the word " Resolved,'* and 
inserting as follows : That iht President be re- 
guested to inform the Seriate by what authoritjf A* 
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hw removed Edwin If. Stanton from the offioe of 
Secretary of War. 

Mi. Brake moved to amend the amendment of 
Mr. Dixon, by inserting a preamble, as follows : 
Th-e Senate having received and considered the 
communication of the President of the United 
States, stating that he had removed Edwin M, 
StanUmfrom the office of Secretary of War, it is. 

Which was disagreed to. 

The amendment of Mr. Dixon was disagreed 
to — yeaa 4, nays 33, as follow : 
Yeas — ^Messrs. BuckaJew, Dixon, DoolitUe, Hendricks — 4. 
NATB-Messrs. Anthony, Cameron, Gattell, Chandler, Conk- 
liog, Conness, Corbett, Cragin, Drake,. Edmunds, Feri7,Fe8- 
senden, FrelinghuyseD, Harlan, Heudei-son, Howard, Howe, 
Morrill of Maine, Morrill of Vermont, Patterson of New 
Hampshire, Pomeroy, Ramsey, Sprague, Stewart, Sumner, 
Thayer, Tipton, TrambiUl, Tan Winkle, Willey, Williams, 
Wilson, Yates— 33. 

Not VoTixQ — Messrs. Bayard, Cole, Davis, Fowler, 
Grimes, Johmon, McCreery, Morgan, Morton, Norton, Nye, 
J^aUerson of Tennesaee, Boss, Satdslmry, Sherman, Tickers, 
Wade— 17. 

Mr. Chandler moved to amend the resolution 
of Mr. Edmunds, by adding thereto the words : 
as a violation of the rights of the Senate, and 
unauthorized by law* 

Which was disagreed to. 

Mr. Wilson moved to amend the resolution, by 
inserting a preamble, as follows : Whereas the 
Senate have received and considered the communi- 
cation of the President of the United States, stat- 
ing that he had removed Edwin M. Stanton, 
Secrekiry of War, and had designated the Adju- 
tant General of the Army io act as Secretary of 
War ad interim ; and by striking out all aftefr 
the word " Resolved," and inserting, as follows: 
by the Senate of the United States that, under the 
Constitution and laws of the United States, the 
President has no power to remove the Secretary 
of War and designate any other officer to per- 
form the duties of that office ad interim, 

Mr. Yates moved to amend the amendment of 
Mr. Wilson, by striking out all after the word 
*• Resolved," and inserting, as follows: That the 
removal of Edwin M. Stanton, Secretary ^ War, 
cmd the appointment of a Secretary of War ad 
interim, during the session of the Senate, is simple 
resistance to law and revolutionary in character, 
and that the Senate disapproves of the same, and 
advises the said Edwin M. Stanton, Secretary of 
War, not. to surrender the office to any person 
whomsoever. 

Which was disagreed to. 

Mr. Corbett moved to amend the amendment 
of Mr. Wilson, by striking out all after the word 
" Whereas " in the preamble, and inserting the 
words : The President has informed the Senate 
that he has removed the Secretary of War, Hon. 
E. M. Stanton, and appointed Adjutant General 
Thomas to act as Secretary of War ad interim, 
therefore be it; and by striking out all after the 
word ** Resolved," and inserting in lieu thereof 
the words : That we do not concur in the action 
of the President in removing the Secretary of 
War and appointing the Adjutant General to act 
a« Secretary of War ad interim; that we deny 
the right of the President so to act, under the ex- 
isting laws, without the consent of the Senate, 

Which was disagreed to. 

The amendment of Mr. V/ilson to the resolu- 
tion of Mr. Edmunds was then agreed to — yeas 
1^, nays 6, as follow: 



YiAS— Messm. Anthony, Oameron, Oat^U, Gole, Coqk- 
ling, Cragin, Drake, Ferry, Harhin, Morrttl of Maine, Mor- 
rill of Vermont, Morton, Patterson of New Hampshire 
Pomeroy, Ramsey, Boss, Sprague, Stewart, Sumner, Thayer, 
Tipton, TmmbcU, Van Winkle, Wade, Wiliey, Williams, 
Wilson, Yates— 28. 

NATS—Messra. BuOealew, Davis, DeoUtOe, Edmonds^ 
Hendricks, Patterson of Tennessee— 6. 

Not Votiwo— Messrs. Bayard, Chandler, Connees, Obr- 
bett, Disum, Fessenden, Fowler, Frelinghnysen, GrimeS; 
Henderson, Howard, Howe, Johnson, McOrtery, Morgan, 
Norton, Nye, Satdshury, Sherman, VUskers-~7fi. 

The resolution, as amended, wsus then agreed 
to without a division. 

Acoeptftxice of General Lorenio ThomM. I 

Wab Depabtment, 
Adjutant Geneeal's Oppioe, 
WASHiNQTOir, February 21, 1868. 
His Excellency Andbew Johnsoit, President of 

the United States, 

Sib : I have the honor to report that I have 
delivered the communication addressed by jrou 
to the honorable Edwin M. Stanton, removing 
him from the office of Secretary of the War De- 
partment, and also to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter of this date authorizing and em- 
powering me to act as Secretary of War ad in* 
terim, I accept this appointment with gratitude 
for the confidence reposed in me, and will en- 
deavor to discharge tne duties to the best of my 
ability. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient ser- 
vant, L. Thomas, Adjutant General. 



Seeretary Stanton *' Bolinquished Charge" of 
the War Department, 

Secretary Stanton remained in possession of 
the War Office till after the vote in the Senate, 
sitting as a court of impeachment, on the 26th 
of May, on which day he addressed this com- 
munication to President Johnson : 

Wab Depabtment, 
Washingtoit CiTif, May 26, 1868. 

SiE: The resolution of the Senate of the 
United States, of the 21st of February last, de- 
claring that the President " has no power to re- 
move the Secretary of War and designate any 
other officer to perform the duties of that office 
ad interim," having this day failed to be sup- 
ported by two-thirds of the Senators present 
and voting on the articles of impeachment pre- 
ferred against you by the House of Representa- 
tives, I nave relinquished charge of the War 
Department, and have left the same, and the 
books, archives, papers, and property, heretofore 
in my custody as Secretary of War, in care of 
Brevet Major General Townsend, the teliior 
Assistant Adjutant General, subject to your di- 
rection. Edwin M. Stantoit, 
Secretary of War. 

To the Pbesident of the United States. 

Secretary Stanton's order to Gen. Townsend 
is as follows : 

Wab Depabtmeut, 
Washington City, May 26, 1868. 
Genebal : You will take charge of the War 
Department, and the books and papers, archives 
ana public property, belonging to the same, sub* 
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ject to the diapoeal and direction of the Presi- 
dent. Edwik M. Staktoh, 

Secretary of War. 
Brevet Major Gen. E. D. Towhsend, 

Assistant Adjutant General. 

Aotion of :the Senate upon the Kominatieii of 
General Sohofield. 

1868, May 29— Mr. Edmunds offered the fol- 
lowing preamble and resolution : 

Whereas, on the 23d of April, 1868, the Presi- 
dent nominated John M. Schofield to be Secretary 
of War, in place of Edwin M. Stanton, removed ; 
and whereas, in the opinion of the Senate, the said 
Stanton has not been legally removed from his 
office, but inasmuch as the said Stanton has relin- 
quished his place as Secretary of War, for causes 
stated in his note to the President: Therefore 

Resolved^ That the Senate advise and consent 
to the appointment of John M. Schofield to be 
Secretanr of War. 

Mr. Willey moved to amend Mr. Edmunds's 
resolution, by striking out all after " Resolved," 
and inserting That the Senate advise and cmisent 
to the appointment of John M. Schofield to he 
Secretary for the Department of War^ in the 
' place of Edwin M. Stanton^ herem/ removed. 

Which was debated and withdrawn bv him. 

Mr. Frelinghuysen moved to amend Mr. Ed- 
munds's resolution, by striking out all after *' Be- 
'solved," and inserting That the Senate advise 
and consent to the appointment of John M. Scho- 
field to be Secretary for the Department of War^ 
in the place of Edwin M. Stanton, who has re- 
linquished that office. 

Mr. Henderson moved to amend the amend- 
ment of Mr. Frelinghuysen, by striking out the 
words " in the place of Edwin M. Stanton, who 
has relinquished that office." 

Which was rejected. 

Mr. Stewart moved to amend Mr. Freling- 
huysen's amendment, by striking out all after 
" Resolved," and inserting That the Senate advise 
and consent to the appointment of John M. 
Schofield as Secretary of War, in place of Edwin 
M. Stanton, who has been forced to retire from 
the discharge of the duties of said office by reason 



of the illegal and unconstitutioinal aet$ of fh$ 
President of the United States. 

Which was rejected — ^yeas 19, nays 21, ae 
follow : 

TsAS— Ueasn. Oameron, Cattell, Cole, Conkling, GoniMM, 
Cragin, Drake, Morrill of Vermont, Patterson of New HaAp- 
•blre, Ponieroy, Bainaej, Stewart, Sumner, Thayer, Tipton, 
Wude, Williams, Wilton, Yatea— 19. 

Nats— Messrs. Anthony, BuckaUw, Corbett, IhMtUeytA' 
mnnds, Fowler, Frelinghuysen, Henderson, Hendricks, John- 
Mfv McOttery, Morgan, Morton, Norton, Pailerton oi" Ten- 
nessee, Ross, Spragne, TrumboU, Tan Winkle, Vicken, 
Willey— 21. 

Not Yomra— Messrs. Bayard, Chandler, Davis, IHxon, 
Ferr>', Fessenden, Orimes, Harlan, Howard, Howe, Morrill 
of Maine, Nye, ScniMmry, Sherman— 14. 

The amendment of Mr. Frelinghuysen was 
then rejected — ^yeas 15, nays 22, as follow : 

Ybas— Messrs. Budadeno^ Corbett, DooUttU, Fowler, Fre- 
Itnghnysen, Hendricks, Johnson, MeOreery, Norton, Patter- 
son of Tennessee, Ross, Sprague, Tipton, Van Winkle, Vidc- 
ers—lb. 

Nats— Anthony, Cameron, Cattell, Cole, Conklinjir, Con- 
ness, Crafdn, Drake, Edmunds, Morgan, Morton, Patterson 
of New Hampshire, Pomeroy, Raowey, Stewart, SmnoMr, 
Thayer, Wade, WiUey, Williams, Wilson, Yatw— 22. 

Not VonvG — Messrs. Bayard, Chandler, Davit, Dixon, 
"BexTj, Fessenden, Grimes, Harlan, Henderson, Howard, 
Howe, Morrill of Maine, Morrill of Vermdnt, Nye, Soadi' 
hury, Sherman, Tmmbnll— 17. 

The resolution offered by Mr. Edmnnds was 
then agreed to — ^yeas 35, nays 2.. as follow : 

Yeas — ^Messrs. Anthony, jBtieX%i2eio,Gameroii,OatCelI,Ool6» 
Con ness, Corbett, Doolittle, Drake, Edmnnds, Fowler, Fee- 
liughuvsen, Harlan, Henderson, Hendricks,Joknson, Morgan, 
Morrill of Vermont, Morton, Patterson of New Hampshire, 
JPaifer9<fn of Tennessee, Pomeroy, Ramsey, Ross, Sprague, 
Stewart, Thayer, Tipton,»Trambnll, Van Winkle, Viehtrs, 
IJr illey, Williams, Wilson, Yates— 36» 
' Nats— Messrs. MeOreery, Nortonr—2. 

Not VonifO— Messrs. Bayard, Chandler, ConkUBg,Ci«giD, 
Davis, Dixon, Ferry, Fessenden, Grimes, Howard Hove, 
Morrill of Maine, Nye, SauUbury, Sherman, Sumner, Wftda 
-17. 

The preamble was then agreed to — ^yeae 28, 
nays 13, as follow : 

YxAB— Messrs. Anthony, Cameron, Cattell, Cole, Conkling, 
Conness, Corbett, Cragin, Drake, Edmnnds, Frelinghuysen, 
Harlan, Morgan, Morrill of Vermont, Morton, Patterson of 
New Hampshire, Pomeroy, Ramsey, Sprague, Stewart, Sum- 
ner, Thayer, Tipton, Wade, WUley, Williams, Wilson, Yatear- 
28. 

Nats — Buekalew, Doolittle, Fowler, Henderson, Hendritiks, 
Johnson, McCreery, Norton, Patterson of Tennessee, Roas, 
Trumbull, Van Winkle, Vickers—\Z, 

Not Voting — Messrs. Bayard, Chandler, Davit, Dixon, 
"Ferry, Fessenden, Grimes, Howard, Howe, Morrill of Maioe, 
Nye, SmUsbwry, Sherman— 18. 



XXIV. 



THE ARTICLES OF IMPEACHMENT AND REPLY, 

VOTES IN THE HOUSE, AND JUDGMENT OF THE SENATE. 



Proposed Impeachment of President Johnson.* 

. 1867, November 25— Mr. Boutwell, from the 
'Committee on the Judiciary, submitted a report, 
representing the views of the majority, (Messrs, 
Boutwell, Thomas, Williams, Lawrence, and 
Churchill,) and closing with this resolution : 



* ConUnued from page 64 of the Manual of 1867, or page 
100 of tlie combined Manaals. [No report was made at the 
July seasion.] 



Resolved, That Andrew Johnson, President of 
the United States, be impeached for high crimen 
and misdemeanors. 

Mr. Wilson, for himself and Mr. Woodbridge, 
and Mr. Marshall, for himself and Mr. El- 
dridge, submitted minority reports. 

December 7 — The resolution above recited was 
disagreed to — ^yeas 67, nays 108, as follow : 

Teas— Messrs. Anderson, Arnell, J. M. Ashley, Bontwell, 
Bromwell, Broomall, Betijamin F. Butler, Churchill, Beader 
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tf . Clarke, Sidney Clarke, Cob]b, Cobora, Covode, Cnllom, 
Donnelly, Bckley, ElA,Tarn8Worth,Grayely, Harding, Higby, 
Hopkins, Hnnter, Judd, Julian, Kelley, Kelsey, William 
Lawrence, Loan, Logan, Lougbridge, Lynch, Maynard, 
AcClqrg, Mercar, MuIUns, Myere, Newoomb, Nnnn, CPNeill, 
Orth, Paine, Pile, Price, Scbenck, Bbankt, Aaron F. Stevens, 
Tfaaddens Stevens, Stokes, Thomas, John Trimble, Trow- 
bridge, Robert T. Van Horn, Ward, Thomas Williams, Wil- 
liam Williams, Stephen F. Wilson— 67. 

MATS~Mes8rs. AdanUt Allison, Ames, Arehett Delos R. 
Ashley, Axtdl, Bailey. Baker, Baldwin, Banks, Bamum, 
Beaman, Bedc, Benjamin, Benton, Bingham, Blaine, Bcyer^ 
AwoK:t,Backland, Burr^ Gary, Ck<mler^ Cook, Dawes, Dixon, 
Dodge, Driggs, Eggleston, Eldridgt^ Eliot, Ferriss, Ferry, 
Kelds, Garfield, CMz^ Qlossbrenner^ OoUaday, Griswold, Ch-o- 
ver, Haight^ Halsey, Hamilton, Hawkins, Hill, Bdlman, 
Hooper, Motchkiss^ Asahel W. Hnbbard, Chester D. Hubbard, 
Michard D. Hubbard, Hulburd, Humphrey^ Ingersoll, John- 
tOHt Jones, Kerr, Ketcham, Kfiott, Koontz, Laflin, George Y. 
Lawrence, Lincoln, MarsJiaU, liarvin, McCarthy, McOuU- 
Umgh, Miller, Moorhead, Morgan, Mungen, N^laek, Nichol- 
mm, Perham, Peters, Phelps, Pike, Plants, Poland, Polsley, 
Pruyn, Randall, Robertson, Bobinson, Bms, Sawyer, ^ 
greaves. Smith, Spalding, Starkweather, Stewart, Stone, Hi- 
Mr, Taylor, Upson, Van Aernam, Van Auken, Van Trump, 
Van Wyck, Cadwalader C.Wnshbnrn, Eliihu B. Washburne, 
Henry D. Washburn, William B. Washburn, Welker, James 
V. Wilson, John T. Wilson, Woodbridge, Woodward-lOS. 

BBSOLUTIOir OP INQTJIBT. 

1868, JaDuary 27 — Mr. Spalding moved a 
suspension of the rales, to allow him to offer this 
resolution : 

Jiesolved, That the Committee on Reconstruc- 
tidn be authorized to inquire what combinations 
have been made or attempted to be made to ob- 
struct the due execution of the laws, and to that 
end the committee have power to send for per- 
sons and papers, and to examine witnesses on 
oath, and report to this House what action, 4f 
any, they may deem necessary, and that said 
committee have leave to report at any time. 

Which was agreed to — ^yeas 103, na^s 37, and 
the resolution was adopted— yeas 99, nays 31. 

OTHEfi MATTERS BEFEBBED. 

' February 10 — The evidence taken on Impeach- 
ment by the Committee on the Judiciary was, on 
motion of Mr. Thaddeus Stevens, referred to 
the Committee on Eeconstruction, and the com- 
mittee was given leave to report at any time. 

February 11— The correspondence between 
General Grant and President Johnson, relating 
to tHe retirement of the former from the War 
Office, was also referred to the Committee on 
Beconstruction. 

February 13-The Committee on Reconstruction 
are reported to have voted down resolutions of 
impeachment offered by Mr. Thaddeus Stevens. 

The vote on a motion to lay them on the 
table was, yeas 6, nays 3, as follow : 

Teas— Messrs. Beaman, Beck, Bingham, Brooks, Hul- 
Iwrd, Paine— 6. 
Kats— Messrs. Bontwell, Farnsworth, T. Stevens— 8. 

I Tho Final Effort at Impeaehment. 

i In HotTSE. 

1868, February 21— The Speaker, by unani- 
mous consent, laid before the House the follow- 
ing communication from the Secretary of War: 
Wab Depabtment, 
WASHEBTQTOisr CxTY, February 21, 1868. 
SiB : General Thomas has j ust delivered to me 
a copy of the enclosed order, which you will 
please communicate to the House of Represent- 
atives. E. M. Stantoit, 

Secretary of War. 
Hon. Schuyler Colfax, 

/Speaker House of Bepreientatives. 



Executive MAisrsioif, 
Washington, D. C, February 21, 1868. 

Sib : By virtue of the power and authority 
vested in me as President by the Constitution 
and laws of the United States you are hereby 
removed from office as Secretary for the Depart- 
ment of War, and your functions as such will 
terminate upon the receipt of this communica- 
tion. 

You will transfer to Brevet Major General 
Lorenzo Thomas, Adjutant General of the Army, 
who has this day been authorized and empow- 
ered to act as Secretary of War ad interim, all 
records, books, papers, and other public property 
now in your custody and charge. 

Respectfully, yours, 

Andbew Johnson. 

To the Hon. Edwin M. Stanton, 

Washingtony D. 0, 

Which was referred to the Committee on Re- 
construction, with authority to report at any 
time, together with a resolution offered by Mr. 
Covode, as follows : 

Resolved, That Andrew Johnson, President of 
the United States, be impeached of high crimes 
and misdemeanors. 

bepobt op committee. 

1868, February 22— Mr. Tba4deus Stevens, 
from the Committee on Reconstruction, made the 
following report : 

The Committee on Reconstruction, to whom 
was referred, on the 27th day of January last, 
the following resolution : * 

Resolved, That the C!onimittee on Reconstruction be an- 
thorized to inquire what combinations have been made or 
attempted to be made to obstrnct the dne execution of the 
laws; aitd to that end th« committee hare power to send 
for persons and papers and to examine witnesses on oath, 
and report to this House what action, if any, they may deem 
necessary, and that said committee have leave to report at 
any time ; 

And to whom was also referred, on the 2l8t 
day of February, instant, a communication from 
Hon. Edwin M. Stanton, Secretary of War, dated 
on said 21st day of February, together with a 
copy of a letter from Andrew Johnson, President 
of the United States, to the said Edwin M.Stan- 
ton, as follows : 

Executive Mansion, 
Washington, B.C., February 2\, 1868. 

Sib : By virtue of the power and authority 
vested in me as President by the Constitution 
and- luws of the United States you are hereby 
removed from office as Secretary for the Depart- 
ment of War, and your functions as such will 
terminate upon the receipt of this communica- 
tion. 

You will transfer to Brevet Major General 
Lorenzo Thomas, Adjutant General of the Army, 
who has this day been authorized and empow- 
ered to act as Secretary of War ad interim, all 
records, books, papers, and other public property 
now in your custody and charge. 

Respectfully, vours, Andbew Johnson. 

To the Hon. Sdwin M. Stanton, 

WashingUm, D. C. 

And to whom was also referred by the House 
of Representatives the following resolution, 
namely ; 

Resolved^ That Andrew Johnson, President of the 
' United BtatM, be Imneached of high crimes aad misde- 
meanors: 
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Have considered the several subjects referred 
to them, and sobmit the following report: 

That, in addition to the papers referred to the 
eommittee, the committee find that the President, 
on the 2l8t day of February, 1868, signed and 
issued a commission or letter of authority to one 
Lorenzo Thomas, directing and anthorizing said 
Thomas to act as Secretary of War ad interim^ 
and to take possession of the books, records, and 
papers, and other public property in the War 
department, of which the following is a copy : 
ExBouTiVB Mansion, 
Washington, February 21, 1868. 

SiB: Hon. Edwin M. Stanton having been 
this day removed from office as Secretary for the 
Department of War, you are hereby authorized 
ana empowered to act as Secretary of War ad 
interim, and will immediately enter upon the 
discharge of the duties pertaining to that office. 
Mr. Stanton has. been instructed to transfer to 
you all the records, books, papers, and other 
public property now in his custody and charge. 

Bespectrally, yours, Andeew Johnson. 
To Brev. Maj. Gen. Lobenzo Thomas, 

Adjutant General U,8, A.^ Washington^D. d 

Official copy respectfully furnished to Hon. 
Edwin M. Stanton. L. Thomas, 

Secretary of War ad interim. 

Upon the evidence collected by the committee, 
which is herewith presented, and in virtue of 
the powers with which they have been invested 
by toe House, they are of the opinion that An- 
drew Johnson, President of the United States, 
be impeached of high crimes and misdemeanors. 
They therefore recommend to the House the 
adoption of the accompanying resolution. 
Thaddeus Stevens, 
Geoege S. Boutwell, 
John A. Bingham, 
c. t. hulburd, 
John F. Farnswobth, 
F. 0. Bbaman, 
H. E. Paine. 
Eesolution providing for the impeachment of 
Andrew Johnson, President oi the United 
States. 

Resolved, That Andrew Johnson, Ppesident of 
the United States, be impeached of high crimes 
aud misdemeanors in office. 

February 24— This resolution was adopted — 
yeas 128, nays 47, as follow : 

Yeas— Messrs. Allison, Ames, Anderson, Amell, Delos B. 
Ashley, James M. Ashley, Bailey, Baker, Baldwin, Banks, 
Beumao, Beatty, Benton, Bingham, Blaine, blair, Boutwell, 
Broniwell, BnxHuaH, Buckland, Butler, Cake, Chnrchill, 
Beader W. Clarke, Sidney Clarke, Cobb, Cobtini, Cook, Cor^ 
nell, CoTode, Cullom, Dawes, Dodge, Driggs, £ckley,£ggle8- 
ton, Eliot, Earns worth, Ferriss, Ferry, Fields, Gravely, Qris- 
wold, Halsey, Harding, HIgby. Hill, Hooper, Hopkins, Asabel 
W. Hnbbard, Chester D. Hnbbard, Ilnlburd, Hunter, Inger- 
soU, Jenckes, Jddd, JuUan, Kelley, Kelsey, Ketcham, 
Kitchen, Koontz, Lallin, George V. Lawrence, William Tjuw- 
rence, Lincoln, Loan, Logan, Loughridge, Lynch, Mallory, 
Marvin, McCarthy, McClurg, Mercur, Miller, Moore, Moor- 
head, Moircll, Mulllns, Myers, Newconib Nunn, O'Neill, 
Orth, Paine, Perham, Peters, Pike, Pile. Plants, Poland, 
Polsley, Price, Baum, Robertson, tfawyer, Schenck, Scofield, 
8elye, Shanks, Smith, JSpaldIng, Starkweather, Aaron F. 
Stevens, Thaddeus Stevens, Stokes, Taffe, Taylor, Thomas, 
Trowbridge, Twichell, Upson, Van Aarnam, Burt van Horn, 
Van Wyck,Ward, Cndwaloder C.Washburn, Elllba B.Wash- 
burne, Willlani B. Washburn, Welker, Thomas Williams, 
James F. Wilson, John T. Wilson, Stephen F. Wilson, Win- 
dom, Woodbrldge, Mr. Speaker Colfaz--128. 
Nat»— Messrs. Adamt, Arehett AsUU, Bamei, Bamwn, 



Beekf Bojftr, Brooki, Burr, Oxrjf, CfumUr, EtdHdgt, Jb«, 
CMm, GlM»hre»neT,OoaadayJQr(iiceT, Haight, Eioiman, BMc^ 
kin, Bichard D. BiMtard, BuMuahrty, Jotrnwn, Jontt, Kerr^ 

Mimgeu, Nihlaek, Ni^oUon, Fhdpt, Pntjfn, BandaU, Boiu 
SUgrtavtt, Stewart, Stone, Twer, Lawrenee S, Trimble, Vwi 
Atdeen, Van Trump, Wood, Woodward— 47. 



Washbom, WUlimm Williams— 16. 

Same day — On motion of Mr. Thaddeus 
Stevens, the appointment of a committee of two 
to notify the Senate, and of a committee <^ 
seven to prepare and report Articles of Impeach- 
ment against Andrew Johnson, President of the 
United States, was ordered, with power to send 
for persons, T)apers, and records, and to take 
testimony unaer oath. 

Which was agreed to— yeas 124, nays 42. 

The Speaker appointed Messrs. Thaddeus 
Stevens and John A. Bingham on the former, 
and Messrs. Boutwell, Thaddeus Stevens, Bine- 
ham, James F.Wilson, Logan, Julian, and Wara« 
on the latter. 

February 25— Mr. Thaddeus Stevens and Mr, 
John A. Bingham appeared at the bar of the 
Senate and delivered the following message : 

Mr. Pbesident: By order of the House of 
Representatives, we appear at the bar of the 
Senate, and in the name of the House of Eep* 
resentatives, and of all the people of the United 
States,' 'we do impeach Andrew Johnson, Presi- 
dentof the United States, of high crimes and 
misdemeanors in office ; and we do further in- 
form the Senate that the House of Representa- 
tives will in due time exhibit particular articles 
of impeachment against him, and make good 
the same; and in their name we do demakd 
that the Senate take order for the appearance 
of the said Andrew Johnson to answer to said 
impeachment. 

The President of the Senate pro tempore re- 
plied that the Senate would take order in the 
premises, and the committee withdrew. 

Same day — The committee reported to the 
House the response received at the bar of ^the 
Senate, 

Articles of Impeaohment and Votes thereon, 
the Answer of President Johnsoni the BepU- 
eation of the House, the Progress of the 
Trial, and the Judgment of the Senate. 

Fortieth Conqiiess, Second Sessioit, 
In the House of Repeesentatives U. S., 
March 2, 1868. 
Articles exhibited by the House of RepresentaUvti 
of the United States^ in the name of themselves 
and all the people of the United States^ against 
Andrew Johnson, President of the United 
States, in maintenance and support of their im^ 
peachment against him for nigh crimes and 
misdemeanors in office, 

Abticle I. — That the said Andrew Johnson, 
President of the United States, on the 21st day of 
February, in the year of our Lord 1868, at Wash- 
ington, m the District of Columbia, unmindful 
of the high duties of his office, of his oath of 
office, and of the requirements of the Constito* 
tion that he should take care that the laws be 
faithfully executed, did unlawfully, and in vio- 
lation of the Constitution and laws of the United 
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- States, issue an order in writing for the removal 
of Edwin M. Stanton from the office of Secretary 
for the Department of War, said Edwin M. 
Stanton having been theretofore duly appointed 
and commissioned, by and witH the advice and 
consent of the Senate of the United States, as 
such Secretary, and said Andrew Johnson, 
President of the United States, on the 12th day of 
August, in the year of our Lord* 1867, and during 
the recess of said Senate, having suspended by 
his order Edwin M. Stanton from said office, and 
within twenty days after the first day of the 
next meeting of said Senate, that is to say, on 
the 12th day of December, in the year last afore- 
said, having reported to said Senate such sus- 
pension with the evidence and. reasons for his 
action in the case and the name of the person 
designated to perform the duties of such office 
temporarily until the next meeting of the Senate, 
and said Senate thereafterwards on the 13th day 
of January, in the year of our Lord 1868, having 
duly considered the evidence and reasons re- 
I>orted by said Andrew Johnson for said suspen- 
sion, and having refused to concur in said suspen- 
sion, whereby and by force of the provisions of 
an act entitled " An act regulating the tenure of 
certain civil offices," passed March 2, 1867, said 
Edwin M. Stanton did forthwith resume the func- 
tions of hifl office, whereof the said Andrew 
Johnson had then and there due notice^ and said 
Bdwin M. Stanton, by reason of the premises, on 
said 21st day of February, being lawfully e'nt4^4 
to hold said office of Secretary for the Departr 
ment of War, which said order for the removal 
of said Edwin M. Stanton is in substance as 
£611owS) that is to say : 

EXECUTIYX Mansion, 
Washington, D. C, February 21, 1868. 

SiE : By Tlrtue of tliirpower and authority vested in me 
as Presidont by the Constitution and laws of the United 
States you are hereby removed from office as Secretary for 
tlie Department of War, and your functions as such will 
terminate upon receipt of this communication. 

Ton will tranvfer to Brevet Major General Lorenso 
Thomas, Arijutant General of the Army, who has this day 
been authorized and empowered to act as Secretary of War 
ad interim, all records, books, papers, and other public 
property now in yoar custody and charge. 

Respectfully, yours, . Andrew Johnsos. 

To the Hon. Edwin M. Stanton, WatMngton^ D. C. 

Which order was unlawfully issued with intent 
then and there to violate the act entitled •' An 
act regulating the tenure of certain civil offices," 
passea March 2, 1867, and with the further intent, 
contrary to the provisions of said act, in violation 
thereof, and contrary to the provisions of the Con- 
stitution of the United States, and without the 
advice and consent of the Senate of the United 
States, the said Senate then and there being in 
session, to remove said Edwin M. Stanton from 
the office of Secretary for the Department of 
War, the said Edwin M. Stanton being then and 
there Secretary for the Department of War, and 
being then and there in the due and lawful exe- 
cution and discharge of the duties of said office, 
whereby said Andrew Johnson, President of the 
United States, did then and there commit, and 
was guilty of a high misdemeanor in office. 

Artiolb II. — That on the said 21st day of 
February, in the year of our Lord one thousand 
eight hundred and sixty-eight, at Washington, 
in the District of Columbia, said Andrew John- 
son, President of the United States, unmindful 
of the high duties of his office, of his oath of 



office, and in violation of the Constitution of the 
United States, and contrary to the provisions of 
an act entitled "An act regulating the tenure 
of certain civil offices," passed March 2, eighteen 
hundred and sixty-seven, without the advice 
and consent of the Senate of the United States, 
said Senate then and there being in session, and 
without authority of law, did, with intent tq 
violate the Constitution of the United States, 
and the act aforesaid, issue and deliver to one 
Lorenzo Thomas a letter of authority in sub- 
stance as follows, that is to say : 

EZBOUTITB MANSfON, 

Washington, D. C, Ftbruai-y 21, 1868. 

Sir : The Hon. Edwin M. Stanton having been this da) 
removed from office as Secretary for theDepartment of War, 
you are hereby authorized and empowered to act as Secre- 
tary of War ad interim, and will immediately enter upon 
the discharge of tlie duties pertaining to that office. 

Mr. Stanton lias been instructed to transfer to you all 
the records, books, papers, and other publio property now 
in his custody and charge. Bespectfully, yours, 

AND£KW JOHNSOir. 

To Brevet Major General Loaraio Thomas, 

Acfjidant Gtneral IL JS. Arm^ff Washington^ D, C. 

Then and there being no vacancy in said office 
of Secretary for the Department of War, whereby 
said Andrew Johnson, President of the United 
States, did then and there commit and was 
guilty of a high misdemeanor in office. 

Article lit. — That said Andrew Johnson, 
President jof the United States, on the 21st day 
of February, in the year of our Lord 1868, at 
Washington, in the District of Columbia, did 
commit, and was guilty of a high misdemeanor 
in office, in this, that, without authority of law, 
while the Senate of the United States was then 
and there in session, he did appoint one Lorenzo 
Thomas to be Secretary for the Department of . 
War ad interim^ without the advice and consent 
of the Senate, and with intent to violate the 
Constitution of the United States, no vacancy 
having happened in said office of Secretary for 
the Department of War during the recess of the 
Senate, and no vacancy existing in said office 
at the time, and which said appointment, so made 
by said Andrew Johnson, of said Lorenzo Thomas, 
is in substance as follows, that is to say : 

EXECUTIVK MANSIOir, 

Wabhivoton, D. C, February 21, 1868. 
Sib: The Hon. Edwin M. Stanton having been this day 
removed from office as Secretary for the Dejtartm^ntof War, 
you are hereby authorized and empowered to aot as Secrer 
tary of War dd interim^ and will immediateVy enter upon 
the discharge of the duties pertaining to that office. 

Mr. Stanton lias been instructed to transfer to you all 
tlie records, books, papers, and other public property now in 
his custody and charge. Respectfully, yours, 

Andrew Jobnsov. 
To Brevet Major Gen. Lomcnzo Thomas, 

Ac^jutant General V. & Army, WathxngUmt D. 0» 

Abticle IV. — That said Andrew Johnson, 
President of the United States, unmindful of 
the high duties of his office and of his oath of 
office, m violation of the Constitution and laws 
of the United States, on the 2l8t day of Feb- 
ruary, in the year of our Lord 1868, at Wash- 
ington, in the District of Columbia, did unlaw- 
fully conspire with one Lorenzo Thomas, and 
with other persons to the House of Represent- 
atives unknown, with intent, by intimidation 
and threats, unlawfully to hinder and prevent 
Edwin M. Stanton, then and there the Secretary 
for the Department of War, duly appointed 
under the laws of the United States, from 
holding said office of Secretary for the Deoart- 
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meat of War, contrary to and in violation of 
the Constitution of tne United States, and of 
the provisions of an act entitled " An act to 
define and punish certain conspiracies," approved 
July 31, 1861, whereby said Andrew Jonnson, 
President of the United States, did then and 
there commit and was guilty of a high crime 
in office. 

Aetiolb V. — That said Andrew Johnson, 
President of the United States, unmindful of the 
high dutiea of his office and of bis oath of office, 
on the 2l8t day of February, in the year of our 
Lord 1868, ana on divers other days and times 
in said year, before the 2d day of March, in the 
year of our Lord 1868, at Washington, in the 
District of Columbia, did unlawfuUjr conspire 
with one Lorenzo Thomas, and with other per- 
sons to the House of Representatives unknown, 
to prevent and hinder tne execution of an act 
entitled "An act regulating the tenure of cer- 
tain civil offices," passed March 2, 1867, and in 
pursuance of said conspiracy did unlawfully 
attempt to prevent Edwin M. Stanton, then and 
there being Secretary for the Department of 
War, duly appointed and commissioned under 
the laws of tne United States, from holding said 
office, whereby the said Andrew Johnson, Presi- 
dent of the United States, did then and there 
commit and was guilty of a high misdemeanor 
in office. 

Abtiolb VL — That said Andrew Johnson, 
President of the United States, unmindful of 
the high duties of his office and of his oath of 
office, on the 2l8t day of February, in the year 
of our Lord 1868, at Washington, in the District 
of Columbia, did unlawfully conspire with one 
Lorenzo Thomas, by force to seize, take, and 
possess the property of the United States in the 
Department of War, and then and thfiiQ in the 
custody and charge of Edwin M. Stanton, Sec- 
retary for said Department, contrary to the pro- 
visions of an act entitled " An act to define and 
punish certain conspiracies," approved July 31, 
1861, and with intent to violate and disregard 
an act entitled "An act regulating the tenure of 
certain civil offices," passed March 2, 1867, 
whereby said Andrew Johnson, President of the 
United States, did then and there commit a high 
crime in office. 

Article VII. — That said Andrew Johnson, 
President of the United States, unmindful of 
the high duties of his office and of his oath of 
office, on the 21st day of February, in the vear 
of our Lord 1868, at Washington, in the TDis- 
trict of Columbia, did unlawfully conspire with 
one Lorenzo Thomas, with intent unlawfully to 
seize, take, and possess the property of the 
United States in the Department of War, in the 
custody and charge of JEdwin M. Stanton, Sec- 
retary for said Department, with intent to vio- 
"J^te and disregard the act entitled "An act 
tfegulatine the tenure of certain civil offices," 
passed March 2, 1867, whereby said Andrew 
Johnson, President of the United States, did 
then and there commit a high misdemeanor in 
office. 

Aetiolb VIII.— That said Andrew Johnson, 
President of the United States, unmindful of the 
high duties of his office and of his oiath of office, 
with intent unlawfully to control the disburse- 



ments of the moneys appropriated for the mili- 
tary service and for the Department of War, ott 
the 21st day of February, in the year of our 
Lord 1868, at Washineton, in the District o(, 
Columbia, did unlawfullv and contrary to the 
provisions of an act entitled "An act regulating 
the tenure of certain civil offices," passed March 
2, 1867, and in violation of the Constitution of 
the United States, and without the advice and 
consent of the Senate of the United States, and 
while the Senate was then and there in session, 
there being no vacancy in the office of Secretary 
for the Denartment of War, and with intent to 
violate and disregard the act aforesaid, then and 
there issue and deliver to one Lorenzo Thomas 
a letter of authority in writing, in substance as 
follows, that is to say : 

EXSOUTITB MANSIOir, 

WASHnraTON, D. C, February 21, 1868. 
0nt: The Hon. Bdwin M. Stanton haying been this day 



removed from office as Secretary for the Department of War^ 
you are hereby authorised and empowered to act as Secre- 
tary of War ad inUrirn.^ and will immediately enter upon 



the discharge of the duties pertaining to that office. 

Mr. Stanton has been instructed to transfer to yoa all 
the records, books, papers, and other public property now 
in his custody and charge. Respectfully, yours, 

AsmUtW JOBKSOIC 

To Brevet Major Gen. LoRiirco Thomas, 

Adjutant Qtneral XT. 8. Army, Watihingtonf D. C, 

Whereby said Andrew Johnson, President of 
the United States, did then and there commit 
and was guilty of a high misdemeanor in office. 
ABTiciiE lA. — That said Andrew Johnson, 
President of the United States, on the 22d day of 
JFebfuary, in the year of our Lord 1868, at Wash- 
ington, in theDistrict of Columbia, in disregard of 
the Constitution and the laws of the United States 
duly enacted, as commander-in-chief of the army 
of the United States, did bring before himself 
then and there William H. Emory, a major 

feneral by brevet in the army of the United 
tates, actually in command of the department 
of Washington and the military forces thereof, 
and did then and there, as such commander-in- 
chief, declare to and instruct said Emory that 
part of a law of t lie United States, passed March 
2, 1867, entitled ** An act making appropria- 
tions for the support of the army for the year 
ending June 30, 1868, and for other pur- 
poses, ' especially the second section thereof, 
which provide!, among other things, that, 
"all orders and instructions relating to mili- 
tary operations issued by the President or 
Secretary of War shall be issued through the 
General of the army, and in case of his inability 
through the next in rank" was unconstitutional, 
and in contravention of the commission of said 
Emory, and which said provision of law had 
been theretofore duly ana legally promulgated 
by General Order for the government and direc- 
tion of the army of the United States, as the said 
Andrew Johnson then and there well knew, 
with intent thereby to induce said Emory in his 
official capacity as commander of the depart- 
ment of Washington, to violate the provisions of 
said act, and to take and receive, act upon, and 
obey such orders as he, the said Andrew John- 
son, might make and give, and which should not 
be issued through the General of the army of the 
United States, according to the provisions of said 
act, and with the further intent thereby to enable 
him, the said Andrew Johnson, to prevent the 
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execation of the act entitled *'An aet reeakting 
the tenure of certain civil offices," passed March 
2, 1867, and to unlawfully prevent Edwin M. 
Stanton, then being Secretarjr for the Depart- 
ment of War, from holding said office and dis- 
charging the duties thereof, whereby said An- 
drew Jonnson, President of the United States, 
did then and there commit and was guilty of a 
high misdemeanor in office. 

And the House of Representatives, by pro- 
testation, saving to thems'^lves the liberty of 
exhibiting at any time hereafter any further arti- 
cles or other accusation, or impeachment against 
the said Andrew Johnson, President of the United 
States, and also of replying to his answers which 
he shall make unto the articles herein preferred 
against him, and of offering proof to the same, 
and every part thereof, and to all and every 
other article, accusation, or impeachment whicn 
shall be exhibited by them, as the case shall re- 
quire, DO DEMAND that the said Andrew Johnson 
may be put to answer the high crimes and mis- 
demeanors in office herein charged against him, 
and that such proceedings, examinations, trials, 
and judgments may be thereupon had and given 
as may be agreeable to law and justice. 

SCHUYLER COLFAX. 
Speaker of the Souse of B^resentativea, 
Attest ! 

Edwaed McPheesoit, 

Clerk of the Souse of JRepre6entativ69.^ , 

LsTTHB House op Repeesentatives U. S. * 
March 3. 1868. 

The following additional articles of impeach- 
suent were agreed to, viz : 

Aeticlb a. — That said Andrew Johnson, 
President of the United States, unmindful of 
the high duties of his office and the dignity and 
proprieties thereof, and of the harmony and 
courtesies which ought to exist and be main- 
tained between the executive and legislative 
branches of the government of the United States, 
designing and intending to set aside the rightful 
authority and powers of Congress, did attempt 
to bring into disgrace, ridicule, hatred, con- 
tempt and reproach the Congress of the United 
States, and the several branches thereof, to im- 
pair and destroy the regard and respect of all 
the good people of the United States for the 
Congress and legislative power thereof, (which 
ftll officers of the Government ought inviolably 
to preserve and maintain,) and to excite the 
odium and resentment of all the good people of 
the United States against Congress and the laws 
by it duly and constitutionally enacted ; and in 
pursuance of his said design and intent, openly 
and j)ublicly, and before divers assemblages of 
the citizens of the United States convened in 
divers parts thereof to meet and receive said 
Andrew Johnson as the Chief Magistrate of the 
United States, did, on the 18th day of August, 
in the year of our Lord 1866. and on divers 
other days and times, as well before as after- 
ward, make and deliver with a loud voice cer- 
tain intemperate, inflammatory, and scandalous 
harangues, and did therein utter loud threats 
and bitter menaces as well against Congress as 
the laws of the United States duly enacted 
thereby, amid the cries, jeers and laughter of 



the mnltUndes then assembled and in hearing, 
which are set forth in the several specifications 
hereinafter written, in substance and effect, that 
is to say : 

Speoifioation Fiest. — In this, that at Wash* 
ington, in the District of Columbia, in the Ex- 
ecutive Mansion, to a committee of citizens who 
called upon the President of the United States, 
speaking of and concerning the Congress of the 
United States, said Andrew J-ohnson, President 
of the United States, heretofore, to wit, on the 
18th day of August, in the year of our Lord 
1866, did, in a loud voice, declare in substance 
and effect, among other things, that is to say : 

** So far as the execative department of the goyernment 
is concerDed, the effort has been made to restore the Union,, 
to heal the breach, to ponr oil into the wounds which were . 
consequent upon the struggle, and (to speak in common 
phrase) to prepare as the learned and wise physician would, , 
a plaster healing in character and coextensive with the 
wound. We thought, and we think, that we had partially 
succeeded; but as the work progresses, as reconstruction 
seemed to be taking place, and the country was becoming 
reunited, we found a disturbing and marring element oppos- 
ing us. In alluding to that element, I shall go no further 
than your convention and the distinguished gentleman who , 
has delivered to me the report of its proceedings. I shall 
make no reference to it that I do not believe the time and 
the occasion justify. 

** We have witnessed in one department of the Govern- 
ment every endeavor to prevent the restoration of peace, 
harmony, and Union. We have seen hanging upon the 
verge of the Government, as it were, a body called, or which 
assumes to be, the Congress of the United States, while in 
fact it is a Congress of only a part of the States. We have 
Been this Congress pretend to be for the Union, when its 
every step and act tended to perpetuate disunion and make 
a disruption of the States inevitable. • • • Wo have 
seen Congress gradually encroach step by step upon consti- 
tutional rights, and violate, day after day and month aftec 
month, fundamental principles of the government. We 
have seen a Congress that seemed to forget that there waff 
a limit to the sphere and scope of legislation. We have 
seen a Congress in a minority assume to exercise power 
which, allowed to be consummated, would result in despot 
ism or monarchy itself." 

Specification Second. — In tbis, that at Cleve- 
land, in the State of Ohio, heretofore, to wit, on 
the 3d day of September, in the year of our Lor4 
1866, before a public assemblage of citizens and 
others, said Andrew Johnson, President of the 
United States, speaking of and concerning the 
Congress of the United States, did, in a loud voice, 
declare^ in substance and effect, among other 
things, that is to say : 

" I will tell you what I did do. I called upon your Con- 
gress, that is trying to break up the government. « « # 

** In conclusion, beside that. Congress had taken much 
pains to poison their constituents against liim. But what 
had Congress done? Have they done anything to restore 
the union of these titates? No; on the contrary, they had 
done everything to prevent it; and because he stood now 
where he did when the rebellion commenced, he had been 
denounced as a traitor. Who had run greater risks or made 
greater sacrifices than himself 7 But Congress, fuctiousand 
domineering, had undertaken to poison the minds of the 
American people.*' 

Specification Thibd. — In this, that at St. 
Louis, in the State of Missouri, heretofore, to 
wit, on the 8th day of September, in the year of 
of our Lord 1866, oefore a public assemblage of 
citizens and others, said Andrew Johnson, rresr 
ident of the United States, speaking of and 
concerning the Congress of the United States, 
did, in a loud voice, declare, in substance and 
effect, among other things, that is to say : 

'*Go on. Perhaps if you had a word or two on the sub- 
ject of New Orleans you might undemtuud more al>out 
it than you do. And if you will go back— if yon will go 
back and asf^ertain the cause of the riot at New Orleans per- 
haps you will not be so promptln calling out * New Orleans.' 
If you will take up the riot at New Orleans, and trace it bock 
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vraa responsible for the blood that was shed there. If yon 
will take np the riot at New Orleana and trace it back to the 
MuUeal Congrees, yon will And that the riot at New Orleana 
was SQbstantially planned. If yon will take up the proceed- 
ings in their caucnsee you will understand that they there 
knew that a conTention was to be called which wns extinct 
limits power having expired; that it was said that the in- 
teotion was that a new goremment was to be organized, and 
on the organization of that government the intention was 
to enfhinchise one portion of the population, called the 
edored population, who had just been emancipated, and at 
the same time disfranchise white men. When you design 
to talk about New Orleans, you ought to understand what 
you are talking about. When you read the speeches that 
nrere made, and take up the ttcU on the Friday and Satur- 
day before that o(mvention sat, yon will there find that 
speeches were made incendiary in their character, exciting 
uat portion of the population, the black population, to arm 
tiiiemsel ves and prepure for the shedding of blood. Yon will 
also find that that convention did assemble in violation of 
law, and the intention of thatconvention was to supersede the 
reorganized authorities in the State government of Lonisiana, 
whi^ had been recognised by the Qovemment of the United 
States ; and every man engaged in that rebellion iu that 
convention, with the intention of superseding and upturn- 
ing the civil government which had l»een recognized by the 
Government of the United States, I say that he was a traitor 
to the Constitution of the United States, and hence you find 
that another rebellion was commenced, having iti origin in 
the radical OongrtM. mm*** 

" So much for the New Orleans riot. And there was the 
cause and the origin of the blood that was shed ; and every 
drop of blood that was shed is upon their skirts, and they 
are respoanible for it. I could test this thing n little closer, 
but will not do it here to-night. But when you talk about the 
eausM and consequences that resulted from proceedings of 
that kind, perhaps, as I have been introduced here, and you 
have provoked questions of this kind, though it does not pro- 
voke me, I will tell you a few wholesome things that have 
been done by this radical Congrees in connection with New 
Orleans and the extension of the elective franchise. 

" I know that I have been traduced and abused. I know 
it has come in advance of me here as elsewhere— that I have 
attempted to exercise an arbitrary power in resisting laws 
that were intended to be forced upon the Government; that 
I had exercised that power ; that I had abandoned the party 
that elected me, and that I was a traitor, becanse I exercised 
the veto power in attempting, and did arrest for a time, a 
bill that was called a * Freedman's Bureau* bill ; yes, that I 
was a traitor. And I have been tradnced, I have been slan- 
dered, I have been maligned, I have been called Judas Is- 
cariot, and all that. Now, my countrymen, here to-night, it 
is very easy to indulge in epithets; it is easy to call a man 
Judas and cry out traitor, but when he is called upon to 
give arguments and fiEicts, he is very often found wanting. 
Judas Iscariot— Judas. There was a Judas, and he was one 
of the twelve apostles. Oh 1 yes, the twelve apostles had a 
Christ The twelve apostles had a Christ, and he never 
could have had a Judas unless he had had twelve apostles. 
If I have played the Judas, who has been my Christ that I 
liave played the Judas with ? Was it Thad. Stevens ? Was 
it Wendell Phillips? Was it Charles Sumner? These are 
the men that stop and compare themselves with the Saviour; 
and everybody that diflers with them in opinion, and to try 
to stay and arrest their diabolical and nefarious policy, is to 
be denounced as a Jndas. ♦ • ♦ • 

"Well, let me say to you, if you will stand by me in this 
action, if you will stand by me in trying to give the people 
a fair chance— soldiers and citizens — to participate in these 
oflScee, God being willing, I will kick them out I will kick 
them out just as fast as I can. 

*• Let me say to yon, in concluding, that what I have said 
I intended to say. I was not provoked into thi<}, and I care 
not for their menaces, the taunts, and the jeers. I care not 
for threats. I do not intend to be bullied by my enemies 
nor overawed by my friends. But, God willing, with your 
help, I will veto their measures whenever any of them come 
to me." 

Which said utterances, declarations, threats, 
and haransnes, highly censurahle in any, are 
neculiarly mdecent and nnbecoming in the Chief 
Magistrate of the United States, by means 
whereof said Andrew Johnson has brought the 
high office of the President of the United States 
into contempt, ridicule, and disgrace, to the great 
scandal of all good citizens, wherebj said An- 
drew Johnson, rresident of the United States, 
did commit, and was then and there guilty of a 
high misdemeanor in office. 



AsnoLB XI.-^That said Andrew Johnsoi^ 
President of the United States, unmindful of th^ 
high duties of his office, and of his oath of offica^ 
and in disregard of the Constitution and laws of 
the United States, did, heretofore, to wit, on the 
18th day of August, A. D. 1866, at the city of 
Washington, and the District of Columbia, hj 
public speech, declare and affirm, in substance, 
that the Thirty-Ninth Congress of the United 
States was not a Congress of the United States 
authorized by the Constitution to exercise legis« 
lative power under the same, but, on the contrary, 
was a Congress of only part of the States, there* 
by denying, and intending to deny, that tho 
legislation of said Congress was valid or obliga- 
tory upon him, the said Andrew Johnson, 
except in so far as he saw fit to approve the same, 
and also thereby denying, and intending to deny, 
the power of the said Thirty-Ninth Congress to 
propose amendments to the Constitution of the 
United States ; and, in pursuance of said declara- 
tion, the said Andrew Johnson, President of the 
United States, afterwards, to wit, on the 21st day 
of February, A. D. 1868, at the city of Washing- 
ton, in the District of Columbia, did, unlawfully, 
and in disregard of the requirement of the Con- 
stitution, that he should take care that the laws 
be faithfully executed, attempt to prevent the 
execution of an act entitled ** An act regulating 
the t«itlreof certain civil offices," passed Marca 
2, 1867, by unlawfully devising and contriving, 
and attempting to devise and contrive means 
by which he should prevent Edwin M. Stanton 
from forthwith resuming the functions of the office 
of Secretarv for the Department of War, notwitli- 
standing the refusal of the Senate to concur ia 
the suspension theretofore made by said Andrew 
Johnson of said Edwin M. Stanton from said 
office of Secretary for the Department of War ; 
and, also, by further unlawfullv devising and 
contriving, and attempting to aevise ana con- 
trive, means, then and there, to prevent the 
execution of an act entitled **An act making 
appropriations for the support of the armv for 
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1868, and for 
other purposes," approved March 2, 1867 ; and, 
also, to prevent the execution of an act entitled 
**An act to provide for the more efficient govern- 
ment of the rebel States," passed March 2, 1867, 
whereby the said Andrew Johnson, President of 
the United States, did then, to wit, on the 21st 
day of February, A. D. 1868, at the city of 
Washington, commit, and was guilty of, a high 
misdemeanor in office. 

SCHUYLER COLFAX, 
Speaker of the Sotiee of Bepre9entative9, 
Attest: 

Edwabd McPheeson, 
Clerk of the Hovse of Be^esentativet. 

Votes on the Articles in the House. 

1868, March 2 — The first article was agreed 
to— yeas 127, nays 42, as follow : 

YxAS— Messrs. Allison, Ames, Anderson, Amell, Delos R. 
Ashley, James M. Ashley, Bailey, Baldwin, Banks, Beamao. 
Bearty, Benton, Binsham, Blaine, Blair, Boutwell, Brom well, 
Broomall, Buckland, Butler, Cake, Churchill, Reader W. 
Clarke, Sidney Clarke, Cobb, Cobnm, Cook, Cornell, Covode, 
Cnllom, Dawes, Dixon, Dodge, Donnelly, Drigfro, Egglestcm, 
Bliot, Farnsworth, Ferriss, Ferry, Fields, Garfield, Qravely, 
Qriswold. Halsey, Harding. Higby, liill. Hooper, Hopkins, 
C. D. Habhard, Hulburd, Htinter, Ingersoll, Jf'vckes, Judd^ 
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ImHui, K«II«7, Kelsty, KetohaBi, Kiteken, Koonti, Lafllo, 
fieo.Y. LawTODce, William Lawrence, Linoofn, JUMtn, Logao, 



fx>aghridge, Lynch, Mallory, Marvin, Maynard, McCarthy^ 
HoClnrg, Mercor, Miller, Moore, Morrell, Mnllins, Myers, 
Newcomb, Nnnn, O'Neill, Orth, Paine, Perbam, Peters, Pike, 



Plants, Poland, PoUley, Pomeroy, Price, JEUtnm, Robertson, 

" • • "lOflf" "* •-—--•• - - 

)t 

dge, , . 

Tan Horn, Robert T. Tan Horn, Van Wyck, Ward, Cadwal- 



Sawyer, Schenck, Scofleld, Shanks, Smith, Spalding, Stark- 
weather, Thaddens Stevecs, Stokes, Taffe. Taylor, 
Mmble, Trowbrid^, Twichell, tTpson^van Aemam, Bart 



ftder G. Washbnm, Ellihn B.Washbnrne, William B. Wash- 
bnni, Welker, Thomas Williams, James P. Wilson, John T. 
Wilson, Stephen F. Wilson, Windom, Woodbridge->127. 

Nats— Messrs. AdamSt ArcKer, Axtai, Bamum^ Beck, 
Boyer, Brooks^ Burr, Cary^ CftanUr, Eldridge, Fox^ Getz^ 
Cflosshrenner^ CfoUadayt Cfr&ver, Haight^ Hdlrnan, Hotchkiss, 
Humphrey^ Joknmm, J<mt», Kerr, Knott, MarsitdU, McCor- 
mick, Morgan, Mmgen, NiUack, Nicholson. Pruyn, BandaU, 
Sots, Sitgreavts, Stewart.SUme, Taber, TnmMe, VanAukm, 
Van Tfump, Wood, Woodward— A2. 

Nov YoTiNO— Messrs. Baker, Barnes, Benjamin, Eckley, 
Bla, Finney, Hawkins, Asahel W. Hubbard^icAord D, Hub- 
bard, McCuUough, Moorhead, Morrissey, Fhdps, PiXe^ob- 
inson, Selye, Shellaburger, Aaron F. Stevens, Henry D. Wash- 
Imm, William Willhmis— 20. 

The second article was agreed to— yeas 124, 
nays 41, not voting 24. 

The third article was agreed to— yeas 124, 
nays 41, not voting 24. 

The fourth article was agreed to— yeas 117, 
nays 40, not voting 32. 

. The fifth article was agreed to— ^yeas 127, 
nays 42, not voting 20. 

The sixth article was agreed t<H- yeas 127, 
navs 42, not voting 20. 

The seventh article was agreed to— rydas 127, 
nays 42, not voting 20. 1 . 

The eighth article was agreed to— yeta 127, 
nays 42, not voting 20. 

The ninth article was agreed to— yeas 10^, 
nays 41, not voting 40. 

The tenth article was agreed to-— yeas SB, nays 
44, not voting 57. 

The eleventn article was agreed to— yeas 109, 
navs 32, not voting 48. 

Messrs. John A. Bingham, QeorgeS. Boutwell, 
James F. Wilson, Benjamin F. Butlei;, Thomas 
Williams, John A. Logan, and Thaddens Stevens 
were elected managers to conduct the impeach- 
ment. 

March 4 — ^The articles were read to the Senate 
by the Managers. 

March .5 — -Chief Justice Chase took the chair. 
Associate Justice Nelson having administered 
the following oath : 

** I do solemnly swear that in all things appertaining to 
the trial of the impeachment of Andrew Johnson, President 
df the United States, I will do impartial justice according to 
the Constitution and laws : So help me God." 

March 5 and 6 — The Chief Justice adminis- 
tered the same oath to the various Senators. On 
* the 6th, an order was adopted, directing a sum- 
mons on Andrew Johnson to file answer to the 
articles, returnable on the 13th instant. 

March 13 — The President's counsel entered 
this appearance : 

In the matter of the impeachment of Andrew 
Johnson, President of the United States, 

Mr. Chief Justice: I, Andrew Johnson, Presi- 
dent of the United States, having been served 
with a summon to appear before this honorable 
court, sitting as a court of impeachment, to 
answer certain articles of impeachment found 
and presented against me by the honorable the 
House of Representatives of the United States, 
do hereby enter my appearance by my counsel, 
Henry Stanbery, Benjamin B. Curtis, Jeremiah 



S. Black,* William M. Evarts, and Thomas A. R. 
Nelson, who have my warrant and authority 
therefor, and who are instructed by me to ask of 
this honorable court for a reasonable time for 
the preparation of my answer to said articles. 

After a careful examination of the articles of 
impeachment, and consultation with my counsel, 
I am satisfied that at least forty days will ha 
necessary for the preparation of my answer, and 
I respectfully ask that it be allowed. ( 

Andeew Johusof. 

The counsel also read a " professional state- 
ment " in support of the request. The Senate 
retired for consultation, and, after some time, 
adopted, without a division, an order that the 
respondent file answer on or before the 23dinst. 
An order was also adopted — ^yeas 40, nays 10-— 
that unless otherwise ordered by the Senate for 
cause shown, the trial shall proceed immediately 
after replication shall be filed. 

AN "ILLEGAL AND UUCONSTITUTIOirAL COUET." 

March 23 — Mr. Davis, a member of the Senate 
and of the Court of Impeachment, from the State 
of Kentucky, moved the court to make this 
order : 

The Constitution having vested the Senate 
with the sole power to try the articles of impeach- 
ment of the President of the United States pre- 
ferred by the House of Representatives, and 
having also declared that *' the Senate of the 
United States shall be composed of two Senators 
from each State, chosen by the legislatures there- 
of," and the States of Virginia, North Carolina, 
South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, 
Arkansas, Louisiana, and Texas having, each 
by its legislature, chosen two Senators, who have 
been and continue to be excluded by the Senate 
from their seats respectively, without any judg- 
ment by the Senate against them personally and 
individually on the points of their elections, re- 
turns, and Qualifications, it is 

Ordered, That a Court of Impeachment for the 
trial of the President cannot be legally and con- 
stitutionally formed while the Senators from the 
States aforesaid are thus excluded from the 
Senate ; and this case is continued until the 
Senators from these States are permitted to take 
their seats in the Senate, subject to all constitu- 
tional exceptions to their elections, returns, and 
qualifications severally. 

Which was rejected— yeas 2, nays 49, as fol- 
low: 

Ybas — Messrs. Davis, McOreery—2. 

Nats — Messrs. Anthony, BiuikaUto, Cameron, Cattell, 
Chandler, Cole, Conkling, Conness, Corbett, Cragin. Dixon, 
DooUaie, Drake, Edmunds, Ferry, Fessendon, Fowler, Fre- 
linghuysen. Grimes, ilarlun, Henderson, Hendricks, How- 
ard, Howe, Johnson, Morgan, Morrill of Maine, Morrill of 
Vermont, Morton, Norton, Nye, Patterson of New Hamp- 
sliire, Patterson of Tennessee, Pomeroy, Ramsey, Boss, 
Sherman, Spr.igne, Stewart, Snmnec, Thayer, Tipton, 
Trumbull, Van Winkle, Tickers, WiOey, Williams, Wilson, 
Yates— 49 

Not Voxino— Messrs. Bayard, Saultbury, Wade— 3. , 

Answer of President Johnson. 

Mr. Curtis then proceeded to read the answer 
to the close of that portion relative to the first 
article of impeachment. 



* Mr. Black did not appear in the trial. March 23, Hon. 
William S. Groesbeck of Ohio appeared in his stvuL 
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Mr. Stanbery read that portion of the aoawer 
beginning with the reply to the second article 
to the close of the response to the ninth article. 

Mr. Evarts read the residue of the answer. 

Senate of the United Statee, sitting as a Court of 

Impeachment for the trial of Andrew Johnson, 

President of the United States. 

The answer of the said Andrew Johnson, 

President of the United States, to the articles 

of impeachment exhibited against him by the 

House of Representatives of the United States. 

AHSWEB TO ABTIOLE I. 

For answer to the first article he says : That 
Edwin M. Stanton was appointed Secretary for 
the Department of War on the 15th day of Jan- 
uary, A. D. 1862, by Abraham Lincoln, then 
President of the United States, during the first 
term of his presidency, and was commissioned, 
according to the Constitution and laws of the 
United States, to hold the said office during the 
pleasure of the President ; that the office of Sec- 
retary for the Department of War was created 
by an act of the first Congress in its first session, 
passed on the 7th day of August, A. D. 1789, and 
in and by that act it was provided and enacted, 
that the said Secretarv for the Department of 
War shall perform ana execute such duties as 
shall from time to time be enioined on and in- 
trusted to him by the President of the United 
States, agreeably to the Constitution, relative to 
the subjects within the scope of said department ; 
and, furthermore, that the said Secretary shall 
conduct the business of the said Department in 
such a manner as the President of the United 
States shall from time to time order and in- 
struct. 

And this respondent, further answering, says 
that by force of the act aforesaid and by reason 
of his appointment aforesaid the said Stanton 
became the principal officer in one of the execu- 
tive departments of the Government within the 
true intent and meaning of the second section of 
the second article of the Constitution of the 
United States, and according to the true intent 
and meaning of that provision of the Constitu- 
tion of the United States ; and, in accordance 
with the settled and uniform practice of each 
and every President of the United States, the 
said Stanton then became, and so long as he 
should continue to hold the said office of Secre- 
tarv for the Department of War must continue 
to be, one of the advisers of the President of the 
United States, as well as the person intrusted to 
act for and represent the President in matters 
enjoined upon him or intrusted to him by the 
President touching the department aforesaid, and 
for whose conduct in such capacity, subordinate 
to the President, the President is by the Consti- 
tution and laws of the United States, made re- 
sponsible. 

And this respondent, further answering, says 
he succeeded to the office of President of the 
United States upon, and by reason of, the death 
of Abraham Lincoln, then President of the 
United States, on the 15th day of April, 1865, 
and the said Stanton was then holding the said 
office of Secretary for the Department of War 
under and by reason of the appointment and 
commission aforesaid ; and not having been re- 



moved from -the said oiBce by t3ii» i^epondeari; 
the said Stanton continued to hold tne saoro 
under the appointment and commission afore- 
said, at the pleasure of the President, until the 
time hereinafter particularly mentioned ; and at 
no time received any appointment or commission, 
save as above detailed. 

And this respondent, further answering, says 
that on and prior to the 6th day of August, 
A. D. 1867, this respondent, the President of tha^ 
United States, responsible for the conduct of the 
Secretary for the Department of War, and having 
the constitutional right to resort to and rely 
upon the person holaing that office for advice 
concerning the great and difficult public duties 
enjoined on the President by the Constitution 
and laws of the United States, became satisfied 
that he could not allow the said Stanton to con- 
tinue to hold the office of Secretary for the De- 
partment of War without hazard of the public 
interest; that the relations between the said: 
Stanton and the President no longer permitted 
the President to resort to him for advice, or to 
be, in the judgment of the President, safelv re- 
sponsible for his conduct of the affiiiro of the^ 
Department of War, as by law required, in ac- 
cordance with the orders and instructions of the: 
President; and thereupon, by force of the Con- 
stitution and laws of the United States, whielft 
devolve on the President the power and the duty 
to control the conduct of the business of thf^^ 
executive department of the government, and 
by ceason of the constitutional duty of the Presi- 
dent to take care that the laws be faithfully ex- 
ecuted, this respondent did necessarily consider, 
and did determine that the said Stanton ought 
no longer to hold the said office of Secretary for 
the Department of War. And this respondent, 
by virtue of the power and authority vested in, 
him as President of the United States, by the 
Constitution and laws of the United States, to 
^ve effect to such his decision and determina- 
tion, did, on the 5th day of August, A. D. 1867, 
address to the said Stanton a note, of which thdi 
following is a true copy: 

Sia : Public considerations of a high character constrain 
me to say that yoor resignation as S^retary of War will Im 
accepted. 

To which note the said Stanton made the fol- 
lowing reply : 

Wae Dbpartmkiit, Wiuhinffton, August 5, 1867. 
Snt; Tonr note of this day has been received, stating 
that *' public considerations of a high character constrain- 
▼ou *' to sav *< that my resignation as Secretary of War will 
be accepted." 

In reply, I have the honor to say that public considera- 
tions of a high character, which alone have indnced me to 
continue at the head of this Department, constniin me not 
to resign the office of Secretary of War before the next 
meeting of Congress. 

Very respectfully, yours, 

Edwin M. Staoton. 

This respondent, as President of the United 
States, was thereon of opinion that, having 
regard to the necessary official relations and 
duties of the Secretary for the Department of 
War to the President of the United States, ac- 
cording to the Constitution and laws of the 
United States, and having regard to the respon- 
sibility of the President for the conduct ot the 
said Secretary, and having regard to the perma- 
nent executive authority of the office which the 
respondent holds under the Constitution amI 



Digitized by 



Google 



Bige IS] 



THB ABTIOIiBd 09 Il^BAOHMENT, ETC. 



2T8 



laws of the XTnit^ States, it was impossible, 
coBsistently with the public interests, to allow 
"the said Stanton to continue to hold the said 
office of Secretary for the Department of War ; 
and it then became the official dnty of the re- 
spondent, as President of the United States, 
to consider and decide what act or acts should 
and might lawfully be done by him, as Presi- 
dent of the United States, to cause the said 
Btanton to surrender the said office. 

This respondent was informed and verily be- 
lieved that it was practically settled by the first 
Congress of the United States, and had been so 
considered, and, uniformly and in great numbers 
of instances, acted on by each Congress and 
President of the United States, in succession, 
from President Washington to, and including, 
President Lincoln, and from the First Congress 
to the Thir^-Ninth Congress, that the Constitu- 
tion of the United States conferred on the Pres- 
ident, as part of the executive power and as one 
of the necessary means and instruments of per- 
forming the executive duty expressly imposed 
* on him by the Constitution of taking care that 
the laws be faithfully executed, the power at any 
and all times of removing from office all execu- 
tive officers for cause to be judged of by the 
President alone. This respondent had, in pur- 
suance of the Constitution, required the opinion 
of each principal officer of the executive depart- 
ments upon this question of constitutional 
executive power and duty, and had been advised 
by each of them, including the said Stanton, 
Secretary for the Department of War, that 
under the Constitution of the United States this 
power was lodged by the Constitution in the 
President of the United States, and that, conse- 
quently, it could be lawfullv exercised by him, 
and the Congress could not (deprive him thereof ; 
and this respondent, in his capacity of President 
of the United States, and because in that 
capacity he was both enabled and bound to use 
bis best judgment upon this question, did, in 
good faith and with an earnest desire to arrive 
at the truth, come to the conclusion and opinion, 
and did make t^e same known to the honorable 
the Senate of the United States by a message 
dated on the 2d day of March, 1867, (a true 
2opy whereof is hereunto annexed and marked 
A.,) that the power last mentioned was conferred 
and the duty of exercising it, in fit cases, was 
imposed on the President by the Constitution of 
the United States, and that the President could 
not be deprived of this power or relieved of this 
duty, nor could the same be vested by law in 
the President and the Senate jointly, either in 
' part or whole ; and this has ever since remained 
and was the opinion of this respondent at the 
time when he was forced as aforesaid to consider 
and decide what act or acts should and mi^ht 
lawfully be done by this respondent, as President 
of the United States, to cause the said Stanton 
to surrender the said office. 

This respondent was also then aware that by 
the first section of "An act regulating the tenure 
of certain civil offices," passedMarch 2, 1867, by 
a constitutional majority of both houses of Con- 
gress, it was enacted as follows : 
Tlr.it erery person holding any cItII office to which be 
^ baa been appointed by and with the advice and consent of 
the Senate, and eveir person who tball hereafter be ao- 
18 



pointed to sny sneta offle«. rad shall become duly qoatliled 
to act therein, is and shall be entitled to hold such office 
nntil a successor shall have been in like manner appointed 



and duly oualifled, except as herein otherwise provided 
Provided^ That the Secretaries of State, of ^e Treasury, ol 
War, of the Navy, and of the Interior, the Poetmastor G^- 



■,of 



eral and the AtttMney General, shall hold their offices re- 
spectively for and during the term of the President by whom 
they may have been appointed, and one month thereafter, 
subject to removal by and with the advice and consent <^ 
the Senate. 

This respondent was also aware that this act 
was understood and intended to be an expression 
of the opinion of the Congress by which that 
act was passed, that the power to remove execu- 
tive officers for cause might, by law, be taken 
from the President and vested in him and the 
Senate jointly ; and although this respondent 
had arrived at and still retained the opinion 
above expressed, and verily believed, as he still 
believes, that the said first section of the last- 
mentioned act was and is wholly inoperative 
and void by reason of its confiict with tne Con- 
stitution of the United States, yet, inasmuch as 
the same had been enacted by the constitutional 
majority in each of the two houses of that Con- 
gress, this respondent considered it to be proper 
to examine and decide whether the particular 
case of the said Stanton, on which it was this 
respondent's duty to act, was within or without 
the terms of that first section of the act ; or, if 
within it, whether the President had not the 
power, according to the terms of the act, to re- 
move the said Stanton from the office of Secre- 
tary for the Department of War, and having, in 
his capacity of President of the Unfted States, 
so examineaand considered, did form the opinion 
that the case of the said Stanton and his tenure 
of office were not affected by the first section of 
the last-named act 

And this respondent, further answering, savs, 
that although a case ^us existed which, in nis 
judgment as President of the United States, 
called for the exercise of the executive power to 
remove the said Stanton from the office of Secre- 
tary for the Department of War, and although 
this respondent was of opinion, as is above 
shown, tuat under the Constitution of the United 
States the power to remove the said Stanton from 
the said office was vested in the President of the 
United States; and although this respondent 
was also of the opinion, as is above shown, that 
the case of the said Stanton was not affected bv 
the first section of the last named act ; and al- 
though each of the said opinions had been 
formed by this respondent upon an actual case, 
requiring him, in his capacity of President of 
the United States, to come to some judgment and 
determination thereon, yet this respondent, as 
President of the United States, desired and de- 
termined to avoid,, if possible, any Question of 
the construction and effect of the said nrst section 
of ^e last-named act, and also the broader 

auestion of the executive power conferred on 
le President of the Uniteif States, by the Con- 
stitution of the United States, to remove one of 
the principal officers of one of the executive 
departments for cause seeming to him sufficient ; 
and this respondent also desired and determined 
that, if from causes over which he could exert 
no control, it should become absolutely necessary 
to raise and have, in some way, determined 
either or both of the said last-named questions, 
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it WM in aooordanM with the Goottitution of the 
United States and was reqaired of the President 
thereby, that qaestions of so much g^ravity and 
importance, upon which the legislative and ex- 
ecutive departments of the Government had dis- 
agreed, which involved powers considered by iJl 
branches of the Government, during its entire 
history down to the year 1867, to have been 
confided by the Constitution QjB» the United 
States to the President, and to bd^necessary for 
the complete and proner execution of his consti- 
tutional duties, shoula be in some proper way 
eabmitted to that judicial department of the 
government intrusted bv the Constitution with 
the power, and subjected by it to the duty, not 
onlv of determining finally the construction of 
ana effect of all acts of Congress, but of com- 
paring them with the Constitution of the United 
States and pronouncing them inoperative when 
found in eonflict with that fundamental law 
which the people have enacted for the govern- 
ment of all their servants. And to these ends, 
first, that through the action of the Senate of 
the United States, the absolute duty of the Pres- 
ident to substitute some fit person in place of Mr. 
Stanton as one of his advisers, and a» a principal 
subordinate officer whose official conduct he was 
responsible for and had lawful right to control, 
might, if possible, be accomplished without the 
necessity of raising any one of the questions 
aforesaid ; and, second, if this duty could not be 
so performed, then that these questions, or such 
of them as might necessarily arise, should be 
judicially determined in manner aforesaid, and 
for no other end or purpose this respondent, as 
President of the United States, on the 12th day 
of August, 1867, seven days after the reception 
of the letter of the said Stanton of the 6th of 
August, hereinbefore stated, did issue to the said 
Stanton the order following, namely : 

Executive Mansioit, 
Washinotoit, August 12, 1867. 

Sn ; By virtite of the power and authority vested in me 
*■ President by the Gonstitutiou and laws of the United 
(States, yoa are hereby suspended from office as Secretary of 
War, and will cease to exercise any and all fonctions per- 
taining to the same. 

You will at once transfer to Qeneral Ulysses S. Grant, 
teho has this day been authorized and empowered to act as 
Secretary of War ad interim^ all records, books, papers, and 
|rt;her publicproperty now in your custody and charge. 

The Hon. Jsomit M. Stanton, Secretary qf War. 

To which said order the said Stanton made 

the following reply : ^ ^ 

° ^ "^ War Department, 

Washington Citt, AvgwA 12, 1807. 

Sir: Your note of this date has been received, inibmi- 
Ing me that, by virtue of the powers vesterl in you as Presi- 
dent by the Constitution and laws of the United States, I 
am suspended from office as Secretary of War, and will 
cease to exercise any and all functions pertaining to the 
flame, and also directing me at once to transfer to General 
Ulysses S. Grant, who has this day been authorized and 
empowered to atit as Secretary of War od interim^ all 
records, books, papers, and other public property now in 
my custody and charge. Under a sense of public duty I 
am compelled to deny your right, under the Constitution 
and laws of the United States, without the advice and con- 
sent of the Senate, and without legal cause, to suspend me 
from office as Secretary of War, or the exercise of anj or 
all ftinctions pertaining to the same, or without such ad- 
vice and consent, to compel me to transfer to any person 
the records, books, papers, and public property in my cus- 
tody as Secretary. But inasmuch as the General command- 
ing the armies of the United States has been appointed ad 
i$Uerimf and has notified me that he has accepted the ap- 
pointment, I have no alternative but to sabmit, vnder pro- 
test, to superior force. 

Xo the Pebsiduit. 



.And this re^ndent, furthw antw^rix^, 8i^i» 
that it is provided in and by the second section 
of "An act to regulate the tenure of certa^ 
civil offices,*' that the President may suspend 
an officer from the performance of the duties <^ 
the office held bv him, for certain causes therei|i 
€esignated, until the next meeting of the Sen- 
ate, and until the case shall be acted on by th« 
Senate; that this respondent, as President of 
the United States, was advised^ and he verily 
believed and still believes, that the executive 
power of removal from office confided to him by. 
the Constitution as aforesaid includes the pow^ 
of suspension from office at the pleasure of thCr 
President, and this respondent, by the order 
aforesaid, did suspend .the said Stanton from 
office, not until the next meeting of the Senate^ 
or until the Senate should have acted upon the 
case, but by force of the power and authority 
vested in him by the Constitution and laws ai 
the United States, indefinitely and at the plea^ 
sure of the President, and the order, in form 
aforesaid, was made known to the Senate of t^ 
United States on the 12th day of December, A. !>« 
1867, as will be more fully hereinafter stated. 

And this respondent, iurther answering, says, 
that in and by the act of February IS, 1795, it 
wa«» among other things, provided and enacted 
that, in case of vacancy in the office of Secre^ 
tary for the Department of War, it shall be la^y- 
ful for the President, in case he shall think i^ 
neeetsjvTi to authorize any person to perform 
the dnti^ of that office until a successor be ap- 
pointed or such vacancy filled, but not exceeding 
the term of six months ; and this respondent^ 
being advised and believing that such law was 
in full force and not repealed, by an order dated 
August 12, 1867, did authorize and empower 
Ulysses S. Grant, General of the armies of the 
United States, to act as Secretaiy for the Depart- 
ment of War ad interim, in the form in which 
similar authority had theretofore been given« 
not until the next meeting of the Senate and 
until the Senate should act on the case, but at 
the pleasure of the President, subject only tp 
the limitation of six months in the said last- 
mentioned act contained; and a copy of the 
last-named order was made known to the Senate 
of the United States on the 12th day of Decem- 
ber, A. D. 1867, as will be hereinafter miJre fully 
stated ; and in pursuance of the design and in* 
tention aforesaid, if it should become necessary 
to submit the said questions to a judicial de- 
termination, this respondent, at or near the date 
of the last-mentioned order, did make known 
such his purpose to obtain a judicial decision ol 
the said questions, or such of them as might bt 
necessary. 

And this respondent, further answering, says, 
that in further pursuance of his intention and 
design, if possible, to perform what he judged^ 
to be his imperative duty, to prevent the said 
Stanton from longer holding the office of Secre* 
tary for the Department of War, and at the 
same time avoiding, if possible, any question 
respecting the extent of the power of removal 
from executive office confided to the President 
by the Constitution of the United States, and 
any question respecting the construction and 
effect of the first section of the said " act regil* 
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Uting the tenafe 6f certain civil offices/' while 
be ebould not, by any act of bis, abandon and 
relinquish, either a power which he believed 
the Ck)n8titution had conferred on the President 
of the United States, to enable him to perform 
the duties of his office, or a power designedly 
left to him by the first section of the act of 
Congress last aforesaid, this respondent did, on 
the 12th day of December, 1867, transmit to the 
Senate of the United States a message, a copy 
whereof is hereunto annexed and marked B, 
wherein he made known the orders aforeeaid 
and the reasons which had induced the same, so 
far as this respondent then considered it mate- 
rial and necessary that the same should be set 
forth, and reiterated his views concerning the 
constitutional power of removal vested in the 
President, and also expressed bis views concern- 
ing the construction of the said first section of 
the last-mentioned act, as respected the power 
of the President to remove the said Stanton 
from the said office of Secretary for the Depart- 
ment of War, well hoping that this respondent 
eonld thus perform what he then believed, and 
still believes, to be his imperative duty in refer- 
ence to the said Stanton, without derosating 
from the powers which this respondent believed 
were confided to the President by the Oonsti- 
tation and laws, and without the necessity of 
raising judicially any questions respecting the 
eame. 

And this respondent, further answering, says, 
tiiat this hope not having been realized, the 
President was compelled eitner to allow the sai^ 
Stanton to resume the said office and remain 
therein, contrary to the settled convictions of 
the President, formed as aforesaid, respecting 
the powers confided to him and the duties re- 
quired of him by the Constitution of the United 
States, and contrary to the opinion formed as 
aforesaid, that the first section of the last-men- 
tioned act did not affect the case of the said 
Stanton, and contrary to the fixed belief of the 
President that he could no longer advise with 
or trust or be responsible for the said Stanton, 
in the said office of Secretary for the Depart- 
ment of War^ or else he was compelled to take 
such steps as mi^ht, in the juagment of the 
President, be lawful and necessary to raise, for 
a judicial decision, the questions affecting the 
lawful right of the said Stanton to resume the 
said office, or the power of the said Stanton to 
persist in refusing to quit the said office, if he 
should persist in actually refusing to quit the 
same ; and to this end, and to this end only, this 
respondent did, on the 21st day of February, 
18o8, issue the order for the removal of the said 
Stanton, in the said first article mentioned and 
eet forth, and the order authorizing the said 
Ijorenzo Thomas to act as Secretary of War ad 
interim^ in the said second article set forth. 

And this respondent, proceeding to answer 
specifically each substantial allegation in the 
said first article, says : He denies that the said 
Stanton, on the 21st day of February, 1868, was 
lawfully in possession of the said office of Secre- 
tary for the Department of War. He denies 
that the said Stanton, on the day last mentioned, 
was lawfully entitled to hold the said offir*^ 
igainst the will of the President of the United 



States. He denies that the said order for the 
removal of the said Stanton was unlawfully 
issued. He denies that the said order was issued 
with intent to violate the act entitled "An act 
to regulate the tenure of certain civil offices." 
He denies that the said order was a violation of 
the last-mentioned act. He denies that the said 
order was a violation of the Ck>nstitution of the 
United States, or of any law thereof, or of his 
oath of office. He denies that the said order was 
issued with an intent to violate the Constitution 
of *he United States, or any law thereof, or thi 
respondent's oath of office; and he respectfully* 
but earnestly, insists that not only was it issuel 
by him in the performance of what he believed 
to be an imperative official duty, but in the per- 
formance of what this honorable court will con- 
sider was, in point of fact, an imperative official 
duty. And he denies that any and all substan- 
tive matters in the first article contained, in 
manner and form as the same are therein stated 
and set forth, do by law constitute a high mis- 
demeanor in office, within the true intent and 
meaning of the Constitution of the United States. 

AirSWEE TO ARTICLE II. 

And for answer to the second article, this res- 

Sondent says, that he admits he did issue and 
eliver to said Lorenzo Thomas the said writing 
set forth in said second article, bearing date at 
Washington, District of Columbia, February 21, 
1868, addressed to Brevet Major General Lorenzo 
Thomas, Adjutant General United States army, 
Washington, District of Columbia, and he further 
admits that the same was so issued without the 
advice and consent of the Senate of the United 
States, then in session ; but he denies that ho 
thereby violated the Constitution of the United 
States, or any law thereof, or that he did thereby 
intend to violate the Constitution of the United 
States or the provisions of any act of Congress ; 
and this respondent refers to nis answer to said 
first article for a full statement of the purposes 
and intentions with which said order was issued, 
and adopts the same as part of his answer to this 
article ; and he further denies that there was 
then and there no vacancy in the said office of 
Secretary for the Department of War, or that he 
did then and there commit or was guilty of a 
high misdemeanor in office ; and this respondent 
maintains and will insist: 

1. That at the date and delivery of said writ- 
ing there was a vacancy existing in the office oi 
Secretary for the Department of War. 

2. That, notwithstanding the Senate of the 
United States was then in session, it was lawful 
and according to long and well-established 
usage to empower and authorize the said Thomas 
to act as Secretary of War ad interi7n. 

3. That if the said act regulating the tenure 
of civil offices be held to be a valid law, no pro- 
vision of the same was violated by the issuing 
of said order or by the designation of said Thomas 
to act as Secretary of War ad interim, 

AHBWEB TO ARTICLE III. 

And for answer to said third article, this res- 
pondent says, that be abides by his answer to 
said first and second articles, in so far as the 
same are responsive to the allegations contained 
in the said tnird article, and, without here again 



Digitized by 



Google 



276 



POLinOAL KANUAL. 



[Pfcrtin 



repeating the same answer, prays the same be 
taken as an answer to this third article as fully 
as if here again set out at length ; and as to 
the new allegation contained in said third article, 
that this respondent did appoint the said Thomas 
to be Secretary for the Department of War ad 
interim, this respondent denies that he gave any 
other authority to said Thomas than such as 
appears in said written authority set out in Said 
article, by which he authorized and empowered 
said Thomas to act as Secretary for the Depart- 
ment of War ad interim; and he denies that the 
same amounts to an appointment, and insists 
that it is only a designation of an officer of that 
Department to act temporarily as Secretary for 
the Department of War ad 'interim, until an 
appointment should be made. But, whether the 
said written authority amounts to an appoint- 
ment or to a temporary authority or designation, 
this respondent denies that in any sense he did 
thereby intend to violate the Constitution of the 
United States, or that he thereby intended to 
give the said order the character or effect of an 
appointment in the constitutional or legal sense 
01 that term. He further denies that there was 
no vacancy in said office of Secretary for the De- 
partment of War existing at the date of said 
written authority. 

ANSWEB TO ABTICLE IV. 

And for answer to said fourth article, this res- 
pondent denies that on the said 21st day of Feb- 
ruary, 1868, at Washington aforesaid, or at any 
other time or place, he did unlawfully conspire 
with the said Lorenzo Thomas, or with the said 
Thomas and any other person or persons, with 
intent, by intimidations and threats, unlawfully 
to hinder and prevent the said Stanton from 
holding said office of Secretary for the Depart- 
ment of War, in violation of the Constitution 
of the United States, or of the provisions of the 
said act of Congress in said article mentioned, 
or that he did then and there commit or was 
guilty of a high crime in office. On the con- 
trary thereof, protesting that the said Stanton 
was not then and there lawfully the Secretary 
for the Department of War, this respondent 
states that his sole purpose in authorizing the 
said Thomas to act as Secretary for the Depart- 
ment of War ad interim was, as is fully stated 
in his answer to the said first article, to bring 
the question of the ri^ht of the said Stanton to 
hold said office, notwithstanding his said sus- 
pension, and notwithstanding the said order of 
removal, and notwithstanding the said authority 
of the said Thomas to act as Secretary of War 
ad interim, to the test of a final decision by the 
Supreme Court of the United States, in the 
earliest practicable mode by which the question 
could be brought before that tribunal. 

This respondent did not conspire or agree with 
the said Thomas, or any other person or persons, 
to use intimidation or threats to hinder or pre- 
vent the said Stanton from holding the said office 
of Secretary for the Department of War, nor 
did this respondent at any time command or 
advise the said Thomas or any other person or 
persons to resort to or use either threats or in- 
timidations for that purpose. The only means 
:n the contemplation or purpose of respondent 
to be used are set forth fully in the said orders 



of Febniary £1, the first BddrwsedHo Mr. Staa* 
ton and the second to the said Thomas. 

By the first order, the respondent notified Mr. 
Stanton that he was removed from the said office, 
and that his functions as Secretary for the De- 
partment of War were to terminate upon the 
receipt of that order ; and he also thereby noti- 
fied the said Stanton that the said Thomas had 
been authorized to act as Secretary for the De- 
partment of War ad interim, and ordered the said 
Stanton to transfer to him all the records, books, 
papers, and other public property in his custody 
and charge ; and, by the second order, this res- 
pondent notified the said Thomas of the removal 
trom office of the said Stanton, and authorized 
him to act as Secretary for the Department ol 
War ad interim, and directed him to immediately 
enter upon the discharge of the duties pertain- 
ing to that office, and to receive the transfer of 
all the records, books, papers, and other public 
property from Mr. Stanton then in his costody 
and charge. 

Respondent gave no instructions to the said 
Thomas to use intimidation or threats to enforce 
obedience to these orders. He gave him do 
authority to call in the aid of the military or 
any other force to enable him to obtain pos- 
session of the office, or of the books, papers, 
records, or property thereof. The only agency 
resorted to or intended to be resorted to was by 
means of the said executive orders requiring 
obedience. But the Secretary of the Depart- 
ment of War refused to obey these orders, and 
still holds undisturbed possession and custody 
of that Department, and of the records, books, 
papers, and other public property therein. Re- 
spondent further states that, in execution of the 
orders so by this respondent given to the said 
"Thomas, he, the said Thomas, proceeded in a 
peaceful manner to demand of the said Stanton 
a surrender to him of the public property in the 
said Department, and to vacate the possession of 
the same, and to allow him, the said Thomas, 

Eeaceably to exercise the duties devolved upon 
im by authority of the President. That, as 
this respondent has been informed and believes, 
the said Stanton peremptorily refused obedience 
to the orders so issued. Upon such refusal, no 
force or threat of force was used by the said 
Thomas, by authority of the President or other- 
wise, to enforce obedience, either then or at any 
subsequent time. 

This respondent doth here except to the suffi- 
ciency of the allegations contained in said fourth 
article, and states for ground of exception, that 
it is not stated that there was any agreement 
between this respondent and the said Thomas, 
or any other person or persons, to use intimida- 
tion and threats, nor is there any allegation aa 
to the nature of said intimidation and threats, 
or that there was any agreement to carry them 
into execution, or that any step was taken or 
asjreed to be taken to carry them into ezecn- 
tion, and that the allegation in said article that 
the intent of said conspiracv was to use intim- 
idation and threats is wholly insufficient, inas- 
much as it is not alleged that the said intent 
formed the basis or become a part of any agree- 
ment between the said alleged conspirators, and, 
furthermore, that there is no allegation of aty 
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threats. 

AH9WEB TO ABTIOLB V. 

And for answer to the said fifth article, this 
resbondent denies that on the said 21st day of 
February, 1868, or at any other time or times in 
the same year before the said 2d day of March, 
1868, or at any prior or subsequent time, at 
Washington aloresaid, or at any other place, this 
respondent did unlawfully conspire with the 
said Thomas, or with any other person or per- 
sons, to prevent or hinder the execution of the 
said act entitled " An act regulating the tenure 
of certain civil offices," or that, in pursuance of 
said alleged conspiracy, he did unlawfully at- 
tempt to prevent the said Edwin M. Stanton 
from holding said office of Secretary for the De- 
partment of War, or that he-did thereby commit, 
or that be was thereby guilty of, a high misde- 
meanor in office. Respondent, protesting that 
said Stanton was not tuen and there Secretary 
for he Department of War, begs leave to refer 
to his answer given to the fourtn article and to 
his answer given to the first article, as to his in- 
tent and purpose in issuing the orders for the 
removal of Mr. Stanton and the authority given 
to the said Thomas, and prays equal benefit 
therefrom as if the same were here again re 
plated and fully set forth. 

And this resnondent excepts to the sufficiency 
of the said filtn article, and states his ground 
for such exception, that it is not alleged by what 
means or by what agreement the said alleged 
conspiracy was formed or agreed to be carried 
out, or in what way the same was attempted to 
be carried out, or what were the acts aone in 
pursuance thereof. 

ANSWEB TO ABTIOLE VI. 

And for answer to the said sixth article, this 
respondent denies that on the said 21st day of 
February. 1868, at Washington aforesaid, or at 
an^ other time or place, he did unlawfully con- 
spire with the said Thomas by force to seize, 
take, or possess, the property of the United 
States in the Department of War, contrary to 
the provisions of the said acts referred to in the 
said article, or either of them, or with intent to 
violate either of them. Respondent, protesting 
that said Stanton was not then and there Secre- 
tary for the Department of War, not only denies 
the said conspiracy as charged, but also denies 
any unlawful intent in reference to the custody 
and charge of the property of the United States 
in the said Department of War, and again refers 
to his former answers for a full statement of his 
intent and purpose in the premises. 

AirSWEB TO ABTICLS YII. 

And for answer to the said seventh article, 
respondent denies that on the said 21st day of 
February, 1868, at Washington aforesaid, or at 
any other time and place, he did unlawfully con- 
spiro with the said Thomas with intent unlaw- 
folly to seize, take, or possess the property of the 
United States in the Department of War with 
intent to violate or disregard the said act in the 
sjttd seventh article referred to, or that he did 
then and there commit a hi^h misdemeanor in 
office. Kespondent, protesting that the said 
S^Dton was noft then and there Secretary for the 



Departinenc ot War, again refers to his former 
answers, in so far as they are applicable, to show 
the intent with which he proceeded in the prem- 
ises, and prays equal benefit therefrom as if the 
same were here again fully repeated. Respond- 
ent further takes exception to the sufficiency of 
the allegations of this article as to the conspiracy 
alleged, upon the same grounds as stated in the 
exception set forth in his answer to said article 
fourth. 

ANSWEB TO ABTICLB VHI. 

And for answer to the said eighth article, this 
respondent denies that on the 21st day of Feb- 
ruary, 1868, at Washington aforesaid, or at any 
other time and place, he did issue and deliver to 
the said Thomas the said letter of authority set 
forth in the said eighth article, with the intent 
unlawfully to control the disbursements of the 
money appropriated for the military service and 
for the Department of War. This respondent, 
protesting that there was a vacancy in the office 
of Secretary for the Department of War, admits 
that he did issue the said letter of authority, and 
he denies that the same was with any unlawful 
intent whatever, either to violate the Constitu- 
tion of the United States or any act of Conj^ress. 
On the contrary, this respondent ag;ain affirms 
that his sole intent was to vindicate his authority 
as President of the United States, and by peace- 
ful means to bring the question of the right of 
the said Stanton to continue to hold the said office 
of Secretary of War to a final decision before the 
Supreme Court of the United States, as has been 
hereinbefore set forth; and he prays the same 
benefit from his answer in the premises as if the 
same were here again repeated at length. 

ANSWBB TO ABTICLE IX. 

And for answer to the said ninth article the res* 
pendent states that on the said 22d day of Feb- 
ruary, 1868, the following note was addressed 
to the said Emory by the private secretary of 
respondent : 

BXIODTITl MAHSIOIT, 

WASBnreroif, D. 0^ Ftbmary 22, 1868. 
GiNBKAi: The Pretident directs me to say that be will 
ba pleased to have you call upon bim as e<trly as practicable. 
Bespectfiilly and tmlyjroars, 

WiLUAM a. Mooas, 

UniUdSlaieiArmv. 
General Emory called at the Executive Man- 
sion according to this request. The object of 
respondent was to be advised by General Emory, 
as commander of the department of Washin^n, 
what changes had been made in the military 
affairs of the department. Bespondent had been 
informed that various changes had been made, 
which in nowise had been brought to his 
notice or reported to him from the Denartment 
of War, or irom any other quarter, ana desired 
to ascertain the facts. After the said Emory 
had explained in detail the changes which had 
taken place, said Emory called the attention of 
respondent to a general order which he referred 
to and which this respondent then sent for,wheQ 
it was produced. It is as follows : 
[Generul Orders No. 17.] 
Wae DBPAancBiTT. Adjutant Oknieal'b Omos, 
WAsmiroTON, Mdrdi 14, 1867 
The foIIowiQg acts of Congress are pnblisbed tor the in- 
formation and goTeraraent or all concerned : 

II— PUDUO— No. 86. 
Azr AOT making appropriatioDs for the lapport of the 
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ftrmy for the jear endiQf Jnne 80, 1868, mad for other 



Beo. 2. And be U fwrOur tnaeUd^ That the headqnarten 
of tho GentrHl of the army of the United States ehall be at 
the city of Washington, and all orders and instractiona re- 
lating to military operations issned hj the President or 
Secretary of War shall be issued throagh the General of the 
army, and in case of his inability, through the nextinrank. 
The General of the ai-my shall not be removed, saspended, 
or relieved from command or assigned to dnty elsewhere 
than nt said headquxrters, except at his own request, with- 
out the previcais tipproval of the Senate; and any orders or 
instmctioos relating to military operations issued contrary 
to the reqniremeiifaof this section shall be null and void; 
and any officer who shall issue orders or instructions con> 
trary to the provisions of ihis section shall be deemed guilty 
of a misdemeanor in office ; and any officer of the army who 
iball transmit, convey^ or obey any ortlers or instructions so 
issued con trnry to the providons of this section, knowing 
that anck orders were^soi issned, shall be liable to impi ison- 
■uent r«.ir not less than two nor more than twenty years, 
upon coB^teftion thereof in any court of competent juris- 
diction. 

Approved March 2, 1807. 

By order «s£ the Secretary of War: 

B. D. TowmEHs, 
AttUtant Adjutant GenerdL 

G^o-erAl Emory not only called the attention 
of peepon<ient to ibis order, but to the fact tl)at 
itwa« ia conformity with a section contained in 
93k Appropriation act passed by Oongress. Res- 
pondent, after reading the order, observed: 
"This is not in accordance with the Constitution 
of the United States, which makes me com- 
mander-in-chief of the army and navy, or of 
the language of the commission which you 
<iold." General Emory then stated that this 
ord«r had met respondent's approval. Respond- 
ent then said in reply, in substance, " Am I to 
understand that tne President of the United 
Stales cannot give an order but through the 
General-in chief, or General Grant?" General 
Emory again reiterated the statement that it 
had met respondent's approval, and that it was 
the opinion of some of the leading lawyers of 
the country that this order was constitutional. 
With some further consideration, respondent 
then inquired the names of the lawyers who had 
given the opinion, and he mentioned the names 
of two. Respondent then said that the object 
of the law was very evident, referring to the 
clause in the appropriation act upon wnich the 
order purportea to te based. This, according to 
respondent's recollection, was the substance of 
the conversation had with General Emory. 

Respondent denies that any allegations in the 
said article of any instructions or declarations 
given to the said Emory, then or at any other 
time, contrary to or in addition to what is here- 
inbefore set forth, are true. Respondent denies 
that, in said conversation with said Emory, he 
bad any other intent than to express the opinions 
then given to the said Emory ; nor did he then, 
or at any time, request or order the said 
Emory to disobey any law or any order issued 
in conformity with any law, or intend to offer 
any inducement to tho said Emory to violate 
any law. What this respondent then said to 
General Emory was simply the expression of an 
opinion which he then fully believed to be 
sound, and which he yet believes to be so—and 
that is, that by the express provisions of the 
Constitution, this respondent, as President, is 
made the commander in-chief of the armies of 
the United States, and as such, he is to be re- 
spected; and that his orders, whether issued 
larough the War Department or throagh the 



Qeneral-in-chief, or by any other ohannel of com- 
munication, are entitled to respect and obedi- 
ence ; and that such constitutional power cannot 
be taken from him by virtue of any act of 
Congress. Respondent doth therefore deny that 
by the expression of such opinion he did commit 
or was guilty of a high misdemeanor in office. 
And this respondent doth further say that the 
said article nine lays no foundation whatever for 
the conclusion stated in the said article, that the 
respondent, by reason of the allegations therein 
contained, was guilty of a high misdemeanor in 
office. 

In reference to the statement made by General 
Emory, that this respondent had approved of 
said act of Congress containing the section re- 
ferred to, the respondent admits that his formal 
approval was given to said act, but accompanied 
the same by the following message, addressed 
and sent with the act to the House of Represen- 
tatives, in which House the said act originated, 
and from which it came to respondent : 

To the House of BepresentaUvet : 

Theuct entitled '* An act making appropriations for the 
support of the army for the year ending Juno .' 0, 18^, and 
for other purpoees," contains proirisions to which I must call 
attention. These provisions are contained in the 2d section, 
which, in certurn cases, virtually deprives the President of 
his constitutional functions as comrasnder-in-chief of the 
army, and in tlie sixth section, which denies to ten estates 
of the Union their constitntional right to protect them- 
selves, in any emergency, liy means of their own militia. 
These provisions are out of place in an appropriation act, 
but I am compelled to defeat these necessary appropriatiuns 
if I withhold my siguuturo from the act. Pressed by these 
considerations, I feel constrained to return tho bill with my 
signature, but to accompany it with my earnest protest 
against the sections wbicli I liave indicated. 

Washington, D. C, Jiarch 2, 1867. 

Respondent, therefore, did no more than to 
express to said Emory the same opinion which 
he had expressed to the House ot Representa- 
tives. 

ANSWER TO ABTIOLB X. 

And in answer to the tenth article and speci- 
fications thereof, the respondent says that on the 
14th and 15th days of August, in the year 1866, 
a political convention of delegates from all or 
most of the States and Territories of the Union 
was held in the city of Philadelphia, under the 
name and style of the National union Conven- 
tion, for the parpose of maintaining and advanc- 
ing certain political views and opinions before 
the people of the United States, and for their 
support and adoption in the exercise of tho 
constitutional suffrage, in the election of rep- 
resentatives and delegates in Congress, which 
were soon to occur in many of the States and 
Territories of the Union ; which said conven- 
tion, in the course of its proceedings, and in 
furtherance of the objects ot the same, adopted 
a •• declaration of principles '* and " an adoresa 
to the people of tne United States," and ap- 
pointed a committee of two of its members from 
each State and of one from each Territory and 
one from the District of Columbia to wait upon 
the President of the United States and present 
to him a copy of the proceedings of the conven- 
tion ; that on the 18th day of said month of 
August, this committee waited upon the Preei- 
dent of the United States at the Executive M«i- 
slon, and was received by him in one of the 
rooms thereof, and by their chairman, Hon. 
Beverdy Johnsoa, then and now a Senator of 
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the United States, acting and speaking in their 
behalf, presented a copy of the proceedings of 
the convention, and addressed the President of 
the United States in a speech, of which a copy 
(according to a published report of the same, 
and, as the respondent believes, substantially a 
correct report) is hereto annexed as a part of this 
answer, and marked Exhibit 0. 

That thereupon, and in reply to the address of 
said committee by their chairman, this respond- 
ent addressed the said committee so waiting upon 
him in one of the rooms of the Executive Man- 
sion ; and this respondent believes that this bis 
address to said committee is the occasion re- 
ferred to in the first specification of the tenth 
article ; but this respondent does not admit that 
the passages therein set forth, as if extracts from 
a speech or address of this respondent upon said 
occasion, correctly or justly present his speech or 
address upon said occasion, but, on the contrary, 
this respondent demands and insists that if this 
honorable court shall deem the said article and 
the said specification thereof to contain allega- 
tion of matter cognizable by this honors^le 
court as a high misdemeanor in office, within the 
intent and meaning; of the Constitution of the 
United States, and shall receive or allow proof 
in support of the same, that proof shall be re- 
auired to be made of the actual speech and ad- 
dress of this respondent on said occasion, which 
this respondent denies that said article and speci- 
fication contain or correctly or justly represent. 

And this respondent, further answering the 
tenth article and the specifications thereof, says 
that at Cleveland, in tne State of Ohio, and on 
the 3d day of September, in the year 1866, he 
was attended by a large assemblage of his fel- 
low-citizens, an3 in deference and obedience to 
their call and demand he addressed them upon 
matters of public and political consideration ; 
and this respondent believes that said occasion 
and address are referred to in the second speci- 
fication of the tenth article; but this respond- 
ent does not admit that the passages therein set 
forth, as if extracts from a speech of this respond- 
ent on said occasion, correctly or justly present 
his speech or address upon said occasion; but. 
on the contrary, this respondent demands and 
insists that if this honorable court shall deem 
the said article and the second specification 
thereof to contain allegation of matter cogniz- 
able by this honorable court as a high misde- 
meanor in office, within- the intent andmeanine 
of the Constitution of the United States, and shall 
receive or allow proof in support of the same, 
that proof shall be required to be made of the 
actustl speech and address of this respondent on 
said occasion, which this respondent denies that 
said article and specification contain or correctly 
or justly represent. 

And this respondent, further answering the 
tenth article and the specifications thereof, says 
that at St. Louis, in the State of Missouri, and 
on the 8th day of September, in the year 1866, 
he was attended by a numerous assemblage of 
his fellow-citizens, and in deference and obe- 
dience to their call and demand he addressed 
them Qpon matters of public and political con- 
sideration; and this respondent believes that 
said occasion and address are referred to in the 



third snecification of the tenth article ; but this 
respondent does not admit that the passages 
therein set forth, as if extracts from a speech of 
this respondent on said occasion, correctly oi 
justly present his speech or address upon said 
occasion ; but, on the contrary, this respondent 
demands and insists that if this honorable court 
shall deem the said article and the safd third 
specification thereof to contain allegation of 
matter cognizable by this honorable court as a 
high misdemeanor in office, within the intent 
and meaning of the Constitution of the United 
States, and snail receive or allow proof in sup- 

Eort of the same, that proof shall be required to 
e made of the actual speech and address of this 
respondent on said occasion, which this respond- 
ent denies that the said article and specification 
contain or correctly or justly represent. 

And this respondent, further answering the 
tenth article, protesting that he has not been 
unmindful of the high duties of his office, or of 
the harmony or courtesies which ought to exist 
and be maintained between the executive and 
legislative branches of the Government of the 
United States, denies that he has ever intended 
or designed to set aside the rightful authority or 
powers of Congress, or attempted to bring into 
disgrace, ridicule, hatred, contempt, or reproach 
the Congress of the United States or either 
branch tnereof, or to impair or destroy the re- 
gard or respect of all or any of the good' people 
of the United States for the Congress or the rignt- 
ful legislative power thereof, or to excite the 
odium or resentment of all or any of the good 
people of the United States against Congress and 
the laws by it duly and constitutionally enacted. 
This respondent further says, that at all times 
he has, in his official acts as President, recog- 
nized the authority of the several Congresses of 
the United States as constituted and organized 
during his administration of the office of Presi- 
dent of the United Slates. 

And this respondent, further answering, says 
that he has, from time to time, under his consti- 
tutional right and duty as President of the 
United States, communicated to Congress his 
views and opinions in regard to such acts or res- 
olutions thereof as, being submitted to him as 
President of the United States in pursuance of 
the Constitution, seemed to this respondent to 
require such communications ; and he has, from 
time to time, in the exercise of that freedom of 
speech which belong to him as a citizen of the 
United States, and, in his political relations as 
President of the United States to the people of 
the United States, is upon fit occasions a duty of 
the highest obligation, expressed to his fellow- 
citizens his views and opinions respecting the 
measures and proceedings of Congress ; and that 
in such addresses to his fellow-citizens and in 
such his communications to Congress he has ex- 
pressed his views, opinions, and judgment of 
and concerning the actual constitution of the 
two houses of Congress without representation 
therein of certain States of the Union, and of 
the effect that in wisdom and justice, in the 
opinion and judgment of this respondent. Con- 
gress, in its legislation and proceedings, should 
give to this political circumstahce; and whatso- 
ever he has thus communicated to Congress cff 
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addressed to bii fellow 'citizens or any assemblage 
thereof, this respondent says was and is within 
and according to his right and privilege as an 
American citizen and his right and duty as Presi- 
dent of the United States. 

And this respondent, not waiving or at all 
disparaging his right of freedom of opinion and 
of freedom of speech, as hereinbefore or herein- 
after more particularly set forth, but claiming 
and insisting upon the same, further answering 
the said tenth article, says that the views ana 
opinions expressed by this respondent in his said 
addresses to the assemblages of his fellow-citi- 
zens, as in said article or in this answer thereto 
mentioned, are not and were not intended to be 
other or different from those expressed by him in 
his copamnnications to Congress — that the eleven 
States latelv in insurrection never had ceased to 
be States of the Union, and that they were then 
entitled to representation in Congress by loyal 
Bepresentatives and Senators as fully as the 
other States of the Union, and that, conse- 
quently, the Congress, as then constituted, was 
not, in fact, a Congress of all the States, but a 
Congress of only a part of the States. This re- 
spondent, always protesting against the unau- 
thorized exclusion therefrom of the said eleven 
States, nevertheless gave his assent to all laws 
passed by said Congress which did not, in his 
opinion and judgment, violate the Constitution, 
exercising his constitutional authority of return- 
ing bills to said Congress with his objections 
when they appeared to him to be unconstitu- 
tional or inexpedient. 

And, further, this respondent has also ex- 
pressed the opinion, both in his communications 
to Congress and in his addresses to the people, 
that the policy adopted by Congress in reference 
to the States lately in insurrection did not tend 
to peace, harmony, and union, but, on the con- 
trary, did tend to disunion and the permanent 
di8ru{>tion of the States ; and that in following 
its said polic}^, laws had been passed by Con- 
gress in violation of the fundamental principles 
of the government, and which tended to con- 
solidation and despotism; and, such being bis 
deliberate opinions, he would have felt himself 
unmindful of the high duties of his office if he 
bad failed to express them in his communica- 
tions to Congress, or in his addresses to the peo 
pie when called upon by them to -express his 
opinions on matters of public and political con- 
tideration. 

And this respondent, further answering the 
tenth article, says that he has always claimed 
and insisted, and now claims and insists, that 
both in his personal and private capacity of a 
citizen of the United States, and in tne political 
relations of the President of the United States 
to the people of the United States, whose ser- 
vant, under the duties and responsibilities of the 
Constitution of the United States, the President 
of the United States is, and should always re- 
main, this respondent had and has the full right, 
and in his office of President of the United States 
is held to the high duty of forming, and, on fit 
occasions, expressing, opinions of and concern- 
ing the legislation of Congress, proposed or com- 
pleted, in resj^ect of its wisdom, expediency, 
justice, woxthiness, objects, purposes, and public 



and political motives and tendencies; and with- 
in and as a part of such right and duty to form, 
and on fit occasions to express, opinions of and 
concerning the public character and conduct, 
views, purposes, objects, motives, and tendencies 
of all men engaged in the public service, as well 
in Congress as otherwise, and under no other 
rules or limits upon this right of freedom of 
opinion and of freedom of speech, or of responsi- 
bility and amenability for the actual exercise of 
such freedom of opinion and freedom of speech, 
than attend upon such rights and their exercise 
on the part of all other citizens of the United 
States, and on the part of all their public ser- 
vants. 

And this respondent, further answering said 
tenth article, says that the several occasions on 
which, as is alleged in the several specifications 
of said article, this respondent addressed his 
fellow-citizens on subjects of public and politi- 
cal consideration, were not, nor was any one of 
them, sought or planned by this respondent; 
but, on the contrary, each of said occasions 
arose upon the exercise of a lawM and accus- 
tomed right of the people of the United States 
to call upon their public servants and express 
to them their opinions, wishes, and feelings 
upon matters of public and political considera- 
tion, and to invite from sucn, their public ser- 
vants, an expression of their opinions, views, 
and feelings on matters of public and political 
consideration ; and this respondent claims and 
insists before this honorable court, and before 
all the people of the United States, that of or 
concerning this his right of freedom of opinion 
and of freedom of speech, and this his exercise of 
such rights on all matters of public and political 
consideration, and in respect of all public ser- 
vants or persons whatsoever engaged in or con- 
nected therewith, this respondent, as a citizen or 
as President of the United States, is not subject 
to question, inquisition, impeachment, or incul- 
pation in any form or manner whatsoever. 

And this respondent says that neither the said 
tenth article nor any specification thereof, nor 
any allegation therein contained, touches or re- 
lates to any official act or doing of this respond- 
ent in the office of President of the United 
States or in the discharge of any of its constitu- 
tional or legal duties or responsibilities; but 
said article and the specifications and allegations 
thereof, wholly and in every part thereof; ques- 
tion only the discretion or propriety of freedom 
of opinion or freedom of speecn as exercised by 
this respondent as a citizen of the United States 
in his personal right and capacity, and without 
allegation or imputation against this respondent 
of the violation of any law of the United States 
touching or relating to freedom of speech or its 
exercise by the citizens of the United States or 
by this respondent as one of the said citizens or 
otherwise ; and he denies that, by reason of any 
matter in said article or its specifications alleged, 
he has said oi done anything indecent or unbe- 
coming in the Chief Magistrate of th.e United 
States, or that he has brought the high office of 
the President of the United States into con- 
tempt, ridicule, or disgrace, or that he has com- 
mitted or has been guilty of a high misdemeanor 
in office. 
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ANSWER TO ARTICLE XI. 

And in answer to the eleventh article, this re- 
spondent denies that on the 18th day of August, 
in the year 1866, at the city of Washington, in 
the District of Columbia, he did, by public 
speech or otherwise, declare or afErm, in sub- 
stance or at all, that the Thirty-Ninth Congress 
of the United States was not a Congress of the 
United States authorized by the Constitution to 
exercise legislative power under the same, or 
that he did then and there declare or affirm that 
the said Thirty-Ninth Congress was a Congress 
of only part of the States in any sense or mean- 
ing other than that ten States of the Union were 
denied representation therein ; or that he made 
any or either of the declarations or affirmations 
in this behalf, in the said article alleged, as deny- 
ing or intending to deny that the legislation of 
said Thirty-Ninth Congress was valid or 
obligatory upon this respondent, except so far 
as this respondent saw fit to approve the same ; 
and as to the allegation in said article, that he 
did thereby intend or mean to be understood 
that the said Congress had not power to propose 
amendments to the Constitution, this respondent 
says that in said address he said nothing m refer- 
ence to the subject of amendments of the Con- 
stitution, nor was the question of the compe- 
tency of the said Congress to propose such 
amendments, without the participation of said 
excluded States, at the time of said address, in 
any way mentioned or considered or referred to 
by this respondent, nor in what be did say had 
he any intent regarding the same, and he denies 
the allegation so made to the contrary thereof. 
But this respondent, in further answer to, and 
in respect of, the said allegations of the said 
eleventh article hereinbefore traversed and de- 
nied, claims and insists upon his personal and 
official right of freedom of opinion and freedom 
of speech, and his duty in his political relations 
as President of the United States to the people 
of the United States in the exercise of such 
freedom of opinion and freedom of speech, in 
the same manner, form, and effect as ne has in 
this behalf stated the same in his answer to the 
said tenth article, and with the same effect as if 
he here repeated the same; and he further claims 
and insists, as in said answer to said tenth article 
he has claimed and insisted, that he is not sub- 
ject to question, inquisition, impeachment, or in- 
culpation, in any form or manner, of or concern- 
ing such rights of freedom of opinion of freedom 
of speech or his said alleged exercise thereof. 

And this respondent further denies that on the 
2l8t of February, in the vear 1868, or at any 
other time, at the city of Washington, in the 
^ District of Columbia, in pursuance of any such 
' declaration as is in that behalf in said eleventh 
article alleged, or otherwise, he did unlawfully, 
and in disregard of the requirement of the Con- 
stitution that he should take care that the laws 
should be faithfully executed, attempt to pre- 
veut the execution of an act entitled "An act 
regalating the tenure of certain civil offices," 
pasi5ed March 2, 1867, by unlawfully devising or 
contriving, or attempting to devise or contrive, 
means bv which he should prevent Edwin M. 
Stanton from forthwith resuming the functions 



of Secretary for the Department of War ; or 
by unlawfully devising or contriving, or at- 
tempting to devise or contrive, means to prevent 
the execution of an act entitled "An act mak- 
ing appropriations for the support of the army 
for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1868, and for 
other purposes," approved March 2, 1867, or to 
prevent the execution of an act entitled "An 
act to provide for the more efficient government 
of the rebel States," passed March 2, 1867. 

And this respondent, further answering the 
said eleventh article, says that he has, in his an- 
swer to the first article, set forth in detail the 
acts, steps, and proceedings done and taken by 
this respondent to and toward or in the matter 
of the suspension or removal of the said Edwin 
M. Stanton in or from the office of Secretary for 
the Department of War, with the times, modes, 
circumstances, intents, views, purposes, and 
opinions of official obligation and duty under 
and with which such acts, steps, and proceedings 
were done and taken ; and he makes answer to 
this eleventh article of the matters in his answer 
to the first article, pertaining to the suspension 
or removal of said Edwin M. Stanton, to the 
same intent and effect ea if they were here re- 
peated and set forth. 

And this respondent, further answering the 
said eleventh article, denies Ihat bv means or 
reason of anything in said article alleged, Uiis 
respondent, as President of the United States, 
did, on the 21st day of February, 1868, or at 
any other day or time, commit, or that he was 
guilty of, a high misdemeanor in office. 

And this respondent, further answering the 
said eleventh article, says that the same and the 
matters therein contained do not charge or 
allege the commission of any act whatever by 
this respondent, in his office of President of the 
United States, nor the omission by this respond- 
ent of any act of official obligation or»duty in 
his office of President of the United States ; nor 
does the said article nor the matters therein con- 
tained name, designate, describe, or define any 
act or mode or torm of attempt, device, con- 
trivance, or means, or of attempt at device, con- 
trivance or means, whereby this respondent can 
know or understand what act or mode or form 
of attempt, device, contrivance or means, or of 
attempt at device, contrivance, or means, are 
imputed to or charged against this respondent, 
in his office of President of the United States, 
or intended so to be, or whereby this respondent 
can more fully or definitely make answer unto 
the said article than he hereby does. 

And this respondent, in submitting to this 
honorable court this his answer to the Articles 
of Impeachment exhibited against him, respect- 
fully reserves leave to amend and add to the 
same from time to time, as may become neces- 
sary or proper, and when and as such necessity 
and propriety shall appear. 

Al^DBEW JOHKSOS 

Hefby Stanbeet, 
b. r. cubtis, 
Thomas A. R. Nelsoi, 
William M Evabts, 
W. S. Gboesbeck, 

0/ Coumel, 
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Same day — The FresideuVs coansel asked for 
thirty days for preparation before the trial shall 
proceed ; which was debated and disagreed to— 
yeas 12, nays 41. 

March 2^The Managers presented the rep- 
lication adopted — yeas 116, nays 36 — by tne 
Hoase of Representatives, as follows : 

Ik rai Housi or RKpRMiirTATins, Uinm Statis, 
jrarc^24,1868. 
BmUcatioH 5y the House qf XepreHntcOiws of the United 
Statee to Vie answer qf Andrew Johns<m^J*residtnt of the 
United States, to the ArticUs qf Impecushmeni exhibited 
against him by the House of Representatives. 
The Home of BepresenUkiTet of the United Statea bare 
(tooridered the Bereral answers of Andrew Johnson, Pres- 
ident of the United States, to the sereral articles of im- 
peachment Rgaiust him by them exhibited in the name of 
tliemselres and of all the people of the United States, and 
resenring to themselves all advantage of exception to the 
iusuiBeietacy of bis answer to each and all of the several 
articles of impeachment exhibited against said Andrew 
Johnson, President of the United States, do deny each and 
every uverment in said several answers, or either of them, 
which denies or tmverses the acts, intents, Crimea, or rois- 
demeanors charged against said Andrew Johnson in the said 
articles of impeachment, or either of them ; and for replica- 
tion to said answer do say that siiid Andrew Johnson, Presi- 
dent of the United States, is gniltv of the high crimes and 
misdemeanors mentioned in said articles, and that the 
House of Bepresentatives are ready to prove the same. 

SCHUTUtB COLPAX, 

Speaker qfihe House qf Bqnresentaiives. 
Edwabd McPHxasox, 

Clerk qf the House qf BepresentaUves, 

Same day — An order was adopted, finally 
without a division, that the Senate will com- 
mence the trial on the 30th inst., and proceed 
with all convenient despatch. 

March 30— Opening argument hy Mr. Butler, 
one of the Managers, and some testimony intro- 
duced. 

March 31, April 1, 2, 3, and 4, the testimony 
for the prosecution continued, and the case on 
the part of the House substantially closed. 
Adjourned till April 9, at the request of the 
Preaidentis counsel. 

April 9 and 10 — Occupied by Judge Curtis's 
opening argument for the defence, and in pre- 
senting testimony. 

April 11, 13, 14, 15, 16. 17, 18, 20, testimony 
presented. 



guilty," 19 "not guilty/* 



April 22— Argument begun, and continued on 
April 23, 24, 25. 27, 28, 29. 30, May 1, 2, 4, 6, 
and 6. 

May 7 and 11 spent in determining rules, 
form of question, ic. May 12, adjourned in 
consequence of the sickness of Senator Howard, 
tUlMayl6. 

The Judgment of the 8«Aatd. 

May 16— By a vote of 34 to 19, it was ordered 
that the question on the eleventh article be taken 
first. [For Article XI, see page 10.] 

The vote was 35 " ^^'-^^-^ " "«« " ^ 
as follow : 

OuaTT — Messrs. Anthony, Cameron, Cattell, Chandler, 
Cole, Conkling, Conness, Corbett, Cragin, Drake, Kdmnnds, 
Ferry, Frelinghaysen, Harlan, Howard, Howe, Morgan, 
Morrill of Maine, Morrill of Vermont, Morton, Nye, Patter* 
son of New Hampsliire, Pomeroy, Ramsey, Sherman, 
Spragne, Stewart, Sumner, Thayer, Tipton, Wade, Willey, 
Williams, Wilson, Yates— 86. 

Not Ouiltt— Messrs. Bayard, Buekakw, Davis, Bixon, 
Doolittle, Fessenden, Fowler, Grimes, Henderson, Hendricks, 
Johnson, MeOretry, Norton, Patterson of Tennessee, Boss, 
Saulstmry, Tmmball, Tan Winkle, FSdbert— 19. 

May 26 — The second and third articles were 
voted upon, with the same result as on the 
eleventh : Guilty 35 ; Not Guilty, 19. 

A motion that the court do now adjourn sine 
die was then carried — ^yeas 34, nays 16, as fol- 
low: 

Teas — ^Messrs. Anthony, Cameron, Cattell, Chandler, Cole, 
Conkling, Corbett. Cragin, Drake, Edmunds, Ferry, Freling- 
haysen, Harlan, Howard, Morgan, Morrill of Maine, Mor-^ 
rill of Vermont, Morton, Nye, Pattei-son of New Hampshire, 
Poraeroy, Ramsey, Sherman, Spragne, Stewart, Snmner, 
Thayer, Tipton, Tan Winkle, Wade, Willey, Williams, WU- 
son, Yates— 34. 

Nats— Messrs. Bayard, BucfaUew, Davis, Dixon, Doom 
little. Fowler, Henderson, Hendricks, Jofmson, McCreery, 
Norton, Patterson of Tennessee, Ross, Saulsbury, Trum- 
bull, Ftdfcer»-16. 

Not ToTUfO — Conness, Fessenden, Orimes, Howe--4. 

Judgment of acquittal was then entered by 
the Chief Justice on the three articles voted 
upon, and the Senate sitting as a court for the 
trial of Andrew Johnson, President of the United 
States, upon Articles of Impeachment exhibited 
by the House of Representatives, was declared 
adjourned without day. 



XXV. 



CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN GEN. GRANT AND PRESIDENT JOHNSON, 

GROWING OUT OF SECRETARY STANTOFS SUSPENSION. 



WaB DEPARTMElfrr, 

Washingtok City, February 4, 1868. 

Sir : In answer to the resolution of the House 
of Kepresentatives of the 3d instant, I transmit 
herewith copies furnished me by General Grant 
of correspondence between him and the Presi- 
dent, relating to the Secretary of War, and which 
he reports to be all the correspondence he has 
bad with the President on the subject. 

I have had no correspondence with the Presi- 
dent since the 12th of August last. After the 



action of the Senate on his alleged reason for my 
suspension from the office of Secretary of War, I 
resumed the duties of that office as required by 
the act of Congress, and have continued to dis- 
cbarge them without any personal or written 
communication with the President. No orders 
have been issued from this department in the 
name of the President, with my krowledge, and 
I have received no orders from him. 

The correspondence sent herewith einbraoes all 
the correspondence known to me on the subiect 
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referred to in the resolution of the House of 
Representatives. 

I have the honor to be, sir, with great respect, 
yoxir obedient servant, Edwut M. Stastoh, 
Secretary of War, 

Hon. SOHUTLBB COLPAX, 

/Speaker of the Home of Bepresentativee. 

1. — GEHEBAL GEAFT TO THE PEESIDENT. 
HeADQUABTEES AbMY op THE UNITED STATES, 

Washington, January 24, 1868. 
SiE : I have the honor, very respectfully, to 
request to have, in writing, the order whicn the 
President gave me verbally on Sunday, the 19th 
instant, to disregard the orders of the Hon. E. M. 
Stanton, as Secretary of War, until I knew, from 
the President himself, that they were his orders. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your 
obedient servant, U. S. Gkant, 

General, 
His Excellency A. Johnson, 
President of the United States. 

2. — GENEEAL GEANT TO THE PEESIDENT. 
HEAJKiUAETEES AeMT OP THE UNITED STATES, 

Washington, D. C, January 28, 1868. 
SiE: On the 24th instant, I requested you to 

five me in writing the instructions which you 
ad previously given me verbally, not to obey 
any order from Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary 
of War, unless I knew that it came from yourself. 
To this written request I received a message 
that has left doubt in my mind of your inten- 
tions. To prevent any possible misunderstand- 
ing, therefore, I renew tne request that you will 
give me written instructions, and, till they are re- 
ceived, will suspend action on your verbal ones. 

I am compelled to ask these instructions in 
writing, in consequence of the many and gross 
misrepresentations sheeting my personal honor, 
circulated through the press for the last fort- 
night, purportine to come from the President, of 
conversations whieh occurred either with the 
President privately in his office, or in cabinet 
meeting. What is written admits of no misun- 
derstanding. 

In view of the misrepresentations referred to, 
it will be well to state the facts in the case. 

Some time after I assumed the duties of Secre- 
tary of War ad interim, the President asked me 
my views as to the course Mr. Stanton would 
have to pursue, in case the Senate should not 
concur in his suspension, to obt^ain possession of 
his office. My reply was, in substance, that Mr. 
Stanton would have to appeal to the courts to 
reinstate him, illustrating my position by citing 
the ground I had taken in the case of the Balti- 
more police commissioners. 

In that case I did not doubt the technical 
right of Governor Swann to remove the old com- 
missioners and to appoint their successors. As 
the old commissioners refused to give up, how- 
ever, I contended that no resource was left but 
to appeal to the courts. 

Finding that the President was desirous of 
keeping Mr. Stanton out of office, whether sus- 
tained in the suspension or not, I stated that I 
had not looked particularly into the tenure of 
office bill, but tnat what I had stated was a 



general principle, and if I should change my 
mind in this particular case i would inform him 
of the faet. 

Subsequently, on reading the tenure of office 
b-11 closely, I found that I could not, without 
violation of the law, refuse to vacate the office 
of Secretary of War the moment Mr. Stanton 
was reinstated by the Senate, even though the 
President should order me to retain it, which he 
never did. 

Taking this view of the subject, and learning 
on Saturday, the 11th instant, that the Senate 
had taken up the subject of Mr. Stanton's sus- 
pension, after some conversation with Lieutenant 
General Sherman and some members of my staff, 
in which I stated that the law left me no dis- 
cretion as to mv action, should Mr. Stanton be 
reinstated, and that I intended to inform the 
President, I went to the President for the sole 
purpose of making this decision known, and did 
so make it known. 

In doing this I fulfilled the promise made in 
our last preoeding conversation on the subject. 

The President, however, instead of "Accepting 
my view of the requirements of the tenure of 
office bill, contended that he had suspended Mr. ' 
Stanton under j,he Authority given by the Con- 
stitution, and that the same authority did not 
preclude him from reporting, as an act of court- 
esy, his reasons for the suspension to the Senate. 
That, having appointed me under the authority 
given by the Constitution, and not under any 
act of Congress, I could not be governed by the 
act. I stated that the law was binding on me, 
constitutional or not, until set aside by the 
proper tribunal. An hour or more was con- 
sumed, each reiterating his views on this subject, 
until, getting late, the President said he would 
see me again. 

I did not agree to call again on Monday, nor 
at any other definite time, nor was I sent for by 
the President until the following Tuesday. 
' From the 11th to the cabinet meeting on the 
14th instant, a doubt never entered my mind 
about the President's fully understanding my 
position, namely, that if the Senate refused to 
concur in the suspension of Mr. Stanton, my 
powers as Secretary of War ad interim would 
cease, and Mr. Stanton's right to resume at once 
the functions of his office would under the law 
be indisputable, and I acted accordingly. With 
Mr. Stanton I had no communication, direct nor 
indirect, on the subject of his reinstatement, dur* 
ine his suspension. 

I knew it had been recommended to the Pres- 
ident to send in the name of Governor Cox, of 
Ohio, for Secretary of War, and thus save all 
embarrassment — a proposition that I sincerely 
hoped he would entertain favorably; General 
Sherman seeing the President at my particular 
request to urge this, on the 13th instant. 

On Tuesdav, (the day Mr. Stanton re-entered 
the office of tne Secretary of War,) General Corn- 
stock, who had carried my official letter an- 
nouncing that, with Mr. Stanton's reinstatement 
by the Senate, I had ceased to be Secretary of 
War ad interim, and who saw the President, 
open and read the communication, brought back 
to me from the President a messagu that he 
.wanted to see me that day at the cabinet meet- 
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lag, after I bad made known the fact that I was 
no longer Secretary of War ad interim. 

At this meeting, after opening it as though I 
were a member of the cabinet, when reminded 
of the notification already given him that I was 
no longer Secretary of War ad inUrinit the 
President gave a version of the conversations 
alluded to already. In this statement it was 
asserted that in both conversations I had agreed 
to hold on to the office of Secretary of War 
until displaced by the courts, or resien, so as to 
place the President where he would nave been 
had I never accepted the office. After hearing 
the President through, I stated our conversa- 
tions substantially as given in this letter. I 
will add that my conversation before the cabi- 
net embraced other matter not pertinent here, 
and is therefore left out. 

I in nowise admitted the correctness of the 
President's statement of our conversations, 
though, to soften the evident contradiction my 
statement gave, I said (alluding to our first con- 
versation on the subject) the President might 
have understood me the way he said, namely, 
that I bad promised to resign if I did not resist 
the reinstatement. I made no such promise. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 
your obedient servant, 

U. S. Gbaht, GeneraL 

His Excellency A. Johnson, 

Frmdent of the United States, 

No. 3. — ENDOESEMENT OF THE PKE3IDENT ON 

OENEBAL Grant's note of januaby 24, 1868. 

Januabt 29, 1868. 
As requested in this communication, General 
Grant is instructed, in writing, not to obey any 
order from the War Department, assumed to be 
issued by the direction of the President, unless 
Buch order is known by the General commanding 
the armies of the United States to have been 
authorized by the Executive. 

Andbew Johnson. 

no. 4.— genebal gbant to the pbe8ideht. 
Hbadquabtebs Abut of the United States, 
Washington, January 30, 1868. 

SiB: I have the honor to acknowledge the 
return of my note of the 24th instant, with your 
endorsement thereon, that I am not to obey any 
order from the War Department assumed to be 
issued by the direction of the President, unless 
such order is known by me to have been author- 
ized by the Executive ; and in reply thereto to 
say, that I am informed by the Secretary of War 
that he has not received from the Executive any 
order or instructions limiting or impairing his 
authority to issue orders to the army as has 
heretofore been his practice under the law and 
the customs of the dfepartment. While this au- 
thority to the War Department is not counter- 
manded, it will be satisfactory evidence to me 
that any orders issued from the War Depart- 
ment, by direction of the President, eae author- 
ised by the Executive. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your 
obedient servant, U. S. Gbant, 

His Excellency A. Johnson. (General 

Fruident of the United l^ta. 



No. 5.--TaB PBESZDBn TO GEHXBAL GBAJrr. 

EzBounvE Maitsion, 

January 31. 1868. 

GsNEBAL: I have received your communictv- 
tion of the 2dth instant, renewing ^our rec^nest 
of the 24th, that I should repeat in a writ tan 
form my varbal instructions ot the 19th instant, 
via : That you obey no order from the honora- 
ble Edwin M. Stanton, as Secretary of War, 
unless you have information that it was issued 
by the r resident's directions. 

In submitting this request, (with which I com- 
plied on the 29th instant,) you take occasion to 
allude to recent publications in reference to the 
circumstances connected with the vacation, by 
yourself, of the office of Secretary of War ad 
interim, and, with the view of correcting state- 
ments, which you term "gross misrepresenta- 
tions,'* give at len^h your own recollection of 
the facts under which, without the sanction of 
the President, from whom you had received and 
accepted the appointment, you yielded the De- 
partment of War to the present incumbent. 

As stated in your communication, some time 
after you had assumed the duties of Secretary 
of War ad interim, we interchanged views re- 
specting the course that should be pursued in 
tne event of non-concurrence by the Senate in 
the suspension from office of Mr. Stanton. I 
sought that interview, calling myself at the War 
Department. My sole object in then bringing 
the subiect to your attention was to ascertain 
definitely what would be your own action should 
such an attempt be made for his restoration to 
the War Department. That object was accom- 
plished, for the interview terminated with the 
distinct understanding that if, upon reflection, 
you should prefer not to become a party to the 
controversy, or should conclude that it would 
be your duty to surrender the department to 
Mr. Stanton, upon action in his favor by the 
Senate, you were to return the office to me prior 
to a decision by the Senate, in order that, if I 
desired to do so, I might designate some one 
to succeed you. It must have been apparent 
to yon that, bad not this understanding been 
reached, it was my purpose to relieve you from 
the further discharge ot the duties of Secretary 
of War ad interim, and to appoint some other 
person in that (-auacity. 

Otier conversations upon this subject ensued, 
all of them having, on my part, the same ob- 
ject, and leading to the same conclusion, as the 
first. It is not necessary, however, to refer to 
any of them, excepting that of Saturday, the 11th 
instant, mentioned in your communication. As 
it was then known that the Senate had pro- 
ceeded to consi ler the case of Mr. Stanton, I 
was anxious to learn your determination. After 
a protracted interview, daring which the pro- 
visions of the tenure of office bill were freely 
discussed, you said that, as had been agreed 
upon in our first conference, yon would either 
return the office to my possession in time to 
enable me to appoint a successor before final 
action by the Senate upon Mr. Stanton's sua* 
pension, or would remain as its head, awaiting 
a decision of the question by judicial proceed- 
ings. It was then understood that thero would 
be a further conference on Monday, by which 
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time I supposed yod would be prepared to in- 
form me of your final decision. You failed, 
however, to fulfill the engagement, and on Tues- 
day notified me, in writing, of the receipt by 
you of official notification of the action of the 
Senate in the case of Mr. Stanton, and at the 
bame time informed me that according to the 
act regulating the tenure of certain civil offices 
your functions as Secretary of War ad vitcrim 
ceased from the moment of the receipt of the 
notice. You thus, in disregard of the under- 
standing between us, vacated the office without 
having given me notice of your intention to do 
80. It is but just, however, to say that in your 
communication you claim that you did inform 
me of your purpose, and thus "fulfilled the 
promise made in our last preceding conversa- 
tion on this subject." The fact that such a 
promise existed is evidence of an arrangement 
of the kind I have mentioned. You had found 
in oar first conference " that the President was 
desirous of keeping Mr. Stanton out of office, 
whether sustained in the suspension or not." 
You knew what reasons had induced the Presi- 
dent to ask from yon a promise ; you also knew 
that in case your views of duty did not accord 
with his own convictions, it was his pnrpose to 
fill your place by another appointment. Even 
ignoring the existence of a positive understand- 
ing between ns, these conclusions were plainly 
deducible from our various conversations. It is 
certain, however, that even under these circum- 
stances, you did not offer to return the place to 
my possession, but, according to your own state- 
ment, placed yourself in a position where, could 
I have anticipated your action, I would have 
been compelled to ask of you, as I was com- 

S>lled to ask of your predecessor in the War 
epartment, a letter of resignation, or else to 
resort to the more disagreeable expedient of sn- 
I>6r8eding you by a successor. 

As stated in your letter, the nomination of 
Governor Cox, of Ohio, for the office of Secre- 
tary of War was suggested to me. His appoint- 
ment, as Mr. Stanton's successor, was urged in 
your name, and it was said that his selection 
would save further embarrassment. I did not 
think that in the selection of ft cabinet officer I 
fihould be trammelled by such considerations. I 
was prepared to take the responsibility of de- 
ciding the question in accordance with my ideas 
of constitutional duty, and, having determined 
upon a course which I deemed right and proper, 
was anxious to learn the stepsyou would take 
should the possession of the War Department 
be demandea by Mr. Stanton. Had your action 
been in conformity to the understanding be- 
tween us, I do not believe that the embarrass- 
ment would have attained its present propor- 
tions, or that the probability of its repetition 
would have been so great. 

I know that, with a view to an early termina- 
tion of a state of affairs so detrimental to the 
public intereste, you voluntarily offered, both on 
Wednesday, the 15th instant, and on the suc- 
ceeding Sunday, to call upon Mr. Stanton, and 
nrge upon him that the good of the service 
required his resignation. I confess that I con- 
sidered your proposal as a sort of reparation for 
the failure, on your part, to aot in accordance 



with an understanding more than once repeated, 
which I thougjht had received your full assent, 
and under which you could have returned to me 
the office which I had conferred upon you, thus 
saving yourself from embarrassment, and leav- 
ing the responsibility wliere it properly be- 
longed — witn the President, who is accountable 
for the faithful execution of the laws. 

I have not yet been informed by you whether, 
as twice proposed by yourself, you have called 
upon Mr. Stanton, and made an effort to induce 
him voluntarily to retire from the War Depart- 
ment. 

You conclude your communication with a 
reference to our conversation at the meeting of 
the cabinet held on Tuesday, the 14th instant. 
In your account of what then occurred, you say 
that after the President had given his version of 
our previous conversations, you stated them 
substantially as given in your letter ; that you 
in nowise admitted the correctness of his state- 
ment of them, " though, to soften the evident 
contradiction my statement gave, I said (allud- 
ing to our first conversation on the subject) the 
President might have understood me in the way 
he said, namely: that I had promised to resign 
if I did not resist the reinstatement. I made no 
such promise." 

My recollection of what then transpired is 
diametrically the reverse of your narration. la 
the presence of the cabinet I asked you : 

First. If, in a conversation which took place 
shortly after your appointment as Secretary of 
War ad interim, you did not agree either to re- 
main at the head of the War Department and 
abide any judicial proceedings that might follow 
non-concurrence by the Senate in Mr. Stanton's 
suspension ; or, should you wish not to become 
involved in such a controversy, to put me in the 
same position with respect to the office as I 
occupied previous to your appointment, by re- 
turning it to me in time to anticipate such action 
by the Senate. This you admitted. 

Second. I then asked you if, at our conference 
on the preceding Saturday, I had not, to avoid 
misunderstanding, requested you to state what 
you intended to do, and further, if, in reply to 
that inquiry, you had not referred to our former 
conversations, saying that from them I under- 
stood your position, and that your action wouli 
be consistent with the understanding which hf4 
been reached. To these questions you also jrt- 
plied in the affirmative. 

Third. I next asked if, at the conclusion %i 
our interview on Saturday it was not understo >d 
that we were to have another conference on 
Monday, before final action by the Senate in 
the case of Mr. Stanton. You replied that 
that such was the understanding, but that you 
did not suppose the Senate would act so soon ; 
that on Monday you had been engaged in a 
conference with General Sherman, and were 
occupied with " many little matters," and asked 
if General Sherman had not called on that day. 
"What relevancv General Sherman's visit to me 
on Monday had with the purpose for which yoa 
were then to have called, 1 am at a loss to per- 
ceive, as he certainlv did not inform me whether 
you had determinea to retain possession of the 
office, or to afford me an opportunity to appoint 
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a stwceBsor in advance of any attempted rein- 
Btatement of Mr. Stanton. 

This account of what passed between ns at 
the cabinet meeting on the 14th instant widely 
differs from that contained in yoar communica- 
tion, for it shows that instead of having ''stated 
our conversations as giyen in the letter," which 
has made this reply necessary, you admitted 
that my recital of them was entirely accurate. 
Sincerely anxious, however, to be correct in my 
etatements. i have to-day read this narration of 
what occurred on the 14th instant to the mem- 
bers of the cabinet who were then present. 
They, without exception, agree in its accuracy. 

It is only necessary to add that on Wednesday 
morning, the 15th instant, you called on me, in 
company with Lieutenant General Sherman. 
After some preliminary conversation, you re- 
marked that an article in the National Intelli- 
gencer of that date did you much injustice. I 
replied that I had not read the Intelligencer of 
that morning. You then first told me that it 
was your intention to urge Mr. Stanton to resign 
his office. 

After you had withdrawn, I carefully read the 
article of which you had spoken, and found that 
its statements of the understanding between us 
were substantially correct. On the 17th, I 
caused it to be read to four of the five members 
of the cabinet who were present at our confer- 
ence on the 14th, and they concurred in the 
general accuracy of its statements respecting 
our conversation upon that occasion. 

In reply to your communication, I have 
deemed it proper, in order to prevent further 
misunderstanding, to make this simple recital of 
facts. Very respectfully, yours, 

General U.S.Gea^.. Andeew Johnsoh. 
OcmimandiTig U, S. Armies. 

No. 6.— GEHE&AL GBAHT TO THB PSESIDEITT. 

Headq'bs Aemt op the UiriTED States, 
Washington, February 3, 1868. 

SiB: I have the honor to acknowledge the 
receipt of your communication of the 31st ultimo, 
in answer to mine of the 2dth ultimo. After a 
careful reading and comparison of it with the 
article in the National Intelligencer of the 15th 
ultimo, and the article over the initials J. B. S., 
in the New York World of the 27th ultimo, 
purporting to be based upon your statement and 
that of the members oi your cabinet therein 
named, I find it to be but a reiteration, only 
somewhat more in detail, of the "many and 
gross misrepresentations" contained in these 
articles, and which my statement of the facts set 
forth in my letter of 28th ultimo was intended 
to correct; and I here reassert the correctness of 
my statements in that letter, anythiag in yours 
in reply to it to the contrary notwithstanding. 

I confess my surprise that the cabinet officers 
referred to should so greatly misapprehend the 
facts in the matter of admissions alleged to have 
been made by me at the cabinet meeting of the 
14th ultimo as to suffer their names to be made 
the basis of the charges in the newspaper article 
referred to, or agree in the accuracy, as you 
affirm they do, of your account of what occurred 
ftt that meeting. 



You know that we parted on Saturday, the 
11th ultimo, without any promise on my part 
either express or implied, to the effect that I 
would hold on to the office of Secretary of War 
ad interim against the action of the Senate, or, 
declining to do so myself, would surrender it to 
you before such action was had, or that I would 
see you again at any fixed time on the subject. 

The performance of the promises alleged j>y 
you to nave been made by me would have in- 
volved a resistance to law, and an inconsistency 
with the whole history of my connection with 
the suspension of Mr. Stanton. 

From our conversations, and my written pro- 
test of August 1, 1867, against the removal of Mr. 
Stanton, you must have known that my greatest 
objection to his removal or suspension was the 
fear that some one would be appointed in his 
stead who would, by opposition to the laws re- 
lating to the restoration of the southern States 
to their proper relations to the government, em- 
barrass the army in the performance of duties 
especially imposed upon it by these laws ; and 
it was to prevent such an appointment that I 
accepted tne office of Secretary of War ad in- 
terim, and not for the purpose of enabling you 
to get rid of Mr. Stanton by my withholding it 
from him in opposition to law, or not doing so 
myself, surrenaering it' to one who would, as 
the statement and assumptions in your commu- 
nication plainly indicate was sought. And it 
was to avoid the same danger, as well as to re- 
lieve you from this personal embarrassment in 
which Mr. Stanton's reinstatement would placo 
you, that I urged the appointment of Governor 
Cox, believing that it would be agreeable to 
you and also to Mr. Stanton — satisfied aa I was 
that it was the good of the country, and not the 
office, the latter desired. 

On the 15th ultimo, in presence of General Sher- 
man, I stated to you that I thought Mr. Stanton 
would resign, but did not say that I would ad- 
vise him to do so. On the 18th I did agree with 
General Sherman to go and advise him to that 
course, Mid on the 19th I had an interview alone 
with Mr. Stanton, which led me to the conclusion 
that any advice to him of the kind would be use- 
less, and I so informed General Sherman. 

Before I consented to advise Mr. Stanton to 
resign, I understood from him, in a conversation 
on the subject immediately after his reinstate- 
ment, that it was his opinion that the act of 
Congress, entitled *' An act temporarily to sup- 
ply vacancies in the executive departments m 
certain cases,'* approved February 20, 1863, was 
repealed by subsequent legislation, which ma- 
terially influenced my action. Previous to this 
time I had had no doubt that the law of 1863 
was still in force, and notwithstanding my 
action, a fuller examination of the law leaves a 
question in my mind whether it is or is not re« 
pealed. This bein^ the case, I could not now 
advise his resignation, lest the same danger I 
apprehended on his first removal might follow. 

The course you would have it understood I 
agreed to pursue was in violation of law, and 
without orders from you ; while the course I did 
pursue, and which I never doubted you fully 
understood, was in accordance with law, and 
not in disobedience of any orders of my superior. 
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And now, Mr. President, when my honor as 
a soldier and integrity as a man have heen so 
violently assailed, pardon me for sayine that 
I can but regard this whole matter, from the be- 
ginning to the end, as an attempt to involve me 
ID the resistance of law, for which von hesitated 
to assume the responsibility in orders, and thus 
to destroy my character before the country. I 
am in a measure confirmed in this conclusion by 
your recent orders directing me to disobey orders 
from the Secretary of War — ^my superior and 
your subordinate — without having counter- 
manded his authority to ieene the orders I am 
to disobey. 

With the assurance, Mr. President, that no- 
thing less than a vindication of my personal 
honor and character could have induced this 
correspondence on my part, 

I have the honor to be, verv respectfully, 
your obedient servant, XJ. S. Gbant, 

General, 
His Excellency A. Jomrsoir; 

President of the United States. 

no. t. — the peesident to geneeal gbaitt. 
Executive Mahsiok, 

February 10, 1868. 

Geitebal: The extraordinary character of 
your letter of the 3d instant would seem to pre- 
clude any reply on my part ; but the manner 
in which publicity has been given to the corres- 
pondence of which that letter forms a part, and 
the grave questions which are involved, induce 
me to take this mode of giving, as a proper se- 
quel to the communications wnich have passed 
between us, the statements of the five members 
of the cabinet who were present on the occasion 
of our conversation on the 14th ultimo. Copies 
of the letters, which they have addressed to me 
upon the subject, are accordingly herewith en- 
closed. 

You speak of my letter of the 31st ultimo as 
a reiteration of the " many and gross misrepre- 
sentations " contained in certain newspaper 
articles, and reassert the correctness of the state- 
ments contained in your communication of the 
- 28th ultimo, adding — and here I give your own 
words — '• anything in yours in reply to it to the 
contrary notwithstanding." 

When a controversy upon matters of fact 
reaches the point to which tnis has been brought, 
further assertion or denial between the immedi- 
ate parties should cease, especially where, upon 
either side, it loses the character of the respectful 
discussion which is required by the relations in 
which the parties stand to each other, and de- 
generates in tone and temper. In such a case, 
if there is nothing to rely upon but the opposing 
statements, conclusions must be drawn from 
those statements alone, and from whatever in- 
trinsic probabilities they afford in favor of or 
against either of the parties. I should not 
shrink from this test in this controversy, but, 
■fortunately, it is not left to this test alone. There 
were five cabinet oflScers present at the conver- 
sation, the detail of whicn, in my letter of the 
'28th ultimo, you allow yourself to say, contains 
**many and gross misrepresentations." These 
-gentlemen heard that conversation and have 
read my statement. They speak for themselves, 



and I leave the proof without a word of com- 
ment. 

I deem it proper, before concluding this com- 
munication, to notice some of the statements 
contained in your letter. 

You say that a performance of the promises 
alleged to have been made by you to the Presi- 
dent •* would have involved a resistance to law, 
and an inconsistency with the whole history of 
my connection with the suspension of Mr. Stan- 
ton." You then state that you had fears the 
President would, on the removal of Mr. Stanton, 
appoint some one in his place who would em- 
barrass the army in carrying out the reconstruc- 
tion acts, and add : 

<* It waa to prevent each an appointment that I accepted 
the ofBce of Secretary of War ad interim, and not for the 
parpove of enabliuK yon to get rid of Mr. Stanton, by my 
withholding it from him in opposition to law, or not doing 
■o myself, surrendering it to one who would, as the state- 
ments and assumptions in yonr commnnication plainly io- 
dkate was sought." 

First of all, you here admit that from the verv 
beginning of what you term "the whole history * 
of your connection with Mr. Stanton's suspen- 
sion, you intended to circumvent the Presiaent. 
It was to carry out that intent that you accepted 
the appointment. This was in your mind at the 
time of your acceptance. It was not, then, in 
obedience to the order of your superior, as has 
heretofore been supposed, that you assumed the 
duties of the office. You knew it was the Pre- 
sident's purpose to prevent Mr. Stanton from re* 
suming the office or Secretary of War, and you 
intended to defeat that purpose. You accepted 
the office, not in the interest of the President, 
but of Mr. Stanton. If this purpose, so enter- 
tained by you, had been connnea to yourself— 
if, when accepting the office, you had done so 
with a mental reservation to frustrate the Presi- 
dent — it would have been a tacit deception. In 
the ethics of some persons such a course is allow* 
able. But you cannot stand even upon that 
questionable ground. The " history'* of your 
connection witn this transaction, as written by 
yourself, places you in a different predicament, 
and shows that you not only concealed your de- 
sign from the President, but induced him to 
suppose that you would carry out his purpose to 
keep Mr. Stanton out of office, by retaining it 
yourself after an attempted restoration by the 
Senate, so as to require Mr. Stanton to establish 
his right by judicial decision. 

I now give that part of this *' history," as 
written by yourself in your letter of the 28th ult.: 

** Sometime after I assumed the duties of Secretary of 
War ad interim^ the President asked me my views as to the 
course Mr. Stnnton would have to pursue, in case tho Senate 
should not concur in his suspension, to obtain nossession of 
his ofiQca. My reply whs, in snbstance, that Mr. Stanton 
would have to appeal to tho courts to reinstate him, illus- 
trating my position by citing the ground I bad taken in the 
case of the ilaltimore police commissioners." 

Now, at that time, as you admit inyour letter 
of the 3d instant, you held the office for 
very object of defeating an appeal to the cour 
In that letter you say that in accepting th 
office one motive was to prevent the President 
from appointing some other person who would 
retain possession, and thus make judicial pro- 
ceedings necessary. You knew the Presiaent 
was unwilling to trust the office with any ons 
who would not, by holding it, compel Mr. Stau- 
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toB to resort to the courts. You perfectly un- 
derstood that in this interview "sometime' after 
you accepted the office, the President, not content 
with your silence, desired an expression of your 
views, and you answered him, that Mr. Stanton 
"would have to appeal to the courts." If the 
President had reposed confidence 6e/br« he knew 
your views, and that confidence had been vio- 
lated, it might have been said he made a mis- 
take ; but a violation of confidence reposed after 
that conversation was no mistake of his, nor of 
yours. It is the fact only that needs be stated, 
that at the date of this conversation you did not 
intend to hold the office with the purpose of 
forcing Mr. Stanton into court, but did hold it 
then, aud had accepted it, to prevent that course 
from being carried out. In other words, you 
«aid to the President, "that is the proper course;" 
and you said to yourself, " I have accepted this 
office, and now hold it, to defeat that course." 
The excuse you make in a subsequent paragraph 
of that letter of the 26th ultimo, that afterwards 
you changed your views as to what would be a 
proper course, has nothing to do with the point 
now under consideration. The point is, that 
before you changed your views you had secretly 
determined to do the very thing which at last 
you did — surrender the office to Mr. Stanton. 
You may have changed your views as to the 
law, but you certainly did not change your views 
as to the course you had marked out for your- 
self from the beginning. 

I will only notice one more statement in your 
letter of the 3d instant — that the performance 
of the promises which it is alleged were made by 
you would have involved you in the resistance 
of law. I know of no statute that would have 
been violated had you— carrying out your prom- 
ises in good faith — tendered your resignation 
when you concluded not to be made a party in 
any legal proceedings. You add : 

** I am in a meaaura confirmed in this conclnaion by your 
recent ordera directing me to diaobey orders from the Secre- 
tary of War, my superior and your subordinate, without 
haying countermanded his authority to isaae the ordera I 
am to disobey." 

On the 24th ultimo you addressed a note to 
the President, requesting, in writing, an order, 
given to you verbally five days before, to disre- 
gard orders from Mr. Stanton as Secretary of 
War, until you " knew from the President him- 
self that they were his orders." 

On the 29th, in -compliance with your request, 
I did give you instructions in writing " not to 
obey any order from the War Department as- 
sumed to be issued by the direction of the Presi- 
dent, unless such order is known by the General 
commanding the armies of the United St-ates to 
have been authorized by the Executive." 

There are some orders which a Secretary of 
War may issue without the authority of the 
President ; there are others which he issues sim- 
ply as the agent of the President, and which 
purport to be " by direction" of the President. 
For such orders the President is responsible, and 
he should, therefore, know and understand what 
they are before giving such " direction." Mr. 
Stanton states in bis letter of the 4th instant, 
which accompanies the published correspond- 
ence, that he " has had no correspondence with 
the President since the 12th Of August last;" 



and he further says, that since he resumed the 
duties of the office he has continued to discharge 
them " without any personal or written commu- 
nication with the President;" and he adds: 
" No orders have been issued from this Depart- 
ment in the name of the President with my 
knowledge, and I have received no orders &om 
him." 

It thus seems that Mr- Stanton now discharges 
the duties of the War Department witnout any 
reference to the President, and without using hi0 
name. My order to you had only reference to 
orders " assumed to be issued by the direction of 
the President." It would appear from Mir.* 
Stanton's letter that you have received no such 
orders from him. However, in your note to the 
President of the 30th ultimo, in which you ac- 
knowledge the receipt of the written order of 
the 29th, you say that you have been informed 
by Mr. Stanton that he has not received any 
order limiting his authority to issue orders to the 
army, according to- the practice of the Depart- 
ment, and state that " while this authority to the 
War Department is not countermanded, it will 
be satisfactory evidence to me that any orders 
issued from the War Department by direction of 
the President are authorized by the Executive." 

The President issues an order to you to obey 
no order from the War Department, purporting 
to be made " by the direction of the rresident, 
until vou have referred it to him for his ap- 

?roval. You reply that you have received the 
resident's order, and will not obey it, but will 
obey an order purporting to be given by his di- 
rection, if it comes from the War Department. 
You will not obey the direct order of the Presi- 
dent, but will obey his indirect order. If, as 
you say, there has been a practice in the War 
Department to issue orders in the name of the 
President without his direction, does not the pre- 
cise order you have requested, and have re- 
ceived, change the practice as to the General of 
the army? Could not the President counter- 
mand any such order issued to you from the War 
Department? If you should receive an order 
from that Department, issued in the name of the 
President, to do a special act, and an order di- 
rectly from the President himself not to do the 
act, IS there a doubt which you are to obey ? 
You answer the question when you say to the 
President, in your letter of the 3d instant, the 
Secretary of War is "my superior and your 
subordinate;" and yet you refuse obedience to 
the superior out of deference to the subordinate. 
Witnout further comment upon the insubor 
dinate attitude which you have assumed, I am 
at a loss to know how you can relieve yourself 
from obedience to the orders of the President, 
who is made by the Constitution the Commander- 
in-Chief of the army and navy, and is, there- 
fore, the official superior, as well of the Gen^ 
eral of the army as of the Secretary of War. 
Respectfully, "yours, Andrew Johtjsok. 
General U. S. Graitt, Commanding Armies ofthi 
United States^ Washington, D. C. 

Copy of a letter addressed to each of the mem- 
bers of the cabinet present at the conversation 
between the President and General Grant on tho 
14th of January, 1868: 
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ExBcunvB Maumok, 
Washihgton, D. C, February 5, 1868. 
Sib : The Chronicle of this morning contains 
a correspondence between the President and Gen- 
eral Grant, reported from the War Department, 
in answer to a resolution of the House of Rep- 
resentatives. I beg to call your attention to 
that correspondence, and especially to that part 
of it which refers to the conversation between 
the President and General Grant at the cabinet 
meeting on the 14th of Januarv, and to request 
>^you to state what was said in that conversation. 
Very respectfully, yours, 

Andbsw Johvsov. 

letteb of the seobetaby of the vavt. 
WashingtoH, D. C, February 5, 1868. 
Sib : Your note of this date was handed to me 
this evening. My recollection of the conversa- 
tion at the cabinet meeting on Tuesday, the 14th 
of January, corresponds with your statement of 
it in the letter of the 31st ultimo, in the pub- 
lished coHrespondence. The three points speci- 
fied in that letter, giving your recollection of the 
conversation, are correctly stated. 
Very respectfully, 

GiDEOir Welles. 
To the Pbesideht. 

xjetteb of the seobetaby of the tbeasubt. 
Tbeasuby Depabtment, 

February 6, 1868. 

SiB: I hav6 received your note of the 5th 
inst., calling my attention to the correspondence 
between yourself and General Grant, as pub- 
lished in the Chronicle of yesterdav, especially 
to that part of it which relates to what occurred 
ftt the cabinet meeting on Tuesday, the 14th 
ultimo, and requesting me to state wEat was said 
in the conversation referred to. 

I cannot undertake to state the precise lan- 
guage used ; but I have no hesitation in sa^p^ing 
that your account of that conversation, as given 
in your letter to General Grant under date of 
the 31st ultimo, substantially and in all import- 
ant particulars, accorded with my recollection 
of it. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 
Hugh MoCullooh. 

The Pbesideht. 

letteb of the f08tma8teb gbhbbal. 
Post Opfice Depabtmeht, 
Washingtok, February 6, 1868. 
Sib : I am in receipt of your letter of the 6th 
February, calling my attention to the correspond- 
ence published in the Chronicle, between the 
President and General Grant, and especially to 
that part of it which refers to the conversation 
between the President and General Grant at the 
cabinet meeting on Tuesday, the 14th of Janu- 
ary, with a request that I " state what was said 
in that conversation." 

In reply, I have the honor to state that I have 
j<md carefully the correspondence in question, 
and particularly the letter of the President to 
General Grant, dated January 31, 1868. The 
• following extract from your letter of the 31st of 
January to General Grant, is, according to my 
19 



recollection, a correct statement of the conver- 
sation that took place between the President and 
General Grant at the cabinet meeting on the 
14th of January last. In the presence of the 
cabinet, the President asked General Grant 
whether, '* in a conversation which took place 
after his appointment as Secretary of War ad 
interim, he did not agree either to remain at the 
head of tiie War Department and abide any ju- 
dicial proceedings that mi^ht follow the non- 
concurrence by the Senate m Mr. Stanton's sus- 
pension ; or, should he wish not to become in- 
volved in such a controversy, to put the Presi- 
dent in the same position with respect to the 
office as he occupied previous to General Grant's 
appointment, by returning it to the President 
in time to anticipate such action by the Senate. 

This General Grant admitted.. 

The President then asked General Grant if, 
at the conference on the preceding Saturday, he 
had not, to avoid misunderstanding, requested 
General Grant to stafce what he intended to do; 
and, further, if in reply to that inquiry he, Gen- 
eral Grant, had not referred to their former 
conversations, saying that from them the Presi- 
dent understood his position, and that his (Gen- 
eral Grant's) action would be consistent with 
the understanding which had been reached. 

To these questions General Grant replied in 
the affirmative. 

The President asked General Grant, if, at the 
conclusion of their interview on Saturday, it 
was not understood that they were to nave 
another conference on Monday, before final 
action by the Senate in the case of Mr. Stanton. 

General Grant replied that such was the un- 
derstanding, but that he did not suppose the 
Senate would act so soon ; that on Monday, he 
had been engaged in a conference with General 
Sherman, and was occupied with '* many little 
matters," and asked if " General Sherman had 
not called on that day." 

I take this mode of complying with the re- 
quest contained in the President s letter to me, 
because my attention hail been called to the 
subject before, when the conversation between 
the President and General Grant was under con- 
sideration. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Alez. W. Raitiiall, 

Postmaster OeneraL 

To the Pbesidevt. 

LETTBB of the SEOBETABY OF THE UTTEBIOS. 

Depabtmeht of the Ihtebiob, 
Washington, D. C, February 6, 1868. 

SiB : I am in receipt of yours of yesterday, 
calling my attention to a correspondence be- 
tween yourself and General Grant, published in 
the Chronicle newspaper, and especially to that 
part of said correspondence " which refers to the 
conversation between the President and General 
Grant at the cabinet meeting on Tuesday, the 
14th of January," and requesting me " to state 
what was said in that conversation." 

In reply, I submit the following statement : 
At the cabinet meeting on Tuesday, the 14th of 
January, 1868, General Grant appeared and took 
his accustomed seat at the Board. When he 
had been reached in the order of business, the 
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President asked him, is luaal, if he had any- 
thing to present. 

In reply, the (General, after referring to a note 
which no had that morning addressed to the 
President, enclosing a copy of the resolntion of 
the Senate refnsine to concnr in the reasons for 
the suspension of Mr. Stanton, proceeded to 
say that he regarded his duties as Secretarjr of 
w ar ad interim terminated hy that resolution, 
and that he could not lawfully exercise such 
duties for a moment after the adoption of the 
resolution hy the Senate; that the resolution 
reached him last night, and that this morning 
he had gone to the War Department, entered 
the Secretary's room, holted one door on the 
inside, locked the other on the outside, de- 
livered the key to the Adjutant Qeneral, and 
proceeded to tne headquarters of the army, and 
addressed the note ahove mentioned to the Pres- 
ident, informing him that he (General Grant) 
was no longer Secretary of War ad interim. 

The President expressed great surprise at the 
course which General Grant had thought proper 
to pursue, and, addressing himself to the General, 
proceeded to say, in substance, that he had an- 
ticipated such action on the part of the Senate, 
and being very desirous to nave the constitu- 
tionality of the tenure-of-office bill tested, and 
his right to suspend or remove a member of the 
cabinet decided by the judicial tribunals of the 
country, he had some time ago, and shortly after 
General Grant's appointment as Secretary of 
War ad interim, asked the General what his 
action would be in the event that the Senate 
should refose to concur in the suspension of Mr. 
Stanton, and that the General had then agreed 
either to remain at the head of the War Depart- 
ment till a decision could be obtained from the 
court, or resign the office into the hands of the 
President before the case was acted upon by the 
Senate, so as to place the President in the same 
situation he occupied at the time of his (Grant's) 
appointment 

The President further said that the conversa- 
tion was renewed on the preceding Saturday, at 
which time he asked the General what he in- 
tended to do if the Senate should undertake to 
reinstate Mr. Stanton ; in reply to which the 
General referred to their former conversation 
upon the same subject, and said you understand 
my position, and my conduct will be conformable 
to tnat understanding; that he (the General) 
then expressed a repugnance to being made a 
partv to a judicial proceeding, saying, that he 
would expose himself to fine and imprisonment 
by doing so, as his continuing to discharge the 
duties of Secretary of War cm interim^ after the 
Senate should have refused to concur in the sus- 
pension of Mr. Stanton, would be a violation of 
the tenure-of-office bill ; that in reply to this he 
(the President) informed General Grant he had 
not suspended Mr. Stanton under the tenure-of- 
office bul, but by virtue of the powers conferred 
ou him by the Constitution ; and that as to the 
fine and imprisonment, he (the President) would 
pay whatever fine was imposed, and .submit to 
whatever imprisonment might be adjudged 
against him, (the General ;) that they continued 
the conversation for some time, discussing the 
law at length ; and that they finally separated, 



withont having reached a definite conclosion, 
and with the understanding that the General 
would see the President again on Monday. 

In reply. General Grant admitted that the 
conversations had occurred, and said that at the 
first conversation he had given it as his opinion 
to the President, that in Uie event of non-eon- 
currence by the Senate in the action of the 
President in respect to the Secretarv of War, the 
question would nave to be decided by the court ; 
that Mr. Stanton would have to appeal to the 
court to reinstate him in office; that the iru 
would remain in till they could be displaced, and 
the outs put in by legal proceedings ; and that 
he then tnought so, and had agreed that if he 
should change his mind, he would notify the 
President in time to enable him to make another 
appointment ; but that at Ihe time of the first 
conversation he had not looked very closely into 
the law — that it had recentljr been discussed by 
the newspapers, and that this had induced him 
to examine it more carefully, and that he had 
come to the conclusion that if the Senate should 
refuse to concur in the suspension, Mr. Stanton 
would thereby be reinstatea, and that he (Grant) 
could not continue thereafter to act as Secretary 
of War ad interim without subjecting himself U> 
fine and imprisonment, and that he came over 
on Saturday to inform the Ifresident of this 
change in his views, and did so inform him ; that 
the President replied that he had not suspended 
Mr. Stanton under the tenure-of-office bill, but 
under the Constitution, and had appointed him 
(Grant) by virtue of the authority derived from 
the Constitution, Ac.; that they continued to 
discuss the matter some time, and, finally, he left 
without any conclusion having been reached, 
expecting to see the President again on Monday. 
He then proceeded to explain why he had not 
called on the President on Monday, saying that 
he had had a long interview with General Sher- 
man, that various little matters had occupied his 
time till it was late, and that he did not think 
the Senate would act so soon, and asked : ** Did 
not General Sherman call on you on Monday V* 

I do not know what passed between the Presi* 
dent and General Grant on Saturday , except as I 
learned it from the conversation between them 
at the cabinet meeting on Tuesday, and the fore- 
going is substantially what then occurred. The 
precise words used on the occasion are not, of 
course, given exactlv in the order in which they 
were spoken, but the ideas expressed and the 
facts stated mb faithfully preserved and pre* 
sented. 

I have the honor to be, sir, with great respect^ 
your obedient servant, 0. H. Bbowhiho. 

The Pbbsidbht. 

LETTER OP THE 8ECEETART OP STATE. 
DEPABTHEJilT OP StATE, 

Washihgtoh, February 6, 186S. * 
Sib : The meeting to which you refer in yonr 
letter was a regular cabinet meetinfl;. While the 
members were assembling, and be^re the Presi- 
dent had entered the council chamber, General 
Grant, on coming in, said to me that he was in 
attendance there not as a member of the cabineti 
but upon invitation, and I replied by the inquiry 
whether there was a change in the War Dept^ 
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merit. After the President had taken his seat 
business went on in the usual way of hearing 
matters submitted by the several secretaries. 
When the time came for the Secretary of War, 
General Grant said that he was now there, not as 
Secretary of War, but upon the President's invi- 
tation ; that he had retired from the War De- 
partment. A slight difference then appeared about 
the supposed invitation, General Grant saying 
that the officer who had borne his letter to the 
President that morning, announcing his retire- 
xnent from the War Department, had told him 
that the President desired to see him at the cab- 
inet; to which the President answered, that 
when General Grant's communication was de- 
livered to him, the President simply replied that 
he supposed General Grant would be very soon 
at the cabinet meeting. I regarded the conver- 
sation thus begun as an incidental one. It went 
on quite informally, and consisted of a statement 
on your part of your views in regard to the un- 
derstanding of the tenure upon which General 
Grant had assented to hold the War Department 
ad interim, and of his replies by way of answer 
end explanation. It was respectful and courteous 
on both sides. Being in this conversational 
form, its details could only have been preserved 
by verbatim report. So far as I know, no such 
report was made at the time. I can only give 
the general effect of the conversation. Certainly 
you stated that although you had reported the 
reasons for Mr. Stanton's suspension to the Sen- 
ate, you nevertheless held that he would not be 
entitled to resume the office of Secretary of War, 
even if the Senate should disapprove of his sus- 
^ipension, and that you had proposed to have the 
question tested by judicial process, to be applied 
to the person who should te the incupabent of 
the Department, under your designation of Sec- 
rectary of War ad interim^ in the place of Mr. 
Stanton. You contended that this was well un- 
derstood between yourself and General Grant ; 
that when he entered the War Department as 
Secretary ad interim, he expressed his concur- 
rence in the belief that the question of Mr. Stan- 
ton's restoration would be a question for the 
courts ; tliat in a subsequent conversation with 
General Grant you had adverted to the under- 
standing thus had, and that General Grant ex- 
pressed his concurrence in it ; that at some con- 
versation which had been previously held General 
Grant said he still adhered to the same construc- 
tion of the law, but said if he should change his 
opinion he would give you seasonable notice of 
it, so that you should, in any case, be placed in 
the same position in regard to the War Depart- 
ment that you were while General Grant held it 
ad interim. I did not understand General Grant 
AS denying, nor as explicitly admitting these 
statements in the form and full extent to which 
you made them. His admission of them was 
rather indirect and circumstantial, though I did 
not understand it to be an evasive one. He said 
that reasoning from what occurred in the case of 
the police in Maryland, which he regarded as a 
parallel one, he was of opinion, and so assured 
you, that it woulo be his right and duty, under 
yoxa instruc^ons, to hold the War Omoe after 



the Senate should disapprove of Mr. StantonV 
suspension, until the question should be decided 
upon by the courts ; that he remained until very 
recently of that opinion, and that on the Satur- 
day before the cabinet meeting a conversation 
was held between yourself and him, in which the 
subject was generally discussed. General Grant's 
statement was, that in that conversation he had 
stated to you the legal difficulties which might 
arise, involving fine and imprisonment under the 
civil-tenure bill, and that he did not care to sub- 
ject himself to those penalties ; that you replied 
to this remark that you regarded the civil- tenure 
bill as^ unconstitutional, and did not think its 
penalties were to be feared, or that you would 
voluntarily assume them ; and you insisted that 
General Grant should either retain the office un- 
til relieved by yourself, according to what yon 
claimed was the original understanding between 
yourself and him, or, by seasonable notice of 
change of purpose on his part, put you in the 
same situation in which you would be if he ad- 
hered. You claimed that General Grant finally 
said in that Saturday's conversation that yon 
understood his views," and his proceedings there- 
after would be consistent with what had been so 
understood. General Grant did not controvert, 
nor can I say that he admitted this last statement. 
Certainly Gfeneral Grant did not at any time in 
the cabinet meeting insist that he had, in the 
Saturday's conversation, either distinctly or 
finally advised you of his determination to retire 
from the charge of the War Department other- 
wise than under your own subsequent direction. 
He acquiesced in your statement that the Satur- 
day's conversation ended with an expectation 
that there would be a subsequent conference on 
the subject, which he, as well as yourself, sup- 
posed could seasonably take place on Monday. 
You then alluded to the fact that General Grant 
did not call upon you on Monday, as you had 
expected from that conversation. General Grant 
admitted that it was his expectation or purpose 
to call upon you on Monday. General Grant 
assigned reasons for the omission. He said he 
was in conference with General Sherman ; that 
there were many little matters to be attended 
to ; he had conversed upon the matter of the in- 
cumbency of the War Department with General 
Sherman, and he expected that General Sher- 
man would call upon you on Monday. My own 
mind suggested a further explanation ; but I do 
not remember whether it was mentioned or not, 
namely: that it was not supposed by General 
Grant on Monday that the Senate would decide 
the question so promptly as to anticipate further 
explanation between youTBelf and him, if delayed 
beyond that day. General Grant made another 
explanation, that he was engaged on Sunday 
with General Sherman, and I think also on 
Monday, in regard to the War Department mat- 
ter, with a hope, though he did not say in an 
effort, to procure an amicable settlement of the 
affair of Mr. Stanton, and he still hoped that it 
would be brought about 

I have the honor te be, with great respect, yoof 
obedient servant, William H. Sewabow 

To the PKsaiDiiiT. 
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8. — qevebal obavt to the pbesibeht. 
Hsadqu'bs Abmt of the Uhited States, 
WASHiHGTOir, D.C.jPeiruary 11. 1868. 
Bii Excellency A. Johhsoh, 

President of the United State; 
8iB: I have the honor to acknowledge the re- 
ceipt of your commnnication of the lOth instant, 
accompanied by statements of five cabinet min- 
isters, of their recollection of what occared in 
cabinet meeting on the i4th of January. With- 
out admitting any thine in these statements where 



barged 

subordination. I think it will be plain to the 
reader of my letter of the 30th of January, that 
I did not propose to disobey any legal order of 
f the President, distinctly given ; but only gave 
an interpretation of what would be regarded as 
satisfactory evidence of the President's sanction 
to orders communicated by the Secretary of War. 
I will say here that your letter of the 10th in- 
stant contains the fiSrst intimation I have had 
that you did not accept that interpretation. 

Now, for reasons for giving that interpreta- 
tion: It was clear to me, before my letter of 
January 30th was written, that I, the person 
having more public business to transact with 
the Secretary of War than any other of the 
President's subordinates, was the only one who 
had been instructed to disregard the authority 
of Mr. Stanton where his autnority was derived 
as agent of the President. 

On the 27th of January I received a letter from 
the Secretary of War, (copy herewith,) directing 
me to furnish escort to public treasure from the 
Bio Grande to New Orleans, <fcc., at the request 
of the Secretary of the Treasury to him. I also 
send two other enclosures, showing recognition 
of Mr. Stanton as Secretary of War by both the 
Secretary of the Treasury and the rostmaster 
General, in all of which cases the Secretary of 
War had to call upon me to make the orders re- 
quested, or give the information desired, and 
where his authoritv to do so is derived, in my 
view, as agent of the President 

With an order so clearly ambi^ous as that of 
the President, here referred to, it was my duty 
to inform the President of my interpretation of 
it, and to abide by that interpretation until I 
received other orders. 

Disclaiming any intention, now or heretofore, 
of disobeying any legal order of the President, 
distinctly communicated, I remain, yery respect- 
fully, your obedient servant, 

U. S. Geaht, General 

PSITSB OW 8E0BETABT STAVTOV. 

Was Depastmevt, 
WASHiKGTOir CiTT, January 27, 1868. 

Qbheral : The Secretary of the Treasury has 
reouested this department to a£ford A. F. Ean- 
dul, special agent of the Treasury Department, 
such military aid as may be necessary to secure 
and forward for deposit from Brownsville, 
Texas, to New Orleans, public moneys in pos- 
session of custom-house offioers at Brownsville, 
and which are deemed insecure at that place. 

Ton will please give such directions as you 



may deem proper to ihe officer commanding at 
Brownsville to carry into effect the request oi 
the Treasury Department, the instructions to be 
sent by telegraph to Galveston, to the care of 
A. F. Randall, special asent, who is at Galveston 
waiting telegraphic orders, there being no tele- 
graphic communication with Brownsville, and 
the necessity for military protection to the pub- 
lic moneys being represented as urgent 

Please favor me with a copy of such instruc- 
tions as you may give, in order that they may 
be communicated to the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury. Yours, truly, 

Edwut M. Stajsttoh, 

Secretary of W<». 

To General U. S. Gbaitt, 

Commanding Army United ^ate^ 

UnrSBL OF 8E0BETABT M^OITLLOOR. 

Tbbasuey Depaetmekt, 
January 29, 1868. 

Sib : It is represented to this department that 
a band of robbers has obtained such a foothold 
in the section of country between Humboldt 
and Lawrence, Kansas, committing depreda- 
tions upon travellers, both by public and pri- 
vate conveyance, that the safety of the pnolic 
money collected by the receiver of the land 
office at Humboldt requires that it should be 
euarded during its transit from Humboldt to 
Lawrence. I have, therefore, the honor to re- 
auest that the proper commanding officer of the 
district may be instructed by the War Depart- 
ment, if in the opinion of tne Hon. Secretary 
of War it can be done without prejudice to the 
public interests, to furnish a sufficient military 
guard to protect such moneys as may be in 
transitu from the above office for the purpose of 
being deposited to the credit of the Treasury of 
the United States. As far as we are now ad- 
vised, such service will not be necessary oftener 
than once a month. Will you please advise me 
of the action taken, that I may instruct the 
receiver and the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office in the matter. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. McOirLLOOH, 
Secretary of t?ie Treasutf^ 

To the Hon. Seobetabt of Wab. 

Bespectfully referred to the General of the 
army to give the necessary orders in this case, 
and to furnish this department a copy for the 
information of the Secretary of the Treasury. 

By order of the Secretary of War. 

£i>. SoHBiVEB, Inspector OeneraL 

UnXIB or THE SEO^D A8SIBTA17T r06TMA8TBB 
OEKEBAL. 

Post OrzioE Dbpabthsht, 

OONTBAOT OpFIOB, 

Washihgtok, February 3, 1868. 

8lE: It has been represented to this depart- 
ment that in October last a military commission 
was appointed to settle upon some general plan 
of deience for the Texas trontiers, and that the 
said commission has made a report recommend- 
ing a line of posts from the Bio Grande to the 
Bed river. 

An application is now pending in this depart* 
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ment for a change in the coarse of the San An- 
tonio and El Paso mail, so as to send it by way 
of Forts Mason, Griffin, and Stockton, instead 
of by camps Hudson and Lancaster. This 
application requires immediate decision, but be- 
fore final action can be had thereon it is desired 
to have some official information aa to the report 
of the commission above referred to. 

Accordingly, I have the honor to request that 
you will cause this department to be furnished, 



as early as possible, with the information de- 
sired in the premises, and also with a copy of 
the report, if any has bfeen made by the com- 
mission. ^®^Z respectfully, Ai., &c.> 

Geoege W. McLbllan, . 
Second Asmtant Postmaster Oeneral, 
The Honorable the Secbetaey op War. 
Referred to the General of the army for report. 

Edwin M . Stanton, 
Februaby 8, 1868. Secretary of War. 



XXVI. 
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AND REPORT OF GENERAL GRANT * 



Oea«ral Orant's Orden reipeeting BUitm, 
Ufued in the Field. 

Headquarters Dibt. of West Tennessee, 
Fort Donblson, February 26, 1862. 
Oeneral Ordwf . No. 14. 

I. General Order No. 3, seriea 1861, from 
head<}uarter8 department of the Missouri, is 
still in force and must he ohserved. The neces- 
sity of its strict enforcement is made apparent 
by the numerous applications from citizens for 
permissson to pass through the camps to look for 
ra^itive slaves. In no case whatever will per- 
mission be granted to citizens for this purpose. 

II. All s&ves at Fort Donelson at the time of 
its capture, and all slaves within the line of 
military occupation that have been used by the 
enemy in building fortifications, or in any man- 
ner hostile to the Government, will be employed 
by the quartermaster's department for the bene- 
fit of the Gbvernment, ana will under no circum- 
stances be }>ermitted to return to their masters. 

III. It is made the duty of all officers of this 
command to see that all slaves above indicated 
are promptly delivered to the chief quartermaster 
of tne district 

By order of Brig. Gen. U. S. Grant. 

Jno. a. Bawlins, a. a. G. 

Headquarters Dist. of West Tennessee, 
Corinth, Miss., Auytut 11, 1862. 
Oenenl Orders, Na 72. 

Becent acts of Congress prohibit the army 
from returning fugitives from labor to their 
claimants, ana authorize the employment of 
such persons in the service of the Government. 
The following orders are therefore published for 
tiie guidance of the army in this military district 
in this matter. 

I. All fugitives thus employed must be regis* 
tared, the names of the fugitives and claimants 
given, and must be borne upon morning reports 
of the command in which they are kept, showing 
how they are employed. 



* For other papers of General Grant, tee paces 67, f'S, 120, 
121, 12Z, 123 of the Manual of 1860, and 73, 74. iin<1 tSofthe 
Manual of 1867 ; or 67, 68, 120, 121, 122, 128, 190, :X)0, and 
204 of the combined Muuuuls. 



II. Fugitive slaves may be employed as labor* 
ers in the quartermaster's, subsistence, and en- 
gineer departments, and wherever by such em- 
ployment a soldier may be saved to the ranks. 
They mav be employed as teamsters, as com- 
pany cooks fnot exceeding four to a company,) 
or as hospital attendants or nurses. Officers may 
employ them as private servants, in which latter 
case the fugitive will not be paid or rationed hj 
the Government. Negroes not thus employed will 
be deemed unauthorized persons, and must be 
excluded from the camps. 

III. Officers and soldiers are prohibited from 
enticing slaves to leave their masters. When it 
becomes necessary to employ this kind of labor, 
commanding officers of posts or troops must 
send details (always under the charge ot a suita- 
ble non-commissioned officer) to press into service 
the slaves of disloyal persons to the number 
required. 

IV. Citizens within the reach of any military 
station, known to be disloyal and dangerous, 
may be ordered away or arrested, and their 
crops and stocks taken for the benefit of the 
Government or the use of the army. 

V. All property taken from rebel owners 
must be duly reported and used for the benefit 
of Government, and be issued to troops through 
the proper departments, and, when practicable, 
the act of taking should be avowed by the writ- 
ten certificate of the officer taking, to the owner 
or agent of such property. 

'It is enjoined on all commanding officers to 
see that tnis order is strictly executed. The de- 
moralization of troops consequent on being left 
to execute laws in their own way, without a 
proper head, must be avoided. 

By order of Maj. Gen. U. S. Grant. 

Jno. a. Rawlins, A. A, G, 

Headquarters Depart, of the Tennessee^ 
Milliken's Bend, La., April 22, 1863. 
General Orders, No. 25. [Extract.] 

I. Corps, division, and post commanders will 
afford all facilities for tne completion of the 
negro regiments now organizing in this depart- 
ment. Commissaries will issue supplies and 
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quartermasters will famisli stores on the same 
requisitions and returns as are required from 
otner troops. 

» It 18 expected that all commanders will espe- 
cially exert themselves in carrying oat the policy 
of the administration, not only in organizing col- 
ored regiments and rendering them efficient, but 
also in removing prejudice against them. * * 
By order of Maj. Gen. U. S. Geant. 

Jno. a. Rawlins, A. A. G. 

HEAiDQinisixBBS Depart, of the Teknessee, 
ViCEfiBmiG, Miss., August 10, 1863. 
<a«Ber8kI Orders, No. -^1. 

I. At ali floilitary iposts in States within the 
department w^tere elaovery has ibeen abolished 
by the pf>oelanation af the Enesident of the 
United 8t*te^ «ampa will be established for such 
freed people of color as are out of 'employment. 

II. Commjinders of posts or districts will de- 
tail suitable officers from the army as superin- 
tendents of such camps. It will be^the duty of 
euch superintendents to see that suitable rations 
are drawn from the subsistence department for 
each people as are confided to their care. 

III. All such persons supported by the Gov- 
ernment will be employed in every practicable 
way, so as to avoid, as far as possible, their be- 
coming a burden upon the Government They 
may be hired to planters, or other citizens, on 
proper assurances that the negroes so hired will 
not be run off beyond the military jurisdiction 
of the United States ; they may be employed on 
any public works; in gathering crops from 
abanaoned planta,tions ; and generally in any 
manner local commanders may deem for the best 
interests of the Government, in compliance with 
law and the policy of the administration. 

IV. It will be the duty of the provost mar- 
shal at every military post to see that every 

•negro within the jurisdiction of the military 
authority is employed by some white person, or 
is sent to the camps provided for freed people. 

V. Citizens may make contracts with freed 
persons of color for their labor, giving wages 
per month in money, or employ families of them 
by the year on plantations, &c., feeding, cloth- 
ing, and supporting the infirm as well as the 
able-bodied, and giving a portion — not less than 
one- twentieth — of the commercial part of their 
crops in payment for such service. 

VI. Where the negroes are employed under 
this authority, the parties employing will register 
with the provost marshal their names, occupa- 
tion, and residence, and the number of negroes 
•mployed. They will enter into such bonds as 
the provost marshal, with the approval of the 
local commander, may require, for the kind 
treatment and proper care of those employed, 
and as security against their being carried be- 
yond the employer's j urisdiction. 

VII. Nothing in this order is to be construed 
to embarrass the employment of such colored 
persons as may be required by the Government. 

By order of .Major General U. S. Geant, 

T. S. Bowers, A. A. A. Q. 

Headquaetees Depaet. op the Tennessee, 
ViCKSBUEO, Miss., August 23, 1863. 
Ctooeral Orders, No. 53. 
X, Hereafter, negroes will not be allowed in 



or about the camps of white troops, except such 
as are properly employed and controlled. 

II. They may be employed in the quarter- 
master's department, subsistence department, 
medical department, as hospital nurses and laun- 
dresses, in the engineer department as pioneers. 
As far as practicable, such as have been or may 
be rejected as recruits for colored regiments by 
the examining surgeon will be employed about 
hospitals and in pioneer corps. 

III. In regiments and companies they may be 
employed as follows : One cook to eacn fifteen 
men. and one teamster to each wagon. Officers 
may employ them as servants, but not in greater 
number than they are entitled to commutation 
for. 

IV. Commanders of regiments and detach- 
ments will see that all negroes in or about their 
respective camps, not employed as provided in 
this order, are collected and turned over to the 
provost marshal of the division, post, or army 
corps to which their regiment or detachment 
belongs. 

V. Frovost marshals will keep all negroes 
thus coming into their hands from straggling and 
wandering about until they can be put in charge 
of the superintendent of Ihe camp for colored 
people nearest them ; and all negroes unem- 
ployed, in accordance with this or previous 
orders, not in and about camps of regiments and 
detachments, will be required to go into the 
camps established for negroes, and it is enjoined 
upon provost marshals to see that they do so. 

VI. Recruiting for colored regiments in ne^ro 
camps will be prohibited, except when special 
authority to do so is given. 

VII. All able-bodied negro men who are 
found, ten days after publication of this order, 
without a certificate of the officer or person em- 
ploying them, will be regarded as unemployed, 
and may be pressed into service. Certificates 
given to negroes must show how, when, and by 
whom they are employed, and if as officers* ser- 
vants, that the officer employing them has not 
a greater number than by law he is entitled to 
commutation for. 

By order of Major General U. S. Geant. 
Jno. a. Rawlins, A, A, G. 

letter on Slavery and Beoonstmotion. 

ViCKSBUEG, Mississippi, 

August 30, 1863. 
Hon. E. B. Washbuene. 

DeaeSie: * * « The people of 
the North need not quarrel over the institution 
of slavery. What Vice President Stephens 
acknowledges the corner-stone of the Confed- 
eracy is already knocked out. Slavery is already 
dead,' and cannot be resurrected. It would take 
a standing army to maintain slavery in the 
South, if we were to make peace to-day, guaran- 
teeing to the South all their former constitutional 
privileges. I never was an abolitionist, not even 
what could be called anti-slavery ; but I try to 
judge fairly and honestly, and it became patent 
to my mind early in the rebellion that the North 
and »outh could never live at peace with each 
other except as one nation, and that without 
slavery. As anxious as I am to see peace estab- 
lished, I would not, therefore, be willing to see 
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any settlement until this question is forever 
•ettled. Your sincere friend, 

U. a Grant. 

On being a Candidate for Political Office. 

Nashville, Tennessee, 

January 20, 1864. 
Hon. I. N. MoEEiB. 

Deab Sib : Your letter of the 29th of Decem- 
ber I did not receive until two days ago. I re- 
ceive many such, hut do not answer. Yours, 
however, is written in such a kindly spirit, and 
as you ask for an answer, confidentially, I will 
not withhold it. Allow me to say, however, that 
I am not a politician, never was, and hope never 
to be, and could not write a political letter. My 
only desire is to serve the countrjr in her present 
trials. To do this efficiently it is necessary to 
have the confidence of the army and the people. 
I know no way to better secure this end tnan by 
a faithful performance of my duties. So long as 
I hold my present position, I do not believe toat 
I have the right to criticize the policy or orders 
of those above me, or to give utterance to views 
of my own except to the authorities at Washing- 
ton, through the General-in-Chief of the army. 
In this respect, I know I have proven myself a 
•* good soldier." 

in your letter you say that I have it in my 
power to be the next President. This is the last 
thing in the world I desire. I would regard such 
a consummation as being highly unfortunate for 
myself, if not for the country. Through Provi- 
dence I have attained to more than I ever hoped, 
and with the position I now hold in the regular 
army, if allowed to retain it, will be more than 
satisfied. I certainly shall never shape a senti- 
ment, or the expression of a thought, with a view 
of being candidate for office. 1 scarcely know 
the inducement that could be held out to me to 
accept office, and nnhesitatingly say that I in- 
finitelyprefer my present position to that of any 
civil offiTce within the gift of the people. 

This is a private letter to you, not intended 
for others to see or read, becauRe I want to avoid 
bein^ heard from by the public except through 
acts in the performance of my legitimat-e duties. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your 
obedient servant, U. S. Geant. 

On Besnlts of " Peace on any Termi." 

Headq'es Aemies op the United Stateb, 
City Point, Va., August 16, 1864. 
Hon. E. B. Washbuene. 

DsAE SiE : I state to all citizens who visit me 
that all we want now to insure an early restor- 
ation of the Union, is a determined unity of 
sentiment North. The rebels have now in their 
ranks their last man. The little boys and old 
men are guarding prisons, guarding railroad 
bridges, and forming a ^ood part of their gar- 
risons for entrenched positions. 

A man lost by them cannot be replaced. They 
have robbed alike the cradle and the grave to 
get their present force. Besides what they lose 
in frequent skirmishes and battles, they are now 
losing, from desertions and other causes at least 
one reeiment per day. With this drain upon 
them the end is not far distant if we will only 
bo trae to ourselves. Their only hope now is in 



a divided North. This might give them rein- 
forcements from Tennessee, Kentucky, Mary- 
land, and Missouri, while it would weaken us. 
With the draft quietly enforced, the enemy 
would become despondent and would make but 
little resistance. 

I have no doubt bnt the enemv are exceed- 
ingly anxious to hold out until after the Presi- 
dential election. They have many hopes from 
its effects. They hope a fcounter revolution; 
they hope the election of a peace candidate ; in 
fact, like Micawber, they hope for something to 
turn np. Our peace friends, if they expect peace 
from separation, are much mistaken. It would 
be but the beginning of war, with thousands of 
northern men joining the South, because of our 
disgrace in allowing separation. To have *' peace 
on any terms," the South would demana the 
restoration of their slaves already freed. They 
would demand indemnity for losses sustainea, 
and they would demand a treaty which would 
make the North slave-hunters for the South. 
They would demand pay or the restoration of 
every slave escaping to the North. 

Yours, truly. U. S. Gbaht. 

On Filling the Armiei. 
CiTT Point, S^tember 13, 1864, 
10.30, a. m. 
Hon. Edwin M. Stanton, Secretary of War. 

We ought to have the whole number of men 
called for by the President in the shortest possi- 
ble time. Prompt action in filling our armies 
will have more effect upon the enemy than a 
victory over them. They profess to believe, and 
make their men believe, tnere is such a party 
North in favor of recognizing southern independ- 
ence, that the draft cannot be enforced. Let 
them be undeceived. Deserters come into our 
lines daily, who tell us that the men are nearly 
uuiversally tired of the war, and that desertions 
would be much more frequent, but that they be- 
lieve peace will be negotiated after the fall elec- 
tion. 

The enforcement of the draft and prompt fiUins 
up of our armies will save the shedding of blood 
to an immense degree. 

U. S. Geant, Lieutenant General. 

On Protecting Colored Soldiers. 
Headq'bs Asxies of the United States, 
October 29, 1864. 
General R. E. Lee, C. S. A., 

Commanding Army Northern Virginia. 

Genebal: Understanding from your letter of 
the 19th that the colored prisoners who are em- 
ployed at work in the trenches near Fort Gilmer 
nave been withdrawn, I have directed the with- 
drawal of the Confederate prisoners employed in 
the Butch Gap canal. 

I shall always regret the necessity of retaliat- 
ing for wrongs done our soldiers ; bnt regard it 
my duty to protect all persons received into the 
army of the United States, regardless of color oi 
nationality. When acknowledged soldiers of 
the Government are captured they must be treat- 
ed as prisoners of war, or such treatment as they 
receive will be inflicted upon an equal number of 
prisoners held by us. 

I have nothing to do with the discussion of 
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the slavery question : therefore decline answer- 
ing the arguments adduced to show the right to 
return to n>rmer owners such negroes as are cap- 
tured from our army. 

In answer to the question at the conclusion of 
your letter, I have to state that all prisoners of 
war falling into my hands shall receive the kind- 
est treatment possible, consistent with securing 
them, unless I nave good authority for believing 
any number of our men are being treated other- 
wise. Then, painful as it may be to me, I shall 
inflict like treatment on an equal number of Con- 
federate prisoners. 

Hoping that it may never become my duty to 
order retaliation upon any man held as a prisoner 
of war, I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 
your obedient servant, 

U. S. Qbaitt, lAevienant General, 

General Orant'i Teitimonj before the Committee 
on the Oondnet of the War, on Exchange of 
Priioneri, Febmary 11» 1865. 

Q. It is stated, upon what authority I do not 
know, that you are charged entirely with the 
exchange of prisoners. A. That is correct. And 
what is more, I haveeflfectedan arrangement for 
the exchange of prisoners, man for man and 
officer for officer, or his equivalent, according to 
the old cartel, until one or the other party nas 
exhausted the number they now hold. I ^et a 
great many letters daily from friends of prison- 
ers in the South, every one of which I cause to 
be answered, telling them that this arrangement 
has been made, and that I suppose excnanges 
can be made at the rate of about 3,000 a week. 
The fact is, that I do not believe the South can 
deliver our prisoners to us as fast as that, on 
account of want of transportation on their part. 
But just as fast as they can deliver our prison- 
ers to us, I will receive them, and deliver their 
prisoners to them. 

Q. There is no impediment in the way ? A. 
No, sir ; I will take the prisoners as fast as they 
can deliver them. And, I would add, that after 
I have caused the letters to be answered, I re- 
fer the letters to Colonel Mulford, the commis- 
sioner of exchanges, so that he may effect special 
exchanges in those cases wherever he can do so. 
The Salisbury prisoners will be coming right on. 
I mjrself saw Colonel Hatch, the assistant com- 
missioner of exchanges on the part of the South, 
and he told me that the Salisbury and Danville 
prisoners would be coming on at once. He said 
that he could bring them on at the rate of 5,000 
or 6,000 a week. But I do not believe he can 
do that. Their roads are now taxed to their 
utmost capacity for military purposes, and are 
becoming less and less efficient every day. Many 
of the bridges are now down. I merely fixed, 
as a matter of judgment, that 3,000 a week will 
be as fast as they can deliver them. 

Q. The fact is, that there is no impediment 
now in the way except the lack of transporta- 
tion ? A. That is all. There is no impediment 
on our side. I could deliver and receive every 
one of them in a very short time, if they will 
deliver those they hold. We have lost some 
two weeks lately on account of the ice in ttio 
river. 

Q. It has been said that we refused to ex- 



change prisoners because we found ours starved, 
diseasea, and unserviceable when we received 
them, and did not like to exchange sound mea 
for such men ? A. There never has been any 
such reason as that. That has been a reason 
for making exchanges. I will confess that if our 
men who are prisoners in the South were really 
well taken care of. suffering nothing except a 
little privation of liberty, then, in a military 
point of view, it would not be good policy for 
us to exchange, because every man they get 
back is forced right into the army at once, while 
that is not the case with our prisoners when we 
receive them. In fact, the half of our returned 
prisoners will never go into the army again, and 
none of them will until after they have had a 
furlough of thirty or sixty days. Still, the fact 
ef their suffering as they do is a reason for 
making this exchange as rapidly as possible. 

Q. And never has been a reason for not 
making the exchange ? A. It never has. Ex- 
changes having been suspended by reason of 
disagreement on the part of agents of exchange 
on both sides before I came in command of tHe 
armies of the United States, and it then beine 
near the opening of the spring campaign, I dia 
not deem it advisable or just to the men who 
had to fight our battles to reinforce the enemy 
with thirty or forty thousand disciplined troops 
at that time. An immediate resumption of ex- 
changes would have had that effect without ^v- 
ing us corresponding benefits. The suffering 
said to exist among our prisoners South was a 
powerful argument against the course pursued, 
and so I felt it. 

General Grant and the Fropoied Kiision to 
Mexioo. 

oeneeal geant to seoretaet stantgit. 
Headq'es Aemies op the Uhited States, 
Washington, October 27, 1866. 

Your letter of this date, enclosing one from 
the President of the United States of the 26th 
instant, asking you to request me " to proceed 
to some point on our Mexican frontiei^ most 
suitable and convenient for communication with 
our minister; or (if General Grant deems it 
best) to accompany him to his destination in 
Mexico, and to give him tne aid of his advice in 
carrying out the instructions of the Secretary of 
State," IS received. Also, copy of instructions 
to Hon. Lewis D. Campbell, minister to Mexico, 
accompanying your letter, is received. 

The same request was made of me one week 
ago to-day, verbally, to which I returned a 
written reply, copy of which is herewith enclosed. 

On the 23d instant, the same request was re- 
newed in cabinet meeting, where i was invited 
to be present, when I again declined respectfully 
as I could the mission tendered me, with reasons. 

I now again beg moat respectfully to decline 
the proposed mission for the following additional 
reasons, to wit : 

Now, whilst the army is being reorganized, 
and troops distributed as fast as organized, my 
duties require me to keen within telegraphic 
communication of all the department command- 
ers, and of this city, from which orders must 
emanate. Almost the entire frontier between 
the United States and Mexico is embraced in the 
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departments commanded by GkneraU Sheridan 
and Hancock, the commaDd of the latter being 
embraced in the military division under Lieu- 
tenant General Sherman, three officers in whom 
the entire country has unbounded confidence. 

Either of these general officers can be in- 
structed to accompany the American minister to 
the Mexican frontier, or the one can through 
"whose command the minister may propose to 
pass in reaching his destination. 

If it is desirable that our minister should com- 
municate with me he can do so through the offi- 
cer who may accompany him, with but very 
little delay beyond what would be experienced 
if I were to accompany him myself. I might 
add that I would not dare counsel the minister 
in any matter beyond stationing of troops on 
ttie United States "soil, without the concurrence 
of the administration. That concurrence could 
be more speedily had with me here than if I 
were upon the frontier, The stationing of troops 
would be as fully within the control of the 
accompanying officer as it would of mine. 

I sincerely nope I may be excused from un- 
dertaking a duty so foreign to my office and 
tastes as that contemplated. 

U. S. Geakt, General 

Hon. E. M. Stahtof, 

Secretary of War, 

General Grant and the Baltimore Troubles of 
October, 1866. 

1.— qbukeal gbaht to president johnsobt. 
Heaixi'es Aemies op the United States, 
Washington, October 24, 1866. 
His Excellency A. Johnson, 

President of the United States, 

I have the honor to enclose to you the within 
report from General Can by, commander of this 
mflitary department, upon the threatened vio- 
lence in the city of Baltimore previous to the 
approaching elections. Upon receiving your 
verbal instructions of the 20th- instant, to look 
into the nature of the threatened difficulties in 
Baltimore, to ascertain what course should be 
pursued to prevent it, I gave General Can by, 
whose department embraces the State of Mary- 
land, instructions, also verbal, to proceed to 
Baltimore in person, to ascertain as nearly as 
he could the cause which threatened to lead to 
riot and bloodshed. The report submitted is 
given in pursuance of these instructions. 

Since the rendition of General Canby's report 
I had a long conversation with him, and also 
with Governor Swann, of the State of Maryland. 
It is the opinion of General Canby and the state- 
ment of Governor Swann, that no danger of riot 
need be apprehended unless the latter should 
find it necessary to remove the present police 
commissioners of Baltimore from office and to 
appoint their successors. No action in this di- 
rection has been taken yet, nor will there be 
until Friday next, when the trial of the com- 
missioners before the governor is set to take 
place. I cannot see the possible necessity for 
calling in the aid of the military in advance of 
even the cause, (the removal of said commis- 
sioners,) which is to induce riot. 

The conviction is forced on my mind that no 
reason now exists for giving or promising the 



military aid of the government to support the 
laws of Maryland. The tendency of giving such 
aid or promise would be to produce the very re- 
sult intended to be averted. So far there seems 
to be merely a very bitter contest for political 
ascendancy in the State. 

Military interference would be interpreted as 
giving aid to one of the factions, no matter how 
pure the intentions or how guarded and just the 
instructions. It is a contingency I hope never 
to see arise in this country, while I occupy tb« 
position of general- in-chief of the army, to have 
to send troops into a State, in full relations with 
the general government, on the eve of an elec- 
tion, to preserve the peace. If insurrection does 
come, the law provides the method of calling 
oat forces to suppress it. No such condition 
seems to exist now. U. S. Gbant, Oeneral. 

October 25— The President asked for the num- 
ber of troops at convenient stations ; to which 
General Grant replied, on the 27th, giving them. 
November 1, President directed Secretary Stan- 
ton : " In view of the prevalence in various 
portions of the country of a revolutionary and 
turbulent disposition, which might at any mo- 
ment assume insurrectionary proportions and 
lead to serious disorders, and of the duty of the 
government to be at all times prepared to act 
with decision and effect, this force is not deemed 
adequate for the protection and security of the 
seat of government. I therefore request that 
you will at once take such measures as will in- 
sure its safety, and thus discourage any attempt 
for its possession by insurgent or otlier illegal 
combinations." 

November 2 — The President gave Secretary 
Stanton this order : 

ExEOTjTivB Mansion, 
Washington, D. C, November 2, 1866. 

SlE : There is ground to apprehend danger of 
an insurrection in Baltimore against the consti- 
tuted authorities of the State of Maryland, on 
or about the day of the election soon to be held 
in that city, and that in such contingency the 
aid of the United States might be invoked under 
the acts of Congress which pertain to that sub- 
ject. While I am averse to any military demon- 
stration that would have a tendency to interfere 
with the free exercise of the elective franchise 
in Baltimore, or be construed into any interfer- 
ence in local questions, I feel great solicitude 
that, should an insurrection take place, the 
government should be prepared to meet and 
promptly put it down. I accordingly desire 
you to call General Grant's attention to the 
subject, leaving to his own discretion and judg- 
ment the measures of preparation and precau- 
tion that should be adopted. 

Very respectftuly, yours, 

Andbew Johvsov. 

Hon. Edwiv M. Stanton, 

Secretary of War. 

Same day, General Grant sent this telegram 
to General Canby : 
General E. R. S. Canbt, 

Comm^g Depart, of Washington. 

Enclosed I send you orders just received from 
the President ot the United States They fully 
explain themselves. As commander of the mili- 
tary department including the State of Mary- 
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land, you will take immediate steps for carrying 
them into execution. There are now six or eight 
companies of infantry ready organized in New 
Yorfc that have been ordered to Baltimore, on 
their way to their regiments here in Washington 
and in Virginia. Either visit Baltimore or send 
a staff officer there to stop these troops at Fort 
McHenry until further orders. Also hold one of 
the infantry regiments on duty in this city in 
readiness to move at a moment's notice. By 
having cars ready to take a regiment all at once, 
they will be practically as near Baltimore here 
aa if in camp a few miles from that city. These 
are all the instructions deemed necessary in ad- 
vance of troops being legally called out to sup- 
press insurrection or invasion. Having the 
greatest confidence, however, in your judgment 
and discretion, I wish you to go to Baltimore in 
person and to remain there until the threatened 
difficulties have passed over. Proper discretion 
will no doubt go further towards preventing 
conflict than force. U. S. Gbant, 

Chrieral 

P. S. — ^The orders referred to have not as vet 
been received. When received they will be for- 
warded to your address, which you will please 
communicate. 

November 3 — ^A copy of the President's in- 
structions was sent to General Canby. 

November 5 — General Grant reported as fol- 
lows: 

Headq'es Armies op the United States, 
Baltimoee, Md., November 5, 1866. 
Secretary Stantoit, 

Washington, D. G. 

This morning collision looked almost inevita- 
ble. Wiser counsels now aeem to prevail, and I 
think there is strong hope that no not will occur. 
Propositions looking ^o the harmonizing of par- 
ties are now pending. U. S. Geant, 

General, 

Ctoneral Ghrant on Martial Law in Texai. 

Heabquabtebs Abvies United States, 
January 29, 1867. 
Respectfully forwarded to the Secretary of 
War.* Attention is invited to that part of the 
within communication which refers to the con- 
dition of Union men and freedmen in Texas, and 
to the powerlessness of the military in the pres- 
ent state of affairs to afford them protection. 
Even the moral effect of the presence of troops 
is passing away, and a few days ago a squad of 
soldiers on duty was fired on by citizens in 
Brownsville, Texas; a report of which is this 



* This is the report referred to : 

HxADairA&Txss DsPAamiNi! or thi Gulf, 
Nsw Orlbans, Lk.^ January 25, 1867. 
Oenxbal: The condition of freodmen and Union men in 
remote i^trts of Texas is truly horrible. The Government 
is denounced, the freedmen are shot, and Union men are 
persH;uted if they have the temerity to express their 
opinion. 

This condition exists in the northeastern counties of the 
State to an alarming extent. 

Applications come to me from the roost respectable au- 
thorities for troops, but troops have so little power that 
they are sufficient only in the moral effect which their 
presence has. »♦»»»» 

I am, General, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
P. H. Shbridan, 
Major OeneraZ JJntted State* Army. 
General U. S. Grant, 

Ommanding ArmUi of the V. S., WashifigUm, D. O. 



day forwarded. In my opinion the ^at num- 
ber of murders of Union men and freedmen in 
Texas, not only as a rule unpunished, but nnini- 
vestigated, constitute practicallv a state of im- 
surrection, and believing it to be the province 
and duty of every good government to afford 
protection to the lives, liberty, and property oi 
her citizens, I would recommend the declaration 
of martial law in Texas to secure these ends. 

The necessity for governing any portion of 
our territory by martial law is to be deplored. 
If resorted to, it should be lim»*ed in its au- 
thority, and should leave all local authorities 
and civil tribunals free and unobstructed, until 
they prove their ineflSciency or unwillingness to 
perform their duties. 

Martial law would give security, or compara- 
tively so, to all classes of citizens, without re- 
gard to race, color, or political opinions, and 
could be continued until society was capable of 
protecting itself, or until the State is returned to 
its full relation with the Union. 

The application of martial law to one of these 
States would be a warning to all, and, if neces- 
sary, conld be extended to others. 

U. 8. Gbaitt, Oenerdl. 

No action was had by the civil anthorities 
upon the foregoing recommendation. 

Ctoneral Chrant'i Teitimonj bsfors tke House 

Committee on the Judiciary, July 18, 1867. 

By Mr. Eldridee : Q. At what time were you 
made general of the army by your present title? 
A. In July, 1866. 

Q. Did you after that time have interviews 
with the President in reference to the condition 
of affairs in the rebel States ? A. I have seen 
the President very frequently on the subject, 
and have heard him express his views very fre- 
quently ; but I cannot call to mind any special 
interview. I have been called to cabinet meet- 
ings a number of times. 

Q. With reference to those matters ? A. Gen- 
erally, when I was asked to be at a cabinet meet- 
ing, it was because some question was np in 
which, as General of the army, I would be inter- 
ested. 

Q. Did you have any interviews with him on 
the subject of granting amnesty or pardon to 
the officers of the Confederate army, or to the 
people of those States ? A. Not that I am . 
aware of. I have occasionally recommended a 
person for amnesty. I do ^ not recollect any 
special interview that I have had on the subiect. 
I recollect speaking to him once or twice about 
the time that he issued his nroclamation. I 
thought myself at that time tnat there was no 
reason why, because a person had risen to the 
rank of general, he should be excluded from 
amnesty any more than one who had failed to 
reach that rank. I thought his proclamation 
all right so far as it excluded graduates from 
West roint or from the Naval Academy, or per- 
sons connected with the government, who nad 
gone into the rebellion ; but I did not see any 
reason why a volunteer who happened to rise 
to the rank of general should be excluded any 
more than a colonel. I recollect speaking on 
that point. Neither did I see much reason for 
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the twenfey-thoasaad-dollar clause. Tbeee are 
the only two points that I remember to have 
spoken of at the time. 1 afterwards, however, 
told him that I thought be was much nearer 
right on the twenty-thousand-dollar clause than 
I was. 

Q. Do you recollect, when you had that in- 
terview with him, when you expressed those 
opinions ? A. About the time of the proclama- 
tion. 

Q. Did the President, previous to issuing that 
proclamation, ask your opinion on the various 
points of it ? A. I do not recollecl 1 know 
that I was present when it was read, before it 
was issued. I do not think that I was asked 
mjr views at all. I had the privilege, of course, 
being there, to express my views. 

Q. Was not that the purpose of your attend- 
ance — to get your views on the subject? A. I 
cannot say that it was. About that time I was 
frequently asked to be present at cabinet meet- 
ing. 

Q. Were there other subjects discussed before 
you at the meetings referred to ? A. Yes, sir. 
Whenever I was there all the subjects that were 
up that day were discussed. 

Q. I speak of that time. A. I imagine not. 
My recollection is that it was solely to hear the 
proclamation read ; but I would not be positive 
as to that. It is my recollection. 

Q. Did you give your opinion to the President 
that it would be better at that time to issue a 

? reclamation of general amnesty ? A. No, sir ; 
never gave any such opinion as that By gen- 
eral amnesty I mean universal amnesty. 

Q. Did you give your opinion to the President 
that his proclamation interfered with the stipu- 
lations between yourself and General Lee ? A. 
No, sir. I frequently had to intercede for Gen- 
eral Lee and otner paroled officers, on the ground 
that their parole, so long as they obeyed the laws 
of the United States, protected them from arrest 
and trial. The President at that time occupied 
exactly the reverse grounds.viz., that they should 
be tried and punished. He wanted to know when 
the time would come that they should be pun- 
ished. I told him, not so long as they obeyed 
the laws and complied with the stipulation. 
That was the ground that I took. 

Q. Did you not also insist that that applied as 
well to the common soldiers ? A. Of course it 
applied to every one who took the parole ; but 
that matter was not canvassed except in case of 
Bome of the leaders. I claimed that, in surren- 
dering their armies and arms, they had done 
what they could not all of them have been com- 
pelled to do, as a portion of them could have 
escaped. But they surrendered in consideration 
of the fact that they were to be exempt from trial 
so long as they conformed to the obligations 
which they had taken ; and they were entitled 
to that. 

Q. You looked on that in the nature of a 
parole, and held that they could only be tried 
when they violated that parole ? A. Yes ; that 
was the view I took of the Question. 

Q. That is your view still? A. Yes, sir, un- 
questionably. 

Q. Did you understand that to apply to Gen- 
eral Lee? A. Certainly. 



Q. That was your understanding of the ar- 
rangement which you made with General Lee ? 
A. That was my understanding of an arrange- 
ment which I cave voluntarily. General Lee's 
army was the first to surrender, and I believed 
that with such terms all the rebel armies would 
surrender, and that we would thus avoid bush- 
whacking and a continuation of the war in a 
way that we could make very little progrens 
with, having no organized armies to meet. 

Q. You considered that the like terms were 
given by General Sherman to the armies which 
surrendered to him? A. Yes, sir; to all the 
armies that surrendered after that. 

Q. And you held that so long as they kept 
their parole of honor and obeyed the laws they 
were not subject to be tried by courts ? A. That 
was my opinion. I will state here that I am 
not quite certain whether I am being tried, or 
who IS being tried, by the questions asked. 

Mr. Eldridge. I am not trying anybody; I 
am inquiring in reference to the President's 
proclamation, and as to the views he entertained. 

Q. Did you give those views to the President? 
A. I have stated those views to the President 
frequently, and, as I have said, he disagreed with 
me in those views. He insisted on it that the 
leaders must be punished, and wanted to know 
when the time would come that those persons 
could be tried. I told him, when they violated 
their parole. 

Q. Did you consider that that applied to Jef- 
ferson Davis? A. No, sir; he did not take any 
parole. 

Q. He did not surrender? No, sir. It applied 
to no person who was captured — only to those 
who were paroled. 

Q. Did tne President insist that General Lee 
should be tried for treason ? A. He contended 
for it. 

Q. And you claimed to him that the parole 
which General Lee had given would be violated 
in such trial ? A. I did. I insisted on it that 
General Lee would not have surrendered his 
army, and given up all their arms, if he had 
supposed that after surrender he was going to 
be tried for treason and hanged. I thought we 
ffot a very good equivalent for the lives of a few 
leaders in getting all their arms and getting 
themselves under control, bound by their oaths 
to obey the laws. That was the consideration 
which, I insisted upon, we had received. 

Q. Did the President argue that question with 
you ? A. There was not much argument about 
it ; it was merely assertion. 

Q. After you had expressed your opinion upon 
it did he coincide with you? A. No, sir; not then. 
He afterwards got to agreeing with me on that 
subject. I never claimed that the parole gave 
those prisoners any political rights whatever. I 
thought that that was a matter entirely with 
Congress, over which I had no control ; that, 
sim^y, as general-in-chief commanding the ar- 
my, I had a right to stipulate for the surrender 
on terms which protected their lives. That is all 
I claimed. The parole gave them nrotection 
and exemption from punishment for all offences 
not in violation of the rules of civilized warfare, 
so long as their parole was kept. 

Q. po you recollect at what time yon kftd 
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thoae conversations ? Can yon state any par- 
ticular time, or np to any particular time, 
when they were finished? A. The conver- 
Bations were frequent after the inauguration 
of Mr. Johnson. I cannot give the time. He 
teemed to he anxious to get at the leaders to pun- 
ish them. He would say that the leaders oi the 
rebellion must be punished, and that treason must 
be made odious. He cared nothing for the men 
in the ranks — the common men. He would let 
them go, for they were led into it by the leaders. 

Q. Was that said to you in conversation ? A. 
I have heard him say it a number of times. He 
said it to me, and he said it in my presence at 
the time that delegations were coming up to him 
from the South. 

Q. What persons do yon recollect as being 
present at toose conversations — I mean what 
Bouthern men ? A. I did not know them at all. 
I recollect that on one occasion he talked to a 
delegation from Richmond in that way.* I do 
not know any of their names. 

Q. Was that prior or subsequent to his proc- 
lamation ? A. It was subsequent, I think. 

Q. Do you recollect at any time urging the 
President to go further in granting amnesty than 
he had gone in his proclamation? A. Just as I said 
before, I could not see any reason why the fact 
of a volunteer rising to the rank of general should 
exclude him any more than any other grade. 
And with reference to the twenty-thousand-dol- 
lar clause, I thought that a man's success in this 
world was no reason for his being excluded from 
amnesty ; but I recollect afterwards saying to 
the President that I thought he was right in that 
particular, and I was wrong. In reference to 
the other, I never changed my views. If he was 
going to give amnesty to a soldier at all, I did 
not see why the fact of a man's having risen to 
the rank of a general should be reason for ex- 
cluding him. 

Q. Did you not advise the President that it 
was proper and right he should grant amnesty ? 
A. I do not think I said anything on that sub- 
ject. I only looked at the proclamation as one 
which he was determined to issue, and as a 
thing susceptible to amendment or improve- 
ment. 

Q. Did you not give your opinion at all that 
amnesty ought to be granted to those people to 
any extent? A. I know that I was in favor of 
some proclamation of the sort, and perhaps I 
may have said so. It was necessary to do some- 
thing to establish governments and civil law 
there. I wanted to see that done, but I do not 
think [ ever pretended to dictate what ought to 
be done. 

Q- Did yon not advise ? A. I do not think I 
•ver did. I have given my opinions, perhaps, 
as to what has been done, but I do not think I 
advised any course myself any more than that 
I was very anxious to see something done to 
restore civil governments in those States. 

Q. Did you not give your opinion at all to 
the President as to what should be done? A. I 
do not think I did. After matters were done, I 
was willing to express an opinion for or against 
particular clauses. 

• Sea pag«s 47, 48 of the Manual for I860. 



Q. I eappote the President called on yon for 
advice on tnose questions ? A. I sav I was in 
favor, and so expressed myself, of something 
being done to restore civil rule there immedi- 
ately, as near as it could be done under tiie 
circumstances. 

Q. Did you suggest anything ? A. No, sir. 

By Mr. Woodbridge : Q. I nnderstand your 
position to be this : £at yon did not assume to 
originate or inaugurate any policy ; but that 
when any question came up, and your opinion 
was askea ^s to what the President was going to 
do or had done, you gave an opinion ? A. That 
was it, exactly ; and I presumed the whole com- 
mittee so understood me. I have always been 
attentive to my own duties, and tried not to in- 
terfere with other people's, I was always ready 
to originate matters pertaining to the army, but 
I never was willing to originate matters per- 
taining to the civil government of the United 
States. When I was asked my opinion about 
what had been done, I was willing to give it. I 
originated no plan and suggested no plan for 
civil government. I only gave my views on 
measures after they had been originated. I 
simply expressed an anxiety that something 
should be aone to give some sort of control down 
there. There were no governments there when 
the war was over, ana I wanted to see some 
governments established, and wanted to see it 
aone quickly. I did not pretend to say how it 
should be done, or in what form. 

By Mr. Eldridge : Q. I confined my qustions 
entirely to war and peace. In expressing the 
opinion that something ought to be done and 
done quickly, did you make a suggestion of 
what ought to be done ? A. No, sir. I will 
state here that, before Mr. Lincoln's assassina- 
tion, the question about issuing a proclamation 
of some sort, and establishing some sort of civil 
government there, was up ; and what was done 
then was continued after Mr. Johnson came into 
office. 

Q. Did you give your opinion on that after 
it was done? A. I was present, I think, twice 
during Mr. Liin:oln's administration, when a 
proclamation whiah had been prepared was 
read. After his Mc^sassi nation it continued right 
along, and I wa.* there with Mr. Joh^nson. 

Q. Did you give President Johnson your 
opinion on the subject of the proclamation, 
which you say was up before Mr. Lincoln's* 
death, and was continued afterwards ? A. I say 
I have given my opinion on particular passages 
of it. 

Q. Tell us what conversations yon had with 
president Johnscui on the subject, so far as yon 
can recollect it ? A. I have stated once or twice 
that, so far as I can recollect, I disagreed with 
two clauses of the proclamation. As to the plan 
of establishing provisional governors there, that 
was a question which I knew nothing about, 
and which I do not recollect having expressed 
an opinion about. The only opinion I recollect 
having expressed on that subject at all was to 
the Secretary of War. I thought there would 
be some difficulty in getting people down there 
to accept offices, but I found afterwards they 
were ready enough to take them. 

By the Chairman: Q. If I nnderstand yon 
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aonrectly, the only opinion that you expressed, 
and the only advice that yon gave, were in 
reference to the military side of the qaestion, 
and not in reference to the civil side ? A. No- 
thing further than that I was anxious that 
something should be done to restore some sort 
of eovernment. 

Q. But you gave no advice as to what should 
be done? A. I gave no advice as to what 
should be done. 

By Mr. Eldridse : Q. State the conversation 
that you had on tnat subject? A. I have had 
repeated conversations with the President, but 
I cannot specify what those conversations were 
any more than I have already done. 

Q. Did you recommend certain generals of the 
Confederate army to the President for pardon 
who fell within the exemptions ? A. Tes, sir. 
I recommended (General Longstreet, I think, a 
year and a half ago ; and although I cannot re- 
collect the names of anybody else, I think I 
recommended several others. 

Q. Do you recollect recommending J. G. 
French, a graduate of West Point ? A. Tes, 
sir. 

Q. What part did he take in the rebellion ? 
A. He was a brigadier general. 

Q. Was he a graduate of West Point ? A. He 
was ; and a class-mate of mine. 

Q. Do you recollect recommending the pardon 
of George H. Stuart? A. Yes, sir. 

Q. what part did he take in the Confederate 
service ? A. He was a general, and commanded 
a brigade or division. He took no very con- 
spicuoas part. 

Q. Was he a graduate of West Point ? A. 
I think so. 

Q. He was not a class-mate of yours ? A. 
No, sir ; he came long after me. 

Q. Was there any special circumstance in his 
case which you considered? A. Yes, sir. I 
did that at the instance of General Hanter, and 
as a special favor to him, and I did it because 
it affected an inheritance. Staart's wife was a 
staunch, consistent Union woman throughout 
the war, notwithstanding her husband was in 
the rebel army. I think she never went South. 
8he was as devoted to the Union cause as any 
woman whose husband was on our side. There 
was considerable property in Maryland which 
had not been confiscated, which he inherits, and 
I thought that his wife and his children were 
entitled to that property. General Hunter 
thought so too. My recommendation was not 
oat of any favor to General Stuart. 

Q. Were those circumstances presented to the 
President as a reason for the pardon? A. I do 
not know that they were, and I do not know 
that they were not. I think I merely signed a 
recommendation. 

Q. Did that contain the statement you have 
given ? A. I do not recollect whether it did or 
pot. I do not know that I stated the circnm- 
stances to the President. 

Q. Do you recollect signing the recommenda- 
tion of M. D. Ector, a rebel brisadier general ? 
A. No, sir ; I do not recollect there being such 
a brigadier general in the rebel service. 

Q. The report in the House is that he was 
pardoned on the recommendation of Lieutenant 



General Grant and John Hancock. A. I do not 
recollect any such person as John Hancock, or 
the general named. 

Q. Do you recollect — — Lloyd J. Dean ? 
(Beall?) A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did you sign a recommendation, or make 
an application to the President for his pardon ? 
A. 1 ao not think that the record will show that 
I recommended his pardon, but I am not sure as 
to that. I know tnat he sent his application 
through me, with the request that I should for- 
ward it to the President with some endorsement. 
My recollection is that I made an endorsement 
as to his general chara(;ter, which was as high, 
up to the breaking out of the rebellion, as any 
man's could be. 

Q. Were you acquainted with him previous to 
the breaking out of the rebellion? A. Oh, yes, 
sir, for many years. I do not think that I recom- 
mended him, but still I may have done so. My 
recollection is that I simply endorsed his char- 
acter on the application. The application was 
to the President, but sent throush me. 

Q. Do you recollect P. D. Eoddy , said to be a 
rebel brigadier general ? A. Yes, sir. I do not 
recollect what my endorsement was in Boddjr's 
case, but I know that if I had it to do over aeain 
I would recommend his pardon very quiosly, 
and I presume I did so. if he is not pardoned 
yet, I would be very glad to sign a recommend* 
ation for him now. 

Q. Do you recollect any other officers of the 
rebel army who were recommended to the Pres- 
ident for pardon by you ? A. No, sir ; I cannot 
mention any. You have already gone over a 
bigger list than I thought I recommended. 

Q. Do you recollect the case of General Pick- 
ett? A. I know that I was urged in that case 
over and over again, and I can send you from 
the office exactly what I did in the matter. 

Q. Did you si^n a recommendation in his case ? 
A. 1 do not think I did. I recollect receiving 
letter after letter from him, and letters w|^e sent 
to me time and again on his behalf. He was 
specially uneasy lest he would be tried by a 
military commission on account of some men 
who were executed in North Carolina. 

Q. Do you recollect talkine to the President 
about him ? A. I do not recollect ever mention- 
ing his name to the President. I will furnish 
whatever is in my office about him. I received 
one appeal after another, not only from Pickett 
himseu and his relatives, but from officers in the 
army who knew him very well and favorably 
prior to the war. 

Q. Do you know whether he has been par- 
doned yet ? A. I do not know. 

Q. State what the circumstances of his case 
were, and whether you are in favor of his par- 
don. A. I was not in favor of his pardon. I 
was not in favor, however, of his being tried by 
a military commission. I think that his great 
anxiety was to receive some assurance that he 
would not be taken up and imprisoned for of- 
fences alleged against him as commander in 
North Carolina. He wanted to be able to go to 
work and make a living. It is likely I may 
have recommended that he be given assurance 
that he would not be arrested and imprisoned. 
I do not think that I ever, under any circom- 
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stances, signed a recommendation for his pardon. 
You have no right to ask what my opinion is 
now. 

Q. Was he an active rebel officer ? A. Yes, 
sir. He was charged with executing a number 
of North Carohna refugees who were captured 
with a garrison under (^neraJ Wessels in North 
Carolina. Those men had gone there to evade 
the rebel conscription, or it may be had deserted 
from the rebel army, and they were tried as de- 
serters, and quite a number of them executed. 
Pickett was commanding officer at that time, 
and there was a good deal said of his having 
apnroved the proceedings. 

Q. Was this man French an active rebel 
officer ? He served in the field. I never heard 
much of him during the rebellion. He was not 
generally in the army against which I was per- 
sonally engaged. He was at one time on the 
James river, when General McClellan was in 
command, and was afterwards in the West, but 
he never filled a conspicuous place. 

Q. Did you ever advise the pardon of G^neri^ 
Lee ? A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Were you ever consulted on that question 
by the President? A. (General Lee forwarded 
his application for amnesty through me, and I 
forwarded it to the President, approved. 

Q. Bid you have any conversation about it 
with the rresident? A. I do not recollect 
having had any conversation with him on the 
subject. I think it probable that I recom- 
mended verbally the pardon of General John- 
ston, immediately after the surrender of his 
army, on account of the address he delivered to 
his army. I thought it in such good tone and 
spirit tnat we should distinguish between him 
and others who did not appear so well. I recoL 
lect speaking of that, and^ saying that I should 
be glad if General Johnston received his pardon, 
on account of the manly manner in which he 
addressed his troops. 

By the Chairman : Q. You supposed his par- 
don would have a good effect? A. Yes; I 
thought it would have a good effect. I am not 
sure whether I spoke on the subject to the Sec- 
retary of War or to the President. 

By Mr. Eldridge : Q. Do you recollect hav- 
ing a conversation with the President at any 
time when General Hillyer was present ? A. I 
remember goin^ with General Hillyer to see the 
President, but it was on the subject of an ap- 
pointment which he wanted. I went to state 
to the President what I knew of General Hill- 
yer. I do not recollect the conversation going 
beyond that range at all, though still it might 
have done so. 

Q. You do not recollect any other meeting 
with the President when (General Hillyer was 
present? A. I do not know. I think I met 
nim twice, perhaps, but it was on a subject in 
which General Hillyer himself was personally 
interested. Whether the President conversed 
on any other suojects at that time I do not 
recollect. 

Q. Do you not recollect any conversation with 
the President, in the presence of General Hill- 
yer, on the subject of granting amnesty to the 
people of the South? A. No, sir; I do not 
*ecollect any conversation on the subject of gen- 



eral amnesty, and I know that I never was in 
favor of general amnesty. I do not recollect 
any conversation at that time on the subject of 
amnesty at all. I have stated here that I never 
recommended general amnesty, and never was 
in favor of it, until the time snail come when it 
is safe to give it. 

By Mr. Williams: Q. When you say that 
you did not recommend general amnesty, you 
mean universal amnesty ? A. I do not recollect 
of ever having any conversation on the subject 
of universal amnesty. I know I could not have 
recommended such a thing, because I never was 
in favor of it, until the time shall come when 
it is safe. 

Q. I merely put the question in reference to 
your use of the term "general," because it 
might be supposed from that that the amnesty 
in the proclamation was not a general amnesty ? 
A. I meant universal amnesty, of course. 

Q. You state that you differed with the Pres- 
ident as to two points in his proclamation, but 
that his views afterwards changed. State when 
the President's mind underwent a change? A. 
It would be very hard, I reckon, to fix any 
period for it. 

Q. Was it in the summer of 1865? A. Yesj 
sir ; along in the summer of 1865. 

Q. How long after the North Carolina proelam- 
ation of the 29th of May ? A. It is impossi- 
ble for me to say. 

Q. Was it more than two or three months ? 
A. I should think not. 

By Mr. Woodbridge : What did you mean by 
saying that the President's views afterwards 
changed ? A. I meant to say that while I was 
contending for the rights which those rebel 
paroled soldiers had, he was insisting on it that 
they should be punished. My remark was con- 
fined to that particular subject. 

By Mr. Eldridge : Q. Did you have any cor- 
respondence with the President in writing? A. 
Any correspondence I ever had with the President 
is official, and can be furnished. I had to maks 
frequent endorsements on the subject of the 
rights of those paroled prisoners. The only 
correspondence that I could have had on the 
subject of amnesty was where I recommended 
men for pardon, as in the case of French anci 
others. 

Q. Did you keep copies of them? A. Yes. 
sir, and will furnish them. 

Q. Do you recollect the proclamation that is 
called the " North Carolina proclamation ?" A 
Yes, sir ; that was the first one published giving 
a State government. 

Q. Did you have any conversation with ths. 
President as to the terms or purport of that 
proclamation? A. I was, as I say, preeeni 
when it was read. It was in the direction that 
I wanted. I was anxious to see something done 
to give some sort of temporary government 
there. I did not want to see anarchy. 

Q. Did you give any opinion in favor of that 
proposition? A. I did not give any opinion 
against it. I was in favor of that or anything 
else which looked to civil government untU 
Congress could meet and establish governments 
there. I did not want all chaos left there, and 
no form of civil government whatever. I was 
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not in favor of anything or opposed to any- 
thing particularly. I was simply in favor of 
having a government there; that was all I 
wantea. I did not pretend to give my jadgjment 
as to what it should be. I was perfectly willine 
to leave that to the civil department I asked 
no person what I should do in mjr duties ; I 
V7as willing to take all the responsibilities ; and 
I did not want to give my views as to what the 
civil branch of the government should do. 

Q. Some of those g[overnors were military 
officers and held rank in the army? A. That 
was during the rebellion. Mr. Johnson was 
military governor in Tennessee and General 
Hamilton in Texas. I do not recollect that there 
were any other military governors ; the others 
were provisional governors. I did not care 
whether they were called provisional or military 
gbvernors. I looked upon them as equally pro- 
visional. 

By Mr. Thomas: Q. You have stated your 
opinion as to the rights and privileges of Gen- 
eral Lee and his soldiers ; did you mean that to 
include any political rights ? A. I have ex- 
plained that I did not. 

Q. Was there any difference of opinion on that 
point between yourself and President Johnson at 
anytime? A. On that point there was no differ- 
ence of opinion ; but there was as to whether 
the parole gave them anyprivileges or rights. 

By Mr. Eldridge : Q. He claiming that it did 
not, and you claiming that it did? A. He 
claiming that the time must come when they 
could be tried and punished, and I claiming that 
that time could not come except by a violation 
of their parole. I claimed that I gave them no 
political privileges, but that I had a right, as 
military commander, to arrange terms of sur- 
render which should protect the lives of those 
prisoners. I believe it is conceded by every- 
Dody that I had that right. I know that Mr. 
Lincoln conceded it at the time. 

By Mr. Boutwell : Q. How recently has the 
President expressed to von the opinion that 
General Lee, or others wlio had the benefit of 
the parole, ought to be tried and punished? 
A. Not since about two years ago. 

Q. Have you at any time heard the President 
make any remark in reference to admission of 
members of Congress from the rebel States into 
either house ? A. I cannot say positively what 
I have heard him say on that subject I have 
heard him say as much, perhaps, in his published 
speeches last summer, as I ever heard him say 
at all upon that subject. I have heard him say 
— and I think I have heard him say it twice in 
his speeches — that if the North carried the 
dections by members enough to give them, with 
the southern members, a majority, why would 
they not be the Congress of the United States ? 
I have heard him say that several times. 

By Mr. Williams : Q. When you say " the 
North," you mean the democratic party of the 
North, or, in other words, the party favoring 
his policy? A. I .mean if the North carried 
enough members in favor of the admission of the 
South. I did not hear him say that he would 
recognize them as the Congress. I merely heard 
him ask the question, *' why would they not be 
the Congress !'* 



By the ChMrman: Q. When did yon hear 
him say that? A. I heard him say that in one 
or two of his speeches. I do not recollect where. 

By Mr. Boutwell : Q. Have yon heard him 
make a remark kindred to that elsewhere ? A. 
Yes ; I have heard him say that, aside from his 
speeches, in conversation. I cannot say just 
when. It was probably about that same time. 

Q. Have you heard him, at any time, make 
any remark or suggestion concerning the legal- 
ity of Congress with the southern members ex- 
cluded? A. &e alluded to that subj ect frequently 
on his tour to Chicago and back last summer^ 
His speeches were generally reported with con- 
siderable accuracy. I cannot recollect what he 
said, except in general terms; but I read his 
speeches at the time, and they were reported 
with considerable accuracy. 

Q. Did you hear him siy anything in private 
on that subject, either during that trip or at any 
other time ? A. I do not recollect specially. 

Q. Did you at any time hear him make any 
remark concerning the executive department of 
the government? A. No. I never heard him 
allude to that. 

Q. Did you ever hear him make any remark 
looking to any controversy between Congress 
and the Executive ? A. I think not. 

By Mr. Marshall : Q. I understand yon to 
say that you were very anxious, at the close of 
the war, that civil governments should be estab- 
lished in some form as speedily as possible, and 
that you so advised toe President ? A. I so 
stated frequently in his presence. 

Q. But that you advised no particular form 
or mode of proceeding? A. I did not. 

Q. Were you present when this North Caro- 
lina proclamation was read in the cabinet ? A. 
I would not be certain, but my .recollection is 
that the first time I heard it read was in the 
presence only of the President, the Secretary of 
War, and myself. 

Q. Did you give your assent to that plan ? 
A. I did not dissent from it. That is just in 
accordance wijih what I have stated. It was a 
civil matter, and, although I was anxious to have 
something done, I did not intend to dictate any 
plan. I do not think I said anything about it, 
or expressed any. opinion about it at that time. 
I looked upon it simply as a temporary meas- 
ure, to establish a sort of government, until Con- 
gress should meet and settle the whole question, 
that it did not make much difference how it was 
and done, so there was a form of government 
there. 

Q. Were you present that time by invitation 
of the President or the Secretary of War ? A. 
I must have been. 

Q. Were you not invited for the purpose of 
getting your views as to whether it was a judi- 
cious plan to be adopted for the time ? A. I 
suppose I was free to express my views. I sup- 
pose the object was, perhaps, that I might ex- 
press my views if I could suggest any change. 

Q. Were you at the time asked your views in 
reference to it ? A. I do not think I was. I 
think it was merely read over. 

Q. You think you neither assented nor dis- 
sented ? A. I know that if I had been asked 
the question I would have assented ^o thai o? 
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almost anything else that would haye given 
stable government there. 

Q. In reference to the amnesty proclamation, 
I wish to know whether yon ever cave year 
opinion to the President as to whetner it was 
too liberal or not liberal enough in its clauses? 
A. I think I have answered that question pretty 
fully. When the proclamation was publisned.I 
told the President that there were two points on 
which I disagreed with him — that is, as to ex- 
cluding volunteer generals, and as to the $20,000 
clause. I do not say anything as to whether 
the rest of it was too liberal or too stringent. 
I can state what I thought about it, but not 
what I said about it 

Q. I wish to know whether, at or about the 
time of the war bein^ ended, you advised the 
President that it was, in your judgment, best to 
extend a liberal policy towards the people of the 
South, and to restore as speedily as possible the 
fraternal relations which existed prior to the 
war between the two sections ? A. I know that 
immediately after the close of the rebellion there 
was a very fine feeling manifested in the South, 
and I thought we ought to take advantage of it 
as soon as possible ; but since that there has 
been an evident change there. I may have ex- 
pressed my views to the President. 

Q. What is your recollection in reference to 
that ? A. I may have done so, and it is proba- 
ble that I did ; I do not recollect particularly. 
I know that I conversed with the President 
very frequently. I do not suppose that there 
were any persons engaged in that consultation 
who thought of what was being done at that 
time as beine lasting — any longer than nntil 
Congress would meet and either ratify that or 
establish some other form of government I 
know it neve^ crossed my mind that what was 
being done was anything more than temporary. 

By Mr. Churchill : Q. You understood that 
to be the view of the President ? A. I under- 
stood that to be the view of the President and 
of everybodjr else. I did not know of any dif- 
ference of opinion on that subject. 

Q. Did you understand that id be his view as 
other proclamations appeared from time to time ? 
A. I cannot say as to that It would seem that 
he was very anxious to have Congress ratify his 
own views. 

By Mr. Woodbridge : Q. I understood you 
to say that Mr. Lincoln, prior to his assassina- 
tion, had inaugurated a policy intended to re- 
store those governments ? A. Yes, sir. 

Q. You were present when the subject was 
before the cabinet? A. I was present, I think, 
twice before the assassination of Mr. Lincoln, 
when a plan was read. 

Q. I want to know whether the plan adopted 
by Mr. Johnson was substantially the plan 
which had been inaugurated by Mr. Lincoln as 
the basis for his future action ? A. Yes, sir, 
substantially. I do not know but that it was 
verbatim the same. 

Q. I suppose the very paper of Mr. Lincoln 
was the one acted on ? A. I should think so. 
I think that the very paper which I heard read 
twice while Mr. Lincoln was President was the 
one which was carried right through. 



Bv Mr. Churchill : Q .What paper was that ? 
A. The North Carolina proclamation. 

By Mr. Boutwell : Q. You understood that 
Mr. Lincoln's plan was temporary, to be either 
confirmed or a new government sec up by Con- 
gress? A. Yes; and I understood Mr. John- 
son's to be so too. 

By Mr. Williams : Q. Was there anything 
said on that subject, or was that your inference? 
A. That was my inference. 

Q. You never heard the President say the 
plan was to be temporary ? A. No ; but I was 
satisfied that everybody looked on it as simply 
temporary until Congress met 

Q. Yon stated that the North Carolina bfo- 
clamation was a continuation of the pr^ect 
submitted by Mr. Lincoln. I wish to inquire 
of you whether you ever compared them to as* 
certain whether they were tne same or not? 
A. No, sir; I never compared them. I took 
them to be the very same papers. The papers 
were substantially the same, if not the very same. 

EECALLBD AFD BXAMIITED, JULY 20, 1867. 

By Mr. Boutwell : Q. Do you recollect hav- 
ing an interview with the President in company 
with General Hillyer, on the return of General 
Hillyer from the ^uth ? A. Since my attention 
was called to it I do. I did not remember it 
when I gave my testimony the last day here. 

Q. What is your recollection of what trans- 
pired and was said at that interview ? A. My 
recollection is that General Hillyer called to ex- 
plain to the President what he had seen in the 
South, and what he had heard of the views and 
opinions of the people there ; and that what he 
had seen was an acquiescence on the part of the 
southern people, and favorable to peace, har- 
mony, and good will. That was said in general 
terms, but the language I do not remember. 

Q. Do you recollect whether, at that inter- 
view, there was any expression by the President 
as to any political policy ? A. No, sir, I do not; 
I remember General Hillyer said something of 
having been invited to make a speech in New 
York, or some place, I do not remember where, 
and that he should do so, and send me a copy of 
his speech. I am very sure that he mentioned 
that in the presence oi the President. What he 
said in that speech I do not remember now, but 
I presume the speech could be procured. I re- 
member that General Hillyer gave the substance 
of what leading men said to him in the South. 
He particularly mentioned Judge Hale, of Ala- 
bama. He said that Jud^e Hale very candidly 
said that when they went into the rebellion they 
took their lives, property, Ac., in their hands, 
and that when they were defeated, they shonld 
accept such conditions as the government chose 
to give ; and that they claim now that what 
they did they did in good faith, and would not 
take it back again. Jud^e Hale claimed no 
right whatever after the failure of the rebellion, 
except such as was granted to them. That was 
the point he made. The conversation was made 
up considerably of instances of that sort. I 
recollect his mentioning meeting a special party 
in Mobile, and what occurred there. 
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RiCHMOHD, ViEGnriA, June 13, 1865. 
liSB, Gefebal B. E. — For benefite, and full re- 
storation of all rights and privileges extended 
to those included in amnesty proclamation of 
the President of 29th May, 1866. 

Heasq'bs Abkt of the Ukited Statbs» 
16th June, 1865. 
Bespectfally forwarded through the Secretary 
of War to the President, with earnest recom- 
mendation that the application of General Bob- 
ert E. Lee for amnesty and pardon may be 
. granted him. 

The oath of allegiance, required by recent 
order of the President to accompany applica- 
tion, does not accompany this, for the reason, 
as I am informed by General Ord, the order re- 
quiring it had not reached Bichmond when this 
was forwarded. U. S. Gbakt, 

Lieutenant Oeneral. 

BiOHHOKi), Va., June 13, 1865. 
Lbe, Geitbbal Bobebt E.-^Understanding that 
he and other officers are to be indicted by 
grand jury at Norfolk, Virjginia, states his 
readiness to be brought to trial, but had sup- 
posed the terms of his surrender protected 
nim ; therefore prays, ^. 

Headq'bs Abmies of the UiriTED Status, 
16th June, 1865. 
In my opinion, the officers and men paroled 
at Appomattox Court House, and since, upon the 
same terms given to Lee, cannot be tried for 
treason so long as they observe the terms of 
their parole. This is my understanding. Good 
faith as well as tfae policy dictates that we 
should observe the conditions of that conven- 
tion. But faith on the part of the government, 
or a construction of that convention subjecting 
officers to trial for treason, would produce a feel- 
ing of insecurity in the minds of all the paroled 
omcers and men. If so disposed they might 
even regard such an infraction of terms by the 
government as an entire release from all obliga- 
tions on their part. 

I will state, further, that the terms granted by 
me met with the heartv approval of the Presi- 
dent at the time, and of the people generally. 

The action of Judge Underwood in Norfolk 
has had an injurious effect, and I would ask 
that he be ordered to quash all indictments 
foand against paroled prisoners of war, and to 
desist from further prosecution of them. 

U. S. Gbakt, Lieut General. 

[Ci^er.] 

Headq'bs Abmies of the United States, 
Washinotok, May 6, 1865— -1 P. M. 
Major General Halleck, 

Bichmond, Virginia, 
Since receipt of your despatch of 3d) I think 
it will be advisable to leave Hunter alone for the 
present. 

Although it would meet with opposition in the 
North to allow Lee the benefit of amnesty, I 
think it would have the best possible effect to- 
wards restoring ^ood feeling and peace in the 
Sonth to have him come in. All the people 
except a few political leaders in the South will 
accept whatever he doca as right, and will be 
guided to a great extent by his example. 

U. S. Gbaitt, Lieut. General 
20 



Waseihotoit, B. C, March 12, 1866. 
PlOKETT, Genebal Geobob E.^Preseuts his* 
tory of his case, refers to surrender and agree- 
ment of April 9, 1865, and asks for protection 
from prosecution for treason. 

Headquabtebs Abmies Uhited Statbb, 
March 16, 1866. 
Bespectfully forwarded to his excellency the 
President of the United States, with the recom- 
mendation that clemency be extended in this 
case, or assurance given that no trial will taks 
place for the offence charged against George £. 
Pickett. 

During the rebellion belligerent rights wers 
acknowledged to the enemies of our country, 
and it is clear to me that the parole given by 
the armies, laying down their arms, protects 
them against punishment for acts lawful to anj 
other belligerent. In this case, I know it is 
claimed that the men tried and convicted for 
crime of desertion were Union men from North 
Carolina who had found refuge within our lines 
and in our service. The punishment was a 
hard one, but it was in time of war, and upon 
the enemy ; they no doubt felt it necessary to 
retain bv some power the service of every man 
within their reach. 

General Pickett I know, personally, to be an 
honorable man, but in this case his judgment 
prompted him to do what cannot well be sus- 
tainea, though I do not see how good, either to 
the friends of the deceased, or by fixing an exam- 

fle for the future, can be secured by his trial now. 
t would only open up the question whether 
or not the government did not disregard ita 
contract entered into to secure the surrender of 
an armed enemy. U. S. Gbaht, 

Lieutenant General, 

St. Louis. Missoubi, March 26, 1866. 
Beall, W. H. B. — ^Application for pardon. 
Headouabtebs Abhies United States, 
2d April, 1S66. 
Bespectfully submitted to his excellency the 
President, through the honorable Secretary of 
War, and recommended. U. S. Gbaht, 

Lieutenant GenercU, 

BEQALLED AHD EXAMIITED, JT7LT 18, 1867. 

By Mr. Thomas : Q. Did the President pro- 
pose, at any time, to use the military power for 
the adjustment of the controversy in Baltimore 
between the police commissioners appointed by 
(jk>vernor Swann and those who claimed author- 
ity independent of Governor Swann? A. I 
understood that he wanted to use it, and I called 
his attention to the law on the subject, which 
changed his views and determination evidently. 
I called his attention to the only circumstanoet 
in which the military forces of the United Statei 
can be called out to interfere in State matters. 
It was his intention to send troops there to 
enable Governor Swann, as he termed it, to en- 
force his decision in the case of those polios 
commissioners. 

Q. Did the President, on account of your 
opinion, change that purpose? A. I made a 
communication to him on the subject, which led 
to the Attorney General giving an opinion as to 
the power to use the military forces of the 
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United States to interfere in State aflhirs; and 
thai led to a change of what was intended to 
be done. After this whole qaestion was settled 
as to sending the military there, there were six 
companies of new troops organized in New 
YorK harbor, which belonged to regiments 
Bonth of here, and I ordered them to their regi- 
ments, and to stop at Fort McHenrv on their 
way down, in order to keep them there until 
after the election, with a view to have a force 
there in case there was a bloody riot. 

Q. Do I understand you to say that the Pres- 
ident changed his purpose in that respect before 
the difficulty had been adjusted in Baltimore ? 
A. Tes, sir. 

Q. That was in accord with your opinion, en- 
dorsed by the Attorney General ? A. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Williams: Q. Have you a copy of the 
letter addressed by you to the rresident r A. I 
have a copy of everything official except con- 
versation. 

(Witness was directed to furnish the official 
documents on the subject] 

By Mr. Thomas: Q. Did the President signify 
his wish concerning the army in writing or ver- 
bally? A. Verbafly and in writing. 

Q. Were you sent for formally? A. Yes, sir. 
I was sent for several times — twice, I think, 
while Governor Swann was there in consultation 
with the President. Finding that the President 
wanted to send the military to Baltimore, I ob- 
jected to it. 

Q. Are you distinct in your recollection as to 
when the rresident acquiesced in your views ? 
A. It was prior to the election, two or three 
daytf. When the matter was left entirely with 
me, I ordered those troops down to join their regi- 
ments, and to halt at Fort McHenry until after 
the election. 

Q. Was it before or after the arrest of the 
commissioners appointed by Governor Swann, 
that the President withdrew his lequest to you 
to use the army in that controversy? A. I can- 
not state precisely as to that. It was before I 
ordered the troops from New York. What took 
place was in conversation, until I found that 
there was rather a determination to send troops 
there, and then I communicated officially to the 
Secretary of War my objection to using troops 
in that way. That called oat the opinion of the 
Attorney General, and it was then that what I 
proposed was acquiesced in. I thought this was 
in writing, but do not find the paper. 

By Mr. Mardihall : Q. The rresident seemed 
to think he had a right to send the army under 
the circumstances? A. Yes, sir; he seemed to 
think so. 

Q. After you sent your written communica- 
tion, giving your views in reference to it, the 
President tnen left the subject entirely in your 
hands ? A. Yea, sir ; he left it entirely in my 
hands. I think that is in writing. 

(Witness was directed to furnish a copy of the 
communication.) 

By Mr. Eldridge: Q. That was a formal with- 
drawal of his first opinion? A. Yes, sir. I 
think I was sent a copy of the Attorney Gen- 
eral's opinion as a sort of order in the matter, 
virtually leaving it to me. 

Q. After that time you did have the manage- 



ment of it? A. Yes, sir. I sent General Oanby 
to Baltimore, and went there twice myself, and 
had troops stop there on their way to the South. 

Q. It was entirely within your control? A. 
Yes, sir. 

By the Chairman: Q. They were solely for 
the jpurpose of being used in the case of a riot? 
A. Solely for that purpose. 

By Mr. Marshall: Q. Merely as a police force? 
A. Yes, sir. 

I desire to make the following explanation of 
my evidence : On examination of tne record I 
find there is more matter, in writing, from the 
President than, from memory, I thought there 
was. t Also, that I have either misplaced or never 
wrote objections which I made verbally to what 
was asked of the President by Governor Swann, 
of Maryland, in the way of services of United 
States troops, and which the President seemed 
desirous of giving. Governor Swann visited the 
President, to my knowledge, (how often I do not 
know,) before the trial of the Baltimore police 
commissioners, to get the promise of military 
aid in case he should remove them. During the 
trial, and before the promolgaUon of his find- 
ings, he also visited the President for the same 
purpose. At least once before the trial, and once 
during the progress of the trial of the police 
commissioners, 1 was sent for to meet Governor 
Swann at the Executive mansion. Much was 
said by me on those occasions, but, as before 
stated, I have confused, in my evidence, what 
was verbal with what was written. 

(The documents following are on pages 37, 38.) 

General Qrant on the Bemoval of General Sheci- 
danand Secretary Stanton. 

1. — ^PBESIDEirT JOmrSON TO OENEBAL GtRAJST. 
EXEOXTTIVB MAITSIOH, 

WASHiiraTOK, D. C, August 17, 1867. 
Deab Sib : Before you issue instructions to 
carry into effect the enclosed order I would be 
pleased to hear any suggestions you may deem 
necessary respecting the assignments to whidi 
the order refers. Truly, yours, 

Akdbew Johkbov. 
General U. S. Gbaht, 

Secretary of War ad interim. 

2.— TEE PBESIBEKT's OBDEB. 

ExEOcmvB Mafsios, 
WASHiHGTOir, D. C. , August 17, 1 867. 

Major General Geo. H. Thomas is hereby as- 
signed to the command of the fifth military dis- 
trict, created by the act of Congress passed on 
the 2d day of March, 1 867. 

Mai or General P. H. Sheridan is hereby as* 
signed to the command of the department of 
the Missouri. 

Major General Winfield S. Hancock is herebyj 
assigned to the command of the department of( 
the Cumberland. 

The Secretary of War ad interim will give tlie 
necessary instructions to carry this oroer into 
effect. Andbbw Jowsaaa. 

3.— OENEBAL GEANT TO PEESIDEKT JOHUSOK. 
HeADQ'BS AbMIES of the U77ITED STAIBB, 

WASHnrGTOir, D. C, August 17, 1867. 
Sib : I am in receipt of your order of ^las 
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date, diroctiiig the assignment of General G. H. 
Thomas to the command of the fifth military 
district, General Sheridan to the department of 
the Missonri, and General Hancock to the de- 
pstftment of the Comberland ; also of your note 
of this date, (enclosing these instmctions,) say- 
ing : '* Before yon issne instructions to carry 
into effect the enclosed order, I would he pleased 
to hear any suggestions you may deem necessary 
respecting the assignments to which the order 
refers." 

I am pleased to avail myself of this invitation 
to urge, earnestly urge, urge in the name of a 
patriotic people who nave sacrificed hundreds of 
thousands of loyal lives, and thousands of mil- 
lions of treasure to preserve the integrity and 
union of this country, that this order be not 
insisted on. It is unmistakably the expressed 
wish of the^ country that General Sheridan 
should not be removed from his present com- 
mand. 

This is a republic where the will of the people 
is the law of the land. I beg that their voice 
may be heard. 

General Sheridan has performed his civil 
duties faithfully and intelligently. His removal 
will only be regarded as an effort to defeat the 
laws of Congress. It will be interpreted by the 
unreconstructed element in the South, those who 
did all they could to break up this government 
by arms, and now wish to be the only element 
oonsulted as to the method of restoring order, 
as a triumph. It will embolden them to re- 
newed opposition to the will of the loyal masses, 
believing that they have the Executive with 
them. 

The services of General Thomas in battling 
for the Union entitle him to some consideration. 
He has repeatedly entered ^is protest against 
being assigned to either oft he five military dis- 
fariots, and espedally to being assigned to relieve 
(Jeneral Sheridan. 

There are military reasons, pecuniary reasons, 
and above all patriotic reasons, why this should 
not be insisted upon. 

I beg to refer to a letter marked ** private** 
which I wrote to the President, when nrst con- 
sulted on the subject of the change in the War 
Department. It bears upon the subject of this 
removal, and I had hoped would have prevent- 
ed it.* 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, 
your obedient servant, U. S. Gbaht, 

Otneral U. 8. X, Secretary of War ad interim. 

His Excellency A. Johksok, 

President of the United States. 



(^Private.] 

Headq'bs Abmies of the United States, 
Washington, D. C, August 1, 1867. 

SiB: I take the liberty of addressing you 
privately on the subject of the conversation we 
nad this morning, feeline, as I do, the ereat 
danger to the welfare of the country should you 
earry oat the designs then expressed. 

First. On the subject of the displacement of 
the Secretary of War. His removal cannot be 
effected against his will without the consent of 
tise Senate. It is but a short time since the 
United States Senate was in session, and why 
^0k then have asked for his removal if it was 



6.--aenebal grant to pbesident johnsox 
Oppiob U. S. Mil. Tel., Wab Depabtmbht, 
Washington, D. C, Augtut 21, 1867. 
To General U. S. Gbant. 

General Thomas is absent in West Virginia, 
and has probably not vet seen his orders. He 
has been under medical treatment this summer 
for an affection of his liver, and it would be a 
great risk for him to go South at this time. 
Alexandeb B. Hasson, 
Burgeon U. 8, A. and Med. Director^ 
D^artment of the Cumberland, 
Bespectfully forwarded to the President for 
his information, and recommending a suspension 
of the order making change in military com- 
manders. U. S. Gbant, General 



desired ? It certainly was the intention of the 
legislative branch of covernment to place cabi- 
net ministers beyond the power of executive 
removal, and it is pretty well understood that, 
so far as cabinet ministers are affected by the 
" tenure-of-office bill," it was intended specially 
to protect the Secretary of War, whom the 
countrv felt great confidence in. The meaning 
of the law may be explained away by an astute 
lawyer, but common sense and the views of loyid 
people will give to it the effect intended by its 
framers. 

On the subject of the removal of the veir able 
commander of the fifth military district, let me 
ask you to consider the effect it would have upon 
the public. He is universally and deservedly 
beloved by the people who sustained this govern- 
ment through its trials, and feared by those 
who would still be enemies of the government. 
It fell to the lot of but few men to do as much 
against an armed enemy as General Sheridan 
did during the rebellion, and it is within tha 
scope of the ability of but few in this or other 
country to do what he has. His civil adminis- 
tration has given equal satisfaction. He has 
had difficulties to contend with which no other 
district commander has encountered. Almost if 
not quite from the day he was appointed dis- 
trict commander to the present time, the press 
has given out that he was to be removed ; that 
the administration was dissatisfied with him, Ac 
This has emboldened the opponents to the laws 
of Congress within his command to oppose him 
in every way in their ^ower, and has rendered 
necessary measures which otherwise mav never 
have been necessary. In conclusion, allow me 
to say, as a friend desiring peace and quiet, the 
welfare of the whole country North and South, 
that it is in my opinion more than the loyal peo- 
ple of this countrv (I mean those who supported 
the government ouring the great rebellion) will 
quietly submit to, to see the very men of all 
others whom they have expressed confidence in 
removed. 

I would not have taken the liberty of address- 
ing the Executive of the United States thus but 
for the conversation on the subject alluded to 
in this letter, and from a sense of duty, feeling 
that I know I am right in this matter. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 
U. S. Gbant, Oerherd 

His Excellency A. Johnson, 

JPrendmio/thc UhUtd 8UtUi. 
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6.— PBEBIDEHT JOHITBOV's HOBIFIOATIOV OF TBS 
OBDEB. 

HsA]xi*B8 Abmibb of ths Uvited States, 
August 22, 1867. 
In view of the precarious coDdition of Gen- 
eral Thomas's health, as represented in the 
within despatch of Surgeon Hasson, General 
Thomas wul, until further orders, remain in 
command of the department of the Cumberland. 
AuauBT 23, 1867. Aitdbew Jobjssov. 

7.-— OSHBBAL GBAim TO GENEBAL SHEBIDAH. 
[By Telegraph, in cipher! 

Head^^RS Abmies op the U5ITED Statbb, 
WASHiuGTOif. D. C, August 24, 1867. 
General Thomas's orders to relieve you are 
suspended for the present. Orders will be sent 
by mail. Belax nothing in consequence of pro- 
bable change of commands. 

U. S. Qbakt, General, 
Maj. Gen. P. H. Shebidait, 

New Orleans, LouidaT^a. 

8.— pebbidbht joHireoir's bboojtd modification 

OF the OBDEB. 

Executive MAJsrsioif , 
Wabhutgtoh, D. C, August 2Q, 1867. 

SiB: In consequence of the unfavorable con- 
dition of the health of Major General George 
H. Thomas, as reported to you in Surgeon Has- 
son's despatch of the 21st instant, my order 
dated August 17, 1867, is hereby modified so as 
to assign Major General Winfield S. Hancock to 
the command of the fifth military district, cre- 
ated by the act of Ooneress passed March 2, 1867, 
and of the military department comprising the 
States of Louisiana and Texas. On being re- 
lieved from the command of the department of 
the Missouri by Major General P. H. Sheridan, 
Major General Hancock will proceed directly to 
New Orleans, Louisiana, and assuming the com- 
mand to which he is hereby assigned, will, when 
necessary to a faithful execution of the laws, ex- 
erc'ise any and all powersconferred by acts of 
Cougress upon district commanders, ana any and 
all authority pertaining to officers in command 
of military depart-ments. 

Major General P. H. Sheridan will at once 
turn over his present command to the ofiicer 
next in rank to nimself, and proceeding without 
delay to Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, will relieve 
Major General Hancock of the command of the 
department of the Missouri. 

Major General George H. Thomas will, until 
further orders, remain in command of the de- 
partment of the Cumberland. 

Very respectfully, yours, Akdbew Johvsov 

General U. S. Gbakt, 

Secretary of War ad interim. 

General Chraat'i Orders and Telegrami to Mili- 
tary Oommanderi in the Unreoonitmeted 
8tatee. 

1.— <}E]!rEBAL OBAST TO OEITEBAL FOSTEB, BE- 

sfeonztg gekebal obdeb 44.* 
Headq'bs Abmies of the Ukited States, 
Washingtof, D, C, AuQust 7, 1866. 
Major General J. G. Fosteb, Tullanoma, Fla. 
General Order No. 44* is not intended to 
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apply to offences committed prior to the oloed 
ot nostilitiee. As a rule, no arrests should be 
made under it except where the civil authorities 
refuse to make them. Release all prisoners yoa 
may now have whose offences were committed 
previous to May, 1865. 

U. S. Gba^tt, GmerdL 

2.— K^EITEBAL GBAJTT TO GEITEBAL SHEBIDAJT. 

Headq'bs Abmies of the Uitited States^ 
Washington, D. C, August 18, 1866. 
Major General Shebidan, 

New Orleans, Louisiana, 
Instructions to General Foster ^iven some 
months ago prevent citizens of Florida appeal- 
ing to other than the United States courts for 
recovery of property sold for taxes. Those in- 
structions will be now annulled, and purchasers 
will look to civil courts and the civil -rights bill 
for protection. U. S. Gbant, General, 

3.~geirebal gbavt to seobetabt stastob. 
Headq'bs Abmies of the United St4.teb, 
Washington, November 22, 1866. 
Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War, 

Enclosed please find copy of a communication 
addressed to Maj or General Sheridan, nnderdate 
of October 17, 1866, giving my constructimi oi 
the President's proclamations upon certain mili- 
tary orders. The construction is the same that 
I understood you to entertain at the time. The 
orders referred to have not yet been revoked, 
nor has any construction of the effect of tiie 
President's proclamation upon these orders been | 
officially announced to any but General Sheri- i 
dan's command. I 

1 would therefore submit whether my oon- j 
struction of the proclamation as above stated is ' 
correct, so that we may have a uniformity of | 
action upon this matter throughoat the different j 
commands. | 

It is evident to my mind that the provisic'ni I 
of the civil-rights bill cannot be properly en- j 
forced without the aid of Order No. 44, or a 
similar one. Even in the State of Kentucky, 
General Jeff. 0. Davis states that he cannot en- 
force it without the aid of this order. 

U. a Gbant, Generai, 

To the foregoing communication no answsr 
was ever received ; but in answer to a Sena<« 
resolution, dated January 8, 1867, asking for 
information in relation to violations of the act 
entitled *'An act to protect all persons in tht 
United States in their civil rights and fornisk 
the means of their vindication, and what ste^ 
had been taken to enforce the same, the Presi- 
dent with his message of February 19, 186T, 
submitted, among other papers, Order No. 44, 
which led me to suppose tnat he regarded il si 
still in force. At this time Confess was dis- 
cussing and mafcurinff plans of legislation for ^ 
maintenance and enforcement of law and <»d€r 
in the States lately in rebellion. I thei«fon 
deemed it nnnecessary to take further actioil ia 
the premises, but await the result of coilgrs8S» 
ional action. 

The preceding correspondence and orders liiow 
briefly and generally the condition of the ifik 
military district (Florida, Texas, and Looiitaiui)' 
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foior to this ptflsagd 6t 1%«r ^Htair reeonsirac-' 
iion bill. As the basis ia part of this corres' 
Boind^Doe, aild exhibiting more in detail the 6on- 
cUtion of afiairs in different localitiee, the reports 
^f 9ubordinat<e cominanders, so far as they are 
on file in this office, are also herewith submitted. 
All of these reports have reached here throogh 
the regular military channel. 

4.— OEirSBAL QBANT TO OEKEBAL BBTSRIDASSU 

Headq'bs Armies of the United States^ 
Washington, D. C. October 17, 1866. 

SiB: Beferring to yoar endorsement upon! 
communications of General J. G. Foster, com- 
'manding district of Florida, of date September 
%$ and 20, relative to the effect of the Presi- 
dent's proclamation, <&c., I am directed by the 
IJeneral-ia-chief to enclose you a copy of the 
•ame, and to say that be construes the proclam- 
ation as nullifying General Order No. 3,* Wat 
Department, 'Adjutant's General's office, Jan- 
uary 12, and General Order No. 44,t headquar- 
ters of the army, July 6, I866.t 

I have the honor to be, very' respectfully, your 
obedient servant, Geo. K. Lest, J.. A, G. 

Major General P. H. Shebidan, 

Cofmnanding Depart of th^ Chdf. 

5.— ^ENEBAL OBANT TO GENEBAL SHBBIDAN. 
HSA»i'B8 AbMIES of THS UNITED StASES, 

Wabhinqtoh, November 1, 1866. 
Too will instruct General Foster to refrain 
itom interferenoe with the execution of civil law 
in Florida, wh^i the laws of the State are not 
in confiiet with laws of the United States. It 
is allegod that orders given b^ Colonel Sprague 
to officers in Fernandina practiGally prevent the 
^Mention of civil law. The <duty of the mili'^ 
tary is to encourage the enforcement of the civil 
law and order to the fullest extent. 
By command of Geiieral Grant. 

Geo. K. Lsbt, A, A, G. 
General Shebidak, 

Commanding DqxMri: of ike Gu^, 



« 8m pi«&»i4 oC Mumal of 1866, 
t See page 122 of Manaal of 1866. 
I Oeneru Foeter'a report is as Ibtfowt, nVSh QeneiM 
Sheridan's iBdonement : 

Hzabquabtbbs Distbiot op Flobiba., 
Assist. Ai^. Gebbkal's OmcB, 
Tallahassee, Fla., September 20, 1866. 

Gbbebal: I have the honor to mako the fol- 
lowing semi-monthly report ^ the condition of 
^ain in this district : 

Tbe state of feeling toward the government 
ttUd Union and northern men has not improved 
#)iOe my last report, and there have been indi- 
Motions that the old bitter feeling engendered by 
€ho war still rankles in the hearts of many of 
iB^ old secessionists, and that it will find vent 
i& words and actions as soon as a favorable op- 
portunity offers. 

In this town, the intendant, assuming that 
Ib0 proclamation of the President, of August 20, 
JhUy restored the supremacy of the civil law 
over the military, essayed to arrest soldiers and 
employes of the United States, while in the per- 
l^rmance of their duties, for trifling infractions 
^ the mttnicrpal ordinance. I was obliged to 
o^er bim peremptorily to desist. To allow the 



0.— ^QSlTBBAL CFBMTF^ffEffiSSILff-fiHnMiibf 

HEADd'BS AnitlES OF THU T^ITBt) ^i^ATJil, 

WASHiKOTbir, D. C, S^t 21, 186^. 
Mwor General Shebida*, I9'ev> Orleans, Ld, 

Despatches of 20th received. Your COiirte fti 
regard to riot in Brenhatt, Texas, rigbt, otily I 
think troops to defend themselves fihooM be settt 
there without delay. If afms are used against 
peaceable soldiers, disarni citizens^ 

U. S. Gbakt, General. 

T.-^—OEITEBAL OBAl^T TO <3l£lftiBAli S'^MtlTA^. 

Heabq'es Abmes op the UirtTBD Statbev 
WABHiNQTOisr, D. C, Octobef 8, 1866. 
ilajor General Shebidait, New Ofleaiis, La. 

Your despatch of 3d instant just received. 
Your views about not authorizing volufiteers to 
be raised in Texas, ostensibly to "but down In- 
dian hostilities, are sustained. With the mili- 
tary at your command, as full protection can be 
given to the people ^f Texas as to any other 
exposed settlements. You m&y so instruct Got- 
«mor Thtockfltorton. U* S. Gbaht, General, 

8.«-€ailEBAL OBAVT VO AEITBIIAL SmSIDAV. 

Heab^^bs Abmisb 09 TMBVvTrvm Statob^ 
WAsanrGTOiir, D. 0., Beteber 11, 1866. 
Mi^or General SaiatiDAir, 

Om^g DepaH, of ike Git^, Mern'Oiiectne, 
Desnatches from the Governor of Texas to Ui« 
Presidenti and sewvpafer extracts;' sbow Indian 



State or municipal authorities the power of ar- 
resting and trying our officers and soldiers will 
be to give into the hflkods of our late enemies the 

Sower of retaliation for pas^ injuriea and present 
islikes. I therefore hope that the supremacy 
of the military in all matters of conflict between 
the United States and municipal authorities, and 
in all actions under express laws of Congress, 
may be preserved. 

I have some trouhle in carrying out tlie pro- 
visions of the ** homestead law;" m some locali- 
ties combinations have been formed to resist tBe 
settlement of the negroes, and to drive them off. 
The freedmen are doing well. 
I have tlie honor to be, very respectfully, your 
obedient servant, J. (i. Fosteb, 

Bvt Maj, Gen, U. 8. Army, 
Commanding JHstrieL 
Bvt. Maj. Gen. Geo. L. Habtsxjpp, A. A. 0., 

Depart of the Gulf N, 0., La. 

[Bndorsement.] 

Headqttabtebs Bepabtmeht of thb Qtthf, 
New Oblbahs, La., October 6, 1866. 

Bespectfully forwarded for the information of 
the general-in-chief. 

There has been increased indolence on the 
part of the functionaries of the civil law in 
Florida and Texas, growing out of the procla- 
mation of the President. 

In Louisiana it has not been so^ as the proc- 
lamation has never been officially promulgated, 
and as (General Orders Nos, 3 and 44,from head- 

?uarters of the army, have not been rescinded, 
have gone on in Louisiana as thot^h no proc- 
lamation had been issued. P. H. Sberidai?, 
Ma§. Gen. U, 8. Army. 
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hoeMUtias to ezist <m ih» frontier of that State 
to an extent requiring immediate attention. 
Yonr despatohes on the same subject have been 
received and shown to the President Please 
report again the latest information you have on 
the subject, and in the meantime give such pro- 
tection as yon can with the means at hand. If 
it is necessary to break up any interior posts, 
take such as you think may be best spared. 

U. S. Gbakt, General 

9.r-0nnEBAL aBAVT TO OtjnSV&AL SHEBIDAir. 
HxiLDd'BS ABMIB3 OF THE UNITED StATEB, 

Wasejjsqtok, D. C, October 12, 1866. 

Gestebix: My despatch of yesterday was sent 
to you on receipt of the enclosed, which is for- 
warded far your information. Great care will 
have to be observed to see that no just cause of 
complaint oan be urged against the army for not 
giving proper protection to the citizens of Texas 
against laaian hostilities ; at the same time it is 
e(iaally important that loyal and law-abiding 
citizens ebould have protection against the vio- 
lently disposed in their midst. I am satisfied 
that you have done and are doing the very best 
that can be -done. Tour attention, however, is 
called to the enclosed, that you may know the 
appreheDsicAs and desire of the President, and 
cnuse such ins{)ection as will enable you to re- 
port satis&Miarily on the points that give him 
nneasiness. 

Very respeciidlly, your obedient servant, 

U. S. Gbaht, General, 
Major General P. H. Shbbioan, 

Oom'g depart, of the Gulf^ New Orleans^ La. 

10.— gehebm. sheeidan to geweeal geakt. 
Headq'bs Depaetment op the Gulf, 
New Obleaks, La., October 12, 1866. 

Gefebal : I have the honor to acknowledge 
the receipt of your despatch of the 11th. 

I have no additional news regarding hostility 
on the Texas frontier, and still believe that there 
IS a great deal of buncombe in the reports. 

I have a company of cavalry stationed within 
a few miles of where the alleged massacre took 
f lace, and have no reports from it, and doubt 
wiiether it really occurred. 

I will, however, send additional troops to the 
frontier without delay, and hope that the nine 
(9) companies of the seventeentn infantry, which 
are now in the north, will be sent to me at once. 

I have notified the Governor of Texas that I 
would send an inspector to the frontier, and that 
I would render such protection as the forces 
within my control would permit of, and would 
establish posts in the early spring. 

I do not doubt but that the secret of all this 
fuss about Indian troubles is the desire to have 
all the troops removed from the interior, and the 
desire of the loose and lazy adventurers to be 
employed as volunteers against the Indians un- 
der the acts of the State Legislature. 

P. H. Sheeidajt, 
Ma^or General U, 8, Army, 
General U. S. Gbaht, 

OonCng Armiu of the U. 8,, 

Washington, D, 0. 



11.— GSVX&iklraBAVT TO BIOBXTABT OF WAl. 
OOTOBEB 13, 186$ 

EeepectfuUy referred to the Secretary of Wur 
for information. More troops will be se«t te 
General Sheridan immediately — ^if, indeed, tooie 
are not fdready on the way — ^which will enl^^ 
him to give all the protection that troops ctta 
give against Indian hostilities. Occasional 
murders will take place on our frontiers, and 
would if our people were all soldiers. 

y. S. Geaht, GtfneraL 

12.— geiteeal gbaht to gov. thbookhobtmr. 
Headq'bs Abmies op the Uhited Statm^ 
Washihgtoh. B. C, Oetob&r 20, 1866. . 

Sib: I have the honor to acknowledge ^e 
receipt of your communication of 6th instant, 
urging upon the general government the accept- 
ance of a regiment of volunteers from the State 
of Texas, to oe used in defending the frontier of 
that State against the incursions of hostile In- 
dians, &c. In reply thereto I would state tiiat 
General Sheridan nas already sent as large a 
force to the portion of the frontier of Texas in- 
fested by Indians as probably can be supplied 
with forage and provisions during the coming 
winter. If a large force should still prove 
necessary, there are enough United States troop* 
on their way or under orders to report to Gen- 
eral Sheridan to supply the deficiency. It is 
deemed, therefore, unadvisable to accept the ser- 
vice of volunteers, whose pay and mamteni^oe 
would have to be provided for hereafter 1^ % 
special appropriation of Congress. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
U. S. Gbaht, GenerA 

His Excellency J. W. Thbockmobtoh, 

G&o&mor State of Texas, Austin, Tmm. 

13. — gehebal gbaht to gehebal 8hebn>aa^ 
Headq'bs Abmies op the Uhited Staxbs, 
Washihgtoh, D. 0., August 8, 1566, 
Major General Shebidah, 

New Orleans^ Louisiana : 
Continue to enforce martial law so fiar as onff 
be necessary to preserve the peace, and do tkA 
allow any of the civil authorities to act if 7^ 
deem such action dangerous to the public sara^. 
Lose no time in investigating and reporting t£e 
causes that led to the riot and the facts wldeh 
occurred. U. S. Gbaht, Genend, 

14.— GEHEBAL GBAHT TO GEHEBAL POPS, 

Washihgtoh, D. C, April 21, 1867. 

Mt Beab Gehebal : Having read Governor 
Jenkins's address to the citizens of Geor§^ I 
was on the eve of writing you a letter advidng 
his suspension and trial before a military com- 
mission, when your despatch announcing that 
the Governor had given such assurances aa to 
render your order, in his case, unnecessary, was 
received. I am now in receipt of the orjbar 
itself, and your accompanving letter, and have 
just prepared the enclosea endorsement to i^o 
with it. 

My Tiews are that district commanders ice 
responsible for the faithful execution <^ w 
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reoonstrnoUon act of Ck>ngr6M, and that in oivil 
masters I cannot give them an order. I can 
gi^ ^em my views, however, for what they 
•af© worth. * ♦ « ♦ 

I presume the Attorney General will give a 
written opinion on the subject of the power of 
^Udirict commanders to remove civil omcers and 
appoint their successors. When he does, I will 
forward it to all the district commanders. 

It is very plain that the power of district 
commanders to try offenders by military com- 
missions exists. I would advise that commissions 
be resorted to, rather than arbitrary removals, 
nnMl an opinion is had from the Attorney Gen- 
eral, or it is found that he does not intend to 
give one. * ♦ * ♦ 

Tours, truly, IT. S. Gbaht, General 

Brevet Major General J. Pope, 

Commanding Third District. 

[ 16.— OESEBAL QBAKT TO QENEBAL POPE. 

Atlanta, Ga, April — , 1867. 
Ctoeral John Pope, commanding third mili- 
tary district, submits copy of special order 
which he intends issuing so soon as he ascertains 
whether Governor Charles J. Jenkins, at the 
time he issued his address, was aware of his 
(General P.*s) Order No. 1.* 



[Endorsement] 

HEADQ*sa AlBicies of the UiriTED States, 
Apnl^, 1867. 

BespectfaUy forwarded to the Secretary of 
War lor his information. The telegraphic des- 
patch herein enclosed shows tiiat Governor Jen- 
Kins, of Georgia, has given such pledges to the 
commander of the third district as to induce him 
to witlihold for the present his order suspending 
^e governor. The conduct of the governor 
(Jenkins) demonstrates, however, how possible 
it is for a discontented civil officer of the unre- 
constructed Stetes to defeat the laws of Congress 
if the power does not exist with district com- 
manders to suspend their function for cause in 
Bome way. It seems clear to me that the power 
18 given, in the bill '* for the more efficient gov- 
ernment of the rebel States/' to use or not, at 
tiie pleasure of district commanders, the provis- 
ional machinery set up without the authority 
ei Congress in the Stetes to which the recon- 
Btniction acts a|)plies. There being doubt, how- 
ever, on this point, I would respectfolly ask an 
early opinion on the subject. 

If the power of removal does not exist with 
cUstoict commanders, then it will become neces- 
sary for them to take refuge under that section 
oi the bill which authorizes military commis- 
rions. tJ. S. Gbast, General 

16.— OENEBAL GBANT TO QENEBAL POPE. 
HsAIXi'BS ABHT OF THE UNITED STATES, 

WASHiNOTOir D. C. May 22, 1867. 
The following is sent to district commanders 
te their guidance: 

Wab Dbpaetment, 
WASHBsrcKTOH CiTY, D. C, May 18, 1867. 
Genekal : Recent occurrences in some of the 
aailitery districts indicate a necessity of great 

• Vor order, see page 78 of Manual of 1867, or page 204 of 
Otoombined Maaaal. 



vigilance on the part of military oommauders to 
be prepared for tne prevention and prompt sup- 
pression of riots and breaches of the publie 
peace, especially in towns and cities, and that 
they should have their forces in hand and so 
posted, on all occasions when disturbances may 
DC apprehended, as to promptly check, and, if 
possible, to prevent outbreaks and violence en- 
dangering public or individual safety. 

Ton wUl please, therefore, call the attention 
of the commanders of military districts to this 
subject, and issue such precautionary orders as 
may be found necessary for the purpose indi- 
cated. Yours truly, Edwin M. Stantof, 

General U. S. Geaht. ^'^ "^ ^'^' 

Commanding Armiei United States. 
The above convevs all the instructions deemed 
necessary, and will be acted upon by district 
commanders, making special reports of the pre- 
cautionary orders issued by them to prevent a 
recurrence of mobs or other unlawful violence* 
By command of General Grant. 

Geo. K. Leet, 
Assistant Adjutant GeneroU 
Brevet Major General Johh Pope, 

Commanding Third Military Dixbric^ 

17. — QEVEBAL POPE TO GEIEBAL GBAIT. 

General U. S. Gbaot, 

Commanding Armies United l^tei. 

Day before yesterday I received a copy of the 
opinion of the Attorney General on registration, 
sent me for my information, through the Assistent 
Ac^utant General, by order of the President 

Ten days ago I had made, and published, in- 
structions to registers, which will have to be 
dropped if the Attorney General's opinion if 
enforced. The opinion sent by the President'! 
order does not seem to be an order to me on 
the subject; but, as there may be room for 
doubt, I ask that I be informed by telegraph 
whether or not I am ordered by the President to 
conform my action to the Attorney GeneraVe 
opinion. I stand ready to obey the President*! 
orders on the subject, but I wrote you fully on 
the subject yesterday, the probable result of en- 
forcing the Attorney General's opinion in t\m 
district ; enclosing also copies of my orders and 
instructions about registration. Jno. Pope, 
Major General Commanding. 

18.— GBHEBAL GEAHT TO OEITEBAL POPE. 

WASHiUGTOif , Jwne 28, 1867. 
Mwor General J. Pope, Atlanta^ Georgia. 

Your despatch of yesterday received. Enforce 
your own construction of the military bill, until 
ordered to do otherwise. The opinion of the 
Attorney General has not been distributed to 
district commanders in language or manner en- 
titling it to the force of an order ; nor can I sup- 
pose uiat the President intended it to have such 
force. U. S. Gbant, General. 

19.— GEHBRAL GBAHT TO GEKEBAL OBD. 

Washingtof, June 23, 1867. 
Brevet Maj or General E. 0. C. Oed, 

Commanding the Fourth District. 
Gehebal : A copy of your final instruction! 
to boards of registration of June 10, 1867, if 
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Jnst received. I entirely dissent from the yie^ 
Contained ini pai'agraph four. Your view as to 
the duty of registrars to register every man 
who wHi take tlie required oath, though they 
may know the applicant perjures himself, is sus- 
tained by the views of the Attorney General. 
My opinion is, that it is the duty of the board 
of registration to see, so far as it lies in their 
power, that no unauthorized person is allowed 
to register. To secure this end, registrars should 
be aflowed to administer oaths and examine 
witnesses. The law, however, makes district 
commanders their own interpreters of their 
power and duty under it, and, in my opinion, 
the Attorney General or myself can do no nnnre 
than give our opinion as to the meaning of the 
law ; neither can enforce his views against the 
judgment of those mada responsible for the 
iiaithfnl execution of the law, the district com- 
mandere. 
Very reBpectfolly, your obedient servant, 
U. S. Gbant, Oenerdl. 

2t>.— OSfEBAL GBAirr TO QEKEBAL POPS. 

HsADd^BS AbMY Of THS UiriTED StATXB, 

Washinqtok, D. C, August 3, 1867. 
Dbab Gkwebal: Your official letter on the 
subject of reconstruction in the third district, 
and your private letter accompanying it, are 
received, and I have read both with care. I 
think your views are sound, both in the con- 
struction which you give to the laws of Congress 
and the duties of the supporters of good gov- 
ernment, to see that, when reconstruction is ef- 
fected, no loop-hole is left open to gjive trouble 
and embarrassment hereafter. It is certainly 
the duty of district commanders to study what 
the framers of the reconstruction laws wanted 
to express, as much as what they do express, and 
to execute the law according to that interpreta- 
tion. This, I believe, they have generally done, 
and, so far, have the approval of all who ap- 
prove the congressional plan of reconstruction. 
♦ ♦ ♦ * 

Very truly, yours, 

U. S. GBiJTT, Generdi, 
'Brevet Major General Jno. Pope, 

Oommanding Third Mil, Dkt.^ AUamia^ Oa, 

21.— OEITEBAL POPE TO GENEBAL QBANT. 

(General U. 8. Gbaht, Chmmarhding Armies, 

3hall I publish the order reauiring jurors in 
this district to take the test-oath as by your in- 
structions, or on my own authority 7 I had just 
made an order, but, fortunately, not distrib- 
uted it, to require jurors to be drawn from the 
list of registered voters. 

JoHK Pope, Major OenefdL 

22.— CHUTBBAL GBAVT TO QEVEBAL POPS. 

Washingtoit, Augtut 14, 1807. 
Brevet Major General J. Pope, 

Atlanta^ Georgia. 
Publish the jury order which you had prepared. 
The only object in distributing General Griffin's 
order was to secure a jury system which will 
give protection to all classes. 

U. 8. Gbant, OSenaroZ. 



23,-HnnnsBAL gbakt to vMsnaXf 203^^9^ 
Washihgtoh, D. C, Ochhfr^ i^, 

Andrew Johnson, President of tW Vll|pl 
States, refers letter of Hon. Ohaorlet J^ SeMjiB, 
of Georgia, dated October 18, 1867, relatm to 
apportionment of delegates to counties, ijM 
ot senatorial districts, m State of QeorgtA, 



[IiidoneiDent.} 

Hbadquabtsbs Uniteb Staxv^ AMn, 
October 2ii, 1867. 
Besnectfully retomed to the PresidoDt of tte 
Unitea States. It seems to me it would hure 
been better to have apportioned delegates to 
counties instead of senatorial districts in tiijS 
State of Georgia, but in view of the nearness 
of the election in that State, (on the 29th isstj 
I do not see how the matter can be cprrectea 
now. I have, however, sent the following des- 
patch to General Pope : 

WAsnneroR, D. Q., October 24, 1807. 
MMor Qeikeral Jomr Popi, Atlanta, Qtorgia, 

Sboold not dela«»tef to oonyentioii ta Oa brgi t b« «iiHft 
by countiea inttaad of by senatofial districta, to camp\$tBiia 
with the law? Could not a change be nlade in fw4U^ 
Hon order in time for election in that Staler 

U. S. Gbakt» O&neM. 

24.— GEHEBAL pope to GEmSBAL GBABY. 

Atlanta, Geobgza, October 25, 1867. 
General U.S. Gbaht: 

If yon will examine the returns of registra* 
tion sent you for Gkorg^a, yon will see tfairt^ the 
apportionments cannot be made by comtte 
without giving very unequal r^^reaeatMieii. 
The counties are small and nnmeroos, ua^ in 
many cases two or three would have to be 
united to make voters enough for one delegate. 
Please try and make the apportionment by 
counties, and yon will see that it is not ^mo* 
ticable. I tried it for two days. The diamobs 
are precisely as they were established hv Mate 
laws, and on examination you will find dbvitln 
apportionment is based precisely on votttn, mod 
is m all respects the fairest that could be Made 
on the basis of registered voters. It is too laAiB 
now to change, and certainly no man in O e e q ya 
can complain because I have taken the daMcte 
established by Siate laws. I wrote yon fo^on 
the subject day before yesterday. My pu f f dse 
was to make as little change as possible la mmi 
divisions in the State known and recogncEe^i^ 
State laws. You will receive my fetter to-itaBa^ 
row. I send to-day a map of Geor^i^ itfith 
number of registered voters for ea<^ oonefy 
written on face of county. Please see if sfe m 

gossible to make fairer apportitmment th^oi we 
ave dene. Johk Pope, 

£vt. Major GeneraL 

25. — gbbxbal gbaht to gehebaii pope. 

Headq*bs Ajni t op the Uhited Stam, 

Wabhihgtoh, B. C, October 30, 1 W. 

Gehebal : Your reply to my letter suggeattet 

a revocation of your order suspending State aid 

to the Georgia University, or rather your reply 

to B. n. Hill (and others') application toft sncn 

revocation, is received. I am abundan^r aadde- 

fied myself with your explanation and H<^ no 

more will be heard about it. Bat yow jcei^l^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



aafh 



LBTTEBs, fAwm» fmpmxif ma. 



m 



'\Mrhioh I xe»l to the President and cabinet, was 
sent for last evening, and may result in some 
Xet^^r, snggestion, or opinion. 

In yonr letter you say that the sabiect of the 
Georgia University controversy will be suhmit- 
ied to the convention. I would advise that you 
eabmit nothing to it officially except the laws of 
Congress authorizing the convention and de- 
fining its duties. A convention is a sort of 
cnginal body to enact laws, or rather to irame 
reBtrictions and to establish powers within which 
legislative bodies may act. Under such ciroum- 
Btances, it would seem out of place for any au- 
thority to submit questioz28 to such conventions 
UB are now being elected in the military districts. 
Yours, truly, U. S. Qbaht, OenercU, 

Bvt Maj. Qen. John Fops, 

Com. Third Mil Dist 

26.-^aSNESAL QBAlirT TO GEKESAL POPE. 

Washingtoh, December 23, 1867. 
Bvt. H^* Gen. John Pope, Atlanixi, Ga, 

ft ^ constitutions adopted by the conventions 
Yow in session are not the law of the States 
until submitted to the people and ratified by 
them. I do not see, therefore, how you can en- 
force laws enacted by them until so ratified. 
U. S. Geaiit, General. 

27. — QElSrEEAL GEAKT TO GENEEAL POPE. 

Atlanta, Qeoegia, December 27, 1867. 
General John Pope, commanding third district, 
relative to refusal of State treasurer, John Jones, 
of Georgia^ to pay the members of convention in 
Qeorgia. — 

[Endorsement.] 

Hbadq'es OP THE Aemy United States, 
January 6, 1868. 

Be8i>eotfully returned. The convention is 
authorized by act of Congress passed March 23, 
X867, supplementary to an act entitled *'An act 
to provide for the more efficient government of 
the rebel States," of March 2, 1867, to levy upon 
i^ad collect a sufficient amount of taxes on the 
property of the State as was necessary to pay 
we expenses of the same. The ordinance passed 
hf the convention for the purpose, and the order 
of the military commander to the State treasurer 
endorsed thereon, is in conformity to the letter 
i^id spirit of said acts and the acts supplement- 
ary thereto, of July 19, 1867. The government, 
under the constitution of the State of Georgia, 
adopted in X865, which said treasurer sets up as 
a bar to his compliance with said ordinance, is 
by the sai4 acts of Congress specifically declared, 
wiUi the governments of other States lately iu 
rebellion, therein named, to be " not legal State 
governments ; and that thereafter, said govern- 
ments, if continued, were to be continued sub- 
ject in ^U respects to the military commanders 
of the respective districts and the paramount 
authority of Congress.** 

Section 11 of said supplementary act of July 
19, provides: "That au the provisions of this 
act and of the acts to which this is supplementary 
iholl be construed liberally, to the end that all 
ijk/^ interests thereof may be fully and perfectly 
carried out." 

it is clear, from the correspondence between 
ueneral Pope and the treasurer, that the proper 



^ministration of the militaijr reconstruction 
acts req[uires the removal of said treasurer, and 
the appointment of some person in his stead, 
glider section 2 of said supplementary act of 
July 19, who will respect the authority of Con- 
gress, the orders of military commanders, and 
the ordinance of the convention under the same. 
Should the comptroller general of the State, 
as General Pope seems to fear he may, decline 
to execute the ordinance of the convention, then 
he, too, should be removed. U. S. Gbant, 
General, 

28. — GENERAL MEADE TO GENEBAL OEANT. 

General U. S. Geavt. 

The passage of ordinances by the convention 
of Alabama and Georgia enacting stay- laws is . 
producing great suffering in these States, by 
causing expedition to be made in making levies, 
in anticipation of these ordinances having the 
force of law. 

Advantage is beine taken of the interval of 
time before these ordinances are laws to hurry 
levies and executions, thus causing these ordi- 
nances, intended as measures of relief, to become 
in reality the means of increasing and greatly 
aggravating the burden of the people. I am, 
therefore, inclined to adopt these ordinances ad 
the act of the military authority, and declare 
them to have force until the question is settled 
as to the adoption or rejection of the constitution 
enacting them. I rewir to you, because your 
telegram of December 23 is adverse to enforcing 
any of the ordinances of the convention prior 
to the adoption of the constitution, and to ob- 
tain your approval of my proposed action. 

Please answer immediately. 

G. G. Meade, Major General 

29.— GENEBAL GBANT TO GENEBAL MEADE. 

Washington, January 10, 1868. 
Major General G. G. Meade, Atlanta^ Georaia. 
As district commander, I think you will be 
perfectly justifiable in adopting as your own 
order the stay-laws proposed in the constitutions 
to be submitted to the people of Alabama and 
Georgia. This course is different from adopting 
as law the provisions of the constitutions in act* 
vance of their ratification. 

U. S. Grant, General 

30.— GENEBAL MEADE TO GENEBAL GEAHT. 

General U. S. Gbant. 

I have had a conference with Governor Jen- 
kins, and exerted all my influence to induce him 
to consider the appropriation by the convention 
as an appropriation made by law and not incon- 
sistent with the provisions of the Georgia con- 
stitution, and urged him to sign the warrant 
required hy the treasury. The governor de- 
clined, and there is no other alternative but the. 
exercise of my power to obtain control of the 
State treasury. To avoid making any more 
changes than are required to effect the object, 
and also the difficulty of finding a suitable per- 
son, and the question of bonds, I propose to 
remove only the treasurer, and to assign to the 
duty Brevet Brigadier General Ruger, with in- 
structions to continue payments as heretofore, 
in accordance with the existing laws of the 
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State, ftnd to make such paymenti to the con- 
Tention as I shall authorize, checking thus un- 
necessary expenditures. I see no other mode of 
iupplying the wants of the convention, and the 
continuance in session is dependent upon its 
wants heing immediately supplied. It is proba- 
ble other steps may have to be taken before the 
money can be secured, as it is intimated that an 
issue will be made with the view of testing ^e 
invalidity of my power. 
Tour approval or disapproval is asked at once. 
Qeo. G. Meade, MoQor G^enercU. 

81.— GEFEBAL GBAKT TO GBNEBAL MEADE. 

Washihgtok, January 10, 1868. 
Major Qeneral G. G. Meade, Atlanta, Oa. 

rlan proposed in your despatch of last even- 
ing to remove State treasurer of Georgia is ap- 
proved. U. 8. Gbaht, Oeneral. 

82.— OEHEBAL GBANT TO GENERAL KEADE. 

Washington, January 13, 1868. 
Major General G. G. Meade, Atlanta, Oa. 

I would not advise interference with elections 
ordered by the Alabama convention, unless very 
satisfactory reasons exist for doing so. 

U. S. Gbant, General. 

38.— GEITE&AL GRANT TO GENERAL MEADE. 

Washington, January 13, 1868. 
Major General G. G. Meade, Atlanta, Ga. 

I on will perceive by the reconstruction acts 
that " conventions are to frame constitutions 
and civil governments for their respective 
States," which clearly implies authority to order 
the election of officers thereunder, ana in fixing 
the day of election Alabama has only followed 
a well-established precedent. The goVernments 
elected cannot assume authority, except under 
orders from the district commander or after ac- 
tion of Congress upon their constitution. 

U. S. Grant, General, 

34. — GENERAL GRANT TO GENERAL MEADE. 

Washington, January 17, 1868. 
Major General G. G. Meade, Atlanta, Ga. 

Congress unquestionably can determine upon 
the questions presented by the governor of 
Florida, whatever may be the authority of dis- 
trict commanders over such cases. General 
Pope having practically settled the matter com- 
plained of by his action before you assumed 
command of the third district, it is deemed judi- 
cious not to interfere with the meeting of the 
convention at the time ordered by him, but 
leave the whole matter to Congress in its final 
action. U. S. Grant, General. 

36.— GENERAL GRANT TO GENERAL MEADE. 

Washington, January 25, 1868. 
Major General G. G. Meade, Atlanta, Ga. 

Will it not be well to extend the number of 
days the polls are to be kept open at the Ala- 
bama election, in order to give full opportunity 
to all who rejgister to vote? Two aays will 
hardly give sumcient time. It would be better 
to amend General Pope's order now than after 
the election had commenced. 

U. S. Grant, General, 



36. — GENERAL GRANT TO GENERAL MEADB. * 
HsADaUARTERS ArMY OF THE UNITED StATI^ 

Washington, April 29, 1868. 
Mi^or Qeneral G. G. Meade, 

Atlanta, Cfeorgia, 
I have carefully read your letter of 16th of 
April and its enclosures. I see nothing in theca 
to change my opinion as expressed to you in my 
despatch of March 2, 1868. The officers elected 
under the new constitution of Georgia are not 
officers of the provisional government reterrtKi 
to in the reconstruction acts, nor are they officers 
elected under any so-called State autbofity, and 
are not, therefore, required to take the oath pre* 
scribed in section 9, act of July 19, 1867. The 
eligibility to hold office must be determined by 
the new constitution and the amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States, designated as 
article 14. U. S. Grant, ^neroL 

Oenmral Grant's Order Bespecting the Beii#c»» 
tion of Bemoved Civil Omoen. 

Headquarters of the Army, 
Adjutant General's Opfiob, 
Washington, August 29, 1867. 
Special Orden. No. 420. 

Commanders of the military districts created 
under the act of March 2, 1867, will make no 
appointments to civil office of persons who have 
been removed bv themselves or their predeces- 
sors in command. 
By command of General Grant. 

E. D. TOWNSBND, 

A$8i$tant Adjutant GeneraL 

Extract from Oeneral Grant's Beport ai Seere- 
tary of War ad interim, Beferri&g to Beoon- 
■tmction, Hovember, 1867. 

By act of Congress the ten southern States 
which have no representation in the national 
councils are divided into five military districts, 
each commanded by an officer of the army of 
not less rank than brigadier general. The 
powers of these commanders are both civil and. 
military. So far as their military duties are 
concerned, they are under the same subordina-- 
tion to the General of the army and Secretary 
of War that department commanders are. Jjk 
their civil capacity they are entirely indepen- 
dent of both the General and Secretary, except 
in the matters of removals, appointment, and- 
detail, where the General of tne army has the- 
same powers as have district commarulers. It' 
is but fair to the district commanders, however, 
to state that, while they have been thus inde- 
pendent in their civil duties, there has not been 
one of them who would notyield to a positively 
expressed wish, in regard to any matter of civil 
administration, from either of tne officers placed 
over them by the Constitution or acts or Con- 
gress, so long as that wish was in the direction 
of a proper execution of the law for the execu- 
tion of which they alone are responsible. I am 
pleased to say that the commanders of the ^v^ 
military districts have executed their di£ScQlt 
trust faithfully and without bias from any judg- 
ment of their own as to the merit or demerit of 
the law they were executing. 
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WEST MILITABY BKTBIOT 

Ooxaprises the State of Virginia, Brevet Major 
Ctoneral J. M. Scbofield commanding. In as- 
suming command, the principle was announced 
by General Schofield that the military power 
conferred by act of Consress on the district 
eommander woold be used only so far as was 
neceesary to accomplish the purposes for which 
the power was conferred. The civil government 
was interfered with only when necessary, and 
tlie wiedomiof the policy has been demonstrated 
by the result. The instances of complaint of 
tbe action of the civil courts became exceedingly 
rare. Still the evil which existed prior to the act 
of Congress of March 2, 1867, though mitigated 
by the increased efficiency of civil officers, was 
not removed. It wae an evil in the jurv system, 
Mpparent at all times, and fully developed by 
tine natural antagonism between loyalist and 
rebel, or the prejudice between white and black, 
existing throughout the South since the rebellion. 
The first idea was to admit blacks on juries and 
prescribe a test of loyalty. But as the require- 
ment of a unanimous verdict must give very 
inadequate protection where strong prejudice of 
dttn or caste exists, and as a military change 
of jury system would be but temporary, it was 
determined to leave its change to tne convention 
soon to meet, and be content with a system of 
military commissions. Such commissioners were 
appointed from officers of the army and Freed- 
men's Bureau in the different cities and counties 
of the State, with powers of justices of the peace, 
while the State was divided into sub-districts, 
under commanders whose powers were ultimately 
increased to those of circuit judges, taking juris- 
diction only in cases where civil authorities 
&iled to do justice. The system has given a 
large measure of protection to all classes of citi- 
sens, with slight interference with the civil 
courts. 

Since the publication of the act of March 23, 
1867, all elections have been suspended. Exist- 
ing State, county, and municipal officers were 
continued in office. Vacancies have been filled 
by the district commander. The number of re- 
movals has been five, and of appointments to fill 
vacancies one hundred and five. 

In executing the registration a board of officers 
was first appomted to select registering officers. 
The selections were made with great care, and 
the officers so selected have, with few exceptions, 
done their duty in the most satisfactory manner. 
Carefully prepared regulations for the boards of 
registration were issued, being made as specific 
as possible, so as to secure a uniform rule of dis- 
franchisement throughout the State. In pre- 
•cribing them, the district commander was con- 
trolled bv the belief that the law made him 
responsible for its correct interpretation, as well 
18 its faithful execution. 

The results of the first session of the register- 
ing boards were all received on September 15. 
One hundred and fifteen thousand and sixty- 
Oght whites, and one hundred and one thousand 
three hundred and eighty-two colored, regis- 
tered; one thousand six hundred and twenty 
whites, and two hundred and thirty- two colorea, 
being rejected. The tax list of 1866-'67 (not 
quite complete) returns about one hundred and 



thirty-six thousand white male adults, and 
eighty-seven thousand colored male adulta 
This indicates that the number of whites dis- 
franchised, or who have failed to register, is about 
nineteen thousand, and that about fifteen thou- 
sand more colored men have registered than 
were on the tax lists. Hence it may be inferred 
that nearly all male adults, white or colored, not 
disfranchised, have registered. 

The principle upon which the apportionment 
was made was to give separate representations 
to the smallest practicable subdivisions of the 
State, and where fractions remained over to so 
combine counties in election districts as to justly 
represent those portions. This is believed to be 
the fairest mode of apportionment practicable 
under the law. 

SBOOKD MILITABY DISTBIOT 

Comprises the States of North Carolina and 
Soutn Carolina, Brevet Major General E. R. S. 
Canby, commanding. Major General Daniel E. 
Sickles, who was originally assigned to the com- 
mand of this district, was relieved, and General 
Canby assigned by the following order of the 
President: 

(General Orders No. 80.— See Chap. Froclaouh 
tions and Orders.) 

" In order to Becure a more effloient administrafion of iiii» 
tke it was deemed neceesary to place all sherifb and other 
municipal officers under the immediate control of a milltai^ 
offleer. Accordingly all such officers war* directed to re- 
port to the ProToet llarshal General, and to make monthlj 
reports of * crimes committed ' and * prisoners confined? 
The reports of prisoners confined has aided materially in 
detecting illegal imprisonments or punishments, and has 
enabled the district commander to secure the release of 
many Union men and fireedmen, against whom much groii 
ii]|juBtice had been committed. 

**A bureau of civil afbirs was established, to take charge 
of all matters' pertaining to registration ; and its dutiee 
were afterwards extended to Include all qa^tions of joro* 
tection to person or property arising under the lawsof Gon> 
gress. One hundred and seventy registration precincts were 
established in North Carolina, and one hundred and nine 
in South Carolina. 

" In North Carolina there were registered 103,060 whlt«k 
and 71,657 blacks; and in South Carolina, 46,761 whites, and 
79,585 blacks. Registration proceeded venr slowly on m>> 
count of slowness of communication with distant parts of 
the district. 

" Of the Appropriation made by Congress, 164,802 87 have ' 
been expended, and outstanding liabilities will exceed the 
balance on hand $194,802 87. 

** The present condition of the district is so satisfactory ■■ 
to warrant ttie belief that after elections the number of 
military posts in both States can be diminished." 

THIBD ICILITABT DISTBIOT 

Comprises the States of Georgia, Florida, and 
Alabama, Brevet Major General John Pope, com- 
manding. 

**0n assuming command an order was Issued" byOen- 
eral Pope " continuing in office State ofltcials, but forbidding 
their opposing the reconstruction acts, prohibiting stao- 
tions except under those acts, and giving notice that all 
vacancies in civil offices would be filled by the district 
commander. Becoming satisfied subsequently that Stata 
officials, while obeying the order personally, yet officially, 
by their patronage, encouraged papers opposingthe recon- 
struction act, an order was Issoed forirtdding oftdal Pat- 
ronage to such papers. 

" In consequence of the riot at M'.^ile, an order was isiaed 
holding city and county officers responsible for the preserv- 
ation of peace at all public meetings, and requiring the 
United States troops to assist them wiien called on. No 
disturbances have since occurred. 

** Under the laws of the State no colored person eoold ba 
admitted to the Jury-box, and there was no surety of Justice 
to Union men, to people from the North, (and especially 
ex-Union soldiers,) or to colored persons, fiK>m juries In* 
flamed with hostility towards such classes. 

** There is a very large number of cases of wnmg ]^erpe» 
trated by such juries in the district on filt. 



Digitized by 



Google 



m 






r^ttm^ 



byAhe board* or regiatntfoa. 

<* ITecj f^v.«iTU,ofilceGi liftrel>«eD remoYod, and tboae, In 
i^ottC every cas^ were remoTed for reftasiog to comply 
with orders. Appointmeiita to fill Tacaodes haye only be«o 
made wheroillie daily bosi&eaa of the p«o|>le denuuided it. 

y*Tho Btata irewHirerB of Georgia, Alabama, and Vlodda 
bkye been ordered to make no payments aftar the appro- 
IiriationB of the present fiscal year have exi^red, save on 
VMranti appcofad bj tbo district commander, aa U is be- 
lieved that a new Legislatare will not coptiniie or «pproTe 
flMUr of the Am^yTctpriations made. 

"In ezecatlnc-lbe registratfon, it was dee m ed advisable 
that no oflcer nor soldier of the United States afioald bo 
oRiployed, apd aooordingly eaqh board of registration waa 
appoiotod firom among the dtiaens living in the district, 
and to consist of two white men and one colored. A fixed 
Btutk waa paid for registering each name, Aha av( 
^he district bein — • - 

** There wei:| 



the district being iwenty-alz cents per name. 
^** There wera registered in Georgia 05,214 whites, and 
9ft,46r eokreA; in Alabama 74,460 whites, and «),860 col- 
ored, and in Florida 11,180 whites, and 16,397 oolored. The 
•monnt expended in registration, Ac, has been$162,326. 

** !me ai^rtioumentof delegates was made in Georgia for 
8ftait*^iatodaidistdQta,«Bd in Alabama for RepcMentaUve 
diftricts, fixed by •n order. PoUs were feared to bo 
opifaed at e^Mih oonn^ seat.^ 

;FOUBTH ICILITABT DISTBICT 

QooiM'iges the States of Misaissippi i^od Arkan- 
8§^ jBrevfit Major Qeneral SL 0. 0. Ord, com- 
manding. 

iMRia iieooMtiipflllQn neaanrH of Ooip^sw jpro onpoi^^ 
with a minority of the white people, bnt their execution 
bas met with slight opposition, the ignorant and lawless, 
ftoto wbom aioBO trenMe waa to be apprehended, having 
been kept in order by ttie troops distribnted thKN ' ' 



4*Tbe cfvfl lawa have nol bean intarfmd wifli when 
ottaUy administered, except to renovalkom the eivil ooorta 
oases of crime oharsed a^^dnst persons who, being opposed 
to the rebellion, had reason to fear pr^fndice. Also Ibeed- 
ittea^s oases, where the courts were praetically dooed 
akainst them; and cases of ho r se st ealing, nad violations 
or ftots^of Ooiigrsss,«}r aU at which military oommissloDS 
have been organised. 

^Tk» otto6ni cH the provisional State govnrwnout have 
c#«4in«ed in oiBoe. except where tiiey have foiled to per- 
foim their dnties. It is dilevlt to find competent men who 
can qualify to fill vaeandea In dvil ofllces, some of which 
al« oonseqventiy vacant. 

J^tn oonseqoenea of the indmpoaition (as laanlfosted of 
late) of the civil anthorities in Arkansas to iako notion in 
o fwio es of an agnavated naitore against freedmen, orders 
have been issned for tiM trial d alfsooh cases by military 
commission, and for prompt aotion to be taken for the pnn- 
iAment of civil otteers who idl to issae writa against of^ 
fenders committing assaults, Ac. against freedmon, and «n- 
MiiliiH lisil fiji ths amsaitiog wiwh wliipida^" 



The eztangioii of vnffin^ to /rietlB^ii has evv 
dently aroased a sentiment of l^ostility to thf 
xsolored race, and to northers men m ttUMf 
parte of the district, which did not exist befbffS^ 
and General Ord is convinced that a laarger loMt 
than is now stationed in those States to preser^ 
order and organize conventions, will be req oimt 
hereafter to protect them «fid geenre tha wni 
men the nse of the snfirage. 

** In a mivloritv of the counties of this dMrttt ttMre M» 
very few men who can take the test oath, and tfasaa arovnA 
disposed to defy pubUo opinion by acqeptliig ^Qsa^ mlasf 
supported iby a military force afterwards. 

**Thevrill of the colored people may belli fotvoroftni^ 
porting loyal oflloa-holders, hot Sbeir inteWganee $m Wt/k 
now snfiloient to enable them to combine tor the aKecnttM| 
of th^ir will. All their combinations |u:e now oondoemP 
by white men, under the protection of the mlHtary; Vm 
I>rotection is withdrawn, the white men now oontnlttM 
would withdraw with it ; and soma of the sontheco peoi^ 
now exasperated at what they deem the f^eedn^en's pre- 
sumption, wotild not be very gentle towards Hiem, so niw 
the preseneo of a larger militasy fosioa will taa mi^iliai 
for some time to maintaiQ the Ireedman in the tigbit^ 
sulfrage.** ---r— fr-^ 

FIFTH lOLITABT BIST&IOT 

Comprises the States of Lonisiana ^nd TexM^ 
Brevet Major General J. A- How^ coii»ma|;igr 

No report has yet been received froipci Qeneral. 
Mawer. oat it is ex{iected in time fox the lo^fefi*' 
ine of Congress. 

Major General P. H. Sheridai^, who was ojofLr^ 
inally assigned to the command of this distriq^ 
was relieved, and General Hancodc assigned, if' 
the following orders of the President On ti^f 
decease of Brevet Major General Charles Gridu^ 
designated as the officer next in rank to wlio«|. 
Cktneral Sheridan should torn over the .co^» 
mand nntil Qeneral Hancock assumed ^t,<}9n^5||) 
Mower succeeded tp the command : 

(General Ordeni 77 and 81.— ^or winch m§ 
ProdamatioM and Ord^ii.) 

Generals Bheridan and Sickleg having hmm 
relieved before the period for submitting th«i»> 
annual reports, none have been receiveil ttom, 
them. Thev have, however, been catied on r«» 
kpently to suomit rtt|>0Fts, whidi Hiay be •^>acttd 
jMkm tiM meetiag of Ooagress. 



SCXVIIn 



DIGEST OF ORDERS OF THE MILITARY GOHlf AJfPSBSg 

ASD GENERAL ACnON UNDSS THE BSCONSIBUCTION ACTS/ 



Itot WHtary Dfitrie^-TirgitU. 

1667, March 15--G«neral Schofield prohibited 
whipping or maiming of the person as a punish- 
i^ient for «.ny crime, mi8demea,nor, or oftence. 
An order was issued, «ame day, disbanding and 
prohibiting an^ further organization w the 
i^Eulitia forces of the State. 



* For previous Orders referring to Reconstruction, see 
DSges 73-81 otf the Manual of 1867, or pages 190^207 oi the 
oomDined Mannal. 



April 2— Board of officers appointed to selael 
boards of registration, one to be an officer of the^ 
army or Freedmen's Bureau if possible, and the 
othors either army officers or honoi^ably di^' 
charged volunteer officers, or loyal citizens of 
the proper city or county, or any other loy*l 
citizen. No registering officer to oe a candidate 
for any elective o0ce. All elections suspend^^ 
till the completion of registration, vacancies tifii 
be filled by the commanding generaL All ofl- 
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c^fm-Tm^&e t)M n^yinonal goyernment to taice 
\iA test oath of March 23, 1S67. In re^isteriiig, 
wkitoB Mid colored to be entered in ^separate 

fisky 28 — ^Where civil authorities fail to give 
a4B%uat6 protectioii to all persons in ^heir rights 
OS i>«c»oa and fcoperi^, it was announced that 
xq|Utary coodBf^issioners would be appointed ; 
tu«^ b^ tho civil courts preferred in all cases 
^tijiere there if satisfactory reason to believe that 
)iM^iee will be done. 

Jane 3— 4it was held, respecting the right to 
bo j^e^tered^ that persons who volurUarUy 
joiaed the rebel anay, or persons who in that 
apijr committed voluntarily/ any hostile act, were 
di9^itali£ed4 bi|it persons who vrere forced into 
it^^t Avoided «s far as possible, doing hostile 
acts, and escaped from it as sooq as possible, 
WMM not disqualified. Persons who voted for 
the Moeasion ordinances were disqualified. 
Q^frla^ft individual soldiers food or clothing 
e^pcigh .to relieve present suffering did not work 
dmuali^cation. 

June 26 — It was decided that, as the laws of 
GoMress declared there was no legal government 
ill Vir«pnia, the Alexandria constitution does 
no4 disuranchise any persons. 

aidy 13— It was decided that the President's 
pirdon does ^t restore political rights, but 
so^f ly civile and, July 15, tliat it does not re- 
side disfranchisement which exists without it. 

Joly ?6 — ^All persons hereafter appointed to 
t«se the test o^h of July 2, 1862, in hen of that 
of March 23, i867. Sub-district commanders 
^ected to report names of all State, county 
aM muniapfd officers who are " disloyal to the 
Uikited States, and use their ofi|cial influence to 
pfevent recoi^uction under acts of Congress.*' 

Augost 16-r-A fine imposed by court, April 
27« lo67,cif two thousand dollars in "Confed- 
erate currency," was ordered scaled at the then 
rile, and f88 ,80| » lawful currency of United 
States, directed to be accepted by the court, in 

^^temb^ 13— -Election ordered iot October 
SSh on a conveip^tion { 105 delegates to be elected 
al ^e spx&e time. 

September Silrr-P^rBons subject to parde upon 
t^#itfrenfl^<i wko have avoided giving it, Mre 
directed to take the prescrioed parole wittiin 



6«$»t^ber 2^Delegates to the ^te conven- 
HojSk aot reoaired to take the oath prescribed for 
oftcers of .thf tjnited States. 

September 25— A person who held 90 office 
fo^r io the war, an4 ^i^o ^^ elected and served 
80 a member of the secession convention, and 
vtia afberwarde ,^»ged in rebellion, is jaot 
ttl0rehy dtfi^anchised^ 

October S-^Armed secret societies fprbidden. 

^l^otober 31-TTrThe regular session of the Legis- 
lature elected ;in 1866^ispensed with. 

^(ovember 2-r-Voteon convention announced: 
l^ii^9 YOtes cast, 0^ which 107,342 were for, 
and 61,887 against, a convention. December 
3j<i3ed as the tim^ -an^ hall of Hoijise of Pele- 
egates, Richmond, as the place of meeting. 
' fleoember 2^-<jkmeral 0. 0. Howard instructs 
Qtoeral 0« Brown, of Freedmen's Bureau, to 
aSow no man to ^er for food, and to ^usa^t to 



a hom,e and employment those who he asQer^ 
tains may have oeen, or may be, discharged for 
having voted as they pleased. 

December 8 — Convention met. Adjourned 
April 17, 1868, having adopted a constitution. 

1868, March 12 — Sales of property under 
deeds of trust suspended where such sales would 
result in a ruinous sacrifice or leave infirm per- 
sons without support. 

April 4— The office of Governor of Virgjnia 
havingbecome vacant hy the expiration of Gov* 
ernor rierpoint's torm, and he oeing ineligible . 
for the next term, Henry H. Wells was appointed. 

June i — General Stoneman assumed coq^** 
mand. 

No provision has thus fat i)een made for sub* ' 
mitting the constitution to a popular vote. 

Seoond Kilitazy Biatriot— ViMiA and Soatti 9kif^ 
oliiia. 

1867, April 18— General SicHes issued an of* • 
der that, it having become apparent that justiod 
to freedmen cannot be obtained in the civd - 
Courts of Edgefield and Barnwell districts, a 
provost court oe established, with jurisdiction of 
any case to which a person of color is a part^, 
except murder, arson, and rape. 

April 20 — ^No sentence of 6uch court, affecting - 
the liberty of any person, to be executed till aj^ 
proved by the commanding general. 

April 27 — Local Section in Newborn bus* 
penaed ; and officers appointed, and required to 
take the oath of March 23, 1867. 

May 8 — ^Registration announced to be begun 
on the third Monday in Julj ; registering offideri 
to be appointed, and required to take the test ^ 
oath, of July 2, 1862. 

May 15---Commanding officers of posts a^* • 
thori^ed, upon sufficient cause shbwn, to grant 
permission to public officers to catiy arms when 
necessary in the discharge of their duties. 

May 20 — Distillation of spirits from grata 
prohibited ; violation ^f this order to be ooa^ 
sidered a misdemeanor. 

May 30— Any citizen, a qualified voter undet 
the reconstruction laws, declared to be eligible id ' 
office in the provisioniStl government of Nor^A' 
and South Carolina. AH citizei^ who have paid' 
assessed taxes for the Current year declared ^ual- 
^^ed as jurors ; and Jut^ies to oe heteafter drawl 
from f3uch persons. All citizens are eligible to 
follow any licensed . calling, employment o# 
avocation, stibject to impartial regulations pre^ 
scribed by mnhicipal or other competent aotW- 
ity, the bond required as security not to ex(^ee(i 
f 100, with one or more sureties wcnrth double 
the amount of the bon4< All contracts for the 
manufacture, sale, or transportation, storage, of 
insurance of intoxicatin^E^ liquors to be treated 
as against public policy. In public conveyaft* 
ces, on railroads, hi^ways, streets, or navigame 
waters, no discrimination because of color or 
caste shall be made, and the common rights 01 
aU citizens therein shall be recognized and re* 
spected ; a violation of this regulation to be, 
dfeemed a misdemeanor, and to render the offend- 
er liable to arrest and trial by a military tri- . 
bunal, besides such damages as may be recovered 
in the civil courts, ^he remedy by distress fo* 
rent is abolished, where lands are leased or lei 
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out for hire or rent No license for the sale of 
intozicating liquors in quantities lees than one 
gallon, or to be drank on the premises, shall be 
granted to any person other than an inn-keeper. 

June 19 — Qeneral Sickles asked to be relieved 
from command of the district, and asked a court 
that he might vindicate himself from the aocnsa- 
tion of the Attorney CtoneraL 

August 1 — ^The session of the L^;islature of 
North Carolina, elected in 1866, indefinitely 
postponed. 

August 10 — Order of May 30 suspended in its 
application to the superior and county courts 
ot North Carolina, on account of the inability of 
the latter to revise the jury lists. 

August 17 — ^The finding of a court-martial 
oonfirmed, fining the captain of a steamer $250 
for refusinc a person a first-class ticket on ac- 
oount of color. It was added : ** So long as the 
laws imposed civil and political disabilities be- 
cause of servitude or color, carriers were per- 
mitted to enforce the same discrimination among 
passengers. Such disabilities and usages have 
ceased, with slavery, to have any legal sanction. 
Whatever belongs of common right to citizens, 
necessarily follows the recognition of the blacks 
•• oitisens, and belongs to them." 

September 5— The act of the Legislature of 
North Carolina, of March 7, 1867, " for the re- 
lief of executors, administrators, ixi." annulled 
•• in violation of the Constitution of the United 
States, and in violation of the acts of Congress 
passed prohibiting all acts in aid of the late re- 
Dellion. Courts directed to dismiss judgments, 
orders, and decrees, under said legislation. 

September 5— General Canby assumed com- 
mand. 

September 13 — General Canby ordered that all 
citizens assessed for taxes, ana who shall have 
paid taxes for the current year, and who are 
qualified and have been or ma^ be duly regis- 
tered as voters, are declared qualified to serve as 
jurors. Any requirement oi a property qualifi- 
cation for jurors is hereby abrogated. Toe col- 
lection of certain illegal and oppressive taxes, 
imposed in parts of mrth and South Carolina, 
was suspended. 

October 16— An election ordered in South 
Carolina, November 19 and 20, for or against a 
** convention," and for delegates to constitute 
the Convention. Violence, or threats of violence, 
or of discharge from employment, or other op 
p|ressive agencies against the free exercise of the 
right of suffrage, prohibited. All bar-rooms, 
ssJoons, <&c., orderea closed from 6 on the even- 
ing of November 18 to 6 on the morning of No- 
vember 21. Military interference, unless " ne- 
cessary to repel the armed enemies of the United 
States or to keep the peace at the polls,'* pro- 
hibited. 

October 18 — ^A similar order issued for North 
Carolina, fixing the election November 19 and 
20. 

October 19 — Order issued suspending Hon. A. 
P. Aldrich fiom the exercise of all functions as 
judge of the court of common pleas and gen- 
eral sessions ; and Gov. Orr authorized to pro- 
vide for holding his term of court, by assiening 
another judee. The election of municipal offi- 
ters in dharleston forbiddan. 



November 27— Prosecutions instituted in i 
of the courts of North Carolina for acts of v 
committed during the existence of hostilities, Itt 
violation of the true intent of the amnesty aei 
of that State of Dec. 22, 1866, were prohibited. 
Also, ordered, that all parol *' contracte, between 
any persons whatever, whereof one or more of 
them shall be a person of color," shall be o€ tlie 
same validity, faie established by the same evi- 
dence, be determined by the same rules, and be 
enforced in the same manner as in like contraeti 
where all the parties thereto are whites. 

December 3^A system of taxation estab- 
lished, for the support of the provisional gor- 
ernment of South Carolina for the year frwia 
October 1, 1867, to September 30, 1868. Appro- 
priations ordered for the various offices ana ex- 
penses of the State. 

December 28 — ^The election declared to have re- 
sulted in favor of a convention ; and the delegates 
notified to meet in Charleston, January 14, 1868. 

December 31^Convention declared carried in 
North Carolina; and the delegates notified to 
meet in Raleigh, January 14, 1868. 

December 31 — Judgments or decrees for mo- 
ney, or causes of action, from May 20, 1861, to 
April 20, 1865, in North Carolina, and from D^ 
cember 19, 1860, to April 29, 1865, in SooA 
Carolina, ordered not to be enforced, ftc. AH 
proceedings for the recovery of money for tiio 
purchase of slaves, made after January 1, 1863, 
suspended. Proceedings in any court in eitlier 
State, recognizing or sanctioning the investment 
of the funds of minor heirs, or females, or in* 
sane persons in the securities of the late rebel 
government, or the war securities of either Sti^ 
will be suspended till the validity of such in* 
vestments shall be determined by United Statei 
courts or by additional legislation. Power to 
grant licenses for the sale of liquors remitted to 
local authorities. 

1868, January 14— Conventions of both Sttikm 
met, and adjourned March 17. 

February 6— Ordinance of South Carolino 
Convention for the collection of taxes, pro- 
mulgated, and the assessors ordered to collect tiie 
taxes therein levied. State Treasurer authoriied 
to pay the expenses of the Convention. 

February 12— Same with regard to the N<Hiit 
Carolina Convention. 

February 27 — Where advances are made bf 
Qeneral B. K. Scott, assistant commissioner oi 
Bureau of Refugees, in behalf of the (Govern- 
ment of the United States, in aid of the do* 
pressed agriculture of South Carolina, these od« 
vances shall be a lien upon the produce of t&O 
plantation. 

March 13— An election to be held in Samih 
Carolina, April 14 and 16, for or against tbb 
constitution, and on the same ballot for State 
officers, and Representatives in Congress, onelto 
each of the four districts and two at large. 

March 23 — ^An election ordered for Noiib 
Carolina, April 21, 22, 23; regulations fie> 
scribed. 

April 8---Quarantine of ports of South C«^ 
Una established. 

May 2 — Constitution announced ratified fqiro 
majority of the votes actually cast by the < ** 
fied electors of South Carolina. 
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May 12— Constitution of North Carolina an- 
scranced Bimilarlyratified. 

June 15 — W. W. Holden, Governor elect of 
If OTth Carolina, called a meeting of the Legisla- 
ture for July 1. 

XUxd KiUtary District-eeorgia, Alabama, and 
Florida. 

1867, April 4— General Pope issned an order 
directing post commanders to report acts of local 
or State authorities or tribunals which discrim- 
inate against persons on account of race, color, 
or political opinion. 

April 8 — ^Registration order issued. It pro- 
Tides, among other sections : 

*' It is desirable that in all cases the registers 
shall be civilians where it is possible to obtain 
such as come within the provisions of the act 
and are otherwise suitable persons; and that 
military officers shall not be used for the pur- 
pose, except in case of actual necessity. 

'* The registers are specifically instructed to see 
that all information concerning their political 
rights is given to all persons entitled to vote 
under the act of Congress ; and they are made 
responsible that every such legal voter has the 
opportunity to record his name. 

" Interference by violence, or threats of vio- 
lence, or other oppressive means to prevent the 
registration of any voter, is positively prohib- 
ited ; and any person guilty of such interference 
shall be arrested and tried by the military author- 
ities." 

April 11 — ^Headquarters removed to Atlanta. 

April 12 — General Wager Swayne issued this 
order at Montgomery, Alabama : 
General Orders, No. 3. 

I. Complaints of hardship in the needless 
apprenticing of minors, particularly in pursu- 
ance of the preference given to the "former 
owner" in the law, have oeen almost incessant. 
It is enjoined upon probate judges, upon appli- 
cation, to revise the action taken in such cases, 
and as a rule to revoke indentures made within 
the past two years of minors who were capable 
of self-support. 

II. The attention of magistrates is called to 
the repeal by the last Legislature of the " va- 
grant law," approved December 15, 1865, and 
published with the code. Attempts which are 
tiill made to put it into execution will hereafter 
be the subject of military cognizance. 

III. The use of " chain-gangs " as a mode of 
legal punishment being found to involve serious 
abuses, will be henceforth discontinued, except 
in connection with the penitentiary. 

May 1 — The use of the *' chain-gang" as a 
mode of legal punishment in Georgia is ordered 
discontinued, except in cases connected with 
prisoners sentenced to the penitentiary. 

May 21 — The States of Georgia and Alabama 
divided into registration districts, the boards of 
registration for each district to consist of two 
trnite registers and one colored, each to take the 
test oath of July 2, 1862. Violence and threats 
prohibited. 

May 29— The duties of mayor, chief of police, 
Ac., defined, in view of the not at Mobile. 

June 17— -Special instructions given to regis- 
tenng boards m Florida. 



Augnst 2— No civil court will entertain any 
action l^Kainst officers or soldiers, or others, for 
acts performed in accordance with the orders of 
the military authorities. All such suits now 
pending to be dismissed. 

August 12 — Ordered, that all advertisements 
or other official publications under State or mu- 
nicipal authority shall be made in such news- 
papers only as have not opposed and do not op- 
pose reconstruction under acts of Congress, nor ! 
attempt to obstruct the civil officers appointed ' 
by the military authorities. : 

August Id—Grand and petit jurors, and all 
other jurors, shall hereafter he taken exclusively 
from the lists of voters without discrimination, 
as registered. Sheriffs to require jurors to swear 
that they have been registered. Jurors already 
drawn shall take this oath or be replaced by 
those who can. 

August 26— Oeneral Pope disclaimed the pur- 
pose to interfere with the relation of debtor and 
creditor under State laws, not considering a stay 
law to be within his province to adjust. 

August 31 — An election ordered in Alabama 
on a convention, and for delegates, October 1, 
to continue three days. 

September 19 — A* like election ordered for 
Georgia, October 29, to continue three days. 

October 30 — Polls ordered to be kept open till 
6 p. m., November 2. 

October 6 — A like election for Florida, Novem- 
ber 14, to continue three days. 

October 18 — Convention "declared carried in 
Alabama, names of delegates announced, and 
convention directed to meet in Montgomery, 
November 5. 

October 19 — Post and detachment command- 
ers directed to furnish to the proper civil officers 
such military aid as may be needed to enable 
them to collect taxes imposed by the laws of the 
State. 

November 5 — ^Alabama Convention met ; ad« 
journed December 6. 

November 7 — General Swayne ordered, for the 
purpose of securing to agricultural laborers pay- 
ment for the labor of this year, a lien in their 
favor upon the crops grown on the farms on 
which they are respectively employed, said lien 
to attach from date and be subordinate to prior 
liens. 

November 19 — Convention'declared carried in 
Georgia, names of delegates announced, and 
Convention directed to meet in Atlanta, Decem- 
ber 9. 

November 26— Payment of expenses of Ala- 
bama Convention by State treasurer authorized. 

December 9 — Georgia Convention met; ad- 
journed March 11. 1868. 

December 20 — Election on Alabama constitu- 
tion ordered for February 4, 1868, to continue 
four days. Lists of voters to be revised for four- 
teen days prior to election. State officers and 
Representatives in Congress to be voted for at 
same time, as provided by the election ordinance. 

December 27 — All military organizations ex- 
pressly prohibited; and no parading of armed 
men permitted, except of United States troops. 

December 28 — Convention declared carried in 
Florida; delegates announced, and called to 
meet at Tallahassee, January 20, 1868. 
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Jaauary 10— The ordinance of the Alabama 
Convention, to stAy the collection of debts, was 
annoanced as to be deemed to have taken efifect 
from this date, and continue in full force unless 
the pending constitution should not be accepted ; 
but if it be adopted, the ordinance to be valid 
till Congress shall act on the constitution. 

January 11 — State officers admonished not to 
interfere, under color of State authority, with 
the exercise of military authority in the States 
composing this district. 

January J.2 — General Meade sent this tele- 
gram: 
**43eneral V. 8. Orakv : 

** Unlets the pending bill in Oongreas. directfne military 
OomroaDdera to fill all offices in the State under their com- 
mand, retdndfl the teat oatii and provides for selection from 
qualified voters, I am informed ita execution in this district 
will be entirely impracttcable.** 

January 13— This order was issued : *' Charles 
J» Jenkins, Provisioufil Governor, and Jno. Jones, 
provisional treasurer, of the State of Georgia, 
paving declined to respect the instructions of 
and failed to co-operate with the major general 
commanding the tnird military district, are here- 
by removed from office." Brevet Brigadier Gen- 
eral Thomas H. Ruger am)ointed Governor, and 
Brevet Captain Charles F. Bockwell to be trea- 
surer of Georgia. 
. January 15 — Order issued, that the freguency 
of reported outrages, and the accompanying ex- 
pression of opinion of subordinate officers, that 
DO justice is to be expected from the civil author- 
ities, require notice and action on the part of the 
major general commanding, who instructs the 
military to co-operate with the civil in detecting 
Efud capturing criminals, but states that where 
the civil authorities fail to do their duty, he will 
Uke prompt action for the punishment of crim- 
inals and the removal from office of derelict civil 
ojicers. 

January 16 — The Georgia ordinance of relief, 
of December 12, 1867, was announced as having 
taken effect, till the Convention take further 
aption, or further orders are issued* 

January 17 — John T. Burns removed as 
comptroller, and Captain Charles Wheaton ap- 
pointed his successor, who was also appointed 
secretary of State, vice N. C. Barnett, removed. 

January 20-^Florida Convention met; ad- 
j plumed February 25. 

January 29 — The Florida ordinance of re- 
lief, of January 21, 1868, given effect as in the 
case of Georgia. 

February 2 — The order of August 12 last 
modified so as to apply only to such newspa{>ers 
as attempt to obstruct in any manner the civil 
oiicers appointed by the military, in the dis- 
charge of their duty, Dy threats of violence, 
prosecution, or other penalty to be enforced as 
icon as military protection is withdrawn. 

February 3---Kegistered voters may vote any- 
where in the State on constitution, on proof of 
registration. 

February 4 — 8,114 less than half the regis- 
tered vote of Alabama cast for the constitution. 

February 11 — The assistant commissioner of 
freeduien's affairs urged freedmen to make con- 
tracts for the present year, and to disregard the 






)>a4 advice «ven them Vy o^iMn apt iv , 
contracts but await relief uron^ 1^e>MIaD^ 
yention. 

February 22 — Imprisonment for debt in Geoiv 
gia prohibited, in accordance with AH o^diBaQ^M^ 
of the Convention. 

Febnuffy 28^A11 cdvH eoorts Md o&eem 
whose duty it is to provide for the relief of pau- 
pers, shall extend relief to all pezsone entitled to 
relief, as such, without May discrinuni^tion as to 
race or color. 

March 14 — A? election ordered in Georgia^ 
to commence April 20, 1868, t9 continue four ^ 
days, on the ratification of the constitution 
adopted by the Convention ; State officers an4, 
Bepresentatives in Congress to be voted for nk 
same time. 

March 16 — An election ordered in Florida, first 
Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday of May, for 
like purposes. 

March 18 — In all the jails and other prisons, 
colored prisoners are to receive the same food, 
in quality and quantity, as white prisoners, and 
the sheriffs shall get the same fe^ K)r victualling 
all classes of prisoners. 

March 26 — Freedmen being threatened with 
discharge, " for the purpose oi controlling their 
votes, or of restraining them from voting," bu- 
reau officers were directed by the superint-end- 
ent of registration, E. Hulbert, to report all caaet 
of interference with their political rights. 

April 3 — General Meade, on being applied to^ 
expressed the opinion that Judge Irwin was ia- 
eliiible for the governorship of Georgia. April 
4, he gave the opinion that General John B. 
Gordon was eligible, under the acts of Congresaifs 

April 4 — General Meade issued an order, ol 
which this is the first paragraph : 

" I. The recent assassination at Columbus, Ga., 
of the Hon. G. W. Ashburn, l^te a member (J 
the Constitutional Convention of said State, an.4 
other acts of violence and atrocity committed 
about the same time in various parts of this c^- 
trict, and the simultaneous pubucation ef incea- 
diarv articles, and the receipt by many personi 
of ttireatening letters, indicating a concert ^ 
action, by violence and intimidation, to alarm 
and overawe a large part of the population^ and- 
by this means affect the result^ of pending elec- 
tions in this district, all of which acts appar- 
ently emanate from a secret organization, for 
no good purpose, which seems to be rapidly 
spreading through these States, make it neces- 
sary for the commanding general to warn aJ) 
persons against the commission of such acts, tht 
publication of such articles, the sending of such 
letters, or connecting themselves with such eyu 
organizations, and to assure all the good people (^. 
this district that he will use all tne powers ai 
possesses to protect them in the peaceable enjoy- 
ment of their homes and property, and in .toe 
exercise of their personal rights and political 
privileges. 

'* Military and civil officers are directed to arre|l 
and brin^ to trial persons who may print a^ql 
circulate incendiary papers or threatening letters; 
and conductors of newspapers and other priBt* 
ing offices are prohibited from publishing artidttl 
tending to produce intimidatioUi riot, or blood- 
shed ; public writers and spea^^^rs are en|ou|L^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



-l^age 6lJ 



Didfifdt OI' OtoBBSy BtC. 



831 



lo T«fraan from iaflaiamatoxy appeajst and miH- 
lary aad mankipal officero required to organize 
patrols to detect such persons as avail themdelves 
of the seeveoy of the night for executinA their 
criminal pnrposes. GK>od citizens are called on 
to aid in preserving the peace, and are admon- 
ished tiiai if intimidation and violence are not 
ohecked, hloody retaliation may be provoked." 
April 6 ^General Meade ordered an election 
in Ge(»:gia, April 20, for Governor, General As- 
sembly, oomily officers, and Eepresentativee in 
^Congress. 

^Tonrth MiHtary Diitriot-Mlisisiippi aad At- 
kanssi. 

1867, April 6-— Headquarters transferred to 
Vicksbnrg. 

April 13-^<}eneral orders or oircnlars of the 
tesistant commissioner of refugees to be snb- 
mitted, prior to promulgation, to General Ord. 

April 15— No elections to be held for any 
purpose, till a registration of voters be made. 
Freedmen urged not to neglect their business to 
engage in political discussions, but to continue 
to })rovide for themselves and families, lest ** a 
famine may come and they have no food.** Due 
notice will be given of the times and places for 
registration. 

May 6— Attention ealled to ihe prevaleno* of 
horse-stealing, and post commanders directed to 
exert themselves to Dreak it up. 

May 13 — Instructions to registering officers 
directed the exclusion of all jpersons who held 
an office under the General (Government prior 
to the war, and who afterwards engaged in or 
gave aid and comfort to rebellion. Kegisters 
not permitted to be candidates for Convention, 
or to make speeches, or electioneer for or against 
any candidate for office. 

June 12— Sales of land, implements, stocky 
&c., under authority of State courts, where the 
cause of action accrued prior to January 1, 1866, 
stayed till December 80, 1867, to go into effect 
in Missrssi^i June 20, and in Arkansas June 30. 
Illicit distilling of corn into whiskey, prohib- 
' ited ; property seized for violation of this order 
to be sold for the benefit of the poor. 

June 17 — A poll-tax having been imposed 
' upon freedmen by the county Doards of police 
in Mississippi, under Section II of the act of 
Legislature of November 24, 1865,* " An aoi to 
amend the vagrant laws," it beings so far as it 
discriminates aeainst freedmen, manifestly con- 
trary to the civu rights act, all civil officers are 
forbidden to collect it. 

June 29— An order issued, reciting that, as 
mistaken ideas on the subject of regis^ring and 
voting may spread or arise among the freemen 
in this district, which, if not corrected, would 
tend to prevent them from registering and 
voting, sub- district commanders wiU direct the 
agents of the Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, 
and Abandoned Lands to visit every important 
plantation within their reach and instruct the 
n>6edmen upon these points. They and regis- 
ters will intorm the freedmen that the registva- 
^ tioi^, where their names have to be enterS and 
an oath taken, is not for the purpose of impos- 
ing any tax, or holding them to any military or 
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other service, but simply to enable them to sharo 
equally with the white men in the privilege of 
choosing who shall hold office in the county, 
State, and United States wherein they reside, 
and that unless they register they may be de^ 
prived of this privilege. 

Whenever freedmen are interfered with, threat- 
ened or deprived of any advantage, place, or hire, 
on account of their registering or showing a wish 
to register, they will be informed it is their duty 
to report, such interference or deprivation, sd 
that the party offending may be dealt with ac* 
cording to law. Registers and officers of the 
army throughout the district will report all such 
offenders to the assistant adjutant general at 
these headouarters, with the names of witnesses, 
date, and places given carefully, so that the o^ 
fence may be punished. 

July 29— An order issued notifying all State 
and municipal officers that any attempt to ren^ 
der nugatory the action of Congress designed 
to promote the better government of tbe reb^ 
States, by speeches or demonstrations at public 
meetings in opposition thereto, will be deemed 
sufficient cause for their summary removal. The 
same prohibition in regard to speeches will be 
applied to all officers holding appointments from 
these head(^uarters, and to officers of the army 
in this district. 

August 13 — An order issued, that the general 
commanding having been credibly informed that 
in some instances land-holders within this dis- 
trict are, without legal cause, but upon frivolous 
pretexts, driving off their laborers, with a view 
to withhold their arrears of wages, or share in 
the growing crops, assistant commissioners of 
the Sureau of Refugees, Freedmen, and Aban- 
doned Lands will instruct their subordinates 
carefully to investigate every such case which 
may come to their knowledge, affording all the 
parties a full hearing, so that, should the cir- 
cumstances as developed disclose, on the part of 
the employers, cruel treatment of tbe laborer. Or 
an attempt to defraud him of his wages, the of- 
fender may be brought to trial before a military 
commission. 

Where laborers on the crop Of 1866 have not 
been paid, the removal of the crop is prohibited 
till the claim can be adjusted by three referees, 
(one to be selected by each party and the third 
by them,) " the courts of the States in this dis- 
trict not being open to persons too poor to give 
bonds." 

August 31 — ^It was held that an attorney or 
counsellor at law is not an officer in the sense of 
the acts of Congress relating to registration, and 
voting for secession was giving aid and comfort 
to the enemies of the United States. 

September 6 — Where a person, indicted for a 
criminal offence, can prove by two credible wit- 
nesses that he was a loval man during the i*e- 
bellion, believes that he cannot bjr reason of 
that fact get a fair and impartial trial bv jury, 
the court will not proceed to try the case, but the 
papers shall be transmitted to these headquar- 
ters. As freed people bear their share of taxa- 
tion, no denial to them of the benefit of those 
laws will be tolerateot and a refusal or neglect 
to provide properly for colored paupers will bo 
treated as a dereliction of official duty. 
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Sq^Umber ^-^The awombling of aarmed or- 
g^aixations or bodies of cituens, under any pre- 
tence whatever, is prohibited. 

September 10— Persons connected with the 
rebel armies, who have avoided taking the parole 
oath, will, within 30 days, report, ana take it 

Sq>tember 2&— Registration having been com- 
pleted, an dection for or aeainst a convention, 
and for delegates, will be held on the first Tues- 
day in November. Judges and clerks of election 
to take the test oath ; r^istration to be revised 
for fourteen days prior to election; sheriff of 
each county made responsible for good order ; 
public bar-rooms closed ; no register, judge, or 
derk, to be a candidate. 

Sentember 27 — ^Election for convention or- 
dered in Arkansas, first Tuesdav in November. 

December 5— It was ordered that, in conse- 
quence of stolen goods being sold or delivered 
after dark, traders and all other parties are forbid 
purchasing or delivering country supplies after 
Bunset till market hour in the morning, and 
making such sale or delivery a military offence. 

December 5 — ^A " Convention*' declared car- 
ried by a majority of the rej^tered vote in each 
State. The delegates for Mississippi are called 
to meet at Jackson, on January 7, and of Ar- 
kansas at Little Rock on January 7. All per- 
sons not in the military service, and not properly 
engaged in executing the laws, are prohioited 
from carrying concealed weapons. 

December 12 — Whenever a citizen is arrested 
by the military, he will be at once furnished 
with a written copy of ihe charges. Writs of 
habeat corpus by United States courts will be in 
all cases obeyed and respected by all officers of 
the military service in this command. 

December 14 — Sheriffs and other peace officers 
are requested to be pr<)pared, with the aid of the 
posse eomUcUuSf to arrest, disarm, and confine 
offenders against the peace and ^ood order of 
the community ; vagrancy and crime are to be 
■uppressed. This order covered a proclamatioD 
of Governor Humphreys, of December 9, to this 
effect: 

Whereas comminications have been received 
at this office, from gentlemen of high official 
and social position in different portions of the 
State, ezpressJng serious apprehensions that 
combinations via conspiracies are being formed 
among the b(acks, " to seize the lands and es- 
tablish farms, expecting and hoping that Con- 
cress will arrange a plan of division and distri- 
bution/* *'but unless this is -done by January 
next, they will proceed to help themselves, and 
are determined to go to war, and are confident 
that th<r|^ will be victors in any conflict with the 
whiten,* and furnish names of persons and 
places; iuid 

Whereas similar communications have been 
received at headquarters fourth military district, 
and referred to me for my action, and the co- 
operation of the civil authorities of the State, 
with the United States military, in suppressing 
violence and maintaining order and peace — 

Now, therefore, I, Benjamin G. Humphreys, 
Governor of Mississippi, do issue this my proc- 
lamation, admonishing the black race, that if 
any such hopes or expectations are entertained, 
you have been grossly deceived, and if any com- 



binations or conspiracies have been formed, to 
carry into effect such porpoees by lawless vio-t 
lence, I now warn you tnat yon cannot stio* 
oeed. 

Upon the reference of the papers refnred to 
in this nroclamation to General Ord, he, under 
date of November 2, instructed General Gillem 
to learn what white men have been advising the 
freedmen to take arms, seise lands, or do any 
other iUeeal act, and to instruct the leading 
freedmen Siat Congress has no intention to take 
land from the late masters for the benefit of 
former slaves. General Gillem ordered promptly ' 
to arrest all incendiaries. Gov. Humphrejrs, in 
his proclamation, admonished the whites that, 
as tney prised constitutional Hberty for them- 
selves, they most accord to the black race the 
full measure of their righte, privileges, and 
liberties secured to them bv theCk>nstitutioQ and 
laws of the land; that they must deal justly 
with the blacks, and in no case undertake to re- 
dress wrongs, except in the mode and manner 
authorised by law. 

December 16 — ^It was declared that boards of 
arbitration for the protection of laborers, would 
be hereafter appointed only where a laborer may 
complain that nis wages or share of the crop is 
wrongfully withheld from him, and where a 
landlord or merchant may complain that the 
planter has fraudulently assigned to the laborer 
an undue share of the crop, to the injury of the 
complainant 

December 17— -All freedmen who are able will 
be required to earn their support during the 
coming year. Those who can, but will not 
work, will be liable to arrest as vagrants. 

December 19 — County courts in Arkansas di* 
rected to make immediate provision for their 
poor. 

December 21 — ^Result of election in Arkansas 
on convention officiallv declared, and conven- 
tion directed to assemble. 

1868, January 7 — ^Arkansas Convention met; 
adjourned February 11. Same day — ^Mississippi 
Convention met; adjourned May 18. 

Jiuiuary 9 — ^An order was issued restoring to 
the civil courts of Mississippi the jurisdiction 
of general cases of horse-stealing, £c.; though, 
should it appear that any person charged with 
this crime could not obtain an impartial trial by 
reason of his political sentiments or his race, the 
jurisdiction shall still remain in the hands of the 
military. 

January 27 — ^Hereafter all questions arising 
from settlements of crops, and generally the re- 
lations of debtors and creditors of civil suitors, 
will be left to the proper civil courts, except 
such cases affecting the rights of freedmen, or 
others, as by acts of Congress are specially com- . 
mitted to the care of l£e Bureau of Eefugeee, { 
Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands. i 

February 4 — ^The general commanding re-' 
fused to issue an order for the relief of debtors, 
believing that the homestead and exemption 
laws of Stississippi placed every one beyond ^e 
necessity of sucn protection. 

February 14 — Election on constitution of Ar» 
kansas. State officers, and Representatives ia 
Congress, ordered for March 14. 

l&roh 14— Election held in Arkansas 
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April 13 — Remits to civil courts jurisdiction 
of any violation of the laws of the State of Mis- 
sissippi in relation to carrying concealed 
weapons. 

May 19 — An election was ordered to be held 
in Mississippi, Jane 22, on the ratification of the 
constitution and for the election of members of 
Congress and State officers. 

June 4— General McDowell assumed command 
of the department. 

June 16 — He removed (Governor Humphreys 
of Mississippi and Attorney General Hooker, 
and appointed General Adelbert Ames military 
governor, and Captain Jasper Myers attorney 
general. _^___ 

nfth MiUtarj Diitrict—Louiiiana and Texas. 

March 28 — No elections will be held till the 
reconstruction laws shall have been complied 
with. 

April 8 — ^An election in the parish of Living- 
ston, Louisiana, annulled. 

April 20 — Registration boards appointed. 

April 27 — General Griffin, reciting that per- 
sons disqualified by law are drawn to serve as 
jurors in the civil courts of Texas, directed that 
hereafter no person shall be eligible to serve as 
a juryman until he shall have taken the test- 
oath of July 2, 1862. The second section of 
the civil rights act was published for the guid- 
ance of officials authorized to impannel Jurors. 
[General Griffin vindicated this order. May 29, 
stating it was not his intention to prescribe 
whether jurors should be white or black ; but to 
prevent the filling the jur^-boxes with men of 
secession antecedents, inimical to the General 
Government, and hostile towards Union citizens, 
who were applying from all parts of the State for 
protection against the unjust action of the courts.] 

May 2 — ^An order issued, reciting that an act 
of the Legislature of Louisiana, of February 12, 
1866, providing that officers and men of the po- 
lice force of New Orleans shall read and write 
the English language, and have resided upwards 
of five consecutive years in the city, having been 
passed for the purpose of excluaing ex-Union 
soldiers from the police force, and every ex-Union 
soldier had been discharged from it to make 
room for those of rebellious antecedents, so much 
of the act as requires the five years' residence 
was suspended, and a residence of two years 
adopted. The mayor, Edward Heath, ordered 
to adjust the police force so that at least one- 
half shall be composed of ex-Union soldiers. 

May 3 — New board of levee commissioners 
i^ppointed. 

May II — Registration boards notified that 
false certificates of naturalization have been is- 
sned from some of the district courts of 3^ew 
Orleans, and to report them whenever found. 

May 16 — The carrying of fire-arms in New 
Orleans prohibited except by those authorized or 
required by law to do so in discharging official 
daties. 

May 25— <!ollection of taxes in Texas levied 
during the rebellion prohibited. 

June 3 — ^The order appointing a new board of 
levee commissioners suspended, under President 
Johnson's directions. J. Madison Wells having 
I9ad« himself an impediment to the faithfdl exe- 



cution of the reeonttmotion act, was removed 
as Governor of Louisiana, and Thomas J. Duraat 
appointed thereto. William Baker appointed 
street commissioner of New Orleans, in place of 
the incumbent, removed for neglecting to keep 
the streets of the city clean. 

June 6 — ^Benjamin F. Flanders appointed Gov- 
ernor, in place of Mr. Durant dechned. 

June 10 — ^The act of the Legislature of Texas, 
October 11, 1866, passed to get rid of Judge 
Thomas H. Stribling and W. T. Bacon, Union 
men, because of their political opinions, was 
annulled. 

June 29 — Registration extended till furthei 
orders, by direction of President Johnson. 

July 19 — Registration ordered to cease on the 
31st instant. 

July 27 — The old board of levee commission- 
ers reinstated. 

July 30 — J. W. Throckmorton, Governor of 
Texas, removed as an impediment to reconstruct 
tion, and E. M. Pease appointed. 

August 3 — Civil tribunals in Texas ordered to 
disregard an act of legislation, November 1, 1866, 
regulating contracts for labor. 

August 8 — Judge Edward Dougherty, 12th 
district of Texas, removed for denying the su- 
premacy of the laws of Congress, and Edward 
basse appointed. 

August 17 — Election ordered in Louisiana on 
a convention and for delegates, September 27 
and 28, the Convention to consist of 98 members. 
Commissioners of election ordered to do every- 
thing requisite to secure a full and impartial 
expression of the opinions and wishes of the 
people through the ballot-box. 

August 22 — General Griffin issued an order, at 
Galveston, that all distinctions on account of 
color, race, or previous condition, by railroads, 
or other chartered companies, that are common 
carriers, are forbidden in the district of Texas. 

August 24 — Registration being complete, no 
person not registered in accordance with law 
shall be considered " a duly qualified voter of 
the State of Louisiana." Only those duly regis- 
tered are eligible, under the laws of Louisiana, 
as jurors; and the necessary revision of the jury 
lists is ordered to be made immediately, the State 
exemption from jury duty to remain in force. 

September l—General Sheridan relieved. 

September 6 — General Charles Griffin, upon 
whom the command temporarily devolved, tele- 
graphed General Hartsuff, A. A. G., from Gal- 
veston, to transact* all business as if General 
Sheridan had remained in command and received 
his anticipated leave of absence. 

September General Joseph A. Mower as- 
sumed command. 

September 17 — The assembling of armed men 
for political and other purposes, and posting 
them as sentinels or videttes, prevalent in vari- 
ous parts of Louisiana, are prohibited. 

September 19 — ^AU persons subject to parole, 
now domiciled in Louisiana and Texas, ordered 
to give their paroles within thirty days. 

September 28 — All persons duly registered in 
Texas, and no others, will be eligible as jurors. 

October 21 — Convention declar^ carried, and 
deleeates ordered to meet in New Orleans N6- 
vember 23. 
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November tt— Smny T. H»y^ removed m 
Sheriff of New Orleans, and 6^rge W. Avety 
appointed. 

November 12— R. King Ontler appoint^jtidge^ 
in place of A. Oazabat, resigned. 

November 21 — Albert Voorbies removed at 
Lientenant Qovemor, and several other State 
officers ; and, November 22, this order was sus- 
pended. 

November 2d— General \^nfieldS: Hancock 
assnmed command. He issned this order: 

II. The general commanding is gratified to 
learn that peace and quiet reign in this depart* 
ment. It Will be his purpose to preserve this 
condition of things. As a means to this great 
end, he regards the maintenance of the civil 
authorities m the faithful execution of the laws 
as the most efficient, under existing circum- 
stances. 

In war it ft indispensable to repel force by 
force, and overthrow and destroy opposition to 
lawful authority. But when insurrectionary 
force has been overthrown and peace established, 
and the civil authorities are ready and willing 
to perform their duties, the military power 
should cease to lead, and the civil administra- 
tion resume its natural and rightful dominion. 
Solemnly impressed With these views, the gen- 
eral announces that the great principles of 
American liberty still are the lawful inheritance 
of this people and ever should be. The right of 
trial by jury, the habeas corpus, the liberty of 
. the press, the freedom of speecn, and the natural 
rights of persons, and the rights of property, 
must be preserved. 

Free institutions, while they are essential to 
the prosperity and happiness of the people, 
always furnish the strongest inducements to 
peace and order. Crimes and offenses committed 
m this district must be referred to the consider- 
ation and judgment of the regular civil tribu- 
nals, and those tribunals will be supported in 
their lawful jurisdiction. 

Should there be violations of existing laws,, 
which are not inquired into by the civil magis- 
trates, or should failures in the administration 
of justice by the courts be complained of. the 
eases will be reported to these headquarters, 
when such orders will be made as may be deemed 
necessary. 

"While the general thns indicates his purpose 

to respect the liberties of the people, he wishes 

all to understand that arpied insurrections or 

forcible resistance to the law will be instantly 

Suppressed by arms. 

I By command of Major General W. S Hancoclc. 

W. G. Mitchell, 

Bvt. Lieut, Ool.t Acting AssUt. Adft Gen, 

December 2 — E. King Cutler's appointment as 
judge revoked; and, December 3, A. Cazabat 
appointed. 

December 5— Uris order was issued by General 
Hancock : 

The true and proper use of military power, 
besides defending the national honor aeainst 
foreign nations, is to uphold the laws and civil 
government, and to secure to every person re* 
siding among us the enjoyment of lite, liberty, 
and property. It is accordingly made,, by act of 
Congress, the duty of the commancfer of this 



dfstiiist to protect all pei^ns in these righli, fo 
suppress disorder ana violence, and to pnnisp, 
or cause to be punished, i^ <&turbers of tile 
public peace ana criminals. 

The commanding general has been officially 
informed that the administration of justice, ana 
especially of criminal justice, in the courts is 
clogged, if not entirely frustrated, by the eii* 
forcement of paragraph No. 2 of the military 
order numbered: Special Orders 125, currtfnit 
series, from these headquarters, issned on tiia 
24th of August, A. D. 1867, relative to tlie 
qualifications of persons to be placed on ibe jury 
lists of the State of Louisiana. 

To determine who shall and who shall not be 
juroie appertains to the legislative power ; aad 
until the laws in existence regulating this subject 
shall be amended or changed by that depart- 
ment of the civil government, which the i^" 
stitutions of all the States under our republieicn 
system vest with that power, it is deemed best 
to carry out the will of the people as expre«Mfd 
in the last legislative act upon tnis subject. 

The qualification of a juror under the law is 
a proper subject for the decision of the coUtla. 
The commanding general, in the discharge of 1^ 
trust reposed in nim, will maintain the jost 
power of the judiciary, and is unwilling to jpof- 
mit the civil authorities and laws to be emba^ 
rassed by military interference ; and as it is a& 
established fact that the administratidn of jnstlai 
in the ordinary tribunals is greatly embarrassed 
by the operations of Paragraph No. 2, Special 
Orders No. 125, current series, from these nead- 
quarters, it is ordered that said paragraph,wbioh 
relates to the qualifications of jnrors to be placed 
on the jury-lists of the State of Louisiana, be, 
and the same is hereby, revoked, and that ^e 
trial by jury be henceforth regulated and cbii- 
trolled by the Constitution and civil laws, with- 
out regard to any military orders heretofore Si- 
sued from these headquarter^. 

December 18 — Election ordered in Texas on ft 
convention, and for delegates, February 10, I}, 
12, 13, and 14, 1868. 

1868, January 1 — General Hslnbock issued dus 
order : 

Applications have been m&de at thes^ head- 
quarters implying the existence of an arbitrary 
authority in the commanding general toucb^g 
purely civil controversies. One petitioner eo- 
licits this action, another that, and each ref^ 
to some special consideration of grace or favbr, 
which he supposes to exist and which should in- 
fluence this aepartment. The number of such 
applications, and the waste of time they involve, 
make it necessary to declare that the adminis- 
tration of civil justice appertains to the regular 
courts. The rights of litigants do not depend en 
the vi^ws of the general. They are to be ad- 
judged and settled according to the laws. Arbi- 
trary power, such as he has b^en urged to 0^ 
sume, bas no existence bete. It iiB not foni)^ ia 
the laws of Louisiana or Texas. It cannot be 
derived from any act or acts of Congress. It is 
restrained by a constitution, and prohibited ficota 
action in many particulars. 

The major general commanding takes ooe^^ 
to repeat that, while disclaiming judicial, fuu^ 
tions in civif cases, be Can iUxSqi Ho fbrcibfe'f^ 
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Bistance to the ezecati(m of proceseeB tyf the 
courts. 

By command of Major Qeneral Hancock. 

Q. 1. HABTBtytJ, il. ^. O. 
January 2— Mr. Joshua Baker appointed Qov- 
erzior in place of Hon. B. F. Flanaers, resigned. 
January 8 — Mr. Baker took the oath of oflice 
as Governor of Lonisiana. 

In May, 1867, General Sheridan distrihuted 
mecBoranda of diaqnalifications, and questions 
to be proposed for the registers. Their sub- 
stance was to declare disqualiaed all who had 
acted as United States Senators or Representa- 
tives, electors, officers of the army and navy, 
civil officers of the United States, and all State 
officers provided for by the constitution of the 
State prior to January 26, 1861, who had after- 
^wtirds engaged in the rebellion, and all who, in 
1S62 and 1864, claimed protection of foreign 
Powers. If any person applying to be regis- 
tered, having held such office, declared that he 
had been engaged in the rebellion, or if the reg- 
isters knew them to have been so, they must not 
be registered. 

On the 11th of January, 1868, General Han* 
cock set aside these memoranda, declaring that 
he dissented from the construction given to the 
reconstruction laws therein, inasmuch as it ap- 
plied to the officers of municipal and charitable 
Qorporations, which were not included in the act 
of March 23, 1867, and whose exclusion is di- 
rectly contrary to that of July 19. Orders the 
registers to be guided by their own interpreta- 
tion of the laws and the XlVth Constitutional 
Amendment. 

February 7 — ^Por proceeding to hold an elec- 
tion, in contempt ot orders from headquarters, 
oertoin members of the board of aldermen of 
Net<r Orleans were removed and others appoint- 
ed in their place. 

February 27 — ^The preceding order was re- 
voked by direction of General Grant. 

March 11 — Election ordered in Louisiana on 
April 17 and 18, on the constitution adopted by 
tiie Convention. 

March 13 — ^It was decided that a pardon did 
not entitle a person to be registered, if he would 
have been disqualified without the pardon. 

March 25 — Election ordered for State officers 
and Representatives in Congress at the same time 
iri^ the vote on the constitution. 

May 13 — The result of the election declared, 
17,413 majority for the constitution. 

June 2---The names of the members of the 
Ckneral Assembly, State officers, parish officers, 
and judicial officers were announced. The Gen- 
eral Assembly was forbidden to convene till the 
oommanding general was officially notified of 
the acceptance by Congress of the constitution, 
after which he would appoint a day for their 
meeting to act on the AlVth constitutional 
amendment. The civil government hereby 
provided for is provisional in its character until 
a^r the adoption of the XlVth constitutional 
aaiendment. Article 158 of the new constitu- 



tioii of the State provides that the terms of 
office of all civfl officers elected under it shall 
date from the first Monday in November follow- 
ing tile election. Therefore, the officers whose 
election is herein announced will only enter 
upon and hold their offices from that date. A 
vacancy occurring in any office in the meantime 
will be filled preferably hy the person who has 
been elected to it 

If any of the officers whose election is herein 
announced shall be disqualified on the first Mon- 
day in November, 1868, to hold office, the in- 
cumbent at that date will hold over until the 
disability shall have been removed or a new 
election held. 

June 6— The municipal officers chosen were 
announced and ordered to be installed in New 
Orleans on the 10th inst., and in other places oil 
the seventh day after the receipt of the order. 

June 6 — The chairman of the board of regis- 
tration, S. B. Packard, issued a proclamation 
reciting the provisons of the constitution requir- 
ing all civil officers to enter on their duties oa 
the second Monday after the official promul- 

gation of the election returns, and requiring the 
General Assembly to'meet on the thinl Monday 
after such promulgation ; declaring that the 
commanding general had violated such pro- 
vision, and that to the board of regisU-ation had 
been delegated by the Convention* the power to 
inaugurate the new State government ; notifies 
all officers to take possession of their offices, and 
the General Assembly to meet, on the days above 
named. 

The same day Mr. Packard was arrested, but 
released on recognizance to appear before a mili- 
tary commission to be immediately organized. 

June 8— Chneral Grant telegraphed to General 
Buchanan as follows : 

In view of the legisration now pending relative to 
the admission of Louisiana, I would suggest saspen^ 
sion of all action iir caseof Fbckard's arrest and triaL 
U.S^OaAiiT, GenerdL 

Same day — General Buchanan accordingly 
announced a suspension of arrest and further 
action respectin]e'rackard and the other mem- 
bers of the boara of registration. 

June 16— The Constitutional Convention of 
Texas passed a resolution urging upon Congress 
the necessity of authorizing the organization by 
that body of a military force in the several 
counties of Texas, to act in conjunction with, 
and under the direction of, the military com- 
mander therein, for the protection of the lives 
and property of the citizens now every day 
being, preyed upon by assassins and robbers to 
an extent unparalleled in the history of civil- 
ized communities in times of peace, a.nd which, 
if not speedily arrested, must result in the de- 
struction of social order ; and that if protection 
be not speedily provided in some form by the 
national Government to the loyal and law-abid- 
ing citizens of Texas, they will be compelled, in 
the sacred right of self-defence, to organize for 
their own protection 
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ABSTRACTS OF THE NEW CONSTITUTIONS 

(Sf MARYLAND AND NEW YORK, ALABAMA, ARKANSAS, FLORIDA, LOUISIANA, GEOR- 
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CkmttitatioiL of KaryUnd «dtptod in 1867. \ 

In the declaration of rights are the following : 

That the people of this State have the -sole and 
xolttnv« nsht of regulating the internal gov- 
ernment and police thereof, as a free, sovereign. 
Mid in<kpendent State. 

That the levying of taxes by the poll is griev- 
ons and oppressive, and ought to be prohibited ; 
that paupers ought not to be assessed for the 
eupport of the government. 

Thai slavery ^shall not be re-established in 
&is State; but.having been abolished under the 
|K>licy and authoritv of the United States, com- 
pensation in consiaeration thereof is due from 
the United States. 

That no religions test ought ever to be re- 
quired, as a qualification for any office of profit 
or trust in this State, other than a declaration 
of belief in t^e existence of Qod ; nor shall the 
Legislatore prescribe any other oath of office 
than Uie oatn prescribed iby the constitution. 

All elections bv ballot:; voters are white male 
citizens of the United States, twenty- one years 
of age and upwards, who have resided in the 
State one year and six months in the district in 
which he offers to vote. Sec. 5 provides a uni- 
form registration of voters. Sec. 6 fixes the 
oath of office to support the Constitution of 
United States, and bear true allegiance to the 
State of Maryland, and support its constitution 
and laws, &c. 

, Art. 2, sec. 17 gives governor the veto power ; 
a three-fifths vote of the members elected to each 
iiouse necessary to pass a bill over the veto. 
. Art. 3, sec 3, gives each county a senator, and 
Baltimore city 3, one for each district. Allegany 
county, till the next census, is to have five dele- 

fates in the house of delegates ; Anne Arundel, 
; Baltimore county, 6 ; Baltimore city 18, elect- 
ed in three districts; Calvert, 2; Caroline, 2; 
Carroll, 4; Cecil, 4; Charles, 2; Dorchester, 3 ; 
Frederick, 6; Harford, 4; Howard, 2; Kent, 2; 
Montgomery, 3; Prince George*s, 3; Queen 
Anne's, 2 ; St. Mary's, 2 ; Somerset, 3 ; Talbot, 
,2; Washington, 5; Worcester, 3. Sect. 4 pro- 
vides that after the next census each countv with 
a population of 18,000 souls, or less, shall have 
two delegates ; of 18,000 and less than 28,000, 
3 ; of 28.000 and less than 40,000, 4 ; of 40,000 
and less than 55,000, 5 ; of 55,000 and upwards, 
6, and each of the legislative districts ot Balti- 
more shall have a number of delegates e^ual to 
the largest county. The term of senators is fixed 
^t four years and delegates two. Three years* 
citizenship in Maryland necessary to make a per- 
son eligible as senator or delegate. 

Art. 4, sec. 28, requires a majority of the 
whole number of members elected to each house 
to pass a bill, and by yeas and nays. Sec. 37 
is in these words: 



The general assembly shall pass no law pmvMIug 
for payment by this State for slaTes enaneipated tnm 
servitude in this State; but they shaU ado^ aoeb 
measures as they may deem expedient to obtain from 
the United States compensation for such slaves, and 
to reeeive and distribute the same equitably t» Ite 
persons entitled. 

Sec 41 disqualifies from office of profit m 
trust any person fighting a duel or participating 
as second, or knowingly aiding or assisting tboae 
offending. Sec. 43 protects the property of the 
wife from the debts of her husband. Seau,4l 
protects $500 worth of property from exocatioa. 
Sec. 46 is in these words : 

.The general assembly shaU bare power to reeefie 
from the United States any grant or donation of laad, 
money, or securities for any purpose designated by 
the United States, and shall aaminlster or dis^^bute 
the same according to the coadittons oi the said giani 

Sec. 53 provides that no person shall be in- 
competent, as a witness, on account of race or 
color, unless hereafter so declared by act of gen^ 
eral assembly. Sec. 55 prohibits the ^e^ral 
assembly from passing any law suspending the 
privilege of the writ of habeas ccrpm, 

Constitntion of the State ofVevTork. 

Adopted in convention, but not yet submitted 
for ratification. 

The privilege of the writ of habecu oofjMK 
shall not be suspended, unless when, in oases of 
rebellion or invasion, the public safety maj in- 
quire its suspension. - 

Every male inhabitant, of the age of twen^ 
one years, who shall have been a citisen for ten 
days and a resident of the State for one year 
next preceding an election, and for the last lo^ar 
months a resiaent of the county where he m9j 
offer his vote, shall be entitled to vote at so 
election in the election district of which he f ' 
be at the time a resident, and not elsewhere, for 
all officers that now are or hereafter ma^ be 
elective by the people, and upon all questioos 
which may be submitted to the vote of the po^e 
of the State; provided that such citizen shail 
have been for thirty days next preceding the 
election a resident of the town or ward, and, ix 
ten days, of the election district in which h» of- 
fers his vote. 

Registration of voters authorized. Thii^- 
two senators, and one hundred and thirty-line 
assemblymen. No bill shall pass except upon 
the assent of a majority of the members elected 
to each house. Qovernor has veto, with t«ie- 
thirds vote of members elected necessary to>li- 
pass the vetoed bilL Legislature shall not M- 
thorize the consolidation of railroad corporaiMS 
owning parallel or competing lines of rotadi So 
law shall be passed authorizing or sanotimuag 
the suspension of specie payments. All able- 
bodied male citizens,between eighteen and tot^- 
five, shall be annually enroUed, as a ai^ 
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force, to be divided into active and reserve lorces 
-—the active to be called the National Gaard of 
ilie State of New York, and not to exceed, in 
peace, thirty thoosand men. 

Oonstitutfon of Alabama. 

Adopted in convention, November 5, 1867, 
voted on bv the people, February 4, 1868. 

The declaration of rights provides that all 
'persons resident in the State, born in the United 
frtatee, or naturalized, or who shall have legally 
declared their intention to become citizens of 
tlie United States, are citizens of the State, pos- 
sessing equal civil and political rights and 
public privileges. Freedom of speech and 
press is guaranteed, with responsibility for its 
ftbose ; also the right to bear arms in defence of 
hiuEiself and the State. Prohibits any form of 
slavery or involnntarv servitude except as pun- 
isiuaent for crime. Asserts that the State has 
no right to sever its relations to the Federal 
Union, or to pass any law in derogation of the 
parMQQonnt allegianoe of the citizens of this 
state to the Government of the United States. 
The president of the senate and speaker of 
the hoQse shall hold their offices until their 
saecses<»8 shall be qualified. The legislature 
has power to supj^ress duelling. The State shall 
Boi engage in any internal improvements. The 
governor has the veto power, but a majority 
of the whole number of members of each house 
mav pass a bill over the veto. The governor 
shall have a pardoning power in all cases except 
treason, but his pardon shall not relieve from 
civil or political disability. 

Art. 7, see. 2. — ^Every male person, born in 
the United States, and every male person who 
kas be^i naturalized, or who nas legally declared 
his intention to become a citizen of the United 
States, twentjr-one years old or upwards, who 
shall have resided in this State six months next 
preceding the election, and three months in the 
eofonty m which he offers to vote, except as 
hereinafter provided, shall be deemed an elector; 
provided Uiat no soldier, or sailor, or marine, in 
the military or naval service of che United 
States, shall hereafter acquire a residence by 
leason of being stationed on duty in this State. 
Sec. 3. It shall be the duty of the general as- 
sembly to provide, from time to time, for the 
legatration of all electors, but the following 
dasses of persons shall not be permitted to regis- 
ter, vote, or hold office : Ist. Those who, during 
the late rebellion, inflicted, or caused to be in- 
flicted, any cruel or unusual punishment upon 
any soldier, sailor, marine, employ^, or citizen 
o£ the United States, or who, in any other way, 
violated the rules of civilized warfare. 2d. Those 
who may be disqualified from holding office by 
ibm proposed amendment of the Constitution of 
4te United States, known as " Article XIV," 
and those who have been disqualified from regis- 
tMong to vote for delegates to the Convention to 
teoM a constitution for the State of Alabama, 
Willi fir the act of Congress '• to provide for the 
more afficiei|t government of the rebel States," 
pSAsed by Congress March 2, 1867, and the acts 
siipplementary thereto, except such persons as 
aioed in .the' reconstruction proposed by Gon- 
f^riMs, and accept the political equality' of all 



men before the law ; provided, that the general 
assembly shall have power to remove the dis- 
abilities incurred unaer this clause. 3d. Crimi- 
nals. 4th. Idiots and insane persons. 

All persons, before registering, must take and 
subscribe the following oath : 

I, , do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will sup* 

port and maintain the Constitution and laws of the 
United States, and the constitution and laws of the State 
of Alabama; that I am not excluded from registering by 
any of the clauses in sec. 3, article 7, of the constitu- 
tion of the State of Alabama; that I will never counte- 
nance or aid in the secession of this State ft-om the 
United States; that I accept the civil and political 
equality of all men ; and agree not to attempt to de- 
prive any person or persons, on account of race, color, 
or previous condition, of any political or civil right, 
privilege, or immimity ei^oyea by^any other class of 
men; and, furthermore, that I will not in any way 
injure, or countenance in others any attempt to In- 
jure, any person or persons on account of past or 
S resent support of the Government of the United 
tates, the laws of the United States, or the principle 
of political and civil equality of all men, or for affilia- 
tion with any p^itical party. 

The militia shall consist of all able-bodied 
male inhabitants between eighteen and forty* 
five, to be divided into two classes, volunteer 
and reserve. The common schools and other 
educational institutions shall be under the man- 
agement of a board of education. Certain funds 
are inviolably appropriated to educational pur- 
poses. One fifth of the annual revenues of the 
State shall be devoted exclusively to the main- 
tenance of public schools, the whole tax on real 
and personal property not, however, to exceed 
two per cent, of the assessed value. Corpora- 
tions to be formed under general laws. Personal 
property to the value of $1,000 to be exempted 
from sale on execution for debt hereafter con- 
tracted; also every homestead in the country, 
not exceeding eighty acres of land, and the 
dwelling and appurtenances thereon ; or, in lien 
thereof, a lot in a city, town, or villaee, with 
the appurtenances thereon, and occupied by the 
owner, not exceeding $2,000 in value, such ex- 
emption not to extend to any mortgage lawfully 
obtained. 

Constitiition of Arkansas. 

Adopted by convention February 11, 1868, 
and ratified by the people March 13, 1868. 

It provides, among other things, that the par- 
amount allegiance of every citizen is due to the 
Federal Government, in the exercise oi all its con- 
stitutional powers, as the same may have been or 
may be defined by the Supreme Court of the 
United States ; and no power exists in the people 
of this or any other State of the Federal Union to 
dissolve their connection therewith, or perform 
any act tending to impair, subvert, or resist the 
supreme authority of the United States. The 
equality of all persons before the law is recog- 
nized and shall ever remain inviolate ; nor shall 
any citizen ever be deprived of any right, privi- 
lege, or immunity, nor exempted from any bur- 
den or duty, on account of race, color, or previous 
condition. 

The general assembly shall not grant to any 
citizen or class of citizens privileges or immu- 
nities which, upon the same terms, shall not 
equally belong to all citizens. No religious or 
property test shall be required for voting or 
nolding office. 

Sec 25 declares null and void the ordinanoe 
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of secefsion, and nil action of the State under its 
constitntion of 1861, and the State debt then 
incurred shall not be recognized as obligatory. 

No citizen of this State shall be disfranchised, 
or deprived of any of the rights or privileges 
secured to any citizen thereof unless the same 
is done by the law of the land, or the'judgment 
of his peers, except as hereinafter provided. 
There shall be neither slavery nor involuntary 
servitude, either by indentures, apprenticeships, 
or otherwise, except as a punishment for crime. 
The general assembly shall have no power to 
make compensation for emancipatea slaves. 
Taxes limited to two per cent, of assessed value. 

Every male person born in the United States, 
and every male person who has been naturalized, 
or has legally aeclared his intention to become 
a citizen of the United States, who is twenty-one 
years old or upwards, and who shall have resided 
in the State six months next preceding the elec- 
tion, and who at the time is an actu^ resident 
of the county in which he offers to vote, except 
as hweinafter provided, shall be deemed an 
•lector. 

Abt. 8. Seo. 3. The following classes shall 
not be permitted to register or hold office, vis: 
, First Those who daring the rebellion took 
the oath of allegiance, or gave bonds for loyalty 
and good behaviour to the United States Gov- 
ernment, and afterwards gave aid, comfort, or 
countenance to those engaged in armed hostility 
to the Qovernment of the United Stat^, either 
by becoming a soldier in the rebel army, or by 
entering the lines of said army, or adhering in 
any way to the cause of rebellion, or by accom- 
panying any armed force belonging to the rebel 
army, or by furnishing supplies of any kind to 
the same. 

'Second. Those who are disoualified as electors, 
or from holding office in the State or States 
from which they came. 

ThircL Those persons who during the late re- 
bellion violated the rules of civilized warfare. 

Fourth. Those who may be disqualified by 
the proposed amendment to the Constitution of 
the United States, known as Article XIV, and 
those who have been disqualified from register- 
ing to vote for delegates to the convention to 
frame a constitution for the State of Arkansas, 
under the act of Congress entitled *' An act to 
provide for the more efficient government of the 
rebel States,'* passed March 2d, 1867, and the 
acts supplemental thereto. 

Fifth. Criminals. 

Sicth. Insane. 

Provided, that all persons included in the 
1st, 2d, 3d and 4th subdivisions of this section, 
who have openly advocated or who have voted 
for the reconstruction proposed by Congress, 
and accept the equality of all men before the 
law, shall be deemed qualified electors under 
this constitution 

Seo. 4. The general assembly shall have power, 
by a two thirds vote of each house, approved 
by the governor, to remove the disabilities in- 
cluded in the 1st, 2d, 3d and 4th subdivisions of 
section three, of this article, when it appears 
that such person, applying for relief from such 
disabilities, has in good faith returned to his al- 
legiance to the Government of the United States ; 



provided, the general assembly shall have no 
power to remove the disabilities of any perBOA 
embraced in the aforesaid subdivisions wno, af* 
ter the adoption of this constitution by the con- 
vention, persists in opposina the acts of Congress 
and reconstruction tnereunaer. 

All persons before registering or voting mnst 
take and subscribe the following oath : 

I, 1 do solemnly swear (or afiSrm) that I will 

support and maintain the Oonsntntion and laws of tiie 
United States, and tlie oonstitation and laws of tbe 
State of Arkansas ; that I am not excluded from reg^ 
tering or voting by any of the clauses in the first, seo- 
ond, third, or fourth snbdiyisions of Article VIII of 
the constitution of the State of Arkansas ; that I will 
never countenance or aid in the secession of this 
State from the United States ; that I accept the clrll 
and political equality of all men, and agree not to aft> 
tempt to deprive any person or persons, on acoonntof 
race, color, or previons condition, of any political or 
civil right, privilege, or immunity enjoyed by any o^er 
class of men ; and, furthermore, that I will not in auy 
way injure, or countenance in others any attempt td 
injure, any person or persons on account of past or 

§ resent support of the Government of the United 
tates, the laws of the United States, or the princMe 
of the political and civil equality of all meo, or skr 
alBliation with any political party. 

All contracts for the saJe or purchase of slaves 
are null and void, and no court of this State 
shall take cognizance of any suit founded on 
such contracts ; nor shall any amount ever be 
collected or recovered on any judgment or de- 
cree which shall have been, or which hereafter 
may be, rendered on account of any such eon- 
tract or obligation on any pretext, legal or 
otherwise. 

A system of free schools shall be established, 
for the gratuitous instruction of all persons be- 
tween 5 and 21 years, the funds to be distributed 
to the counties in the proportion of persons be- 
tween those ages. Certain funds are set apart 
to be sacredly preserved as a public school fund ; 
also, a per capita tax of $1 on every male in- 
habitant over twenty-one, to be collected for the 
support of free schools and a university, the resi- 
due reouired to be furnished from the State trea- 
sury. The general assembly shall require by law 
that every cnild of sufficient mental and physical 
ability shall attend the public schools for a term 
equivalent to three years, between the ages of 5 
and 18 years, unless educated by other means. 
Public schools to be open not less than three 
months in a year. No poll tax to be levied ex- 
cept for school purposes. All able-bodied electors 
liable to military duty. Personal property to 
the value of $2,000 to be exempt from sale for 
debt hereafter contracted. Homest^ of a mar- 
ried man or head of a family not to be encum- 
bered except for taxes, laborers' and mechanics' 
liens, and securities "for the purchase-money 
thereof; a country homestead of^ 160 acres and 
a town property of $5,000 to be exempt, with 
similar exceptions as above. Only qnali^d 
electors shall be jurors. Indentures not to be 
valid, being for more than one year, except in 
the case of apprenticeships. Persons disqualified 
herein shall not vote for candidates, nor np«m 
the ratification of the constitution. The jn£ni 
of election shall administer to every voter m 
oath prescribed in the constitution. 

Oonstitntion of Florida. 
Adopted bv Convention February 25, 1868. aai 
ratified by the people May 6, 1868. 
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Uk |)irovidQ0, amoBg oUi^r t]uii^,ihat slavery 
shall not exist 

. Tim State shall ever {emaia a member of the 
Ajneriean Union, the people thereof a part of 
the American nation, and any attempt, from 
whatever eonrce or npon whatever pretence, to 
disaolve said Union, or to sever said nation, shall 
be resisted with the whole power of the State. 

It is the paramount duty of the State to make 
ample provision for the edocation of all the 
children residing within its borders, without dis- 
tinction or preference. 

Every male person of the ace of 21 years and 
Yipwar<u, of whatever race, color, nationality, or 
previous condition, or who shall, at the time of 
offering to vote, be a citizen of the United States, 
or who shall have declared his intention to be- 
come such in conformity to the laws of the United 
States, and who shall have resided and had his 
habitation, domicil, home, and place of perma- 
nent abode in Florida for one year, and in the 
county for six months, next preceding the elec- 
tion at which he shall offer to vote, shall in such 
county be deemed a (][ualified elector at all elections 
tmder this constitution. Every elector shall, at 
the time of his registration, take and subscribe 
to the following oath : 

•, do solemnly swear that I will support 



protect, and defend the Constitation and Government 
of the United States, and the constitation and govem- 
xnent of Florida, against all enemies, foreign or domes- 
tic; that I will bear true faith, loyalty, and allegiance 
to the same, any ordinances or resolution of any Btate 
conyention or legislation to the contrary notwithstand- 
ing. So help me God. 

Lotteries are prohibited. No person who is 
Bot a qualified elector, or any person who shall 
have been convicted of bribery, forgery, perjury, 
larceny, or other high crime, unless restored to 
civil rights, shall be permitted to serve on juries. 
The governor has the veto, subject to the subse- 
quent action of two-thirds of each house. Grand 
and petit jurors shall be taken from the regis- 
tered voters of their respective counties. A com- 
mon school fund proviaed for, of which a tax of 
not less than one mill on all taxable property is 
a part. Homestead exemption provided. 

All able-bodied male inhabitants between 18 
and 45, who are citizens of the United States, or 
have declared their intention to become so, shall 
constitute the militia. 

. The legislature shall enact laws requiring ed- 
pcational qualifications for electors after the year 
1880, but no such laws shall be made applicable 
to any elector who may have registered or voted 
at any election previous thereto. 

Confederate and State war debt repudiated. 
All contracts in consideration of slaves declared 
boll. Governor has the appointment, with the 
•onsent of the senate, of the judges of the su- 
preme court, circuit judges, secretary of state, 
and like State officers, and he has the absolute 
jappointment of justices of the peace. 
. All ordinances and resolutions heretofore pass- 
jtd by any convention of the people, and all acts 
and resolutions of the Legislature confiictiDg or 
inconsistent with the Constitution of the United 
States and the statutes thereof, and with this con- 
atitution, and in derogation of the existence or 

Swition of the State as one of the States of the 
aited States of America, are hereby declared 
4lttll and void, and of no effect 



Beoognizes all laws and acts of the rebel State, 
government not inconsistent with the Constita- 
tion and laws of the United States or this con- 
stitution. 

Article 16, sec. 1, disables any person from 
holding office who is disabled by the 14th con- 
stitutional amendment, subject to the removed of 
such disability by Congress. 

The following shall be the oath of office for 
each officer in the State, including members of 
the legislature : 

I do solemnly swear that I will support, protect, 
and defend the Constitution and Government of the 
United States, and of the State of Florida, against all 
enemies, domestic or foreign, and that I will hear true 
faith, lovaltv, and allegiance to the same, and that I 
am entitled to hold office under this constitution. 
That' I will well and faithfally perform all the duties 
of the office of — ^ on which I am about to enter. So 
help me God. 

There shall be no civil or political distinction 
in this State on account of race, color, or previous 
condition of servitude, and the legislature shall 
have no power to prohibit, by law, any class of 
persons on account of race, color, or previous 
condition of servitude, to vote or hold any office, 
beyond the conditions prescribed by this consti- 
tution. 

Ordinances were adopted by the Convention 
declaring it unlawful tor any sheriff or other 
officer to sell, under execution or other legal pro- 
cess, any property, real or personal, and any sale 
so made shall be void. Suits, decrees, &c., made 
during the war in the courts, against a person 
absent from the State, are annulled. So much 
of the act of January 16, 1866, as levied a tax 
of one dollar upon each colored male between 
twenty-one and fifty-five was repealed. County 
criminal courts abolished, and doties transferred 
to circuit courts. ^___^ 

Constitation of Loniiiana. 

Adopted by Convention March 2, 1868, and 
ratified by the people April 18, 1868. Provides, 
among other things, that slavery shall not exist. 

All persons, without regard to race, color, or 
previous condition, born or naturalized in the 
United States, and subject to the jurisdiction 
thereof, and residents of this State for one year, 
are citizens of this State. The citizens of this 
State owe allegiance to tho United States ; and 
this allegiance is paramount to that which they 
owe to the State. They shall enjoy the same 
civil, political, and public rights and privileges, 
and be subject to the same pains and penalties. 

All persons shall enjov equal rights and priv 
ileges, upon any conveyance of a public charac- 
ter, and all places of business, or of public re- 
sort, or for wnich a license is required by either 
State, parish, or municipal authority, shall ha 
deemed places of a public character, and shall be 
opened to the accommodation and.patronage of 
all persons, without distinction or (Tiscrimination 
on account of race or color. Every elector shall 
be eligible to a seat in the House of Representa- 
tives and to the Senate, if twenty-five years old; 
and he shall be eligible to any municipal office. 

Every male person, of the age of twenty -one 
years or upwards, born or naturalized in the 
United States, and subject to the juri.<dictioa 
thereof, and a resident of this State one year 
next preceding an election, and tlie last ten days 
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witliin tlie parish in wHcIi lie offers to rote, shall 
be deemed an elector, except those disfranchised 
bj this constitution, and persons nnder interdio- 
tion« 

The following persons shall be prohibited f!rom 
voting and holding an;^ office : All persons who 
riiall have been convicted of treason, pennrjr, 
forgery, bribery, or other crime punishable m 
the penitentiary, and persons under interdiction. 

All persons who are estopped from claiming 
the right of sufi&age by abjnnng their allegiance 
to the United States Qovemment, or by noto- 
riously levying war against it, or adhering to 
its enemies, giving them aid or comfort, but who 
have not expatriated themselves, nor have been 
convicted of any of the crimes mentioned in the 
first para^ph of this article, are hereby resiorei 
to the said right, except the following : Those 
who held office, civil or military, for one year 
or more, under the organization styled ** the Con- 
federate States of America;" those who regis- 
tered themselves as enemies of the United States ; 
those who acted as leaders of guerrilla bands 
during the late rebellion ; those who, in the ad* 
Vocacy of treason, wrote or published newspaper 
articles or preached sermons during the late 
rebellion ; and those who voted for and signed 
an ordinance of secession in any State. No per- 
son included in these exceptions shall either vote 
or hold office until he shall have relieved himself 
by voluntarily writing and signine a certificate 
setting forth that he acknowledges the late rebel- 
lion to have been morally and politically wrong, 
and that he regrets any aid and comfort he may 
have given it ; and he shall file the certificate 
in the office of the secretary of State, and it shall 
be published in the official journal : Provided, 
That no person who, prior to the Ist of Jan- 
uary, 1868, favored the execution of the laws of 
tlie United States popularly known as the recon- 
struction acts of Congress, and openly and ac- 
tively assisted the loyu men of the State in their 
efibrts to restore Louisiana to her position in the 
Union, shall be held to be included among those 
herein excepted. Registrars of voters shall take 
the oath of any such person sa prima fade evi- 
dence of the fact that ne is entitled to the ben- 
efit of this proviso. 

Members of the General Assembly and all 
other officers, before they enter upon the duties 
of their offices, shall take the following oath or 
affirmation : 

I, (A. B.) do solemnly swear (or aflrm) that I accept 
tho civil and polifcical equality of all men, and agpree 



not to attempt to deprive any person or persons, on 
account of race, color, or previous condition, of any 
political or civil right, privilege, or immunity ei^oyed 



by any other class of men; that I will support the 
constitution and laws of the United States, and the 
constitution and laws of this State, and that I will 
faithfully and impartially discharge and perform all 
the duties incumbent on me as— according to the 
best of my ability and understanding: so help me 
God. 

No liability, either State, parochial, or muni- 
cipal, shall exist for any debts contracted for or 
in the interest of the rebellion against the United 
States Government. 
There shall be no property qualification fore offic. 

All agreements, the consideration of which 
was Confederate money, notes, or bonds, are 
null and void, and shafi not be enforced by the 
courts of this State. 



Contracts for fhe sale of pttims trsf mdl «ft^ 

void. 

The State of LetdsiaUft shall nevtn* sMiCttie 
nor pay any debt or obligation contrMtted o# 
incurred in aid of the rebellion ; nor ^all thfi* 
State ever, in any manner, claim from tlie United 
Stariies, or make any allowance or compensation 
for slaves emancipated or liberated in any wuy 
whatever. 

All contracts by which children were boinid 
out without the knowledge or consent of ^lelr 
parents are null and void. 

There shall be at least one free public school 
in each parish, foir children between six and 
twenty-one, who shall be admitted to the pub- 
lic schools or other institutions of learning st»* 
tained or established by the State in common, 
without distinction of race, color, or previonc 
condition. And no municipal corporation shall 
make rules contrary to the spirit and intention 
of this article. Public school fund provided !», 
of which one half of the poll-tax is a part. 

The militia are all able-bodied male cildzentf^ 
between eighteen and forty-five. 

The ordinance of secession of the Stale of 
Louisiana, passed 26th of January, 1861, ii 
hereby declared to be null and void. The con- 
stitution adopted in 1864, and all previous eon- 
stitutions in the State of Louisiana, are declared 
to be superseded by this constitution. 

An election for State officers provided for 
April 17 and 18, at the same time with the vote 
on the constitution. All civil officers thus 
elected shall enter noon the discharge of their 
duties on the second Monday after the retnrn oi 
their election shall have been officially promul- 
gated, or as soon as qualified according to law. 
and shall continue in office for the terms of theis 
respective offices herein prescribed, said terms ta 
date from the first Monday in November follow- 
ing the election. The Legislature shall meet in 
New Orleans on the third Monday after the pro- 
mulgation aforesaid, and proceed, after or^niza- 
tion, to vote upon the adoption of the ^IVth 
Amendment to the Constitution of the United 
States. 

Constitntion of Georgia. 

Adopted by Convention, March 11, 1868, and 
ratified by the people, April 20, 1868. Pro- 
vides, among other things, that slavery shall 
not exist. 

All persons born or naturalized in the United 
States, and resident in this State, are hereby 
declared citizens of this State, and no laws shal] 
be made or enforced which shall abridge t^ 
rivileges or immunities of citizens of the United 
tates, or of this State, or deny to any person 
within its jurisdiction the equal protection of Its 
laws. And it shall be the duty of the General 
Assembly, by appropriate legislation, to protect 
every person in the due enjoyment of the rights, 
privileges, and immunities guaranteed in this 
section. 

The State of G^rgia shall ever remain a mes^ 
ber of the American Union ; the people thereof 
are a part of the American nation ; every citiMn 
thereof owes paramount allegiance to the Ckm- 
stitution and government of the United Statet, 
and no law or ordinance of this Stat«>, in oont9#* 
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Creation or flabvenlon thereof, Bh^XL ever hftve 
&Xiy binding force. 

£leetorB shall, in all oases except treason, 
Iblony , or breach of the peace, be privileged from 
Srrest for five days before an election, during the 
Section, and two days sabse^uent thereto. 

The social status of the citizens shall never be 
fixe subject of legislation. The power of the 
courts to punish for con tempt shall Delimited by 
foeiskktive aets. No imprisonment for debt. 
Whipping, as a punishment for crime, prohibited. 
No poll-tax to oe levied except for educational 
purposes, and it not to exceed $1 annually on 
each poll. 

Every male person, born in the United States, 
and every male person who has been natural- 
ised, or who has legally declared his intention 
to become a citizen of the United States, twenty- 
OBe years old or upward, who shall have resided 
in tliis State six months next preceding the elec- 
t»>B, and shall have resided thirty days in the 
county in which he offers to vote, and shall 
have paid all taxes which may have been re- 
paired of him. and which he may have had an 
opportunity of paying, agreeably to law, for the 
Tesu: next preceding the election, (except as 
rareiuafter provided), shall be deemed an elector ; 
and every male citizen of the United States, of the 
a^ aforesaid, (exc^t as hereinafter provided,) 
^irno may be a resident of the State at the time 
of the adoption of this constitution, shall be 
deemed an elector, and shall have all the rights 
of au elector, as aforesaid : Provided, That no 
soldier, sailor, or marine in the military or na- 
Tal service of the United States shall acquire the 
rights of an elector by reason of being stationed 
^n duty in this State ; and no person shall vote, 
who, if challenged, shall refuse to take the fol- 
lowing oath : " I do swear that I have not given, 
or received^ nor do I expect to give, or receive, 
any money, treat, or other thing of value, by 
which my vote, or any vote, is affected, or ex- 
pected to be affected, at this election ; nor have I 
given or promised any reward, or made any 
weat, by which to prevent any person from 
Voting at this election." 

Every Senator or Representative, before tak- 
ing his seat, shall take an oath or affirmation 
to support the Constitution of the United States, 
and of this State; that he has not practiced any 
unlawful means, directly or indirectly, to pro* 
cure his election, and that he has not given, or 
offered, or promised, or caused to be given, or 
offered, or promised, to any person, any money, 
treat, or thing of value, with intent to affect any 
vote, or to prevent any person voting at the 
•Ijection at which he was elected. 

The (Governor has the veto power, subject to 
il two thirds vote of each House. 

All contracts made, and not executed, during 
ibe late rebellion, in aid of it, are annulled. 
• Common school fund provided for. Militia to 
Iw all able-bodied males, between eighteen and 
forty-five. 

Each head of a family, or guardian or true- 
lee of a family of minor children, shall be en- 
ticed to a homestead of realty to the value of 
two thousand dollars, in specie, and personal 
property to the vake of one thousand dollars, 



in speeie, both to be valued at the time they-are 

set apart. 

The laws of general operation in foroe in thit 
State are : 

1. As the supreme law — the Constitution of th« 
United States, the laws of the United States in 
pursuance thereof, and all treaties made undef 
the authority of the United States. 2. This 
constitution. 3. Acts of rebel legation not 
inconsistent with the Constitution and laws (^ 
the United States. 

The following sections are those referred to 
in the action of Congress on the restoration of 
the State : 

Sectioit XVII— I. No court in this State shall 
have jurisdiction to try or determine any suit 
against any resident of this State upon any 
contract or agreement made or implied, or upon 
any contract made in renewal of any debt ex* 
isting prior to the 1st day of June, 1865. Nor 
shall any court or ministerial officer of this 
State have authority to enforce any judgments- 
execution, or decree rendered or issued upon any 
contract or agreement made or implied, or upon 
any contract in renewal of a debt existing prior 
to the Ist day of June, 1865, except in we f(d- 
lowing cases : 

1. In suits against trustees, where the lanst 
property is in the hands of the trustee, or has 
been invested by him in other specific effects now 
in his hands, and in suits by the vendor of ref^ 
estate against the vendee, where not more than 
one-third of the purchase-money has been paid, 
and the vendee is in possession of the land or^ 
specific effects for which he has sold it, and hcT 
refuses to deliver the land or said effects to the 
vendor. In such cases, the courts and officers 
may entertain jurisdiction and enforce judg- 
ments against said trust-property, or land, or 
effects. 

2. In suits for the benefit of minors by true- 
tees appointed before the 1st day of June, 1865* 

3. in suits against corporations in their cor- 
porate capacity, but not so as to enforce the debt 
against the stockholders or officers thereof in 
their individual capacity. 

4. In suits by charitable or literary institn* 
tions for money loaned, property -^ other thi^ 
slaves — sold, or services renaered by such insti- 
tutions. 

5. In suits on debts due for meehaaical or 
manual labor, when the suit is by the mechania 
or laborer. 

6. In oases when the debt is set up by way of 
defence, and the debt set up exceeds any debt 
due by defendant to plaintiff, of which the courts 
are denied jurisdiction. 

7. In all other oases in which the General As- 
sembly shall by law give the said courts and 
officers jurisdiction : Frovided, That no court or 
officer snail have, nor shall the General Assem- 
bly give, jurisdiction or authority to try or give 
judgment on or enforce any debt,^the considera* 
tion of which was a slave or slaves, or the hire 
thereof 

III. It shall be in the power of the General 
Assembly to assess and collect upon all debts, 
judgments, or causes of action when due, founded 
on any contract made or implied before the lit 
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in nif own r^t^ or troBtee, agent, or attomoy 
€i aaotbor, on or after the 1st day of Janoary, 
1868, a tax of not exceeding twenty-five per 
eeDl« to be naid by the creditor, on pain of the 
fnintare of the debt, bnt chargeable by him as 
to one-half thereof against the debtor, and col- 
lectable with the debt: Provided, That this tax 
diall not ^ collected if the debt or caose of 
Ktion be abandoned or settled without legal 
process, or, if in judgment, be settled without 
levy and sale: And prcmded further, lliat this 
fax shall not be levied so long as the courts of 
this State shall not have jurisdiction of such 
debts or causes of action. 

Coastitntion of Vortk Carolina. 

Adopted by Convention March 16. 1868. and 
ratified by the |>eople AprU 23, 1868. Provides, 
among other things : 

Sec. 3. That the people of this State have the 
inherent, sole, and exclusive right of regulatins 
the iotemal government and police thereof, ana 
of altering and abolishing their constitution 
and form of government, whenever it may be 
necessary to their safetv and hi^piness; but 
every such right should be exercised in pursu- 
ance of law, and consisteuUy with the Constitu- 
tion of the United States. 

Sec. 4. That this State shall ever remain a 
member of the American Union ; that the people 
thereof are part of the American nation ; that 
there is no right on the part of this State to se- 
oede. and that all attempts, from whatever 
source or upon whatever pretext, to dissolve said 
Union, or to sever said nation, ought to be re- 
dsted with the whole power of the State. 

Sec. 5. That every citisen of this State owes 
paramount allegiance to the Constitution and 
Government of the United States, and that no 
law or ordinance of the State in contravention 
or subversion thereof can have any binding 
force. 

Sec. 6. To maintain the honor and good faith 
of the State untarnished, Uie public oebt, r^- 
larlv contracted before and since the rebellion, 
shall be regarded as inviolable and never be 
questioned; but the State shall never assume or 
pay, or authorise the collection of, anv debt or 
obligation, express or implied, incurrea in aid of 
insurrection or rebellion against tiie United 
States, or any claim for the loss or emancipation 
of any slave. 

Abt. 6. Sec. 1. Every male person bom in 
the United States, and every male person who has 
been naturalized, twenfy-one years old or up- 
ward, who shall have resided in this State twelve 
months next preceding the election, and thirty 
days in the county in which he offers to vote, 
shall be deemed an elector. 

Sec. 4. Every voter, except as hereinafter pro- 
irided, shall be eli^ble to office ; but before en- 
tering upon the discharge of the duties of his 
efficet he shall take and subscribe the following 
oath: 

I, — , do solemnly swear (or afflrm) that I will sup- 
port and maintain the Gonstitation and laws of tiie 
iTnited States, and the constitution and laws of North 
Carolina not inconsistent therewith, and that I will 
foithfally discharge the doties of my ofllioe. So help 
me God. 



Tka mmI MMifaly, ai Mi infc MMion, tiiaM 
estahlisn a uniform system of public schools, to 
bo free to all the children of the SUte between 
six and twenty-one yeaia. The University of 
North Carolina declared to be held to an insep- 
arable eonnection with the free public sdic^ 
system. 

Homestead exemption seemed, realty to Uio 
value of $1,000, personal $500. All able-bodied 
male dtiiens, between twenty-one and forty, azv 
liable to doty in the militia. 

Duelling prohibited. 

CoBftltntiea of Sontb OaroliaA. 

Adopted by Convention March 17, 1868, and 
ratified by the people April 16. 1868. 

Provides, among other things, that slavery 
shall never exist in this State. 

Every citizen of this State owes paramount 
alliance to the Constitution and Qovernment 
of the United States, and lio law or ordinanoe 
of this State in contravention or subversioa 
thereof can have any binding force. 

This State shall ever remain a member of the 
American Union, and all attempts, from wbaW 
ever source, or u{K>n whatever pretext, to dis- 
solve the said Union, shall be resisted with the 
whole power of the State. 

No person shall be disqualified as a witnees, 
or be prevented from acquiring, holding, and 
transmittiDg property, or be hindered in acqoir* 
ing education, or be liable to any other punisk*' 
ment for any offence, or be subjected in law te 
any other restraints or disqualifications in regaard 
to any personal rights than such as are laid upon 
others under like circumstances. 

No person shall be imprisoned for debt, except 
in cases of fraud ; and a reasonable amount of 
property, as a homestead, shall be exempted h-om 
seizure or sale for the payment of any debts <^ 
liabilities, except for the payment of such obU* 
gations as are provided for in this oonstitution. 

No property qualification shidl be necessary 
for an election to or the holding of any office. 

All elections shall be free and open, and every 
inhabitant of tfai*: Commonwealth poesessing the 
qualifications provided for in this constitution, 
shall have an equal right to elect officers and be 
elected to fill pnblic offices. 

Representation Rhall be apportioned aecordins 
to population, and no person in this State shall 
be disfranchised, or deprived of any of the rights 
or privileges now enjoyed, except by tiie law of 
the land or the ja«Igment of his peers. 

Distinction ou account of race or color, in aav 
case whatever, shall be prohibited, and $& 
classes of citizen <> shall enjoy equallv all eoia* 
mon, public, legal, and political privileges. 

Members of the general assembly, and all 
officers, before they enter upon the execution of 
the duties of their respective offices, and all 
members of the bar, before they enter upon tiie 
practice of their profession, shiol take and sob* 
scribe the following oath : 

I, 1 do solemnly swear (or affirm, as the ease 

may be) that I am duly qualified, according to the Ooa- 
Btitution of the United States and of thisState, to eai- 
ercise the duties of the office to which I have been 
elected, (or appointed,) and that I will faithfully dbh 
oharffe, to the oest of my abilities, the duties theraof: 
that I recognise the supremacy of the Ck>nstitutioQ ana 



Digitized by 



Google 



BugeTS] 



ABSTRjum w oraraccinEioNS. 



a» 



lew* of IheTJ&ltadSlBiM orerthe eoiutitaliQBaiid laws 
daaiy State; and that I will support, proteot, and de- 
fend the Condtitution of the united States and the 
oonstitation of South Carolina, as ratified by the peo- 
ple on the «— day <rf—*-> 1868. 80 help me Qod. 

Every male citiEen of the United States, of 
the a^e of twenty-one years and upwards, not 
laboring under the disahilities named in this 
constitution, without distinction of race, color, 
or former condition, who shall be a resident of 
this State at the time of the adoption of this 
constitution, or who shall thereafter reside in 
this State one year, and in the county in which 
be offers to vote sixty days next preceding any 
election, shall be entitled to vote for all officers 
that are now, or hereafter may be, elected by 
the people, and upon all questions submitted to 
the electors at any elections : Provided^ That no 
person shall be allowed to vote or hold office 
\rho is now, or hereafter may be, disqualified 
therefor by the Constitution of the United States, 
rmtil such disqualification shall be removed by 
the Congress of the United States. 

Homestead exemption secured. 

The general assembly shall never pass any 
law that will deprive any of the citizens of this 
State of the right of suffrage, except for treason, 
murder, robbery, or duelling, whereof the per- 
sons shall have been duly tried and convicted. 

No person shall be disfranchised for felony or 
dher crimes committed while such person was a 
slaye. 

'. All the public schools, colleges, and universi- 
ti«B of this State, supported in whole or in part 
by* the public funds, shall be free and open to all 
the children and youths of the State, without 
regard to race or color. 

Governor has the veto, but two-thirds of each 
house may pass a bill over the veto. Judges 
^all not charge juries in respect to matters of 
&ct, but may state the testimony and declare 
tiie law. 

All contracts, whether under seal or not, the 
oonsideration of which were for the purchase of 
slaves, are declared null and void ; and all pro- 
ceedings under them annulled. 

Elections shall be by ballot. All voters shall 
1^ eligible to elective offices, except as otherwise 
proviaed in this constitution or the Constitution 
and laws of the United States. Presidential 
electors shall be elected by the people. 

The general assembly may levy a noU-taz of 
$1 per year, for the nublic school funa. No ad- 
ditional poll-tax shall be levied by any munici- 
pal corporation, and no person to be deprived 
of suffrage for non-payment of this tax. 

No debt contracted by this State in behalf of 
Ihe late rebellion, in whole or in part, shall ever 
he paid. 

A liberal and uniform system of free public 
schools shall be established, for all children be- 
tween six and sixteen, for a term equivalent to 
iwentv-fonr months at least, facilities to be af- 
fd^ed to all the inhabitants for the free educa- 
tion of their children. School fund established. 
The militia shall consist of all able-bodied 
DCiale citizens between eighteen and forty* five. 
Ho person shall be elected or appointed to any 
effioe unless he possesses the qualifications of an 
ele^r. 



Oomitlt«UeA ef ^fgiida. 

Adopted by Convention April 7, 1868. Pro- 
vides, among other things — 

That this State shall ever remain a member 
of the United States of America, and that the 
people thereof are part of the American nation, 
and that all attempts, from whatever source or 
upon whatever pretext, to dissolve said Union 
or to sever saia nation, are unauthorized and 
ought to be resisted with the whole power of 
theBtate, 

The Constitution of the United States, and 
the laws of Congress passed in pursuance thereof, 
constitute the supreme law of the land, to which 
paramount allegiance and obedience are due 
from every citizen, anything in the constitution, 
ordinances, or laws of any State to the contrary 
notwithstanding. 

Slavery shall not exist. All citizens of the 
State are declared to possess equal civil and po- 
litical rights and public privileges. Duelling is 
prohibited. Only persons qualified to hold omce 
shall be jurors. 

Every male citizen of the United States, 
twenty-one years old, who shall have been a 
resident of this State twelve months, and of the 
county, city, or town in which he shall offer to 
vote three months next preceding any election, 
shall be entitled to vote upon all questions sub- 
mitted to the people at such election. 

Among the excepted persons are all those who 
have been Senators or Representatives in Con- 
gress, or electors of President or Vice President, 
or who held any office, civil or military, under 
the United States, or under any State, who,, 
having previously taken an oath, as member of 
Congress or officer of the United States, or as a 
member of any legislature, or as an executive 
or judicial officer of any State, shall have en- 
gagecl in insurrection or rebellion against the 
same, or given aid or comfort to the enemies 
thereof. This clause shall include the following 
officers : Governor, Lieutenant Governor, secre* 
tary of State, auditor of public accounts, second , 
auditor, register of the land office. State treas- 
urer, attorney general, sheriffs, sergeant of a, 
city or town, commissioner of the revenue, 
county surveyors, constables, overseers of the 
poor, commissioner of the board of public works, 
judges of the supreme court, judces of the cir- 
cuit court, judges of the court of nustings, jus- 
tices of the county courts, mayor, recorder, 
alderman, councilmen of a city or town, coroners, 
escheators, inspectors of tobacco, flour, <&c., 
clerks of the supreme, district, circuit, and county 
courts, and of the court of busting, and attor- 
neys for the Commonwealth : Provided, That the 
Legislature may, by a vote of three-fifths of both 
houses, remove the disabilities incurred by this 
clause from any person included therein, by a 
separate vote in each case. 

All persons, before entering upon the discharge 
of any function as officers of the State, shaU 
take the following oath : 

I, — , do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will 
support and maintain the Constitution and laws of the 
United States, and the constitution and laws of th^ 
State of Virginia; that I recognise and accept the 
civil and political equality of all men before the lawa^ 
and that I will faithfully perform the duty of — ^ to 
the best of my ability. 60 help me God. 
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In addition to iStm, tXi iUto, dty md oonnty 
officers shall take the test oath preeoribed by the 
act of July 2. 1862. 

The Legislatore shi^ enact a redstry l«w, 
and persons applying to legistor shall take thii 
oath: 

I, — »^ do solemnly ewear (or affirm) that I am not 
diaqnalified from exercising the right of soflQrage by 
the conBtitation framed bv the conyention which a»> 
sembled in the city of Rlohmond on the 8d day of 
December, 1867» and tiiat I will saHK>rt and defend the 
same to the best of my ability. 

The Governor has the veto power, subject to 
the passage by two-thirds. LoUeries prohibited. 
A uniform system of public free schools to be 
established, and to be introduced into all the 
counties by 1876. Capitation tax and an annual 
tax on property not less than one mill nor more 
than five for the support of schools. The mi- 
litia to consist of all able-bodied males between 
eighteen and forty-five. Homeetead ezraiption 
provided. 

Ordinance passed that the constitution be 
submitted for ratification June 2, when State 
officers and Bepresentativea in Congress are to 
be chosen; the Assembly to meet June 24. 
[General Schofield recommended' that the section 
pcescribing the test-oath of 1862 for all State, 
eity and counHr officers be submitted separately, 
and that the election be fixed not less than forty 
days after the passage by Congress of the oeoee- 
sary appropriation to pay the expense.] 

CoMtitutioa of Kiaaifiippi. 

Adopted by convention May 15, 1868, and 
submitted to popular vote, June 22, 

Provides, among other things, slavery shall not 
exist ; no property qualification shall be required 
for jurors or for eligibility to office. 

All persons resident in this State, citizens of 
the United States, are hereby declared citizens 
of the State of Mississippi. 

No property or educational qualification shall 
ever be required for any person to become an 
elector. 

The right to withdraw from the Federal Union 
otL account of any real or supposed grievances 
shall never be assumed by this State, nor shall 
any law be passed in derogation of the para- 
mount allegiance of the citizens of this State to 
the Government of the United States. 

No public money or moneys shall be appro- 
priated for any charitable or other public insti- 
tutions in this State, making any distinction 
among the citizens thereof; Provided^ That 
nothing herein contained, shall be so construed 
as to prevent the Legislature from appropriating 
the BCQOol fund in accordance with the article 
in this constitution relating to public schools. 

The right of all citizens to travel upon all 
public conveyances shall not be infringed upon 
nor in any manner abridged in this State. 
' The Governor has the veto power, subject to 
two- thirds vote of each house. 

All male inhabitants of this State, except idi- 
ots and insane persons, and Indians not taxed, 
citizens of the United States, or naturalized, 
twenty-one years old and upwards, who have 
resided in this State six months, and in the 
county one month next preceding the day of 
election at which said inhabitant offers to vote, 



md who mn duly r< g t ito f d aoo a ydi n g ioUmn^ 
quirements of section three of this article, asd 
who are not disqualified by reason of any criaid^ 
are declared to be qualifiea electors. 

The Legislature shall provide by law for tho 
registration of all persona entitled to vote at 
any election, and all persons entitled to registeK 
shall take and eubscribe to the foUowiug oatb^ oi 
affirmation : 

I, i do solemnly swear (or aflirm) in tbepre^ 

enoe of Almighty Ood, that I am twen<y-one years <^ds 
that I haye resided in this State six months, and ill 
— county one month ; that I will faithfnily support 
and obey the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, and of the State of Mississippi, and will bear 
true faith and allegiance to the same ; that I am not 
disfhtnchised in any of the provisions of the acta 
known as the reconstruction acts of the Thirty-Ninth 
and Fortieth Congress: and that I admit the political 
and civil equality of all men. So help me God. 

Provided, That if Congress shall, at any time^ 
remove the disabilities of any person disfran* 
chised in the said reconstruction acta of the sai^ 
Thirty-Ninth and Fortieth Congress, (and the 
Legislature of this State.shall concur therein^ 
then so much of this oath, and so much only, as 
refers to the said reconstruction acts, shall not 
be required of such person, so pardoned, to m* 
title him. to be registered. 

No person shall be eligible to any office of 
profit or trust, or to any office in the militia ^ 
this State, who is not a quiJified elector. 

No person shall be eligible to any office of 
profit or trust, civil or military, in this State, 
who, as a member of the Legislature, voted for 
the call of the convention that passed the ordi- 
nance of secession, or who, as a delegate to any 
convention, voted for or signed any ordinance A 
secession, or who gave voluntary aid, coonta^ 
nance, counsel or encouragement to persona en- 
gaged in armed hostility to the United Statea, 
or who accepted or attempted to exercise the 
functions of any office, civu or military, undar 
any authority or pretended government, author- 
ity, power, or constitution, within the United 
States, hostile or inimical thereto, except all 
persons who aided reconstruction by voting for 
this convention, or who have continuously ad- 
vocated the assembline of this convention, afid 
shall continuously and in good faith advooatai 
the acts of the same ; but the Legislature m^ 
remove such disability ; iVovidcd, That nothing, 
in this section, except voting for or signing i)|a 
ordinance of secession, shall be so construed as 
to exclude from office the private soldier of tho* 
late so-called Confederate States army. 

The State of Mississippi shall never assuipa 
nor pay any debt or obligation contracted hk 
aid of the rebellion, nor shall this State ev^,in 
any manner claim from the United States, 0> 
make any allowance or compensation for slavey 
emancipated or liberated in any way whateter, 
since the 9th day of January, 1861. 

Members of tne Legislature, and Skll other oft* 
cers elected or appointed to any office in tUa 
State, shall, before entering upon the discham 
of the duties thereof, take and subscribe the f$i* 
lowing oath of office : 

I ..^ do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will lilltlip 
fhlly support and true allegiance bear the ConatiiB- 
tion of the United States and the State of Mi88is»in>L 
and obey the laws thereof; that I am not disqualifiec 
from holding office by the Constitution of the Uatte^ 
States or the State of Mississippi ; that I have i£mr 
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m • amnbeit of any ^fltoflMi t<i>d fbrof i^(»«< 
m^* ordUaaaoe of daoMsloa; thai I hatre neyer as • 
member of any State Legislatore voted for the call of 
amr convention that passed any such ordinance; tiial 
I win lUthftaiy discharge ttie dotiefl of tiie ofllce tipon 
viiieh I am about to eater, SohelpmeGod. 

The ordinance of seeesfiion of the State of Mi»- 
dssippi, patted Jannar^ 9, 1866, is hereby de- 
darea to be null and void. The present and all 
previous constitutions of the State of Missis- 
sippi are hereby declared to be repealed and 
Annulled by this constitution. 

All laws now in force in this State, not en- 
ioted in furtherance of secession and rebellion, 
And not repugnant to this constitution, shall 
continue in force. 

Common school fund provided for ; the poll- 
tax in its aid not to exceed $2 annually. 

AU able-bodied males, between eighteen and 
forty-five, shall be liable to military duty in the 
ttilitia. 

Lotteries and sale of lottery tickets prohibited. 

All lands sold in pursuance of decree of courts 
or execution shall Be divided into tracts not to 
fxceed one hundred and sixty acres. 



All pemntirbo hsre not bdea ]iMdTied,bal 
Me now lirim; together and cohabiting as hu^ 
band and wife, shall be taken and heid for ali 
purposes in law as married, and their childreni 
whether born before or after the ratification of 
this constitution, shall be legitimate, and tbe 
Legislatore may by law punish adultery arid 
concubinage. 

1868, l£urch 13— An ordinance adopted, at 
follows : < I 

Seo. 1. That no contracts shall be valid :^hich 
in any manner abridge or affect the right of. 
franchise of either party; and any person or 
persons demanding such conditions shall, upon 
conviction thereof before any court having com- 
petent jurisdiction, be disfranchised for the term 
of five years, and pay a fine of not less than five 
hundred dollars. 

Seo. 2. Whoever shall dismiss from employ* 
ment any person or persons for having exercised 
the ri^ht of franchise, or for offering to exercise 
such nght. shall, on conviction, be fined not less 
than two hundred and fiftv dollars, and be di»» 
franchised for the term of nve years. 



SUPPLEMENTAL RECONSTRUCTION MEASURES/ 



Aetof Jvlyl9, iser. 

An act supplementary to an act entitled "An act 
* to provide for the more efficient government of 
the rebel States," passed on the second day of 
, March, 1867, and tne act supplementary there- 
to, passed on the 23d day of March, 1867. 
Be it enacted^ cj^c. That it is hereby declared 
to have been the true intent and meaning of the 
act of the 2d day of March, 1867, entitled "An 
act to provide for the more efficient government 
trf the rebel States," and of the act supplement- 
ary thereto, pas^ on the 23d day or March, 
1867, that the governments then existing in the 
rebel States of Virginia, North Carolina, South 
Carolina, Georgia, Mississippi, Alabama, Louis- 
iana, Florida, Texas, and Arkansas, were not 
le^al State governments; and that thereafter 
said governments, if continued, were to be con- 
tinued subject in all respects to the military 
^mmanders of the respective districts, and to 
tiie paramount authority of Congress. 
, Sec. 2. That the commander of any district 
named in said act shall have power, subject to 
ihe disapproval of the General of the army of 
^e United States, and to have effect till disap- 
proved, whenever in tbe opinion of such com- 
mander the proper administration of said act 
shall require it, to suspend or remove from office, 
tft from the performance of official duties and 
Ute exercise of official powers, any officer or 
Mrson holding or exercising, or professing to 



^ • For preceding Beconstruction Measures see pages 
tUr-lH of MaaoJ of 1867. 



Hold or exercise, any civil or military office or 
duty in such district under any power, electioti, 
appointment, or authority derived from, or 

§ ran ted by, or claimed under, any so-called 
tate or the government thereof, or any munici- 
pal or other division thereof ; and upon such 
suspension or removal such commander, subject 
to the disapproval of the General as aforesaid, 
shall have power to provide from time to time 
for the performance of the said duties of such 
officer or person so suspended or removed, by 
the detail of some competent officer or soldier of 
the army, or by the appointment of some other 
person to perform the same, and to fill vacancies 
occasionea by death, resignation, or otherwise. 

Seo. 3. That the General of the army of the 
United States shall be invested with all the 
powers of suspension, removal, appointment, 
and detail granted in the preceding section to 
district commanders. 

Seo. 4. That the acts of the officers of the army 
already done in removing in said districts per- 
sons exercising the functions of civil officers, and 
appointing others in their stead, are hereby con- 
firmed: Jhrovided, That any person heretofore 
or hereafter appointed by any district com- 
mander to exercise the functions of any civil 
office, may be removed either by the military 
officer in command of the district, or by the 
General of the army. And it shall be the duty 
of such commander to remove from office, ae 
aforesaid, all persons who are disloyal to the 
Government of the United States, or who use 
their official influence. in any manner to hindey, 
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^dalfty, prevent^ wt obitrail iha do* tod pr^er 
tt^jmnUtration of ibis aot and the acts to whioh 
i^is sappldxntQtary. 

1 Seo. 5. That the boards of registration pro- 
vided for in the aot entitled *' iji act snpple- 
insntary to an act entiUed * An act to proviae for 
ih^ more efficient goyemment of the rebel States/ 
passed March 2, 1867, and to facilitate restora- 
tionit*' passed March 23, 1867, shall have power, 
and if> shall be their duty, before allowing the 
registration of any person, to ascertain, upon 
such f£M;ts or information as they can obtain, 
whethei^such person is entitled to be registered 
under said act, and the oath required by said 
act shall uot be conclusive on such question, and 
no person shall be registered unless such board 
shall decide that he is entitled thereto; and 
such board shall also have power to examine, 
under oath, (to be administered by any member 
of such board,) any one touching the qualifica* 
tion of any person claiming registration ; but in 
every case of refusal by the board to register an 
applicant, and in every case of striking his name 
from the li^t as hereinafter provided, the board 
shall make a note or memorandum, which shall 
be returned with the registration list to the com- 
manding general of the district, setting forth 
the grounds of such refusal or such striking 
from the list: Provided, That no person shau 
be disqualified as member of any board of regis- 
tration by reason of race or color. 

Seo. 6. That the true intent and meaning of 
the oath prescribed in said supplementary act 
is, (among other things,) that no person who 
has been a member o? the Legislature of any 
State, or who has held any executive or judicial 
office in any State, whether he has taken an 
oath to support the Constitution of the United 
States or not, and whether he was holding such 
office at the commencement of the rebellion^ or 
had held it before, and who has afterwards en- 
gag^ed in insurrection or rebellion against the 
United States, or given aid or comfort to the 
enemies thereof, is entitled to be registered or 
to vote ; and the words "executive or judicial 
office in any State" in said oath mentioned shall 
be construed to include all civil offices created 
by law for the administration of any general 
law of a State, or for the administration of jus- 
tice. 

Seo. 7. That the time for completing the orig- 
inal registration provided for in said act may, m 
the discretion of the commander of any district, 
be extended to the 1st day of October, 1867 ; 
and the boards of registration shall have power, 
and it shall be their duty, commencing fourteen 
4ays prior to any election under said act, and 
upon reasonable public notice of the time and 
place thereof, to revise, for a period of five days, 
the registration lists, and, upon being satisfied 
that any person not entitled thereto has been 
registered, to strike the name of such person from 
the list, and such person shall not be allowed to 
vote. And such board shall also, during the 
same period, add to such registry the names of 
all persons who at that time possess the qualifi- 
cations required by said act who have not been 
already registered ; and no person shall, at any 
time, be entitled to be registered or to vote, by 
,fdd8on of any executive pardon or amnesty, £cir 



tny ad or tUa^ whiob, wiilMiit aocb pardoik 
or amnesty, wonld disqualify him from regiati*- 
tion or voting. 

Ssa 8. That seotion four of said last-named 
act shall be eonstmed to authorise the command- 
ing general named therein, whenever he shall 
deem it needful, to remove any member of a 
board of registration and to appoint another in 
his stead, and to fill any vacancy in such board. 

Seo. 9. That all members of said boards of 
registration, and all persons hereafter elected or 
appointed to office in said military districte, 
under any so-called State or municipal author* 
ity, or by detail or appointment of the district 
commanders, shall be required to take and to 
subscribe the oath of office prescribed by law 
for officers of the United States. 

Seo. 10. That no district commander or mem- 
ber of the board of registration, or any of the 
officers or appointees acting under them, shall 
be bound in his action by any opinion of any 
civil officer of the United States. 

Seo. 11. That all the provisions of this act 
and of the acts to which this is supplementary 
shall be construed liberally, to the end that au 
the intents thereof may be fully and perfectly 
carried out. 

[This bill passed the House, July 18, yeas 111, 
nays 23 ; and the Senate, the same day, yeae 31, 
nays 6 — the Republicans votine yea, and the 
Democrats nay. July 19, the bill was vetoed by 
President Johnson, and the same day it was 
re-passed by both Houses — in the House, yeas 
109, nays 25; in the Senate, yeas 30, nays 6 ; a 
party vote, as before.] 

AAtof][ar^U,lS68. 

Ah Aot to amend the act passed March 29» 
1867, entitled "An act supplementary to 'An 
act to provide for the more efficient govern- 
ment of the rebel States,' passed March 2, 
1867, and to facilitate their restoration." 
Be it enacted, cfec. That hereafter any election 
authorized by the act passed Marcl^ 23, 1867^ 
entitled "An act supplementary to 'An act to 
provide for the more efficient government of the 
rebel States,' passed March 2, 1867, and to faciU^ 
tate their restoration," shall be decided by a 
majority of the votes actually cast ; and at the 
election in which the question of the adoption 
or rejection of any constitution is submitted, any 
person duly re^stered in the State may vote in 
the election district where he offers to vote 
when he has resided therein for ten days next 

E receding such election, upon presentation o{ 
is certificate of registration, his affidavit, ot 
other satisfactory evidence, under such regular 
tions as the district commanders may prescribe. 
Sec. 2. That the constitutional convention of 
any of the States mentioned in the acts to whiA 
this is amendatory may provide that at the time 
of voting upon the ratification of the constito* 
tion, the registered voters may vote also fot 
members of the House of Representatives of the 
United States, and for all elective officers provided 
for by the said constitution ; and the same elee^ 
tion officers, who shall make the return of ik% 
votes cast on the ratification or rejection of ih^ 
constitution, shall enumerate and certify the 
votes cast for members of Ck>ngreB8. 
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^ Became a law, March 11, 1868, by lapse of 
Ume, the President not having signed or re- 
torned it with his objections within ten days 
%£ter its presentation to him. 

[This bill passed the House, February 26, 
yeas 96, nays 32; and the Senate, February 25, 

eas 28, nays 6 ; the Republicans voting for the 

ill, and the Democrats against it.] 



Aa. Act to admit the State of Arkansai to Bep* 

reientation in Congreii, Jvno 22, 1868. 

* Whereas the people of Arkansas, in porioance 

of the provisions of an act entitled " An act for 

the more efficient governmentof the rebel States," 

passed March 2, 1867, and the acts supplementaiy 

thereto, have framed and adopted a constitution 

of State government, which is republican, and 

the Legislature of said State has dulv ratified the 

^ amendment to the Constitution of the United 

Btates proposed by the Thirty-Ninth Congress, 

and known as Article XIV ; Therefore, 

Be it enacted^ <Sce., That the State of Arkansas 
is entitled and admitted to representation in 
Congress, as one of the States of tne Union, upon 
the following fundamental condition: That the 
constitution of Arkansas shall never be so amend- 
ed or changed as to deprive any citizen or class 
of citizens of the United States of the right to 
Tote who are entitled to vote by the constitution 
herein recognized, except as a punishment for 
such crimes as are now felonies at common law, 
whereof they shall have been duly convicted, 
under laws equally applicable to all the inhab- 
itants of said State ; Provided, That any altera- 
tion of said constitution prospective in its effect 
may be made in regard to the time and place of 
residence of voters. 

[This bill passed the House, May 8 — ^yeas 110, 
nays 32; the nays being all Democrats, except 
Messrs. Baker, Loan, Spalding, and Thomas 
Williams, the " fundamental condition" therein 
being " that the constitution of Arkansas shall 
never be so amended or changed as to deprive 
any citizen or class of citizens of the United 
States of the right to vote who are entitled to 
Vote by the constitution herein recognized, ex- 
cept as a. punishment for such crimes as are 
now felonies at common law, whereof they shall 
have been duly convicted.'* June 1, the bill was 
amended in the Senate, on motion of Mr. Drake, 
,60 that the ''fundamental condition" should read: 
^'That there shall never be in said State any 
denial or abridgment of the elective franchise, 
or of any other right, to any person by reason 
or on account of race or color, except Indians 
not taxed;" which was agreed to, yeas 26, nays 
14, and was then passed, yeas 34, navs 8. A 
•committee of conference agreed upon the bill as 
printed above, and their report passed the Senate, 
J uoe 6, without a division, ana the House also, 
a motion to table the report bavins been lost, 
yeas 27, (all Democrats,) nays 108, (all Republi- 
cans, except Mr. Stewart, of New York.) June 
20, the bill was vetoed by the Pbesideut, and 
.^^^ed in the House, yeas 111, nays 31 ; June 22, 
-at passed the Senate, yeas 30, nays 7. In the 
Bouse, on re-passing the bill, Mr. Stewart voted 
. tfye with the Bepublicans, and Mr. Gary voted 
f^nqj/ with the Democrats. In the Senate the 
vote was: 
22 



TcAS— Messrs. Chandler, Cole, Conklfn^, Connecs, 
CorbetL Gragin, Edmonds, Feny, Fessenden. Harlan, 
Howard, Morgan, Morrill of Vermont, Nye, Patterson 
of New Hampshire, Pomeroy. Ramsey. Boss, Sherman, 
Sprague, Stewait, Sumner, Thayer, Tiplon, Trumbull, 
Van Winkle, Wade, Willey, Wilson, Yates— 30. 

Nats— Messrs. Bayard^ Davis, DootitHe^ Hendricks, Mo 
Oreery, Patterson of Tennessee, Saulsbury—7, 

An Aet to Admit the Statei of Vorth Carolina* 

Sonth Carolina, Looiiiana, Georgia, Alabama^ 

and Florida to Bepretentation in CongroM* 

Jnne 25, 1868. 

Whereas the people of North Carolina, South 
Carolina, Louisiana, (Georgia, Alahama, and Flor- 
ida have, in nnrsuance of the provisions of an 
act entitled "An act for the more efficient govern- 
ment of the rehel States,*' passed March 2, 1867, 
and the acts supplementary thereto, framed con- 
stitutions of State government which are repub- 
lican, and have adopted such constitutions by 
large majorities of the votes cast at the elections 
held for the ratification or rejection of the same: 
therefore, 

Beit enacted, <&c., That each of the States of 
North Carolina, South Carolina, Louisiana, Geor- 
gia, Alabama, and Florida, shall be entitled and 
admitted to representation in Congress as a State 
of the Union when the Legislature of such State 
shall have dulv ratified the amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States proposed by 
the Thirty-Ninth Congress, and known as Arti- 
cle XIV, upon the following fundamental condi- 
tions : That the constitution of neither of said 
States shall ever be so amended or changed as to 
deprive any citizen, or class of citizens, of the 
United States of the right to vote in said State 
who are entitled to vote by the constitution 
thereof, herein recognized, except as a punish- 
ment for such crimes as are now felonies at coril* 
mon law, whereof they shall have been duly 
convicted under laws equally applicable to all 
the inhabitants of said State ; Provided^ That 
any alteration of said constitutions may be made 
with regard to the time and place of residence 
of voters. And the State of Ueorgia shall only 
be entitled and admitted to representation upon 
this further fundamental condition : That the 
first and third subdivisions of section seventeen 
of the fifth article of the constitution of said 
State, except the proviso to the first subdivision, 
shall be null and void, and that the eeneral 
assembly of said State, by solemn public act, 
shall declare the assent of the State to the fore* 
going fundamental condition.^ 

Seo. 2. That if the day fixed for the first 
meeting of the Legislature of either of said 
States, hy the constitution or ordinance thereof, 
shall have passed, or have so nearly arrived be- 
fore the passage of this act that there shall not 
be time lor the Legislature to assemble at the 
period fixed, such Legislature shall convene at 
the end of twenty days from the time this aot 
takes effect unless the Governor^elect shall soon* 
er convene the same. 

Sec. 3. That the first section of this act shall 
take effect as to each State, except Georgia, when 
such State shall by its Legislature duly ratify 
Article XIV of the amendments to the Consti- 
tution of the United States, proposed by the 
Thirty-Ninth Congress, and as to the State of 



• See page 331. 
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GMV||ift wktm it shall in addition give tM i|flM»t 
of said State to the fondamental oondition here- 
inbefore imposed npon the same: and thereupon 
the officers of each State, dalv elected and qual- 
ified under the constitution thereof, shall m in- 
ancurated without delay ; but no person nrohib- 
itea from holding office under the Unitea States 
or under any State by section three of the pro- 
posed amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States known as Article XIV, shall be 
deemed eligible to any office in either of said 
States unless relieved from disability as provided 
in said amendment ; and it is hereby made the 
dut}r of the President, within ten da^s after re- 
ceiving official information of the ratification of 
said amendment by the Legislature of either of 
said States, to issue a proclamation announcing 
that fact. 

[This bill passed the House, May 14, yeas 
110« nays 35 ; the Senate, June 9, yeas 31, nays 
5 — Republicans/or, Pemocrats agavMt it. June 
25, it was vetoed by President Johnson, and 
passed over the veto, same day, in the House, 
yeas 107, nays 31 ; and in the Senate, yeas 35, 
nays 8.] 

IXPOBTAVT YOTEfl BUBOf TRX 00ABI9IB* 
ATIOir OF THE ABOVE BULB. 

Yotei prior to Paiiage of Act of Kareh U. IMS. 

During the pendency in the Senate of the act 
of March 11, 1868— 

February 25 — ^Mr. Doolittle moved to amend 
by adding to the second section this proviso : 

" Provided, nevertheless, That upon an election 
for the ratification of any constitution, or of 
officers under the same, previous to its adoption 
in any such State, no person not having the 
i^oalincations of an elector under the constitu- 
tion and laws of such State, previous to the late 
rebellion, shall be allowed to vote, unless he 
shall possess one of the following qualifications, 
viz.: 

" Ist. He shall have served as a soldier in the 
Federal army for one year or more ; or, 2d. He 
shall have sufficient education to read the Con- 
stitution of the United States, and to subscribe 
his name to an oath to support the same ; or, 
8d. He shall be seized in nis own right, or in 
the right of his wife, of a freehold of the value 
of two hundred and fifty dollars." 

Which was not agreed to~^yeas 3, nays 33, as 
follow: 

Teas— Messrs. Dixon, DoolittU, Rendrieka-^ 
"NAia—Buckalew, Chandler, Cole, Conkling, Corbett, 
Cragin, Davis, Drake, Perry, Fowler, Harlan. Hender- 
son, Howe, Morgan, Morrill of Maine, Morrill of Ver- 
mont, Nye, Patterson of New Hampshire, Pomeroy, 
Bamsey, Ross, Shermanj^Stewart,Samner. Thayer, 
Tipton, Trumbull, Van Winkle, wade, Willey, Wil- 
liams, Wilson, Yates— 33. 

1867, December 18 — ^The House passed a bill 
modifying ^e fifth section of the act of March 
23, 1867, so that a majority of the votes cast at 
the election shall be sufficient to ratify the con- 
stitution, and authorizing an election for mem- 
bers of Oongress at the same time with the vote 
on the constitution, according to the districts as 
they existed in 1858 and 1859. On this the yeas 
were 104, nays 37, Republicans and Messrs. 
Ozry and Stewart in the affirmative, and Demo- 
crats in the negative. 



1869, JMoaiy 21-- The House passed a bill 
declaring that in the ten rebel States there »ro 
no civil State governments republican in forn^ 
and that the so-called civil governments in aaii 
States shall not be recognized as valid or legal 
State Rovernments either by the executive or 
judicial power or authority of the United States.' 
The General of the army was authorized an^ 
required to enjoin, by special orders, upon all 
officers in command withm those States the per^ 
formance of all acts authorized by the reconstroc- 
tion acts, and authorized to remove from com- 
mand any or all of said commanders, and detail 
other officers of the United States army, not ba* 
low the rank of colonel, to the end that tha 
people of said several Sts^ may speedily reor« 
eaniie civil governments and be restored to po* 
utical power in the Union. The General of the 
army was authorized to remove aaj or all civU 
officers now acting under the several provisional 
governments within said several disorganized 
States, and appoint others, and to do any ani 
all acts which are authorized to be done by the 
several commanders of the military departments 
within said States ; and the law which authorizes 
the President to detail the military commanders 
to said military departments, or to remove any 
officers who may be detailed as hereia provided^ 
is hereby repealed. It was provided that it shall 
be unlawful for the President 'of the United 
States to order any part of the army or navy of 
the United States to assist, by force of arms, ths 
authority of either of said provisional go vera* 
ments in said disorganized States to oppose or 
obstruct the authority of the United States, as 
provided in this act and the acts to which this 
IS supplementary. Fine and imprisonment w«re 
proviaed for violation of this act. 

The vote was— yeas 124, nays 46, as follow : 

Yeas— Messrs. Allison, Ames, Anderson, Amell, DetoB 
R. Ashley, James M. Ashley, B€dley, Baker, Baldwiii« 
Banks, Beaman, Benjamin, Benton, Bingham, Blaine, 
Blair, Boutwell, Bromwell, Broomall, Buckland. Cake, 
Churchill, Reader W. Clarke, Sidney Clarke, Cobb, Ce- 
barn, Cook, Cullom, Dawes, Dixon, Dodge, DonneUy, 
Drigss, Eeklev, Eggleston, Ela, Eliot, Farnaworth, Fer- 
riss, Ferry. Fields, Garfield, Gravely, GriswoldLHalsey, 
Harding, Higby, Hooper, Hopkins, Asah el W. Hubbara, 
Chester D. Habbard, Halourd, Hunter, Ingersoll, 
Jenckes, Judd, Julian, Kelley, Kelsey, Ketcham, KU- 
chen, Koontz, William Lawrence, Lincoln, Logan, 
Longhridffe, Marvin, Maynard, McCarthy, McClcu^ 
Mercar, Miller, Moore, Moorhead, Mulllns, Myers, New- 
comb, Nunn, O'Neill, Orth, Paine, PerhamjPetera, Ffifae, 
Pile, Plants, Poland, Polsley, Pomeroy, Price, Kama, 
Robertson. Sawyer, Schenck, Scofield, Selye, Sha&lcfe, 
Smith, Spalding, Starkweather, Aaron F. Stevens, Thad- 
deus Stevens, Taylor, Thomas, Trowbridge, TwichcSl, 
Upson, Van Aemam, Burt Van Horn, Robert T. Van 
Horn, van Wyck, Ward, Cadwalader C. Washburn, Sft- 
lihu B. Washbume, Henry D. Washburn, William g. 
Washburn, Welker. Thomas Williams, William W3- 
liams, James P. Wilson, John T. Wilson, Stephen F. 
Wilson, Windom, Woodbridge— 124. 

Nats— Messrs. Adams, Archer, AxteU, Barnes, Barnum, 
Beck, Boyer. Brooks, Burr, Cary, Charder, Eldridge, J'bft 
Getz, Olossbrenner, GoUaday. Orover, Baight, Sbimtm, 
Hote?Mss, Bichara D. ffwbard, Humphrey, Jokmm^ 
Jones, Kerr, Knott, Marshall, MeCormiek, M orrita t u^ ^ 
Mimgen, Niblack, Nicholson, Phelps, Prwm, EobkiMm^ 
Boss, Sitgreaves, Stetoart, Stone, Taher, L. & MmSbt 
Van Aukm, Van Trump, Woodf Woodward-45* 

Pending this bill, 

1868, January 21— Mr. Butler offered a afii- 
stitute that, in order to supply the place of th^i^a 
illegal governments, the constitutional coaveii- 
tions of each of said States, as soon as such oofe- 
ventions, respectively, shidl have submitted Id 
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the people a constitiitioii or frame of govern- 
meot for their ratification, shall have power to 
appoint all civil officers. It shall be the dnty of 
the several district commanders to confirm the 
appointment of such officers by the convention ; 
to install each officer in his office ; to canse to be 
pat into the nossession and control of each offi- 
cer the recoras and archives and other property 
of the State pertaining to his office, and to do all 
other acts which may be necessary to enable 
Bach State officers, respectively, to perform the 
functions of their offices. These governments to 
continue until each State shall be represented in 
Congress and other State officers shall have been 
elected and qualified under the constitution 
thereof. 

Which was disagreed to— yeas 53, nays 112. 
The yeas were : 

Messrs. Allison, Anderson, Amell, Delos R. Ashley, 
James M. Ashley, Banks, Broomall, Butler, Cake, Cary, 
Churchill, Reader W. Clarke, Sidney Clarke, Cobb, Co- 
bam, Donnelly, Drigss, Eckley, Ela. Ferry, Fields, 
Gravely, Harding, Hf ' '•*'•• — - 



^, „, — -w-^y» Hunter, Judo, Julian, Eelley, 

Kelsey, Kitchen, William Lawrence, Logan, Lougn- 
ridge, Maynard, McClurg, Mercur, Mnllins, Newcomb, 
Nium, Perham, Baum, Scfaenck, Shanks, Thaddeus 
6teTeiLs, Taylor, Thomas, John Trimble. Robert T. Van 
Horn, Van Wyck, Ward, William Williuns, Stephen 
F. Wilson, Windom. 

This bill was not taken up in the Senate. 

▼0TE8 BIFBSSaTnBHT TO TEE PA88AGX 07 
THE ACT OF KABCH U, 1868, A HD PE IOB 
TO THE ACTS OF JUHE 88, AHD JUlfE 8i, 
1868. 

The Alabama BUI. 

1868, March 26— The House Committee on 
Beconstruction reported a bill to admit the State 
of Alabama to representation in Congress, as 
soon as the Legislature, then recently elected, 
shall have duly ratified the XlVth Amendment, 
for which a substitute was offered by Mr. Spald- 
ing, making the constitution recently framed the 
fundamental law for a provisional government, 
also providing that the officers elected at the 
recent election should qualify on the 1st of May, 
1868, and enter on their duties ; and the Gov- 
ernor was authorized to convene the Legislature 
recently elected, who were given authority to 
submit said constitution for ratification, with 
sneh amendments as a majority of the Legisla* 
toza may adopt. It was further provided that, 
whenever the people, by a majority vote of the 
electors of Alabama, qualified under the act of 
CoDgress of March 23, 1867, to vote for dele- 
gstee to frame a constitution, and actually 
voting upon said ratification, shall have ratified 
a constitution submitted as aforesaid, and the 
Legislature of the proposed State organization 
shall have adopted the amendment to the Con- 
stitution of the United States proposed by the 
Thirty-Ninth Congress, and known as Article 
XIV, the constitntion of Alabama may be pre- 
sd&ted to Congress for its approval. 

This substitute was agreed to— yeas 77, nays 
56, as follow : 

Tbas— Messrs. Ames Anderson, Delos R.Ash]ey, James 
11. Ajhley, Baker, Baldwin, Banks, Beatty, Benjamin, 
BromweU, Broomall, Churchill, Sidney Clarke, Cobnm, 
Coek,€k>volle,<7aUom. Dawes, Dixon, Dodge, Driggs, 
BokleT. BgaVeston,^ Eliot. Ferriss, Ferry, Halsey, Kaw- 
1^18, HlU, Hopkins, Hunter, Ingersoll, Judd, Julian, 
Kel«er«Ketehan, Kmo^ Li^ WilUamLanreiiee, 



Loan, Loufhrltfge) BCavnard, MoCUug, Hevour, M«m% 
Moorhead, Morreil, Hnllins, Myers, Nnnn, (yiteilj^ 
Orth, Poland, Polsley, Pomeroy, Price, Baom, Sawyei; 
Scofield, Shanks, Smith, SpalcUa|L Thaddeus Steven^ 
Taffe, Twichell, Upson, Burt VanHom. Robert T. Van 
Horn, Ward, ElUhn B. Washbnme, William B. Wasll- 
bnm, Welker, Thomas Williams, James F. Wilsoi^ 
John T. Wilson, Stephen F. Wilson, Woodbridge— 77. 

Nats— Messrs. Adams. AmelL Bailey, Beaman, Beek, 
Bingham, Blaine, Boulwell, JBrooft«, Buckland, BurTf 
Q*rv, Sldridget Famsworth- Fields^i^oaj, Olossbrennert 
Oouadai/, Gravely, Orover, BaighL Molman, Bichard A. 
HubbarvL Hulbnrd, Hunuphrmff JohnaoHi Jones, K&rr, 
Knott, Lmcoln, Mallory, JfarsnoU^iller, Mungen, New- 
comb, Niblaek, Nu^tolson, Paine, Perham, Peters, Pile, 
Plants, JVtiyn, Soes, IXtgreavss, Taber, Taylor, Thomas, 
John Trimble, Lawrence 8, Trimble, Van Auken^ Yarn 
IViMfip, Van Wyck, Wmdom, Woodward—^. 

The bill then passed-^yeas 102, nays 29 ; the 
nays all Democrats, including Mr. Cary, 
The bill was not taken up in the Senate. 

Tka Arkansas BiU. 

During the pendency of the bill admitting 
the State of Arkansas to representation, in tha 
Senate as in Committee of the Whole — 

1868, June 1 — Mr. Hendersoa moved this as a 
substitute for Mr. Drake's " fundamental condi- 
tion," previously noticed (page 337 : ) 

That said State, in fixing the Qualifications af 
electors therein, shall not be autnorized to dis- 
criminate against any person on account of race, 
color, or previous condition ; and also, on the 
further condition, that no person on account of 
race or color shall be excluded from the benefits 
of education, or be deprived of an equal share of 
the moneys or other funds created or used by 
public authority to promote education in said 
State. 

Which was disagreed to — ^yeas 5, nays 30, as 
follow : 

TxA»— Messrs. Bwkalew, DoolitUe, Henderson, Ba^ 
drieks, Ri>8»— 5. 

NATs-^Messrs. JBot^ard, Cameron, Oattell, Chandler, 
Cole, Conkling, Corbett, Drake, Ferrv, Frellnghuysen, 
Harlan, Howe, Johnson, McCreery, Morrill or Maine, 
Morrill of Vermont, Nye, Patterson of Tennessee, Pom- 
eroy, Ramsey, Stewart, Thayer, Tipton, Trumbull, Van 
Winkle, Vickers, Wade, WiUey, Williams, Yates-ao. 

The amendment of Mr. Drake was then agreed 
to— yeas 26, nays 14, as follow : 

YiAS— Messrs. Cameron, Cattell, Chandler, Cole, 
Conkling, Cragin, Drake, Fessenden, Frelinghuvsen, 
Harlan, Henderson, Howe, Johnson, Morrill of IVfaine, 
Morrill of Vermont, Nye, Patterson of New Hampshire, 
Ramsey, Stewart, Bumner, Thayer, Tipton, Trumbulii 
Wade, Wilson, Yatee— 26. 

Nats— Messrs. Bayard, Buekalew, Corbett, I>oolitUe, 
Perry, Fowler, Senairieks, MeOreery, Patterson of Ten- 
nessee, Ross, Van Winkle, Viekers, Willey, Williams 
—14. 

Mr. Hendricks moved to strike out all of the 
preamble and bill after the enacting clause, and 
insert : " That the State of Arkansas is hereby 
declared restored to her former proper practical 
relations to the Union, and is a^ain entitled 
to be represented by Senators anaBepresenta- 
tives in Congress." 

Which was disagreed to— yeas 15, nays 26, 
as follow : 

YsAS— Messrs. Bayard, SuekcUew, Corbett, Doolittte, 
Perry, Fowler, Hendricks, Johnson^ McCreery^ Patterson 
of New Hampshire, Patterson of Tennessee, Ross, Van 
Winkle, Viekers, Willey— 15. 

Nats— Messrs. Cameron. Catt^, Chandler, Cole, 
Conkling, Cragin, Drake, Fessenden, FrelinghuyseUt 
Henderson, Howe, Morrill of Maine, Morrill of Ve^ 
mont. Nye, Pomeroy, Ramsey, Sherman, Stewart, SanK 
ner, Thayer, Tipton, Tnunbull, Wade, Williams, Wilson^ 
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The bill being then reported to the Senate, 
Ifr. Ferry offered an amondment to strike oat 
ftU after the enacting clanse, and insert the 
words : *' That the Slate of Arkansas is entitled 
ftnd admitted to representation in Confess as 
one of the States of the Union." Which was 
disagreed to— yeas 18, nays 22, as follow : 

TiAB— Messrs. Bayard, Buckalew, Ck>iiklinff, Ck>rbett, 
DoolUUe, Ferry, Fessenden, Hmdrickt, MeCreery, Pat- 
terson of New Hampshire. Patterton of Tennessee, 
Boss, Silufeftury, Trumbull, Van Winkle, Vickers, Wil- 
lev. Williams— 18. 

Nats— Messrs. Cameron, Gattell, Chandler, Cole, Cra- 

Sn, Drake, Frelinghuysen, Harlan, Henderson, Howe, 
orrill of Vermont. Nye, Pomeroy, Ramsev. Sherman, 
^wart, Somner, Thayer, Tipton, Wade, Wilson, Yates 

The bill then passed — ^yeas 34, nays 8, as fol- 
lows: 

Tkas— Messrs. Anthony. Cameron, Cattell, Chandler, 
Cole, Conkling, Corbett, Cragin, Drake, Edmunds, Fes- 
aenden, Frelinghuysen, Harlan, Henderson, Howe, 
Morrill of Maine, Morrill of Vermont, Nye, Patterson 
of New Hampshire, Pomeroy, Ramsey, Ross, Sherman, 
Stewart, Sumner, Thayer, Tipton, Trumbull, Van Win- 
kle, Wade, WiUey. Williams, Wilson, Yates-^4. 

Nats— Messrs. Bayard^ BuckaUw.Doolittlej Hendricks, 
MeOreery,PatteraonotTenne8Be9tSaul8bwry, Ftdkera— 8. 

The Bill to Admit Vorth Carolina, South Caro- 
lina, Louisiana, Georgia, Alabama, and Flor- 
ida to Bepresentation in Congrress. 

In this hill, as ori^nally |)a8sed by the House, 
May 14, this provision was inserted at the close 
of the first section : 

So much of the seventeenth section of the fifth 
fkrticle of the constitution of the State of Geor- 
gia as gives authority to Legislatures or courts to 
repudiate debts contracted prior to the Ist day 
of June, 1865, and similar {provisions in all 
other of the constitutions mentioned in this bill, 
shall be null and void as against all men who 
were loyal dbring the whole time of the rebel- 
lion, and who durine that time supported the 
Union, and they shaU have the same rights in 
the courts and elsewhere as if no rebellion had 
ever existed. 

This section Was agreed to— yeas 79, nays 60, 
as follow: 

Yeas — Me>;srs. Adams, Ames, Anderson, Amell, 
James M. Asliley, Beaman, Beatty, Benjamin, Benton, 
Blair, Bromwell, Broomall, Buckland, Cake, Reader 
W. Clarke, Sidney Clarke, Cobb, Coburn, Donnelly, 
Driggs, Eekley, Eggleston, Farnsworth, Fields, Grave- 
ly, Harding, Higby, Hill, Holman, Hooper, Hopkins, 
Chester D. Hubbard, Hunter, Julian, Kelley, Kelsoy, 
Kitchen, Koontz, George V. Lawrence, William Law- 
rence, Loan, Loughridgo, Marvin, McCarthy, McClurg, 
Miller, Morrell, Myers, Newcomb, Nunn, O'Neill, Orth, 
Perham, Peters, Plants, Polsley, Price, Raum, Robert- 
son, Sawyer, Shanks, Smith, Thaddeus Stevens, 
Stewart, Stokes, Taffe, Thomas, John Trimble, Trow- 
bridge, Twichell, Upson, Van Wyck, Ward, Welker, 
William Williams, Stephen F. Wilson, Windom, Wood- 
bridge, Woodward— 1^. 

Nats — Messrs. Allison, Delos R. Ashley, Bailey, 
Baker, Banks, Bingham, Boutwell, Bomr, Cullom, Ela, 
Efdridqe, Eliot, Ferriss, Ferry, Garfield, Getz, Gloaa- 
brennc'r, Golladay, Grover, Ingersoll, Johmon, Judd, 
Kerr, Keteham, Knott, Lafiin, Lincoln, Logan, Mallory, 
McCormick, Moore, Morgan, Mungen, Ifiblackt I^icholsonf 
Paine, Pile, Pruyn, BandalLBoaSj Schenck, SitgreaveSf 



laron F. Stevens, Taylor, van Auken^BvLrt Van Horn, 
Van Trump, Ellihu B. Washbu 
bum, William B. Washburn— 50. 



vashbume, Henry D. Wash- 



A motion by Mr. Woodbridge to strike "Ala- 
bama" from the bill, was disagreed to— yeas 60, 
nays 74, as follow : 

TBAS-Messrs. Delos R Ashley. Baker, Baldwin, 
,fle6*, Blair, -Boy«r, Brookt, Burr, Cobum, Drigga,BM- 



ridjopt, Pnrnr, OarfleM, Gett, gton 5 riit i M r , Oottadoffyehro^ 
t&r, Hawkins, Higby, Hopkins, Hotckkisa, Htanpkptih 
Ingersoll, Jenckes, Johnson^ Julian, Kerr, Keteham^ 
KnotU George V. Lawrence, Loan, Marshall, Marrin, 
McOormkk, Morgan, Mungen, Myers, Niblaek, Nickoltais 
Orth, PAe(p«. Poland, Pruyn, Bandall, Robertson, JBo^ 
inton, Ro89, Sawyer, Sitgreavea, Smith, Stewart, iStone, 
Taylor, Van Auken, Van Trump, Ward, Ellihu B. Wash- 
bume, William B. Washburn, Woodbridge, Woad^ 
vard^-W. 

Nats— Messrs. Allison, Ames, Anderson, Amell, James 
M. Ashley, Bailey, Beaman, Beatty, Benjamin, Benton, 
Bingham, Boutwell, Bromwell, Broomal] Buckland. 
Reader W. Clarke, Sidney Clarke, Cobb, Covooa. Cul- 
lom, Eekley, Ela, Farnsworth, Ferriss, Fi««tu», ^xruyely, 
Harding, Chester D. Hubbard, Hunter, Judd, Kelley, 
Kelsey, Kitchen, Koonts, William Lawrence, Line<dn, 
Loughridge, Mallory, McCarthy, McClnrg, Miller, 
Moore, MorrelL Newcomb, Nunn, O'Neill, Paine, Pei^ 
ham, Peters, Pike, Pile, Plants, Polsley, Price, Raum, 
Schenck, Scofield, Shanks, Aaron F. Stevens, Thaddeoi 
Stevens, Stokes, Taffe, Thomas, John Trimble, Trow- 
bridge, Twichell, Upson, Burt Van Horn, Van Wyck, 
Henry D. Washburn, Welker, William Williams, 8to> 
phen F. Wilson, Windom— 74. 

In Senate. 

Jane 2 — The bill was reported with amende 
ments. As reported it excluded Alabama, and 
added Florida. 

June 9 — Mr.Wilson moved to insert Alabama; 
which was agreed to— yeas 22, nays 21, as fol* 
low: 

Teas— Nessrs. Anthony, Chandlen Conness, Corbett^ 
Ferry, Fowler, Harlan, Morrill of Maine, Morton, Njre, 
Pomeroy, Ramsey, Sherman, Stewart, Sumner, Thayer, 
Tipton, Van Winkle, Wade, Willey, Williams, wSsoV 

Nats— Messrs. Bayard, Buekalew, Cole, Conkling, Dch 
via, DooUtUe, Edmunds, Fessenden, Frelinghuysen, 
Hendricks. Howard, Howe, Johnson, MeOreery, Morgiin, 
Morrill oi Vermont, Patterson of Tennessee, Saul^iry, 
Trumbull, Viekers, Yatea— -21. 

June 10 — Mr. Sherman moved to strike from 
the first section the words : 

And the State of Georgia shall only be enti- 
tled and admitted to representation upon this 
further fundamental condition: that the first 
and third subdivisions of section seventeen ol 
the fifth article of the constitution of said State, 
except the proviso to the first subdivision, shau 
be null and void, and that the general assem- 
bly of said State, by solemn public act, shall 
declare the assent of the State to the foregoing 
fundamental condition. 

Which was disagreed to— yeas 8, nays 35, as 
follow: 

Teas— Messrs. Cameron, Ferry, Howe, Ramsey, Ghsat* 
man, Thayer, Williams, Wilson— 8. 

Nats— Messrs. Anthony, Buekalew, Chaskdler, Ool^ 
Conkling, Conness, Corbett. Cragin, Davis, Drake, £cl» 
munds, Fessenden, Frelinghuysen, ILaT\aa,Headrick8t 
Howard, Johnson, MeOreery, Morgan, Morrill of Bfidne, 
Morrill of Vermont, Morton, Nye, Patteison of Kew 
Hampshire, Patterson of Tennessee, Ross, Saultbur^ 
Sumner, Tipton, Trumbull, Van Winkle, Fie^SfWadL 
Willey, Yate8-35. 

Mr. Williams moved to strike oat of the fir^ 
section all after the words " fundamental condi* 
tion." and insert as follows : 

That so much of the seventeenth section of 
the fifth article of the constitution of the Staii 
of Georgia as suspends the collection of debt$ 
contracted prior to the 1st day of Jane, 1865, 
shall be void as against all persons who wer« 
loyal during the late rebellion, and who, during 
that time, supported the Union. 

Which was rejected. 

Mr. Williams moved to insert this clause aftef 
the word " same" in the third section, and W 
fore what is now the last danse of the biUs 
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Aud thereupon the officers of each State, duly 
elected and qualified under the constitution 
thereof, shall m inaugurated without delay ; hut 
no person prohibited from holding office under 
the United States, or under any 8tate, by section 
-th^ee of the proposed amendment to the Consti- 
tution of the united States, known as article 
fourteen, shall be deemed eligible to any office 
in either of said States. 

The first clause of the amendment, closing 
with *• delay," was agreed to — ^yeas 23, nays 18, 
AS follow : 

YB^s—Messrs. Cameron, Chandler, Conness, CorbeU, 
Cragin, Drake, Edmunds, Howard, Morrill of Maine, 
Ifofrill of Vermont, Morton, Nye, Patterson of New 
Hampshire, Pomeroy, Ramsey, Stewart, Sumner, 
Thayer, Tipton, Wade, Williams, Wilson, Yates— 23. 

Nats — ^Messrs. Baijardy BuekaleWy Cole, Conkling, 
DaviSt Fowler, Frelinghuysen, Harlan, ffendrieks. Me- 
Oteenu Morgan, Pattercon of Tennessee, Boss, SatUt- 
bur&t Trumboll, Van Winkle, Vickera, Willey— la 

, The second clause was agreed to — ^yeas 26, 
ftays 15, as follow : ' 

Yeas— Messrs. Cameron, Chandler, Cole, Conness. 
Corbett, Craein, Drake, Harlan, Howard, Morrill of 
Maine, Morrul of Vermont, Morton, Nve, Patterson of 
Kew Hampshire^Pomeroy. Bamsey, Stewart, Sumner, 
Thayer, Tipton, van Winkle, Wade, Willey, Williams, 
Wilson, Yates— 26. 

Nats— Messrs. Bayard, J9ti«A»{et9, Conkling, Douit, 
Edmunds, Fowler, Frelinghuysen, MendrtekSt MeOreeryj 
Morgan, Patterson of Tennessee, Boss, SatUafnny, 
SPrombull, Viekera^U. 

Mr. Trumbull moved to strike out " Alabama," 
which had been inserted in Committee of the 
Whole ; which was disagreed to— yeas 16, nays 
0^ as follow : 

Yeas— Messrs. Bayard, Buckalevo^ Conkling, Z>avi8, 
Bdmunds, Frelinghuvsen, ffendrieka, Kowe. MeOreery, 
Morgan, Morrill of Vermont, Patterson of Tennessee, 
gatUsbury, Trumbull, Vickers, Yates— 16. 

Nats— Messrs. Cameron, Chandler, Conness, Corbett, 
Oeagln, Drake, Ferry, Harlan, Momll of Maine, Mor- 
ton, Nye, Pomeroy, Bamsey, Boss. Sherman, Stewart, 
Scunner, Thayer, Tipton, Van Wmkle, Wade, Willey, 
Williams, Wilson— 21 

Mr. Conkling offered the following additional 
proviso : 

And the State of Alahama shall he entitled 
lojid admitted to representation only upon this 
farther fundamental condition : that section 
twenty-six of the first article of the constitution 
of -Said State, except so much thereof as makes 
navigahle waters puhlic highways, shall he null 
and void, and that the eeneral assembly of said 
State, by a solemn public act, shall declare the 
assent of the State to the foregoing fundamental 
condition. 

' 'Which was disagreed to— yeas 16, nays 23, as 
follow: 

Yeas— Messrs. Anthony, Buekalewy Conkling. Cort)ett, 
Xdmunds, Frelinghnysen, Hendriekaf ILowe,MeOr^eery^ 
If organ, Morrill of Maine, Morrill of Vermont^ Nye, 
^att^raon of Tennessee, Boss, Viekers—IQ, 

NATS—Messrs. Chandler, Cole, ConnesSr^ Cragin; 
Drake, Ferry, Harlan, Howard, Morton, Fomeroy, 
Bamsey, /SCaniw&uf^j Shennan,^tewartjSamn6F, Thayev, 
Ttoton, Van *"* ■«. « 



de. Wade, Willey, Williams, Wilsoa, 
Mr* Williams offered to add to his amendmeui 



adopted above, the words : " Unless relieved from 
disaoility, as provided in said amendment;" 
which was agreed to. 

The bill then passed — ^yeas 31, nays 6 ; as fol- 
low: 

' Yeas— Mesne. Anthony, Cameron* Chandler, Cole, 
Conkling, Conness, Cragin, Drake, Ferry, Prelinjrhuy- 
sen, Harlan, Howard, Howe, Morgan, Morrill of Maine, 
Morrill of Vermont, Nye, Patterson of New Hamp- 
shire, Poinerqy, Bamsey, Boss, Sherman, Stewart, Suin- 
ner, Thayer, Tipton, Trumbull, Wade, Williams, Wu* 
som Yates— 31. 

Nats — Messrs. Bayard^ Buckalew, McOrtery^ Patterson 
of Tennessee, Vieker8--6. 

In House. 

June 12 — The Committee on Reconstruction 
recommended concurrence in the Senate amend- 
ments. 

Mr. Farnsworth moved to strike Florida from 
the bill ; which was disagreed to— yeas 45, navs 
99, as follow: 

Ybas— Messrs. Archer, Axtdt, Barnes, Beck, Bf^er, 
Bromwell, Brooks, Burr, Cobb, Bldridge, Eliot Fam»> 
worth, Getz, Glossbrenncry OoUaday, Orover, Harding, 
Holman, Hopkins, HoteMdss^ Jalian, Knott, MarshaU, 
Maynard, McCormiek, McCuUough, Morrissey, Niblack, 
Nicholson, Paine, PAc(p«, Pike, Price, BandaU, Robinson, 
Sawyer, Stewart, Stone, Taber, Taffe, Lawrence S. TVim- 
ble, Van Auken, Van Trump, Ellihn B. Washbume, 
Woodward-i6, 

NATS—Messrs. Allison, Ames, Deloa B. Ashley, James 
M. Ashley, Bailey, Baker, Baldwin, Banks, Beaman, 
Beatty, Benjamin, Benton, Bingham, Blame, Blair, 
Broomall, Buckland, Butler, Cake, Churchill, Beader 
W. Clarke, Sidney Clarke, Cobum, Cook, Cornell, Co- 
vode, Cullom, Dawes, Delano, Dixon, Dodge, Donnelly, 
Driggs, Eckley, Eggleston, Ela, Ferriss, Ferry, Fields, 
Garfield, Qravely, Griswold, Halsey, Hawkins, Higby, 
Chester D. HubbardLHulburd, Ingersoll, Judd, Kelsey, 
Ketcham, Kitchen, Koontz, liaflm, Lincoln, Loan. Lo- 
san, Loughridge, Ljmch, Mallory, Marvin, McClurg, 
Mercur, Miller, Moore, Morrell, Mullins, Myers, New- 
comb, O'Neill, Pile, Plants, Polsley, Pomeroy, Baum, 
Bobertson, Schenck, Scofield. Selye, Shellabarger, 
Spalding, Starkweather, Aaron F. Stevens, Stokes, Tay- 
lor, Thomas, John Trimble, Trowbridge, Twichell, Up- 
son, Van»Aemam, Bobert T. Van Horn, Ward, Henry 
D. Washburn, William B. Washburn, Welker, William 
Williams, John T. Wilson, Windom— 90. 

The amendments were then concurred in— > 
yeas 111, nays 28 ; as follow : 

YiAS-^Messrs. Allison, Ames, Delos B. Ashley, James 
M. Ashley, Bailey, Banks, Beaman, Beatty, Beiigamin, 
Benton, Bingham, Blaine, Blair, Bromwell, BroomaU, 
Buckland, Butler, Churchill, Beader W. Clarke, Sidney 
Clarke, Cobb, Cobum, Cook, Cornell, Covode, Cullom, 
Dawes, Delano, Dixon, Dodge, Donnelly, Driggs, Eck- 
ley, Eggleston, Ela, Eliot, Ferriss, Ferry, Fields, Gar- 
field, Gravely, Griswold, Halsey, Harding, Hawkins, 
Higby, Hopkins, Chester D. Hubbard, Hulburd.Ingeiv 
soli, Judd, Julian, Kelsey, Ketcham, Kitchen, Koont^ 
Laflin, Lincoln, Loan, Logan, Louehridge, Lyiich, Mal- 
lory, Marvin. Majmard, McClurg, Mercur, Milfer, Moore, 
Morrell, Mullins, Myers, Newcomb, O'Neill, Paine, Pe- 
terSf Pike, Pile, Plants, Polsley, Pomeroy, Price, Baum, 
Boberteon, Sawyer, Schenck, Scofield, Selye, Shella- 
barger, Spalding, Starkweather, Aaron F. StevenSjfi^ctiv 
art, Stokes, Taflfe, Taylor, Thomas, John Trimble, Trow- 
bridge, Twichell, Upson, Van Aemam, Bobert T. Van 
Horn, Ward, Ellihu B. Washbume, Henry D. Wash- 
bum, William B. Washburn, Welker, William Williams, 
John T. Wilson, Windom— 111. 

NATS—Messrs. Archer, AzteU, Barnes, Boyer, Brooks, 
Burr, Bldridge, Getz, Glossbrenner, GoUaday, Grover, 
Holman, Sbtehkiss, MarshaU, McCormiek, McOullough, 
Morriss^, Niblack, Nicholson, Phelps, BandaU, Bobinson, 
Stone, Tdber, Lawrence 8, TrvmiUe, Van Auken, Vtm 
Trump, Woodward— 28, 
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Iqjoiaiiif Obedienee to tht Oonstitntiom Md 
Lawsi Soptomber 8» 1867. 

Whereas, by the Oonstiiation of ihe United 
States, the ezeeative power is vetted in a Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, who is 
bound by solemn oath faithfully to ezecnte the 
office of President, and to the best of his ability 
to preserve, protect, and defend the Constitution 
of the United States, and is bv the same instru- 
ment made Commander-in-C!nief of the army 
and navy of the United States, and is required 
to take care that the laws be faithftdly executed ; 

And whereas, by the same Constitution, it is 
provided that the said Constitution and the 
laws of the United States which shall be made 
in pursuance thereof shall be the supreme law 
of tlie land, and the judgee in every State shall 
be bound thereby ; 

AiA. whereas in and by the same Constitution 
4^ jvtiietal.power of the United States is vested 
nn oDfe Supreme Court and in such inferior courts 
AS CoM^ess may from time to time ordain and 
•establara, and the aforesaid judicial power is 
•dedaaied to extend to all cases in law and eonity 
ftfisiAf under rthe Constitution, the laws ot the 
United States, and the treaties which shall be 
made onder their authority ; 

And whereas all officers, civil and military, 
are bound by oath that they will support and 
defend the Constitution against all enemies, for- 
eign and domestic, and will bear true faith and 
allegianee to the same; 

And whereas all officers of the army and navy 
of the United States, in accepting their commis- 
sions under the laws of Congress and the rules 
and articles of war, incur an obligation to ob- 
serve, obey, and follow such directions as they 
shall from time to time receive from the Presi- 
dent or the (General, or other superior officers set 
over them, according to the rules and discipline 
of war ; 

And whereas it is provided by law that when- 
ever, by reason of unlawful obstructions, combi- 
nations, or assemblages of persons, or rebellion 
against the authority of the Government of the 
XJnited States, it shall become impracticable, in 
the judgment of the President of the United 
States, to enforce, by the ordinary course of 
judicial proceedings, the laws of the United 
States within any State or Territorv, the Exec- 
titrve in that case is authorized and required to 
secure their faithful execution by the employ- 
ment of the land and naval forces; 

And whereas impediments and obstructions, 
serious in their character, have recently been 
interposed in the States of North Carolina and 
South Carolina, hindering and preventing for a 
time a proper enforcement there of the laws of 
the Unitea States, and of the judgments and 
decrees of a lawful court thereof, in disregard 



* For other proclamations and orders, see Mtges 7-18 
of the Manual of 1866, and pages 68-74 of the Manual of 
1867 or Ui-aoo of the "Combined ManuaL 



of the command of the President of the United 
States; 

And whereas reasonable and well-foonded 
apprehensions exist that such ill-advised and 
unlawful proceedings may be again attempted 
there or elsewhere : 

Now, therefore, I, Andrew Johnson. President 
of the United States, do hereby warn all pevseni 
aeainst obstructing or hindering in any maimer 
whatsoever the faithful execution of the Consti- 
tution and the laws ; and I do solemnly enjoin 
and command all officers of the Government, 
civil and military, to render due submission and 
obedience to said laws, and to ihe judgmenti 
and decrees of the courts of the United State, 
and to give all the aid in their power necesaaiy 
to the prompt enforcement and execution of 
such laws, decrees, judgments, and processes. 

And I do hereby enjoin upon the officers of 
the army and navy to assist and sustain the 
courts and other civil authorities of the United 
States in the faithful adminiskation of the laws 
thereof, and in the judgments, decrees, mandates, 
and processes of the courts of the United States ; 
and 1 call upon all good and well-disposed dti- 
cens of the United States to remember that upon 
the said Constitution and laws, and upon tht 
judgments, decrees, and processes of the coivts 
made in accordance with the same, depend the 

Erotection of the lives, liberty, property, md 
appiness of the people. And i exhort them 
everywhere to testify their devotion to their 
country, their pride in its prosperitv and greftt* 
ness, and their determation to uphold its free in- 
stitutions by a hearty co-operation in the efforti 
of the Government to sustain the authority of 
the law, to maintain the supremacy of the Fed- 
eral Constitution, and to preserve unimpaired 
the integrity of the National Union. 

In testimony whereof, I have caused the seal 
of the United States to be affixed to these pro- 
sents, and sign the same with my hand. 

Done at the city of Washington the 3d day of 
[l. 8.] September, in the year 1867. 

By the President : ^^^^^^ JoHNSOir. 

Wm. H. Sbwabd, Seerglary of State, 

BactMicUi^ Full PardPA to Oartain Fwrsoss who 

were Engaged in the lata BebtlUon, Hapt fp 
ber 7, 1867. 

Whereas, in the month of July, anno Domini 
1861, the two houses of Congress, with extra- 
ordinary unanimity, solemnly declared that Qie 
war then existing was not waged on the p«rt of 
the Government m any spirit of oppression, nor 
for any purpose of conquest or subjugation, nor 
purpose of overthrowing or interfering with 4he 
rights or established institutions of the States, 
but to defend and maintain the supremacy of 
the Constitution, and to preserve the Union with 
all the dignity, equality, and rights of the 
several States nnimpairea, and that as soon as 
these objects shonla be accomplished the war 
ought to cease ; 
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^ And wliereM ibo Pi^dmit ol th9 UniM 
States, on the eighth day of December, anno 
Domini 1863, and on the twenty-sixth day of 
March, anno Domini 1864, did, with the objects 
of suppressing the then existing rebellion, of 
indacing all persons to return to their loyalty, 
and of restoring the authority of the United 
States, issue proclamations offering amnesty and 
pardon to all persons who had directly or indi- 
rectly participated in the then existing rebellion, 
except as in those proclamations was specified 
and reserved ; 

And whereas the President of the United 
States did, on the twenty-ninth day of May, 
anno Domini 1865, issue a further proclamation 
with the same objects before mentioned, and to 
the end that the authority of the Government of 
the United States micht be restored, and that 
peace, order, and freedom might be established, 
and the President did, by the said last- 
mentioned proclamation, proclaim and declare 
that he thereby granted to all persons who 
bad directly or indirectly participated in the 
then existing rebellion, except as therein ex- 
cepted, amnesty and pardon, with restoration of 
all rights of property, except as to slaves, and 
except in certain cases where legal proceedings 
had been instituted, but upon condition that 
Buch peraons should take ana subscribe an oath 
therein prescribed, which oath shoiJd be regis- 
tered for permanent preservation; 

And whereas, in and by the said last-mentioned 
proclamation of the twenty-ninth day of May, 
anno Domini 1865, fourteen extensive classes of 
persons, therein specially described, were alto- 
gether excepted and excluded from the benefits 
thereof ; 

And whereas the President of the United 
States did, on the second day of April, anno 
Domini 1866, issue a proclamation declaring 
that the insurrection was at an end, and was 
thenceforth to be so regarded ; 

And whereas there now exists no organized 
armed resistance of misguided citizens or others 
to the authority of the United States in the 
States of Georgia, South Carolina, Virginia, 
North Carolina, Tennessee, Alabama, Louisiana, 
Arkansas, Mississippi, Florida, and Texas, and 
the laws can be sustained and enforced therein 
by the proper civil authority. State or Federal, 
and the people of said States are well and loyally 
disposed, and have conformed, or, if permitted 
to do BO, will conform in their legislation to the 
condition of afi&kirs growing out of the amend- 
ment to the Constitution of the United States 
prohibiting slavery within the limits and juris- 
diction of the United States ; 

And whereas there no longer exists any rea- 
sonable ground to apprehend, within the States 
which were involved in the late rebellion, any 
renewal thereof, or any unlawful resistance by 
the people of said States to the Constitution and 
laws of the United States ; 

And whereas large standing armies, military 
occupation, martiallaw, military tribunals, and 
the suspension of the privilege of the writ of 
JiabeoA corpui and the right of trial by jury, 
are, in time of peace, dangerous to public liberty, 
iacompatible with the individual rights of the 
citizen, contrary to the genius and spirit of our 



&ee lostitationBg and exhaiMtive of the 9ation4 
resources, and ought not, therefore, to he sano^ 
tioned or allowed, except in cases of actual neoea- 
sity for repelling invasion, or suppressing insax" 
rection or rebellion ; 

And whereas a retaliatory or vindictive 
policy, attended by unnecessary disqualifica- 
tions, pains, penalties, confiscations, and dis* 
franchisements, now, as always, could only tend 
to hinder reconciliation among the people and 
national restoration, while it must seriously 
embarrass, obstruct, and repress popular ener* 
gies and national industry and enterprise ; 

And whereas, for these reasons, it is now 
deemed essential to the public welfare, and to 
the more perfect restoration of constitutional 
law and order, that the said last-mentioned pi o- 
clamation, so as aforesaid issued on the 2dth 
day of May, A. D. 1865, should be modified, and 
that the full and beneficent pardon conceded 
thereby should be opened and further extended to 
a large number of Uie persons who, by its afore- 
said exceptions, have been hitherto excluded 
from executive clemency : 

Now, therefore, be it known that I, Andrew 
Johnson, President of the United States, do 
hereby proclaim and declare that the full pardon 
described in the said proclamation of the 29th 
day of May, A. D. 1865, shall henceforth be 
opened and extended to all persons who, directly 
or indirectly, participated in the late rebellion, 
with the restoration of all privileges, immuni- 
ties, and rights of property, except as to proper- 
ty with regard to slaves, and except in cases of 
legal proceedings under the laws of the United 
States ; but upon this condition, nevertheless : 
that every sucn person who shall seek to avail 
himself of this proclamation shall take and sub- 
scribe the following oath, and shall cause the 
same to be registered for permanent preserva- 
tion, in the same manner and with the same 
effect as with the oath prescribed in the said 
proclamation of the 29th day of May, 1865, 
namely : 

" I, •, do solemnly swear, (or affirm,) in presence 

of Almighty God, that I will henceforth faithfully 
enpport, protect, and defend the Constitution of the 
United States, and the Union of the States thereunder | 
luid that I will, in like manner, abide bjr and faithfully 
support all laws and proclamations which have been 
made during the late rebellion with reference to th» 
emancipation of slaves : So help me God." 

The following persons, and no others, are ex- 
cluded from the benefits of this proclamation, 
and of the said proclamation of the twenty -ninth 
day of May, 1865, namely : 

First. The chief or pretended chief executive 
officers, including the Tresident, Vice President, 
and all heads of departments of the pretended 
Confederate or rebel Government, ana all who 
were agents thereof in foreign States and coun- 
tries, and all who held, or pretended to hold, in 
the service of the said pretended Confederate 
Government, a military rank or title above the 
grade of brigadier general, or naval rank or 
title above tnat of ci^tain, and all who were 
or pretended to be Governors of States, while 
maintaining, aiding, abetting, or submitting to 
and acquiescing in the rebellion. 

Second. All persons who in any way treated 
otherwise than as lawful prisoners of war per- 
sons who in any capacity were employed or e»- 
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gaged in the militaiy or naral lenriee of the 

United States. 

Third. All persons who, at the time they may 
Seek to ohtain the benefits of this proclamation, 
are actually in civil, military, or naval confine- 
ment or custody, or legally neld to bail, either 
before or after conviction, and all persons who 
^ere engaged directly or indirectly m the assas- 
sination ol the late Presides t of the United 
States, or in any plot or conspiracy in any manr 
ner therewith connected. 

In testimony whereof, I have signed these 

presents with my hand, and have caused the atal 

of the United States to be hereunto affixed. 

Done at the city of Washington, the seventh 

day of September, in the year of our 

Lord one thousand eight hundred and 

[seal.] sixty-seven, and of the Independence 

of the United States of America the 

ninety-second. 

Ahdbew Joevsov. 
By tiie President : 

WnjJAK H. Sbwaed, 

Secretary of State, 

Of Otneral Anmttty, July 4, 1868. 

Whereas in the month of July, A. D. 1861, in 
accepting the condition of civil war, which was 
brought about by insurrection and rebellion in 
several of the States which constitute the United 
States, the two houses of Congress did solemnly 
declare that the war was not waged on the part of 
the Government in any spirit of oppression.nor for 
any purpose of conquest or subjugation, nor for 
any purpose of overthrowing or interfering with 
the rights or established institutions of the States, 
but only to defend and maintain the supremacy 
of the Constitution of the United States, and to 
preserve the Union with all the dignity, equality, 
and rights of the several States unimpaired; 
and that so soon as these objects should be ac- 
accomplished, the war on the part of the Govern- 
ment should cease ; 

And whereas the President of the United 
States has heretofore, in the spirit of that decla- 
ration, and with the view of securing for it ulti- 
inate and complete effect, set forth several proc* 
lamations, offering amnesty and pardon to persons 
who had been or were concerned in the atoresaid 
rebellion, which proclamations, however, were 
attended with prudential reservations and excep- 
tions, then deemed necessary and proper, and 
which proclamations were respectively issued on 
the 8th day of December, 1863, on the 26th day 
of March, 1864, on the 29th day of May, 1865, 
and on the 7th day of September, 1867 ; 

And whereas the said lamentable civil war 
has long since altogether ceased, with an ac- 
knowledged guarantee to all the States of the 
supremacy of the Federal Constitution and the 
Government thereunder; and there no longer 
oxists any reasonable ground to apprehena a 
renewal of the said civil war, or any foreign 
interference, or any unlawful resistance by any 
portion of the people of any of the States to 
the Constitution and laws of the United States ; 

And whereas it is desirable to reduce the 
standing army, and to bring to a speedy termi- 
nation military occupation, martial law, military 
tribunals, abridgement of freedom of speech and 



of ih« pren, and snspeDsion of &e pririlegt-of 
habeai eorpui, and the right of trial by jury- 
such encroachments upon our free institutions 
in times of peace being dangerous to public 
liberty, incompatible with the individual ri^ts 
of the citizen, contrary to the genius and spirit 
of our republican form of government, and ex- 
haustive of the national resources ; 

And whereas it is believed that amnesty and 
pardon will tend to secure a complete ana uni- 
versal establishment and prevalence of municipal' 
law and order, in conformity with the Constitu-* 
tion of the United States, and to remove all 
appearances or presumptions of a retaliatory or 
vindictive policy on the part of the Government 
attended by unnecessary disqualifications, paii^ii, 
penalties, confiscations, and disfranchisements ; 
and, on the contrary, to promote and procure 
complete fraternal reconciliation among the whole 
people, with due submission to the Constitution 
and laws : 

Now, therefore, be it known that I, Andrew 
Johnson, President of the United States, do, by 
virtue of the Constitution and in the name of 
the people of the United States, hereby proclaim 
and declare, unconditionally and without reser- 
vation, to all and to every person who directly 
or indirectly participated in the late insurrection 
or rebellion, excepting such person or persons as 
may be under presentment or indictment in any 
court of the United States having competent 
jurisdiction upon a charge of treason or other 
felony, a full pardon and amnesty for the offence 
of treason against the United States, or of ad- 
hering to their enemies during the late civil 
war, with restoration of all rignts of property, 
except as to slaves, and except also as to any 
property of which any person may have been 
legally divested under tne laws oi the United 
States. 

In testimony wherof I have signed these 

presents with my hand, and have caused the 

seal of the United States to be hereunto affixed. 

Done at the city of Washington, the fourth 

day of July, in the year of our Lord one 

[seal.] thousand ei^ht hundred and sixty-ei^ht, 

and of the independence of the United 

States of America the ninety-third. 

Andeew Johksobt. 
By the President ; 

William H. Sewaed, Sec'y of State. 

Order Bespeoting the Trans action of PubUe 
BusinesB, December 17, 1867. 

It is desired and advised that all communi- 
cations in writing intended for the executive 
department of the Government, and relating 
to public business, of whatever kind, including 
suggeptions for legislation, claims, contracts, 
enaployment, appointments and removals from 
office, and paraons, be transmitted directly, in 
the first instance, to the head of the department 
to which the care of the subject-matter of the 
communication properly belongs. This regula- 
tion has become necessary for tne more conre- 
nient, punctual, and regular despatch of the 
public business. 

By order of the President : 

William H. Sewaed, Se€*y of 8tat$, 

^ASHiiraTON, December 17. 1867. 
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tidrreetiiig ani Error of Dttib in pretitns Proola- 
mation,* Ootobor 7, 1867. 

'Whereas it has been ascertained that in the nine- 
teenth para^aph of the proclamatipji of the Presi- 
dent of the united States, of the 20thof Augost, 
1866, declaring the insurrection at an end which 
had theretofore existed in the State of Texas, the 
previous proclamation of the 13th of Jane, 1865, 
instead of that of the 2d of April, 1866, was re- 
ferred to. Now, therefore, be it known that I, 
Andrew Johnson, President of the United States, 
do hereby declare and proclaim, that the said 
words '• thirteenth of June, one thousand eight 
hundred and sixty-five '* are to be regardedas 
erroneous in the paragraph adverted to, and 
that the words '* second day of April, one thous- 
and eight hundred and sixty-six" are to be 
considered as substituted therefor. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand, and caused the seal of the United 
States to be affixed. 
1>bne at the city of Washington, this 7th day of 

October, in the year of our Lord 1867, 
(seal.] and of the Independence of the United 

States of America, the ninety-second. 

AUDEEW JOHNSOH. 

By the President : 

William H. Sewakd, Sec'y of State, 

0rden Beferria^to BeoonitmotieiLt 

. [Gieneral Orders No. 77.] 
HBAiHi'BS OF Abmy, Adj't Gen's Oppioe, 
Washington, August 19, 1867. 
' X. The following orders have been received 
firom the President: 

iFor these orders see page 306.) 
I. In pursuance of tne foregoing order of the 
President of the United States, Major General 
G. H. Thomas will, on receipt of the order, turn 
over his present command to the officer next in 
rank to nimself, and proceed to New Orleans, 
Louisiana, to relieve Major General P. H. Sher- 
idan of the command of the fifth military dis- 
trict. 

III. Major tJeneral P H. Sheridan, on being 
relieved from the command of the fifth military 
district by Major CJeneral G. H. Thomas, will 
proceed to Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, and will 
relieve Major General W. S. Hancock in the 
command of the department of the Missouri. 

IV. Major General W. S. Hancock, on being 
relieved from the command of the department 
•of the Missouri hy Major General Sheridan, will 
proceed to Louisville, Kentucky, and will as- 
sume command of the department of the Cum- 
berland. 

V. -Major General G. H. Thomas will continue 
to execute all orders he may find in force in the 
fifth military district at the time of his assuming 
command of it, unless authorized by the GenersS 
of the army to annul, alter, or modify them. 

VI. Major General Sheridan, before relieving 
Major General Hancock, will report in person 
at these headquarters. 

By command of General Grant. 

E. P. Tow»SBJH), A- 4 (?. 



* See page 70 of the Manual for 1867, or page 196 of 
fhe combined Manual for the proclamation referred to, 

+ For previous order see page 73 of Political Man- 
ual of 1807, or page 199 of the combined ManuaL 



[General Orders Na Bh} 
HlUUX^UABTEBS OF THB AbICT, 

Adjutaht Gbfebal's Ofpiob, 
Washington, August 27, 1867. 
I. The following orders have been received 
from the President : 

iFor these orders see page 808.) 
I. In compliance with the foregoing instruc* 
tions of the President of the United States, Maj or 
General P. H. Sheridan will, on receipt of this 
order, turn over his present command to Brevet 
Major General Charles Griffin, the officer next 
in rank to himself, and proceed, without delay, 
to Fort Leavenworth, iCansas, and will relieve 
Major General Hancock in command of the de- 
partment of the Missouri. 

III. On being relieved by Major (General 
Sheridan, Major General Hancock will proceed, 
without delay, to New Orleans, Louisiana, ana 
assume command of the fifth military district, 
and of the department composed of the States ox 
Louisiana and Texas. 

IV. Major General George H. Thomas will 
continue in command of the department of the 
Cumberland. 

By command of General Grant. 

£. D. T0WNS£ND» 

AjMMtarU Adjutant General, 

Hbadquabtebs of th£ Abmv, 

Adjutant Gbnebal' • Ofpicb, 
Washington, August 27, 1867. 

I. The following orders have been received 
from the President : 

Exsounrs Mansion, 
WAsmNOTON, 0. C, August 20, 1867. 

Brevet Major Gteneral Edward B. S. Canbjr is hereby 
assigned to the command of the second military dis- 
trict, created by the act of Congress of March 2, 1807, 
and of the mihtary department of the South, embrac- 
ing the States of North Carolina and South Carolina. Ho 
wul, as soon as practicable, rel ie vo Maj or General Daniel 
K Sickles, ana, on assuming the conmiand to which 
he is hereby assigned, will, when necessary to a faith- 
ful execution of the laws, exercise any and all powers 
conferred by acts of Congress upon district command- 
ers, and any and all authority pertaining to officers in 
command of military departments. 

Major General Daniel E. Sickles is hereby relieved 
firom the command of the second military district. 

The Secretary of War od interim will give the neces> 
sary instructions to carry this order into effect. 

Anbkbw Johnson. 

II. In pursuance of the foregoing order of the 
President of the United States, Brevet Major 
General Canby will, on receipt of the order, turn 
over his present command to the officer next in 
rank to himself, and proceed to Charleston^ 
South Carolina, to relieve Major General Sickles 
of the command of the second military district. 

III. Major General Sickles, on being relieved, 
will repair to New York city, and report by let- 
ter to the Adjutant General. 

By command of Greneral Grant. 

E. D. TowifBian), 
Assistant Adjutant General, 

Hbadquabtebs op the Abmy, 
Adjutant Genebal's Office, 

Washingtoh, December 28, 18G7. 
[General Orders, No. 104.] 
By direction of the President of the United 
States the following orders are made : 

I. Brevet Major General E. O. C Ord will 
torn over the command of the fourth military diM 
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trict to Brey«t Msnor Gdnerftl A. C. Gi1Iem» *nd 
proceed to Sad Francuco, California, to take 
command of the department of California. 

II. On being relieved by Brevet Major 
General Ord, Brevet Major General Irvin Mc- 
Dowell will proceed to Vicksbnrg, Miesimptii, 
and relieve General Gillem in oommand of tne 
fourth military district. 

III. Brevet Major General John Pop© is 
hereby relieved of the command of the third 
military district, and will report, without delay, 
at the headquarters of the army for further 
orders, turning over his eommana to the next 
senior officer until the arrival of his successor. 

IV. Major General George G. Meade is as- 
signed to the command of the third military 
district, and will assume it without delay. The 
department of the East will be commanded by 
the senior officer now on dut^ in it until a com- 
mander is named by the President. 

V. The officers assigned in the foregoing 
order to command of military districts will ex- 
ercise therein any and all powers conferred by 
act of Congress upon district commanders, and 
also any and all powers pertaining to military 
department commanders. 

VI. Brevet Major General Wager Swayne, 
colonel 45th Unitea States infantry, is hereby 
relieved from duty in the Bureau of Refugees, 
Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands, and will pro- 
ceed to Nashville, Tennessee, and assume com- 
mand of his regiment. 

By command of General Grant. 

E. D. TOWHSEHD, 

Aamtant Adjutant General, 

Headquaetebs op the Aemt, 
Adjxttakt Gehebal's Office, 
Washingtow, Jwne 30, 1868. 
[General Orders No. 33.] 
By direction of the President of the United 
Staces, the following orders are made : 

I. Brevet Major General Irvin McDowell is 
relieved from the command of the fourth mili- 
tary district, and will report in person, without 
delay, at the War Department. 

II. Brevet Major General Alvan C. Gillem is 
assigned to the command of the fourth military 
district, and will assume it without delay. 

By command of General Grant. 

E. D. Townsend, a, a. G. 

Zf tablisliing a new Hilitary Division, Fobraary 
12, 1868. 

[General Orders No. 10.] 
Headquarters of the Army, 
Adjutant General's Office, 

Washington, Feb. 12, 1868. 
The fcdlowiag orders are published for the in- 
formation and guidance of all concerned : 
Executive Maksion, 
Washimotox, D. C, February 12, 1868. 
Gxneral: Tou will please issue an order creating a 
military division, to be called the military division of 
the AtlontJki, to be composed of the department of the 
Lakes, the department of the East, and the depart- 
ment of Washington, and to be commanded by Lieu« 
tenant General Willlnm T. Sherman, with Ms head- 
quarters at Washington* 



ItetR tettier erdMn flreiM ttte PiMidMit, 7<m will M> 
sign no officer to the permanent command of vhe mtl> 
itary division of the MissourL 



leer to the permanent command of vhe md 
An^mnr Zowmm. 



BespeotmUy yoors, 
General U. 8. Ghaitt, 

Qmmd^g Armia of XhUei States, Wa8kingt<m, D. a 

Major General F. H. Sheridan, the senior offi- 
cer in the military division of the Missouri, will 
temporarily perform the duties of commander 
of the military division of the Missouri, in addi- 
tion to his duties of department commander. 
By command of Qeneral Grant. 

E. D. Townsend, 
Assistant Adjutant General. 



Fehruary 13 — ^The President nominated Lieuti, 
General Sherman for the hrevet rank of general, 
for distinguished gallantry, skill, and ability 
during the war of the rebellion, to which ho 
responded, as follows : 

St. Louis, Febrvary 14, 1868, 
Hon. John Shebman. 

Oppose confirmation of myself as brevet gene- 
ral, on ground that it is unprecedentea an<i 
that it is better not to extend the system of 
brevets above major generals. If I can't avoid 
coming to Washington, I nw have to resign. 
W. T. Sheeman. 
Lieutenant GeneraL 

February 19 — The President relieved Lieut. 
General Sherman from this order. 

February 21 — The President nominated Major 
General George H. Thomas as brevet lieutenant 
general and brevet general, with supposed 
reference to this command ; whereupon General 
Thomas declined in these terms : 

Louisville, Fehruary 22, 1868. - 
Hon. B. F. Wade, President of the Senate. 

The morning papers of Louisville announced 
officially that my name was yesterday sent to 
the Senate for confirmation as brevet lieuten- 
ant general and brevet general. For the bat- 
tle of Nashville I was appc. nted major general 
United States army. My sf rviees since tne war 
do not merit so high a compliment, and it is now 
too late to be regarded as a compliment if con- 
ferred for services during the war. I, therefore, 
earnestly rec^uest that the Senate will not confirm 
the nomination. Geo. H. Thomas, 

____^ Major Genorctt 

March 28— Major General Hancock was fts* 
signed as follows : 

[General Orders No. 17.] 
Headquaetees of the Abmt, 
Adjutant Geneeal's Office, 
Washington, March 28, 1868. 
By direction of the President of the United 
States, Major General W. S. Hancock is relieved 
from command of the fifth military district and 
assigned to command of the military divlRion 
of the Atlantic, created by General Orders No. 
10, of Februarv 12, 1868. 
By command of General Grant. 

E. D. Townsend, 
Assistant Adjutant General 
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MEMBERS OP THE CABINET OP PRESIDENT JOHNSON, 

AND OP THE FORTIEIH CONGRESS. 



PBSSXDIHT JOamOVB OABIVK. 

Secretary of State — William H. Sbwabd, of 
New xorK. 

Secretary of the Treasury — Hugh MoCulloch, 
of Indiana. 

Secretary of War — John M. Schopield, of New 
York, from June 1, 1868, vice Edwin M. 
Stakton, of Ohio, who was suspended by the 
President, August 12, 1867, when General 
Ultsses S. Gbant was appointed Secretary 
of War ad interim, and served from that date 
to January 14, 1868, at which time he vacated 
the office, and Mr. Stahtok resumed the func- 
tions thereof, the Senate having on the pre- 
vious evening voted a non-concurrence iu Uie 
said suspension. Mr. Stasttoit remained in 
the office till May 26, when he " relinquished 
charge.'* 

Secretary of the ifaty— GiDBOiy Welles, of Con- 
necticut. 

Eostmaeter G'enera^— Alezakdeb W. Bakdall, 
of Wisconsin. 

Secretary ^ the JfUmor— Obvillb H. Bbowit- 
IHG, of Illinois. 

AJt^m&y General — vice Heitby 

Stanbeby, of Kentucky, who resigned, March 
12, 1868, to act as one of the President's coun- 
sel, Mr. Secretary BBowinirQ having been the 
same day appointed Acting Attorney General. 
(Mr. Stanbeiy was nominated for re-appoint- 
ment, after the trial, but the Senate rejected 
the nomination.) 

wnrainm of the fobtiste covesEst. 

Adjourned sessions of First Session — July 3-20, 
November 21-December 2, 1867. Second Ses- 
sion, December 4, 1867-July , 1868. 

Senate. 

Benjamhst F. Wade, of Ohio, President of the 
Senate, and Acting Vice President 

Q«orge C. Gorham, of California, Secretary , from 
June 6, 1868, vice John W. Forney, of Penn- 
sylvania, resigned. 

Maine — Lot M. Morrill. William PittFessenden. 

JVeit; Hampshire — ^Aaron H. Cragin, James W. 
Patterson. 

Vermont — George F. Edmunds, Justin S. Morrill. 

J/a««acAu«cite— -Charles Sumner, Henry Wilson. 

Mhode JsZanc^William Sprague, Henry B. An- 
thony, 

Connecticut — James Dixon, Orris S. Ferry. 

JTetp Torh — Edwin D. Morean, Boscoe Conkling. 

Jfeuf Jersey — Frederick T. Fr^nghuysen, Alex- 
ander G. Oattell. 

Pennsylvania^^haxlM B. Buckalew, Simon 
Cameron. 

Delaware^-J&meB A. Bayard,* Willard Sauls- 
bury. 



•Qualified April 11. 1867, at special session, in place 
of George Bead Bidale, deceased. 



Maryland^BAvndtj Johnson, George Vickecs.* 

Ohio — Benjamin F. Wade, John Sherman. 

^<5n<Moiy--(JarrettDaviSj Thomas C. McCreery.f 

Ten?wM«e— David T. Patterson, Joseph S. Fowler 

/rkftano—Thomas A. Hendricks, Ofiver P. Mor- 
ton. 

Illinois — Bichard Yates, Lyman Trumbull. 

Mssouri — John B. Henderson, Charles D. Drake. 

ArkansasX — ^Alexander McDonald, Benjamin F. 
Bice. 

Michigan — ^Zachariah Chandler, Jacob M. How- 
ard. 

jFWicia— Adonijah S. Welch, (qualified July 2, 
1868,) Thomas W. Osborn, (qualified June 30.) 

Jou^o-^ames W. Grimes, James Harlan. 

Ftfomsiwr— James B. Doolittle, Timothy 0. 
Howe. 

California — John Conness, Cornelius Cole. 

ifinrwioto— Alexander Bamsey, Dan'l S. Norton. 

Oregon — (George H. Williams, Henry W. Cor- 
bett. 

Kansas — ^Edmund G. Boss, Samuel C. Pomeroy. 

West Virginia — ^Peter G. Van Winkle, Waitman 
T. Willey. 

Nevada — William M. Stewart, James W. Nye. 

iVe6r08i»— Thomas W. Tipton, John M. Thayer. 

XomM of BtpreientativM. 

SoHinrLBB Colfax, of Indiana, Speaker, 

Edward McPherson, of Pennsylvania, C^k. 

Ifaine^-John Lynch, Sidney Perham, James 
G. Blaine, John A. Peters, Frederick A. Pike. 

New Hampshire — Jacob H. <Ela, Aaron F. Ste- 
vens, Jacob Benton. 

Vermont — Frederick E. Woodbridge, Luke P. 
Poland, Worthington C. Smith. 

Massachusetts — ^Thomas D. Eliot, Oakes Ames, 
Ginery Twichell, Samuel Hooper, Benjamin 
F. Butler, Nathaniel P. Banks, George S, 
Boutwell, John D. Baldwin, William B. Wash- 
burn, Henry L, Dawes. 

jRhode Js/andlj— Thomas A. Jenckes, Nathan ?. 
Dixon. 

Connecticuti — Bichard D. Hubbard, Julius 
Hotchkiss, Henry H. Starkweather, William 
H. Bamum. 

New York — Stephen Taber, Demas Barnes, Wil- 
liam E. Bobinson, John Fox, John Morrissey, 
Thomas E. Stewart, John W. Chanler, James 
Brooks, Fernando Wood, William H. Bobert- 
son, Charles H. Van Wysk, John H. Ketcham, 
Thomas Cornell, John v . L. Pruyn, John A. 
Griswold, Orange Ferriss, Calvin T. Hulburd, 



♦Qualified March 9, 1868, in place of Philip Francis 
Thomas, who was denied admission, February 10. 18G8 
—yeas 21, nays 28. 

t Qualified Februaiy 28, 1868, In place of James Gutb. 
rie, resigned February 10, 1868. 

1 Qualified June 23, 1868. 

I Qualified July 3, 1867, 

{ Messrs. Hotchkiss and Starkweather qualified 
July 3, 1867 ; Messrs. Bamum and Hubbard, July 11, 
1867. 
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POLinOAIi MANUAL. 
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James M. Marrin, William 0. Fields, Addison 
H. Laflin, Alexander H. Bailey * John C. 
Churchill, Dennis McCarthy, Theodore M. 
Pomeroy, William H. Kelsey, William a Lin- 
coln Hamilton Ward, Lewis Selye, Burt Van 
Horn, James M. Humphrey, Henry Van 
Aernam. 

pew /er«^^— William Moore, Charles Haight, 
Charles Sitgreaves, John Hill, Qeorge A. Hal- 

. sey. 

FanruyZvanta— Samuel J. Randall, Charles O'- 
NeiU, Leonard Myers, William D. Kelley.Ca- 

' leb N. Taylor, Benjamin M. Boyer, John M. 
Broomall, J. Lawrence Gets, Thaddeus Stevens, 
Henry L. Cake, Daniel M. Van Anken, Georga 
W. Woodward,t Ulysses Mercur, Gborge F. 
Miller, Adam J. Glossbrenner, William H. 
Koontz, Daniel J. Morrell, Stephen F. Wilson, 

' Glenni W. Scofield, Darwin A. Finney, John 
Coyode, James K. Moorhead, Thomas Wil- 
liams, Georee V. Lawrence. 

2>etotMire— John A. Nicholson. 

Maryland — Hiram McCnllough, Stevenson Arch- 

^ er, Charles E. Phelps, Francis Thomas, Fred- 
erick Stone. 

Ohio — Benjamin Eggleston, Samuel F. C^,} 
Robert C. Schenck, William Lawrence, Wil- 

* Uam Mungen, Reader W. Clarke, Samuel Shel- 
labarger, John Beatty,||Balph P. Buckland, 
James M. Ashley, John T. Wilson, Philadelph 

' VanTrump, Columbus Delano,} Martin J^Telker, 
Tobias A. Tlants, John A. Bingham, Ephraim 

* R. Eckley , Rufus P. Spalding, James A. Garfield. 
fen^utf^lT-^Lawrence S. Trimble, (vaoancy,) 

Jacob B. Gqlladay, J. Proctor Knott, Asa P. 
Grover, Thomas L. Jones, James B. Beck, 
George M. Adams, Samuel McKee. 
Tennetsee** — Roderick R. Butler, Horace May- 
nard, William B. Stokes, James MuUins, 
John Trimble, Samuel M. Arnell, Isaac R: 
Hawkins, David A. Nunn. 



• Qualified November 80, 1867. 

t Qualified November 21, 1867, in place of Charles 
I>em8on. deceased. 

. X Qualified November 21, 1867, in place of Ruther- 
ford B. Hayes, resigned. 

IQualified February 6, 1868, in place of Ck)nieliu8 
6. Hamilton, killed December 22, 1867. 
• 2 June 3, 1868, Mr. Delano qualified, in place of 
George W. Morgan, the House having voted— 36 to 79— 
that Mr. Morgan was not entitled, and— 80 to 38— that 
Mr. Delano was entitled to the seat. 

f Mr. Adams qualified July 8, 1867. Messrs. Beck, 
Grover, and Jones qualified Dec. 3, Mr. Knott Deo. 4, 
Mr. Golladay Dec. 5, and Mr. Trimble January 10, 
1868. Mr. John Toung Brown, claiming a seat for the 
second district, was voted, February 13—43 to 108— 
not entitled thereto, by reason of having voluntarily 
given aid, countenance, counsel, and encouragement 
te persons engaged in armed hostility to the United 
States; and February 16, the House voted— 30 to 102— 
that Samuel E. Smith, not having received a majority 
of tho votes cast for Bepresentative, was not elected. 
The Speaker was directed to notify tho Governor of 
Kentucky of the vacancy in the second district, but 
no election was called by him. Mr. McKee qualified 
June 22, 1868, the House having, June. 22. voted— 00 to 
30— that John D. Toung was not entitfed to the seat, 
anci that Samuel McKee was entitled to it. 

•* Messrs. li^ynard, Stokes, Mullins, John Trimble, 
Hawkins, and Nunn qualified November 21,1867; Mr. 
Antell, November 25 ; Mr. Butler, June 26, 1868. 



i9u&0ia— William E. Niblack, Michael C. Kerr, 
Morton 0. Hunter, William S. Holman, 
George W. Julian, John Cobnm, Henry B. 
Washburn, Qodlove a Orth, Schuyler Colfeac, 
William Williams, John P. C. Shanks. 

lUinoit — ^Norman B. Judd, John F. Farnsworth« 
Ellihu B. Washburne,* Abner C. Harding, 
Ebon G. IngersoU, Burton 0. Cook, Henry 
P. H. Bromwell, Shelby M. Onllom, Lewis 
W. Ross, Alberto. Burr, Samuel S. Marshall, 
Jehu Baker, Green B. Baum, John A. Logan.* 

Missouri — ^William A. Pile, Carman A. New^- 
comb, James B. McCormick,} Joseph J.* 
Gravely, Joseph W. McClurg, Robert T. Van 
Horn, Benjamin F. Loan, John F. Benjamin,' 
George W. Anderson. 

Arkansasf — Logan H. Roots, James Hinds, 
Thomas Boles. 

Michigan — Fernando C. Beaman, Charles Up- 
son, Austin Blair, Thomas W. Ferry, Row- 
land E. Trowbridge, John F. Briggs. 

i^Wtda— Charles M. Hamilton, (qualified July 
1, 1868.) 

Jot^ii— James F. Wilson, Hiram Price, William 
B. Allison, William Loughridge, Grenville M. 
Dodge, Asahel W. Hubbard. 

Wisconsin — Halbert E. Paine, Benjamin F. Hopn 
kins, Amasa Cobb, Charles A Eldridge, Phile*' 
tus Sawyer, Cadwalader C. Washburn. 

CbZi/bmtat— Samuel B. Axtell, William Higby; 
James A. Johnson. 

Minnesota — ^William Windom, Ignatius Don** 
nelly. 

Oregon — Rufus Mallory. '^ 

Kansas — Sidney Clarke. 

West Fir^nia--Chester D. Hubbard, Bethnal 
M. Kitchen, Daniel Polsiey. 

Nevada — Delos R. Ashley. 

Nebraska — John Taffe. 
The following persons were elected to the 

House of ReproFentatives at the election held 

on the constitutions of their respective States: 
North Oarolina^Johu R. French, David Hea- 

ton, Oliver H. Dockery, John T. Dewees, Israe| 

G. Lash, Nathacii I Boyden, Alexander H. Jonee. 
South Garolina — Benjamin F. Whittemore, C, 

C. Bo wen, Simon Corley, James H. Gk)88. (Also 

two elected at large: J. P. M. Epping, Elias Ht 

Dickson.) 

Oeorgxa-^J, W. Clift. Nelson Tift, William P, 

Edwards, Samuel F. Gove, Charles H. Prinosg 

John H. Christy, P. M. B. Young. 
Louisiana — J Hale Sypher, James Mann, 

Joseph P. Newel) am, Michael Vidal, W. Jasp«r 

BlacKbum. 
Alabama — Francis W. Kellogg, Charles Vf^» 

Buckley, Benjamin W.tlorris, Charles W. Pieroi^ 

John B. CaUii, Thomas Haughey. 



* Mr. Washbnmo haying been absent at the prevt^ns 
session, qualified November 21, 1867. 
t Qualified December 17, 1867, vice Thomas E. NoeU^ 

X Qualified June 23, 1868, the bill declaring ArkanMB 
entitled to representation having become a law Jxam 
22, 1868. 
^ I Qualified November 21, U6T. v 
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VOTES ON POLITICAL BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS. 



V» Contmut the Bureau for the BelMof Treed- 

men and Befageet. 
! Bs it enacted, Ae., That the act entitled "An 
act to establish a Bnrean for the relief of 
Freedmen and Befngees,*' approved March 3, 
1665,* and the act entitled " An act to continue 
VOL force and to amend ' An act to establbh a 
Poreaa for the relief of Freedmen and Befueees, 
and for other purposes,' " passed on the 16Ui of 
July, 1866f shall continue in force for the term 
<^ one year from and after the 16th of July, in 
the year 1868, excepting so far as the same shall 
be herein modified. And the Secretary of War 
ifi hereby directed to re-establish said bureau 
where the same has been wholly or in part dis- 
oontinued : Brovided, He shall be satis&ed that 
^ personal safety of freedmen shall require it. 

Sec. 2. That it shall be the duty of the Secre- 
tary of War to discontinue the operations of 
the bureau m any State whenever such State 
shall be fully restored in its constitutional rela- 
tions with the Government of the United States, 
and shall be duly represented in the Congress 
of the United States, unless, upon advising with 
the Commissioner of the bureau and upon ^11 
Consideration of the condition of freedmen's 
Affairs in such State, the Secretary of War shall 
be of opinion that the further continuance of 
the bureau shall be necessary : Provided, how- 
ever^ That the educational division of said bu- 
reau shall not be affected or in any way inter- 
fiered with, until such .State shall have made 
suitable provision for the education of the chil- 
dren of freedmen within said State. 

Sep. 3. That unexpended balances ^ in the 

«See page 72 of Manual of 1866. 
f See page 150 of Manual of 1867. 
l The financial affairs of the bureau are as follow, as 
•j^>ear8 from a recent report on the subject in the 
House of BepresentatiTes, the figures in which were 
taken from the books of the bureau : 
Rrom the establishment of the bureau, on 
the 16th of May, 1865, there hare been 
appropriated by €k>ngre88 for its sup- 
port....... .« «10,780,760 00 

The total expenditure from this appropriation, from 
15th of May, 1865, to January 1, 1868, was as follows : 
Salaries of assistant and sub^assistant com- 
missioners *,,.„ 1902,244 88 

Salaries of clerks.. », 509,833 80 

Stationery and printing 78,306 14 

Carters and fuel „^ 196,906 64 

Qothing for distribution......^ 143,736 99 

Commissary stores «.. 1,245,271 76 

Medical department. 470,834 87 

Vransportation of officers and asents 181,052 64 

Transportation of freedmen ana refugees.. 115,979 87 
Transportation of stores 87,490 36 

J^fagf -;••:—:,•; ^'^ ^ 

School superintendents 28^247 61 

Building for schools and asylums,including 

construction, rental, and repairs 658,914 91 

IPelegraphing and postage 35,546 98 

Internal revenue (tax withheld on salaries) 4,981 65 

Southern relief 885,410 81 

Agricultural Bureau (transferred).....,......... 50,000 00 

Total expended $4^897,854 39 

"Bfldance in hands of agents, August 31, 1867.. 645,911 33 
Undrawn from Treasury......... 5,736,984 28 

Arooimt on hand December 31, 1867.....$6,382,895 61 



hands of the Commissioner, not required other* 
wise for the due execution of the law, may be. 
in the discretion of the Commissioner, applied 
for the education of freedmen and refugees, sub- 
ject to the provisions of law applicable thereto. 

Sbo. 4. That officers of the veteran reserve 
corps, or of the volunteer service, now on duty 
in tne Freedmen's Bureau as assistant commis* 
sioners, agents, medical officers, or in other ca- 
pacities, who have been or may be mustered out 
of service, may be retained by the Commissioner 
when the same shall be reouired for the proper 
execution of the laws, as officers of the bureau, 
upon such duty and with the same pay, com- 
pensation, and all allowances, from the date of 
their appointment, as now provided by law fos 
their respective grades and duties at the dates 
of their muster-out and discharge; and sncb 
officers so retained shall have, respectively, the 
same authority and jurisdiction as now conferred 
upon " officers of the bureau" by act of Con^ 
gross passed on the 16th of July, 1866. 

Seo. 5. That the Commissioner is hereby em- 
powered to sell for cash, or by instalments with 
ample security, school buildings and other build- 
ings constructed for refugees and freedmen by 
the bureau, to the associations, corporate bodies, 
or trustees who now use them for purposes of 
education or relief of want, under suitable guar- 
antees that the purposes for which said buildings 
were constructed snail be observed : Provided^ 
That all funds derived therefrom shall be re- 
turned to the bureau appropriations and ao^' 
counted for to the Treasury of the United States. 
In House. 

1868, March 19— The bill passed— yeas 97, 
nays 38, as follow : 

TsAS— Messrs. Allison, Ames, Arnell, Delos R. Ashlej:, 
James M. Ashley, Bailey, Baker, Baldwin, Banks, 
Beaman, Bingham, Blaine, Blair, Bromwell, Broomall, 
Buokland, Butler, Cake, Churchill, Sidney Clarke, 
Cobum, Cook, Cullom, Dawes, Dixon, Dodge, Don- 
nelly, Driggs, Eckley, Eliot, Famsworth, Feniss, 
Ferry. Fields, (Jarfield, Gravely, Hlgby, Hill, Hoopef, 
Hopkins. Chester D. Hubbard, Hulburd, Hunter, 
Ingersoll, Jenckes, Judd, Julian, Eelley, Eolsey, 



Besides this appropriation by Congress, the bureau 
came into the possession of certain funds belonging 
to the "department of negro affairs" which had pre- 
viously existed in the rebel States, and from rents, 
fines, conscript fund, and miscellaneous sources, 

amounting to „ $1,605,604 19 

Of which, there were expended, for labor, 
schools, rents, repairs, clothing, fuel, sub- 
sistence, Ac. ~. 1,544,092 do 

Leaving a balance on hand, Dec. 31, 1867... $C1,601 39 

Of this amount of $4,397,854 39 expended, $500,000 
were applied, by a resolution of Congress, for the relief 
of destitute jbeople in the South who were starving by 
reason of faUnre of the crops, and $50,000 were trans- 
ferred to the Agricultural Department for seeds for Che 
South— making $550,000. 

With these sums deducted from the expense account 
of the Bureau, the whole expenditure from appropria- 
tions by Congress, for the use of the Bureau from its 
establishment, amount to $3,847,854 39. 

No fturther appropriation was asked or made for the 
ensuing fiscal year, and the appropriations previously 
made of $10,780,750 will carry the Bureau from May, 
1865, to July, 1860. 
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rOUXnUL MAXVAL. 
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Kooate, Laflin, WOliiiD LAwrane^, Loan, tMHit 

Lynch, Maynard, Miller, Moore, Morrell, MyefB, lf%w^ 
comb, O'Neill, Orth, Paine, Peters, Pike, Pile, Plants, 
Polsley. Pomeroy. Price, Raum, Robertson, Sawyer, 
Sohenck, Selye, Shanks, Spalding, Aaron F. •tetens, 
Thaddeos Stevens, Tarn, Thomas, John Trimble, 
TrowbHdee, TwicheU. Upson, Robert T. Van Horn, 
Ward, Cadwalader G. Wasbbom, EUihu B. Washbnma, 
Henry D. Washburn, William B. Washborn, Welker, 
Thomas Williams, James F. Wilson, Stephen F.Wilson, 
' Windom— 07. 

Nats— Messrs. AdaniM. AxUU, Bame$, Boekt Boyar, 
Brooktt Burr, Chanter, ^dridoe, Ottx, OoUaday, Orwer^ 
Bdight, Holtnan, Hotekkiss, JoAfuon, Kerr, KnotLQeotge 
V. Lawrence, MarshaU, McOormiek,McCutUmgh,oiwo\xtt 
Moorhead, Moraan, Mungen, NIblaek, Nicholson, Phelpe, 
SandalL Bota, 8Uoreave»,TiAer, Lawrence 8» TrimMe, 
VanAuken, Van TVump, Wood, Woodward-dd, 

Is Sekatb. 
June 11— The bill passed without a division. 

Tote of Thanki to Sz-Boeretarj Stanton. 

Ih Sbistatb. 

1868, May 28--Mr. Edmands offered this reto- 
lation : 

Mesolved by the Senate, (the Honae of Bepre- 
•entatives concarriog,) That the thanks of Con- 
gress are due, and are hereby tendered, to Hon. 
£dwin M. Stanton for the great ability, pnrity, 
and fidelity to the canse of the conn try with 
which he has discharged the dnties of Secretary 
of War, as well amid the open dangers of a 

great rebellion as at a later period when assailed 
y the Opposition, inspirea by hostility to the 
measures of justice and pacification provided 
by Congress for the resUHration of a real and 
permanent peace. 

June 1 — Mr. Hendricks moved to strike oat 
the latter clause, beginning with the words " as 
well." 

Mr. Henderson moved to amend so as to make 
Hhe resolution read as follows : 

That the thanks of Congress are due, and are 
hereby tendered, to Hon. Edwin M. Stanton, for 
tiie great ability, purity, and fidelity to the canse 
of the country witn which he discharged the du- 
ties of Secretarv of War amid the open dangers 
of a great rebellion. 

Which was rejected without a count; also, the 
amendment offered by Mr. Hendricks. 

Mr. Henderson moved to amend by adding to 
the resolution these words: 

And Congress takes this occasion to tender its 
thanks to Chief Justice Chase for the ^reat abil- 
ity, purity, and distinguished learning which 
have illustrated his position on the bencn of the 
Supreme Court. 

Which was disagreed to— yeas 11, nays 30, as 
follow : 

Yeas— Messrs. Buekalew, Doolittle, Fowler, Hender- 
son, Hendricks, Johnson, MeOreery, Norton, Patterson of 
Tennessee, Boss, Viekers— 11. 

NATS—Messrs. Cameron, Gattell, Chandler, Cole, Conk- 
ling, Conness, Cragin, Drake, Edmunds, Frelinehuy- 
sen, Harlan, Howard, Howe, Morgan, Morrill of Maine, 
Morrill of Vermont, Morton, Nye, Patterson of New 
Hampshire, Pomeroy, Ramsey, Stewart, Sumner, Thay- 
er, Tipton, Van Winkle, Wade, Williams, Wilson, Yates 
—30. 

The resolution was then adopted — ^yeas 37, 
nays 11, as follow: 

Ykas— Messrs. Anthony, Cameron, Cattell, Chandler, 
Cole, Conkling, Conness, Cragin, Drake, Edmunds, 
Ferry, Fessenden, Frelinghuysen, Harlan, Howard, 
Howe, Morgan, Morrill of Maine, Morrill of Vermont, 
M« rton, Nye, Patterson of New Hampslure, Pomeroy, 
Bamsey, Sherman, Sprague, Stewart, Sumner, Thayer, 



TMoiLTnimball, Van Winkle, Wade, WiUey, Wr«- 
Infan, Wilson, Yates-97. 

Nats— Messrs. Buekakw, DooUtae, Fowler, Hcnder* 
son, Hendricks, Johnson, MeOreery, Norton, JHTterson o2 
Tennessee, Sosa,Fiefc6ra—ll. 

In House. 

Jnne 19 — ^The resolution passed — yeas 10% 
nays 25, as follow : j 

YiAS— Messrs. Allison, Ames, Delos B. Ashley, Baflev, 
Baldwin, Beatty, Bemamin, Benton, Blaine, Blatf, 
BoutwelL Buokland, Butler, Cake, Sidney Glarke, 
Cobb, Coonm, Cook, Cornell, Covode, Cullom, Delano^ 
Donnelly, Dilggs, Eckley, Eggleston, Ela. Eliot, 
Famsworth, Ferriss, Fields, Garfield, GraTely. Ode- 
wold, Halsey, Harding, Higby, Hill, Hooper, Chester, 
D. HabbarcLHulburdTJenckes, Judd, Julian, Eelsej, 
Ketoham, Kitchen, Koonts, Lincoln, Loan, Looaii, 
liOughridge, Lynch, Mallory, Mi^mard, McCarthy/Mc* 
Clurg^ Mercur. Miller, Moore. Moorhead, Morrell, Mi^ 
lins, Myers, O'Neill, Orth, Paine, Peters, Pike, Pile, 
Polsley. Pomeroy, Price, Kaum, Bobertson, Sawyer, 
Schenck, Soofield, Shanks, Shellabarger. Smith. 
Starkweather, Aaron F. Stevens, Stokes, Taffe, Taylon 
Twichell, Upson, Van Aemam, Van Wyck, Ward, 
Cadwalader C. Washbam, Henry D. Washburn, William 
B. Washburn, Welker, Thomas Williams, WiUiam 
Williams, James F. Wilson, John T. Wilson, Windom, 
Woodbrldge, and Mr. Speaker Colfax— 102. 

Nats— Messrs. Aither, Beck, Brooks, Oary, Chainieft 
"" ■ ' fe, Ctett, QoUaday, QroverJCaight, Holman, Hoteh^ 
* Johnson, Jones, Kerr, Knott, McOormickt 



kiss, Humphry, w«»<M>vrf», uvn^/v, .«&<<' > , .u,r.vrvb, ^x(/\^ivr n»M/«, 

Mungen, NiMaek, Nicholson, Phelps, Pruyn, Stone, Taber 
—86. — 

Quorum of Supreme Oonrt. 

1867, December 4 — ^The Sehate passed, with* 
out a division, this bill : 

Be it enacted, <&e., That any number of the 
justices of the Supreme Court of the United 
States, not less than five, and being a majori^ 
thereof, shall constitute a quorum. 
Lr House. 

1868, January 13 — The rules were suspended, 
(yeas 114, nays 38,) and the above bill with an 
amendment was reported to the House from tho 
Judiciary Committee. The amendment was a 
new section, to which the proviso was added m 
the House, the whole being as follows : 

Seo. 2. That no cause pending before the Sa- 
preme Court of the United Stat^, involving the 
action or effect of any law of the United States, 
shall be decided adversely to the validity of sudi 
law without the concurrence of two-thirds of 
all the members of said court in the decision 
upon the several points in which said law or any 
part thereof may be deemed invalid : Providea, 
nowever. That if any circuit or district court oi 
the United States shall adjudge any act of CoO" 
^ees to be unconstitutionsd or invalid, the 
mdgment, before any further proceedings shall 
DO had upon it, shall be certi&ed up to the Sn*' 
preme Court of the United States, and shall he 
considered therein ; and if upon the considerik 
tion thereof two-thirds of ail the members ci 
the Supreme Court shall not affirm said jnde^ 
ment below, the same shall be declared ana hoQ 
reversed. 

Pending this new section, * 

Mr. Thomas Williams moved to substitute £pf 
it these words : ' 

In all cases of writs of error from and appei^l 
to the Supreme Court of the United Stotif, 
where is drawn in (question the validity lof » 
statute or an authority exercised by the Unital 
States, or the construction of any clause of Al 
Constitution of the United States, or the viUiditf 
of a statute of or an authority exercised under 
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y State on the groand of rej>Tignaiic6 to the 
^natitntion or laws of the United States, the 
earing shall be had only before a fall bench of 
' e jnc^es of said court, and no judgment shall 
>e rendered or decision made aeainst the valid- 
ty of any statute or of any authority exercised 
»y ^e United States except with* the concur- 
enoe of all the judges of tne said court. 
. Which was disagreed to — yeas 25, nays 124. 
SChe yeas were : 

Messrs. Amell, Delos R. Ashley, James M. Ashley, 
Binffham, Cake, Sidney Clarke, Covode, Famsworth, 
Haraing, Jadd, William Lawrence, Loan, Logan, May- 
nard, McCarthy, McClurg, Mullins, Pile, Price, John 
Trimble, Van Aemam, Robert T. Van Horn, Ward, 
Thomas Williams, WUliam WUliams. 

Mr. James F. Wilson submitted the proviso in 
the section printed above, which was agreed to 
*-yeas 111, nays 38 (all Democrats except Mr. 
Hawkins.) The amendment as amended was 
agreed to ; and the bill then passed — ^yeas 116, 
nays 39, a party vote, except that Mr. Hawkins 
of Tennessee voted against the bill ; which was 
not again considered in the Senate. 

Another Jndieiary Aet. 

March 11— The Senate passed, without objec- 
tion, the first section of the bill found below. 

March 12 — The House passed it, with the 
Booond section added, as an amendment, without 
a division. 
Ah ACT to amend an act entitled " An act to 

amend the judiciary act," passed the 24th of 

September, 1789. 

Be itenacUdj dtc.^ That final judgment in any 
circuit court of the United States, in any civil 
action against a collector or other officer of the 
revenue, for any act done by him in the per- 
formance of his official duty, or for the recovery 
of any money exacted by or paid to him, which 
f hall have been paid into the Treasury of the 
United States, may, at the instance of either 
party, be re-examined and reversed or affirmed 
in the Supreme Court of the United States, upon 
writ of error, without regard to the sum or value 
in controversy in such action. 

Sec. 2. That so much of the act approved 
February 5, 1867, entitled " An act to amend an 
act to establish the judicial courts of the United 
States," approved September 24, 1789, as author- 
izes an appeal from the judgment of the circuit 
court to the Supreme Court of the United States; 
or the exercise of any such jurisdiction by said 
Supreme Court on appeals which have been or 
may hereafter be taken, be, and the same is 
hereby, repealed. 

March 12 — The Senate concurred in the House 
amendment — ^yeas 32, nays 6, as follow : 

Y»AS— Messrs. Anthony, Cameron, Cattell, Chandler, 
Coie, Conkling, Gonness, Drake, Edmunds, Fernr, Fes- 
- seiiden. Frelinghuysen, Grimes, Harlan, Henderson, 
Howard, Howe, Morgan, Morrill of Maine, Morrill of 
Vermonty Pomeroy, Ramsey, Ross, Sprague, Stewart, 
Bumner, Tipton, Trumbull, Van Winkle, V ade, WUley, 
WllUams--32. 

jf ATS— Messrs. Swkalew, Fowler, Hendrxeka^MeOrceryj 
Xfo/nom^ Ftc*er«— 6. 

March 25— The bill was returned with the ob- 
jactions of the President. 

March 27 — The bill passed the Senate, over 
the veto — yeas 33, nays 9, as follow : 

TxAS— Messrs. Cameron, Cattell, Chandler, Cole, 
ttotdLling, Oragin, Edmands, Feny, Frelinghaysen, 



ofMata) 



HendenoB. Hoiwsrd, Howe, lC<nrgaii, MoTrill 

__ „»lne, Morrill of Vermont, Morton, Nye, Patterson 
of New Hampshire, Pomeroy, Ramsey, Ross, Stewart^ 
8umner,Thayer, Tipton, Trumboll, Van Winkle, Wade, 
Willey, Williams, Wilson, Yates-SS. 

Nats— Messrs. Bayard, Buckalew, Davis, Dtxon, JJend* 
rieka, McOre&ry, Norton, Patterson of Tennessee, <Scw^ 



Same day — ^The House passed the bill^yeas 
115, nays 34, as follow: 

Teas — Messrs. Ames, Anderson, Amell, Delos R, j 
Ashley, James M. Ashley, Bailey, Baker, Baldwin, '. 
Banks, Beaman, Beatty, Benjamin, Benton, Bingham, ' 
Blaine, Boutwell, Bromwell, Broomall, Buckland, Cake, , 
Churchill, Reader W. Clarke, Sidney Clarke, Coburn, 
Cuok, Covode, Cullom, Dawes, Dixon, Dodge, Driggs, 
E(^kley, Eggleston, Eliot, Famsworth, Ferriss, Ferry, 
Fi» Ids, Gravely, Hal soy, Higby, Hill, Hooper, Hopkins, 
Chester D. Hubbard, Hulburd, Hunter, Ingersoll, 
Jonckes, Judd, Julian, Kelley, Kelsey, Keteham, 
Kitchen, Koontz, Laflin, William Lawrence, Lincoln, 
L()an, Logan, Loughridge, Mallory, Maynard, BlcClurg, 
Blercur, Miller, Moore, Moorhead, Morrell, MuUins, 
JlverSjNewcomb, O'Neill, Orth, Puiue, Pcrham, Peters, 
Pike, Pile, Plants, Poland, Polsley, Pomeroy, Price, 
Ilanm, Sawyer, Schenck, Scofield,Selye, Shanks, Smith, 
Spakiing, Aaron F. Stevens, Thaddeus Stevens, Taffe, 
Taylor, Thomas, John Trimble, Twichell, Upson, Burt 
Van Horn, Robert T. Van Horn, Van Wyck, Ward, 
Cuilwalader C. Washburn, EUihu B.Washburne, William 
p.. Washburn, Welkcr, Thomas Williams, James P. 
Wilson, John T. Wilson, Stephen F. WHson, Windom, 
Woodbridge— 115. 

Nats— Messrs. Adams, Archer, AxtdL Barnes, Beek, 
Brooks, Burr, Cary^harder, Eldridge, Fox, Oetz^Qlos^' 
brenner, GoUaday, ffolman, Hotehkiss, Hubbard, Humph' 
rof, Johnson,Kerr, Knott, Marshall, McCormick, Mungen, 
mblaek, Nicholson, Pruyn, Boss, SUareaves, Stone, Taber, 
Lawrence 8. Trimbf^ Van Auken, TToodtoard— 34. 

Whereupon the Speaker declared it to be a law. 



For the Further Beenrity of Equal Eights in tlM 
District of Columbia. 

The following were the proceedings in Con* 
gress on this bill : 

In Senate. 

1867. July 17— This bill was passed : 

Be it enacted, Ac, That in the District of 
Columbia no person shall be excluded from any 
office by reason of race or color, and so much of 
all laws making any such discrimination are 
hereby repealed. 

Yeas 25, nays 5, as follow : 

TsAS— Messrs. Cattell, Chandler, Cole, Edmunds, 
Fessenden, Prelinghinrsen. Harlan, Henderson, How- 
ard, Howe, Morgan, Aforrill of Maine, Nye, Patterson 
of New Hampshire, Pomeroy, Ramsey, Sherman, 
SpraKue, Sumner, Thayer, Tipton, Wade, Willey, Wil- 
son, Yates— 25. 

Nats— Messrs. Bayard, Buekalew, Davis, ffendriekSt 
Johnson— 5. 

Ik House. 

July 18 — The bill was amended by substituting 
after the word " that " the following : 

The word " white," wherever it occurs in the 
laws relating to the District of Columbia, or in 
the charter or ordinances of the city of Wash- 
ington or Georeetown, and operates as a limita- 
tion on the right of any elector of said District, 
or either of said cities, to hold any office, or to 
be selected and to serve as a juror, be, and the 
same is hereby, repealed, and it shall be unlaw- 
ful for any person or officer to enforce or at- 
tempt to enforce said limitation after the pass- 
age of this act 

And passed — ^yeas 90, nays 20, as follow : 

TiAS— Messrs. Allison, Anderson, James M. Ashley, 
Baker, Baldwin, BankcL Beaman, Benjamin, Benton, 
Bingham, Blair, Bontwell, Broomall, Buckland, Butler, 
ChuiehiU, Beader W. ciiirk6» Wdaey Clarke, Oekb, 
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Coburn, Ck>ok, Cornell, Covode, Dawea, Bizon, Drlgg% | Btyei%. Avoid, Bum, OftoNltr,. SUthd^di 6Fe^ 

nety GoUadav, Orover, Baight, Bt' ~* * 



^yi^uuiu, \/v/vn., wiuc;i», v/v¥vv»w, x/afrcof a/aavu, j^xij^fi^ 

Ferrisa, Ferry, Fields,^ Finney, Gravely, Halsef, 



Hamilton, Hooper, Hopkins, Hotchkiss, Asahel 
Hubbard, Chester D. Hubbnrd, Hunter, IngersoU, 
JenckeSj Judd, Julian, KeUcy, Kelsey, Ketcham, Kit^ 
Chen, Koontz, William Lawrence, Lincoln, Loan, 
Logan, Loughridge, McClurg, M ere ur, Moore, Morrcll, 
Myers, Newcomb, O'Neill, Paine, Perham, Pike,^lantB, 
Polsley, Price, Kaum, Robertson, Schenck, Scofield, 
Bel^e, Shanks, Smith, Aaron F. Stevens, Trowbridge. 
Twichel!, Upson, Van Aernam, Burt Van Horn, Robert 
T. Van Horn, Ward, Cadwaluder C. Washburn, Homy 
I). Washburn, William B. Wiishburn, Welker, Thomas 
Williams, William Williams, James F, Wilson, Jolin 
T. Wilson, Woodbridge— 90. 

Nats— Messrs. Adams, Archer, Barnes, Boyer, Brookt, 
£urr, EUtridge, Gctz, Glossbrenner, Haigfit, Holman, 
Kerr. NihlacKy Nkholsony Noell, Pruyn, Bohinson^ Stoiie, 
VanAubcn, Van, 2Vtt«ip— 20. 

July 19 — The Senate concurred without divis- 
ion, adding an amendmentabout juries for 1867, 
which was also agreed to without division, and 
likewise concurred in by the House. 

The bill was presented to the President the 
day of the adjournment, and was not acted upon 
by him before adjournment. 

1867, December 5 — The same bill again passed 
the Senate — yeas 32, nays 8, as follow : 

Yeas— Messrs. Anthony, Cameron, Cattell, Chandler, 
Conkling, Corbetfc, Cragin, Drake, Edmunds, Ferry, 
Fessendon, Fowler, Harlan, Henderson, Howard, Howe, 
Morgan, Morrill of Maine, Morrill of Vermont, Morton, 
Kamsey, Ross, Sherman, Stewart, Sumner,. Thayer, 
Tipton, Trumbull, Wade, Wiiley, Williams, Wilson— 32. 

Nays — Messrs. Buckalew, Davis, Dixon, Doolittle, ffen- 
dricks, Johnson, Norton, Patterson of Tennessee — 8. 

. December 9 — The House passed it — ^yeas 104, 
nays 39, as follow : 

Yeas— Messrs. Allison, Ames, Arnell, James M. Ash- 
ley, Bailey, Baker, Baldwin, Banks, Beaman, Benjamin, 
Benton, Bingham, Blaine, Boutwell, BromweJl, Broom- 
all, Buckland, Butler, Churehill, Reader W. Clarke, 
Xobb, Coburn, Cook, CuUom, Dawes, Dixon, Dodge, 
Donnelly, Driggs, Eckley, Eggleston, Ela, Eliot, Farns- 
worth, Ferriss, Ferry, Fields, Garfield, Halsey, Hamil- 
ton, Harding, Hawkins, Hooper, Hopkins, Hubbard, 
Hulburd, Hunter, IngersoU, Jenekes, Judd, Julian, 
Kellej'-, Kelsey, Keteham, Koontz, Laflin, William 
Lawrence, Lineoln, Logan, Loughridge, Lynch, May- 
nard, McCIurg, Mereur, Moorhead, l^Iulhns, Myers, 
Newcomb, Nunn, O'Neill, Orth, Paine, Perham, Peters, 
Pike, Plants, Poland, Polsley, Price, Robertson, Saw- 

ger, Schenck, Shanks, Smith, Starkweather, Aaron F. 
teveng, Thaddeus Stevens, Stewart, Stokes, Thomas 
Trimble, Trowbridge, Upson, Van Aeruam, Robert T. 
Van Horn, Cadwalader C, Washburn, Henry D. Wash- 
burn, William B. Washburn, Welker, Thomas Williams, 
William U'iiiiams, James F. Wilson, John T. Wilson, 
Wlndom— 104. 
If ATS— Messrs. Adamt, Archer^ AxteU, Bamea^ Beek, 



bard, Humphrey, Johnson, Jones, Kerr. 
MarthttU, Moraan, Mungen,Niblae: 
Pruyn, JBandaU, JSofnnson, m>sSi Si\ 



B^manl Bif^uerd !b7 JlS 

r»f*cvr», uvjies, Kerr, Knott, MiUflion 

Mungen,Niblaek, NiehoUum, Pk^ 

^ ,__ hinson. Boss, Sitgreaves, Taber, Vat 

Auken, Van Trump, Wood, Woodward— 3d. 

The ten days within which the President wai 
required to act having expired during tli< 
Christmas adjournment, tne President held iha 
the bill fell, and he neither returned it witb bi 
objections, nor proclaimed it a law by reason 
non-action. The law of the case is a dispntei 
point, and led to a message from him Janoar] 
23, 1868, in reply to a resolution of the S«iiat 
of January 8. 

The Eight-Hoar Bill. 

1868, January 6 — The House passed thia billg 
without a division : 

Be it enacted, &c., That eight hours shall oon* 
stitute a day's work for all laborers, workloeDi 
and mechanics now employed, or who may b<k 
hereafter employed, by or on behalf of thej/gOf* 
ernment of tne United States ; and that all aeil 
and parts of acts inconsistent with this act be^ 
and the same are hereby, repealed. 

June 24 — The Senate considered it, and Mr, 
Sherman moved to add a proviso :-. 

"Unless otherwise provided by law, the n^ 
of wages paid by the United States shall be tliil 
current rate for the same labor, for the 
time, at the place of employment ;" 

Which was disagreed to — yeas 16, nays 21, 
follow : 

Teas— Messrs. Cattell, Corbett, Davis, Edmunds* Feif 
ry, Fessenden, Howard, Morgan, Morrill of Maia% 
Morrill of Vermont, Patterson of New HampBhix% 
Boss, Sherman, Sumner, Van Winkle. Williams-^H. ' 

Nats — Messrs. Buckalew, Cole, Conkling, ConnesSi Gnr 
gin, Dixon, Doolittle, Harlan, Hendricks, Johnson^ Mi> 
Donald, McOreery, Morton, Nye, Patterson of Tenn^ 
see, Pomeroy, Ramsey, Stewart, Tipton, Wade, Wilsoil 
—21. ^ 

The bill then passed — ^yeas 26, nays 11, ai 
follow : 



Ybab— Messrs. 5ucA»feio, Chandler, Cole, Connese^C 
gin, Dixon, DooUtUe, Fowler, Harlan, Hendricks, H( 
ard, McOreeru, McDonald, Morton, Nye, Patterson u» 
New Hampshire, Patterson of Tennessee, Ramsey, Ro^ 
Stewart, Thayer, Tipton, Wade, Williams, Wilson, yat8% 
—26. 

Nats— Messrs. Corbett, Davis, Edmunds, Ferry, F*©- i 
senden, Morgan, Morrill of Vermont, Pomeroy, 8he^ 
man, Sunmer, Van Winkle— IL 



XXXIII. 



GENERAL POLITICAL MISCELLANY. 



▼otM of State Legiilatnrei on the Fourteenth 
Amendment. 

In Political Manual for 1867, p. 68, and in the 
combined Manual, p. 194, is given the action of 
the States up to April, 1867. The record then 
stood: 

Ratiftifo States. — Maine, New Hatapshire, 
Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Con- 
necticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
West Virginia, Ohio, Tennessee, Indiana.lllinois, 
Michigan, Missouri, Minnesota, Kansas, Wiscon- 
! MA, Oregon, Nevada— 21. 



BEjEOTnra States — Delaware, Maryland^ and 
Kentucky — 3. Besides the ten insurreclionaiy 
States of Virginia, North Carolina, South Caio- 
lina, Georgia, Florida, Alabama,* Mississi^i 



* President Johnson'n telegram to ex-ProTfo|0lial 
Gk>yernor Parsons, of Alabama, on the ratificati09i-of 
the Fourteenth Amendment: 

BX-GOVEENOR PAESONS'S TELEQEAM. 

MOKTOOICEBT, ALABAMA, . 
January 17. 1867.. 
Legislature in session. Efforts making td. fe> 
consider vote on constitutional amendment B*- 
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tiPU^iana, Texas, Arkansas, as reorganised nn- 
^r the Presidential plan — ^13 in all. 
JffoT Acted— Iowa, California, Nebraska — 8. 

Babseqnent Actitn of State Legislatrires. 

Since that date, Iowa and Nebraska ratified 
Eihe amendment and Oalifornia rejected it, thos 
increasing the ratifying States to 23, and the 
Rejecting to 4, ezclnding the insurrectionary 
JBtates, or 14 with them. 

The Legislatures of Ohio and New Jersey of 
1I8O8 passed resolutions for the withdrawal of 
their previous ratification. 

In Ohio the yote on withdrawing, January 
13, 1868, was as follow: 
. In Senate — ^yeas 19, nays 17, as follow: 

TsAS— Messrs. Berrvt Oamj^dlt Carter, Diekey, Dowd- 
fkeyy Emmitty Evom, Oodfr^ OoJden, Huteheson^ Jamir 
ion, Kenneyy Laiorenee, tMm^ May, Eex, Scribntr, Stam- 



Kats— Messrs. Biggs, Brooks, Barrows, Ck)Dant, Go- 

giy, Everett, Griswold, Hall, Jones, Eeifer, Kessler, 
raner. Potts, Simmons, Torrence, Woodworth, Teo- 



inaii— 17. 

In House— yeas 56, nays 46, as follow: 
Teas— Messrs. Aeker, Bakery BaU, BelioiUe, jBoeftmar, 
Araneh, BudL OaUen, OoekeriU, (haae^Dmrnan, Dilworth, 
Dungan, PUmvMj Fwlat, Fitehf &<utm, Oerhar'tQorcUm, 
ffeaaleytHenricks, Hut of X^efiance, Eord^ Hughes of 
Bntler, Bughn of Highland, Jewett, Jones, Kemo, Ken- 
nofi, Larvntt, Lawson, Leete, Mann, MeMarreU, MofetL 
ffeal, Neumtan, Niehol, Parka, Parr, Penniaten, Mead, 
Biehardson, Bobinson, B088, Butter, Shaw, Stiekney, 
6watm, SweOand, Thompam of Stark, ThomhUL Walling, 
WUsan, Worth, Mr. Speaker FoUett~66. 

Nats— Messrs. Anderson, Betts, Borden, Bronson, 
Brooke, Ganfield, Cannon, Carpenter, Coleman, Dennis, 
Dickson, Dunn, Barnes, Gallup, Hare, Hill of Brie, Hill 
of Fulton, Howard. Johnson, Kain, Kennett, Kerr of 
Fayette, Kerr of Jefferson, Lawrence, Lee. Lewton, 
MCMorrtin, Moore, Parker, Pond, Bitesell, Bough, 
Bukenbrod, Baylor, Scott of Hamilton, Scott of War- 
ren, Sherwin, Sinclair, Sisler, Skaats, Thompson of 
Columbiana, iTlIeiy, Wamking, Warren, Welsh, Wolf 

In New Jersey, the resolution of withdrawal 

port from Washington i^^b it is prohable an 
enabling act will pass. We do not know what 
to believe. I find nothing here. 

LbwisE. Fassohb. 

Exchange Hotel, 
His Ezcellen<7 Ahbbew Johssov, BreeidenL 

BEPLT 07 THB PBESIBEirT* 

UisriTED States Military Tblbobaph, 
Executive Opfiob, 
WASHiuaTOBr, D. C, January 17, 1867. 
What possible ^ood can be obtained by recon- 
sidering the constitutional amendment? I know 
of none in the present posture of affairs ; and I 
do not believe the people of the whole country 
will sustain any set of individuals in attempts 
to change the whole character of our Government 
fay enabling acts or otherwise. I believe, on 
we <;ontrai7, that they will eventually uphold 
aQ who have the patriotism and courage to 
itand by the Constitution, and who place their 
eemfidence in the people. There should be no 
.tiering on the part of those who are honest in 
their determination to sustain the several co-or- 
dinate departments of the (Government, in ac- 
eordanoe with its original design. 

AlTDEBW JoHirSOH 

Hon. Lewis E. Paesons, 

Montgomery, Alabama, 
23 



passed the Benate February 19, 1868, and tli0 
House February 20, but was vetoed by the 
(Governor. 

The resolution was repassed over the Goy- 
ernor's veto, in the Senate, March 6— yeas 11, 
nays 9, as follow: 

TsAS^Messrs. Andenon, Bourne, Dater, Edsall, QaakilU 
Hopper, LiUle, OPreflident,) Biee, Bobine, WUdriek, Wvfh 

Nats— -Messrs. Bettle, Blackman, Clark, Ck>bb, Hays, 
Homer, Plummer, Richey, Warwick— 9. 

The vote on passing in the House, March 25, 
was yeas 45, nays 13, as follow: 

Teas — ^Messrs. Alhertmn, Allen, J. L. Baldwin, Bergen, 
Brown, Christie, H. C. Clark, H. F. Oark, Coghlan, Ct>t^ 
line, Oorlies, Corson, Cox, Duri/er, Evans, (Speaker,) Fitl' 
mer, Oivens. Hedden, Ilendrichon, //enry, Herinq, Hood, 
Hough, Huff, Hunt, Jones, Lannin^, lAppincott, Magona- 
gU, Maxwell, Mohmy, Pcarce, Picket, Price, Probasao, 
Jtosenbaum, Sharp, Smith, Strong, Taylor, Van Vorst, 
Vliet, Westeott, Whclan, WiUs^iL (One Democrat ab- 
sent.) 

Nats— Messrs. Atwater, J. B. Baldwin, Ck>wperthwaite^ 
Gkige, Keim, Kennedy, Lord, Mackin, Nixon, Peck, 
Reeves, Speer, Van voorhies^lS. (One Bepablioaii 
absent) 

Of Ihe Inenrreetionary Btatoet 

Arkansas ratified the amendment, April 6, 
Senate, yeas 23, nays 0; and, April 3, House, 
yeas 66, nays 0. 

Florida ratified the amendment, June 9. in 
Senate, yeas 10, nays 3 ; and in House of Rep- 
resentatives, yeas 25, nays 14. 

North Carolina ratified it, July 1, in the Sen- 
ate 36 to 2, in the House 72 to 23. 

With the ratification by the Legislatures of the 
remaining States whose restoration to represen- 
tation is dependent upon that condition, as set 
forth in the act of June 25, 1868, the requisite 
three-fourths of the thirty-seven States will be 
secured, even conceding the right of Ohio and 
New Jersey to withdraw. 



Tetee en •enstitutioiial AmeuAmento ia thi^ 
States. 

IK MIOHIGAV. 

The vote in April 1868, on the new constitu- 
tion, as officially declared by the State board of 
canvassers, was as follow : 
Vote for the Gon8titation...........MM....M....M..».. 71,733 

Against the Constitution................................... 110,582 

Majority agahist the Oonstitation... .............. . 88,840 

For prohibition «« 72,462 

Against prohibition......... 86,14S 

Hi^oriiy against prohibition. 13,681 

For annual sessions 24,482 

For biennial sessions.^ 100,3U 

Majority for biennial 8ession8u.............M 75,832 

The vote on the constitution is larger by aboQt 
18,000 than the vote on Governor in 1866. 

Total yote on constitution m....... 182,310 

« " prohibition 158,605 

" •« sessions 124,796 



IN OHIO. 

In October, 1867. the vote was taken on the 
proposed constitutional amendment respecting 
suffrage, for which see Political Manual for 
1867, page 131, or the combined Manual, page 
257. . The result was : 
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F«rihei 



Mi^orit^ against on rote 




the aoMiMlment..— M*.. 

Total Tote 

>ritv again 

▼otiiig Qn namdmenC 

Oonsiitatioiial minority against^. 
IKKAHSA8. 

In Noyember, 1867, the vote was taken on 
tlnree propoBed amendments respecting voters: 
FirBt. To strike ont the word " wnite." Second, 
To strike out the word " male." Third, To dis 
franchise rebels. The votes were as follows : 

On striking out " white/' the yeas were 10,483, 
nays 19,421. Majority aeainst, 8,938. 

On striking ont '* male, the yeas were 9,070, 
nays 19,857. Majority against, 10,787. 

On disfranchisiDg rebels, the yeas were 15,672, 
nays 12,990. Majority for, 2,682. 

nr iinrNESOTA. 
In November, 1867, on a vote to amend the 
oonstitation so as to extend snfffage without 
regard to color, the yeas were 27,461, the nays 

28,759. 

nr iLLnrois. 

In November, 1868, a vote is to be taken for 
or against calling a convention to form a new 
oonatitntion. ^____ 

nMAlVCflAL LE&iaiJLTIOH. 

Aot Amthoriiing tke 6*8 of 1881. 
Vtily 17, 1861— An act to authorize a national 

loan, and for other purposes. 

Seo. 1. Be a enactea, <Sce,, That the Secretary 
of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, authorized 
to borrow on the credit of the United States, 
within twelve months from the passage of this 
act, a sum not exeeeding $250,(XX^()(M or so 
much thereof as he may daem necessary for the 
public service, for which he is authorized to issue 
coupon bonds, or registered bonds, or treasury 
notes, in such proportions of each as he may 
deem advisable ; the bonds to bear interest not 
exceeding 7 per cent, pr annum, payable semi- 
annually, irredeemable for twenty years, and 
after that period redeemable at the pleasure of 
the Uuitea States ; and the treasury notes to be 
of any denomination fixed by the Secretary of 
the Treasury, not lees than $50, and to be paya- 
ble three years after date, with interest at the 
rate of seven and three-tenths per cent, per an- 
num, payable semi-annually. 

Aet Amthtriiinf tbe i JO'f. 

Pebruary 25, 1862 — ^An act to authorize the 
issue of United States notes, and for the re- 
demption or fonding thereof, and for funding 
the floating debt of the United States. 

»*♦ » ♦ ♦ » 

Sec. 2. That to enable the Secretary of the 
Treasury to fund the treasury notes and floating 
debt of the United States, be is hereby author- 
ized to issue, on the credit of the United States, 
coupon bonds, or registered bonds, to an amount 
not exceeding $500,000,000, redeemable at the 
pleasure of the United States after five years. 



and payable twenty yean from date, and boaip* 
ing interest at tha rate of 6 per cent par «M 
nttm, payable semi-annually. And thebcnadi 
herein authorized shall be of such denominatioilB, 
not less than $50, as .may be determined tqpon 
by the Secretary of the Treasury. And the 
Secretary of the Treasury may dispose, of^midi 
bonds at any time, at the market value th^wo^ 
for the coin of the United States, or for any <A 
the treasury notes that have been or may hem- 
after be issued under any former act of Gdin- 
^ess, orfor United States notes that may be, 
issued under the provisions of this act ; and idl * 
stocks, bonds, ana other securities of the United 
States held by individualB, corporations, or aaao* 
ciations, within the United States, shall be ex* 
empt from taxation by or under State authoiiiy. 

Aet Creating a Sinking Tnnd, ftc. 

Seo. 5. That all duties on imported floods 
shall be paid in coin, or in notes payabu on 
demand heretofore authorized to be issued aoj 
by law receivable in payment of public does, 
and the coin so paid shall be set i^>art as a 
special fund, and shall be applied as follows : 

Mrtt To the payment in coin of the interest 
on the bonds and notes of the United Statea. 

Second, To the purchase or payment of <Nia 
per centum of the entire deht of the United 
States, to be made within each fiscal year after 
the 1st day of July, 1862, which is to ba set 
apart as a sinking-fund, and the interest of whiok 
shall in like manner be applied to the purchase 
or pajrment of the public debt as the Seoretaiy 
of the Treasury shall from time to time diiaet 

TUrd. The residue thereof to be paid into^M 
Treasury of the United States. 

Aet Amthoriiing the 10.40'i. 
March 3, 1864— An act supplementary to a& aot 

entitled "An act to provide ways and meaos 

for the snpport of the Qoyeroment,*' «>proTid 

Maroh 3, 1863. 

Seo 1. Be it enacM, de. That in lien of m 
much of the loan aoUiorized by the act of Mardi 
3, 1863, to which this is supplementary, the Sec- 
retary of the Treasnry is aicU^enzed to IxMrnyw* 
from time to time, on the credit of the United 
States, not ezoeeding $200,000,000 during the 
current fiscal year, and to prepare and issue 
therefor coupon or registered bonas of the United 
States, bearing date March 1, 1864, or any snb- 
sequent period^ redeemable at the pleasure of tile 
government after any period not less than five 
years, and payable at any period not more than 
forty years from date, in coin, and of such deBM»> 
inations as maybe found expedient, not less tba^ 
$50, bearing interest not exceedingsix per c 



a year, payable on bonds not over $100 ann«a&f* 
and on all other bonds semi-annually, in coin ; ifi 
he may dispose of such bonds at any time, oa sqA ) 
terms as he may deem most advisable, for lawM 
money of the United States, or, at his dlMBa- 
tion, for treasury notes, certificatee of inddMslh 
ness, or certificates of deposit, issued nnditf ei^ 
act of Congress ; and all bonds issued under ttiS 
act shall be exempt from taxation by OE xuSi 
State or municipal aathority. And the t)Ma* 
tary of the Treasury shall pay the neOQMlJ 
expenses of the preparation, issue, and c^{Nm 
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9t auob boBdf (mief w^ m<m07 in tti* treamy 
not otiierwise i^ropriated, but the amoiut so 
padd shall not exoeea one-half of one per cent- 
um of the amount of the bondfl so iisned and 
disposed oi^ — -» 

JUt Authorising the Oeniolidntad lean of 186S. 
M&rch 3, 1866 — ^An act to provide ways and 

means to support the government. 

8eo. 1. Be it enacUd, dtc, That the Secretary 
of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, aathor- 
ised to borrow, from time to time, on the credit 
of the United States, in addition to the amounts 
heretofore authorized, any sums not exceeding 
in the aggregate $600,000,000, and to issue 
therefor bonds or treasury notes of the United 
States, in such form as he may prescribe ; and 
BO much thereof as may be issuea in bonds shall 
be of denominations not less than $50, and may 
be made payable at any period not more than 
forty years from date of issue, or may be made 
redeemable, at the pleasure of the government, 
at or after any period not less than five years 
nor more than forty years from date, or may be 
made redeemable and payable as aforessta, as 
may be expressed, upon their face ; and so much 
thereof as may be issued in treasury notes may 
be made convertible into any bonds authorized 
by this act, and may be of such denominations 
—not less than $50 — ^and bear such dates and 
btt made redeemable or payable at such periods 
as in the opinion of the Secretary of the Treas- 
nnf may be deemed expedient And the inter- 
est on such bonds shall be payable semi-annn- 
nlly ; and on treasury notes authorized by this 
•et the interest may be made payable semi- 
«niinally, or annnally, or at maturity thereof; 
tt&4 the principal or interest, or both, may be 
made payable m coin or in other lawful money: 
Proviaed, That the rate of interest on any such 
boikds or treasury notes, when payable in coin, 
ihftll not exceed six per cent, per annum ; and 
when not payable in coin shall not exceed seven 
ftnd three- tenths per cent, per annum ; and the 
rate and character of interest shall be expressed 
•a all such bonds or treasury notes. 

Aet Creating Legal Tenders. 

#'eb«iary 25, 1862— An act to authorize the 
issue of United States notes and for the re- 
demption or funding thereof, and for funding 
the floating debt of the United States. 
. Sue. 1. * * * And pr(mded further, Thskt 
the amount of the two kinds of notes together 
sh»U at no time exceed the sum of $150,0(^,000, 
and such notes herein authorized shall be receiva- 
ble in payment of all taxes, internal duties, ex- 
eisee, debts, and demands of every kind due to the 
United States, except duties on imports, and of 
ftU claims and demands against the United 
SMes of every kind' whatsoever, except for in* 
larest upon bonds and notes, which shall be pud 
in coin, and shall also be lawful money and a 
la^ tender in payment of aU debts, puolic and 
faavate, within the United States, except duties 
ea imports end interest as aforesaid. 

JbDt Limiting the Amount of "Greenbacks." 
June 30, 1864. — An act to provide ways and 
means for the support of the government, and 
lor other purposes. 



Bao. 1. 3eU«naekd,dtc.,ThtiJ^ the Secretly 
of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, authorised 
to borrow, from time to time, on the credit of 
the United States, $400,000,000. and to issue 
therefor coupon or registered bonds of the United 
States, redeemable at the pleasure of the Govern^ 
ment, after any period not less than five, nor 
more than thirty years, or, if deemed expedient, 
made payable at any period not more than forty 
years from date. And said bonds shall be of 
such denominations as the Secretary of the 
Treasury shall direct, not less than fifty dollars, 
and bear an annual interest not exceeding six 
per centum, payable semi-annually in coin. And 
the Secretaiy of the Treasury may dispose of 
such bonds, or any part thereof, and of any bonds 
commonly known as five-twenties remaining 
unsold, in the United States, or if he shall find 
it expedient, in Europe, at any time, on such 
terms as he may deem most advisable, for lawful 
money of the United States, or, at his discretion, 
for treasury notes, certificates of indebtedness, 
or certificates of deposit issued under any act 
of Congress. And all bonds, treasury notes, and 
other obligations of the United States, shall be 
exempt from taxation by or under State or mu- 
nicipal authority. 

Seo. 2. That the Secretary of the Treasury may 
issue on the credit of the United States, and in 
lieu of an equal amount of bonds authorized 
by the preceding section, and as a part of said 
loan, not exceeding $200,000,000 m treasury 
notes, of any denomination not less than ten 
dollars, payable at any time not exceeding 
three years irom date, or, if thought more expe- 
dient, redeemable at any time aner three years 
from date, and beuing interest not exceeding 
the rate of seven and tnree tenths per centum, 
payable in lawful money at maturity, or, at the 
discretion of the Secretary, semi-annually. And 
the said treasury notes may be disposed of by the 
Secretary of the Treasury on the best terms that 
can be obtained, for lawful money ; and such of 
them as shall be made payable, principal and 
interest, at maturity, shall be a legal tender to 
the same extent as United States notes for their 
face value, excluding interest, and may be paid 
to any creditor of the United States at their face 
value, excluding interest, or to any creditor 
willing to receive them at par, including interest; 
and any treasury notes issued under the authority 
of this act may be made convertible, at the dis- 
cretion of the Secretary of the Treasury, into 
any bonds issued under the authority of this 
act. And the Secretary of the Treasury may 
redeem and cause to be cancelled and destroyed 
'anv treasury notes or United States notes here- 
tofore issued under authority of previous acts of 
Congress, and substitute, in lieu thereof, an 
equal amount of treasury notes such as are 
authorized by this act, or of other United States 
notes: Provided, That the total amount of bonds 
and treasury notes authorized by the first and 
second sections of this act shall not exceed 
$400,000,000. in addition to the amounts here- 
tofore issued; nor shall the total amount of 
United States notes, issued or to be issued, 
ever exceed $400,000,000, and such additional 
sum, not exceeding $50,000,000, as may be 
temporarily required for the redemption of test* 
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torary loan ; nor shall any treasury note bear- 
ing interest, issaed under this act, be a legal 
tender in pajrment or redemption of any notee 
issued by any bank, bankine association, or 
banker, calculated or intendea to circulate as 
money. ^_^^ 

Important IDlitary Order ia Tans. 

Ausmr, Texas, June 11, 1868. 
[General Orders, No. 13.] 
Trustworthy information received at these 
headquarters shows that in many counties in 
Texas organized bands of lawless men are com- 
mitting murders, and otherwise violating the 
laws and disturbing the peace of the country : 
It is therefore ordered, that all civil officers use 
increased diligence to arrest parties so offending. 
S'or this purpose, military aid will be rendered 
pu application to any post commander in thia 



State. In^rma^n wilQi teg^ to offenden H 
requested from all citisens. Such informatioa 
may be sent direct to these headquarters, or to 
the most convenient military post When cnH 
officers fail to discharge their duty, evidence 1» 
that effect is requested, to the end that F^oper 
steps may be taken in the premises. Where 
prisoners cannot be safely kq>t by the civil au- 
thorities, they may be taken to the most conve- 
nient military post, the commander whored 
will reoeive the same, and hold them subject to 
orders from these headquarters. Full report 
and list of witnesses will be promptly forward 
in each case, in accordance with General Orders 
No. 41, from these headquarters, of Novembei 
22. 1867. 
By command of Bvt. Maj. Gen. J. J. Reynolds. 
C. E. Morse, Is* Lieut. 26th Inf., 
A.D.aandA.A.l.G. 



xxxrv. 

NATIONAL PLATFORMS OP 1862, 1856, 1860 AND 1864. 



HATIOHAL PLAT70B1I8 OF 1852. 

Bemoeratio, at Baltimore, June. 

' Besolved, That the American Democracy place 
their trust in the intelligence, the patriotism, 
and the discriminating justice of the American 
people. 

II. lUsolved, That we regard this as a dis- 
tinctive feature of our political creed, which we 
are proud to maintain before the world as the 
great moral element in a form of government 
springing from and upheld by the popular will ; 
and we contrast it with the creed and practice of 
J'ederalism, under whatever name or form, which 
Seeks to palsy the will of the constituent, and 
which conceives no imposture too monstrous for 
the popular credulity. 

III. Resolved, therefore, That, entertaining 
these views, the Democratic party of this Union, 
through their delegates assembled in a general 
convention of the States, coming together in a 
spirit of concord, of devotion to the doctrinea 
and faith of a free representative government, 
and appealing to their fellow-citizens for the rec- 
titude of their intentions, renew and re-assert 
before the American people the declarations of 
principles avowed by them when, on former oc- 
casions, in general convention, they presented 
their candidates for the popular suffrage : 

1. That the Federal Government is one of 
limited powers, derived solely from the Constitu- 
tion, and the grants of power made therein ought 
to be strictly construed by all the departments 
and agents of the Government ; and that it is 
tnezpedient and dangerous to exercise doubtful 
'Constitutional powers. 



I 2. That the Constitution doea not confer upoa 
the General Government the power to commenDft 
and carry on a general system of internal iof 
provements. 

3. Tliat the Constitution does not confer au- 
thority upon the Federal Government, dirertly 
or indirectly, to assume the debts of the seyeiall 
States, contracted for local internal improve* 
ments or other State purposes ; nor would such 
assumption be just and expedient. 

4. That justice and sound policy forbid the 
Federal Government to foster one branch of in- 
dustry to the detriment of any other, or to cher^ 
ish the interests of one portion to the injury ol 
another portion of our common country ; that 
every citizen, and every section of the coan^, 
has a right to demand and insist upo& "an 
equality of rights and privileges, and to coin- 
piete and ample protection of persons and prop 
erty from domestic violence or foreign aggrea 
sion. 

5. That it is the duty of every branch of the 
Government to enforce and practice the most 
rigid economy in conducting our public affiedrs, 
and that no more revenue ought to be raised 
than is required to defray the necessary ezp«[i- 
ses of the Government, and for the gradual but 
eertain extinction of the public debt. 

6. That Congress has no power to charter « 
national bank ; that we believe such an imti* 
tution one of deadly hostility to the best in^titt* 
eats of the country, dangerous to pur repubUttn 
institutions and the liberties of the people, lAd 
calculated to place the business of tne cot^nll^ 
within the control of a concentrated money 
power, and above the laws and the win i:>f m 
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peofvle; and that the reftolts of democratic leg- 
isUtion, in this and all other financial measures 
upon which issues have been made between the 
two political parties of the country, have de- 
monstrated, to candid and practical men of all 
parties, their soundness, safety, and utility, in 
all business pursuits. 

7. That the separation of the moneys of the 
Grovernment from banking institutions is indis- 
pensable for the safety of the funds of the Gov- 
ernment and the rights of the people. 

8. That the liberal principles embodied by 
Jefferson in the Declaration of Independence, 
and sanctioned in the Constitution, which makes 
ours the land of liberty and the a<(ylum of the 
oppressed of every nation, have ever been car- 
dinal principles in the democratic faith ; and 
every attempt to abridge the present privilege of 
becoming citizens and the owners of soil among 
us, ought to be resisted with the same spirit which 
swept the alien and sedition laws from our 
statute-books. 

9. That Congress has no power under the Con- 
stitution to interfere with or control the domestic 
institutions of the several States, and that such 
States are the sole and proper judges of every- 
thing appertaining to their own anairs, not pro- 
hibited by the Constitution ; that all efforts of 
the abolitionists or others, made to induce Con- 
gress to interfere with questions of slavery, 
or to take incipient steps in relation thereto, are 
calculated to lead to the most alarming and 
dangerous consequences; and that all such efforts 
have an inevitable tendency to diminish the 
happiness of the people, and endanger the sta- 
bility and permanency of the Union, and ought 
not to be countenanced by any friend of our 
political institutions. 

IV. Maolved, That the foregoing proposition 
covers, and was intended to embrace, the whole 
subject of slavery agitation in Congress ; and, 
therefore, the Democratic party of the Union, 
standing upon this national platform, will abide 
by and adhere to a faithful execution of the acts 
known as the compromise measures settled by 
the last Congress, " the act for reclaiming fugi- 
tives from service or labor" included ; which act, 
being designed to carry out an express provision 
of the Constitution, cannot, with fidelity there- 
to» be repealed or so changed as to destroy or 
impair its efficiency. 

V. Besolved, That the Democratic party will 
resist all attempts at renewing, in Congress or 
out of it, the agitation of the slavery question, 
under whatever shape or color the attempt may 
be made. 

VI. Besolvedf That the proceeds of the public 
lands ought to be sacredly applied to the national 
O^ects specified in the Constitution ; and that 
«• are opposed to any law for the distribution 
d such proceeds among the States, as alike 
ioexpedient in policy and repugnant to the 
GctDstitution. 

VII. Resolved, That we are decidedly opposed 
ta taking from the President the qualified veto 
power, by which he is enabled, under restrictions 
aad responsibilities amply suf&cient to guard the 

.p^lblic interest, to suspend the passage of a bill 
"whose merits can not secure the approval of two- 
thirds of the Senate and House of Eepresenta- 
G 



tives, until the judgment of the pooj^ can be 
obtained thereon, and which has saved tho 
American people from the corrupt and tyranni- 
cal domination of the Bank of the United States, 
and from a corrupting system of general inter- 
nal improvements. 

VIII. Resolved, That the Democratic party 
will faithfully abide by and uphold the prin- 
ciples laid down in the Kentucky and Virginia 
resolutions of 1798^ and in the report ot Mr. 
Madison to the Vir^nia Legislature in 1799 ; 
that it adopts those principles as constituting one 
of the main foundations of its political creed, and 
is resolved to carry them out in their obvious 
meaning and import. 

IX. Resolved, That the war with Mexico, upon 
all the principles of patriotism and the laws of 
nations, was a just and necessar^r war on our 

Eart, in which every American citizen should 
ave shown himself on the side of his country, 
and neither morally nor physically, by word 
or deed, have given " aid and comfort to the 
enemy." 

X. Revived, That we rejoice at the restoration 
of friendly relations with our sister Republic of 
Mexico, and earnestly desire for her all the 
blessings and prosperity which we enjoy under 
republican institutions; and we congratulate 
the American people upon the results of that 
war, which have so manifestly justified the pol- 
icy and conduct of the Democratic party, and 
insured to ^he United States " indemnity for the 
past, and security for the future." 

XI. Resolved, That, in view of this condition 
of popular institutions in the Old World, a high 
and sacred duty is devolved, with increased. res- 
ponsibility, upon the Democratic party of this 
country, as the party of the people, to uphold 
and maintain the rights of every State, and 
thereby the Union of the States, and to sustain 
and advance among us constitutional liberty, by 
continuing to resist all monopolies and exclusive 
legislation for the benefit of the few at the ex- 
pense of the many, and by a vigilant and con* 
stant adherence to those principles and com- 
promises of the Constitution, which are broad 
enough and strong enough to embrace and up- 
hold the Union as it was, the Union as it is, 
and the Union as it shall be, in the full expan- 
sion of the energies and capacity of this great 
and progressive people. 

Whig, at Baltimore, June* 

The Whigs of the United States, in conven- 
tion assembled, firmly adhering to the great con- 
servative republican principles by which they 
are controlled and governed, and now, as ever, 
relying upon the intelligence of the American 
people, with an abiding confidence in their 
capacity for self-government and their continued 
devotion to the Constitution and the Union, do 
proclaim the following as the political sentiments 
and determinations for the establishment and 
maintenance of which their national organiza- 
tion as a party is effected : 

I. The Government of the United States is of 
a limited character, and it is confined to the ex- 



• For these resolutions, see pages 128-131 of the Mai> 
«ial for 1867, or pages 254-257 of the Combined ManuaL 
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' «rcira of powers ezpntsly granted by the Con- 
fftitQiioQ, and soch as may be necessary and 
proper for carrying the granted powers into foil 
execntion, and that all powers not thus granted 
•r necessarily implied are expressly reserved to 
the States respectively and to the people. 

II. The State Qovemments should be held 
«ecnre in their reserved rights, and the General 

• Government sustained in its constitutional pow- 
ers, and the Union should be revered and watched 
over as "the palladium of our liberties." 

III. That, while struggling freedom every- 
where enlists the warmest sympathy of the Whig 
party, we still adhere to the doctrines of the 
PatHer . of his Country, as announced in his 
Fajfewell Address, of keeping ourselves free from 

' all -entangling alliances with foreign countries, 
»nd of never quitting our own to stand upon 
foreign ground. That our mission as a repuolic 
is not topropa^te our opinions, or impose on 
other eountries our form of government oy arti- 
fice or leree, butto teach by example, ana show 
by our success, moderation, ana justice, the 
blessiaf(sof self-government and the advantages 
of free institutions. 

IV. That where the people make and control 
the government, they snould obey its constitu- 
tion, Urws» and treaties, as they would retain 
their self-respect, and the respect which they 
claim a^d will. enforce from foreign powers. 

V. Government should be conducted upon 
principles -of the strictest economy, and revenue 
}>ufficient for the expenses thereof in time of 
peace ought to be mainly derived from a duty 
on imports, and not from direct taxes ; and in 
levying sudh duties, sound policy requires a just 
discrimination and protection from fraud by 
specific duties, when practicable, whereby suit- 
able encouragement may be assured to American 
indQstry,eqaally to all classes and to all portions 
of the country. 

VI. The Oonstitution vests in Congress the 
power to open and repair harbors and remove 
obstructions from navigable rivers, and it is ex- 
pedient that Congress should exercise that power 
whenever such improvements are necessary for 
the common defence or for the protection and 
facility of commerce with foreign nations or 
among the States, such improvements being, in 
every instance, national and general in tneir 
character. 

VII. The Federal and State Governments are 
parts of one system, alike necessary for the com- 
mon prosperity, peace, and security, and ought 
to be regarded alike with a cordial, habitual, 
and immovable attachment. Eespect for the 
authority of each, and acquiescence in the con- 
stitutional measures of eaco, are duties required 
by the plainest considerations of National, of 
State, and of individual welfare. 

VIII. The series of acts of the 31st Congress, 
commonly known as the compromise or adjust- 
ment, (the act for the recovery of fugitives from 
labor included,) are received and acquiesced in 
by the Whi^s of the United States as a final 
settlement, m principle and substance, of the 
subjects to which they relate ; and, so far as 
these acts are concerned, we will maintain them, 
and insist on their strict enforcement, until time 
and experience shall demonstrate the necessity 



of farther legialatioKi to gttard against &b 
evasion of the laws on the one hand, and tiw 
abuse of their powers on the other, not im^ntr- 
ing their present efficiency to carry out the* re- 
quirements of the Constitution ; and we '^epfe 
cate all further agitation of the questioai &qb 
settled, as dangerous to our peace, and will dis- 
countenance all efforts to continue or renew each 
agitation, whenever, wherever, or howaver 
made ; and we will maintain this settlement as 
essential to the nationality of t^e Whig p«rty 
and tiie integrity of the Union. 

HATIONAL PLATFOBICS OF ISM. 

Bepublioan, at PMladelphia, June. 

This convention of delegates assembled in 
pursuance of a call addressed to the people of 
the United States, without regard to past po- 
litical differences or divisions, who are opposed 
to the repeal of the Missouri compromise, to the 
policy of the present Administration, to the ex- 
tension of slavery into free territory, in favor 
of admitting Kansas as a free State, of Teeter- 
ing the action of the Federal Government to Ute 
principles of Washington and Jefferson, and 
who purpose to unite in presenting candidates 
for the offices of President and Vice President, 
do resolve as follows : 

1. That the maintenance of the prindples 
promulgated in the Declaration of Independenbe 
and embodied in the Federal Constitution is 
essential to the preservation of our repnbliean 
institutions, and that the Federal Oonstitution, 
the rights of the States, and the anion of the 
States, shall be preserved ; that, with our re- 
publican fathers, we hold it to be a self-evident 
truth, that all men are endowed with the in- 
alienable rights to life, liberty, and the pursuit 
of happiness, and that the primary object and 
ulterior design of our Federal Government were 
to secure these rights to all persons within its 
exclusive jurisdiction ; that, as our republieaa 
fathers, when they had abolished slavery in all 
our national territory, ordained that no person 
should be deprived of life, liberty, or property 
without due process of law, it becomes our duty 
to maintain this provision of the Constitation 
against all attempts to violate it for the purpose 
of establishing slavery in the United States by 
positive legislation prohibiting its existence or 
extension therein ; that we deny the authority 
of Congress, of a Territorial Legislature, of any 
individual or association of 'individuals, to give 
legal existence to slavery in any Territory of 
the United States while the present Constitation 
shall be maintained. 

2. That the Constitution confers upon Con- 
gress sovereign power over the Territories fifths 
United States for their government, and th«iin 
the exercise of this power it is both the li^t 
and the duty of Congress to prohibit in the Tet- 
ritoriea those twin relics of barbarism, polygiifl^ 
and slavery. 

3. That, while the Oonstitution of the United 
States was ordained and established by the MO- 
pie <*in order to form a more perfect nwHt 
establish justice, insure domestic tranqoiltt^i 
provide for the common defence, promote rae 
general welfare, and secure the olessiagii of 
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liberty/* and contains ample provisions for the 
protection of the life, liberty, and property of 
every citizen, the dearest constitutional rights 
of die people of Kansas have been fraudulently 
and violently taken from them ; their territory 
iias been invaded by an armed force ; spurious 
and pretended legislative, judicial, and execu- 
tive officers have been set over them, by whose 
nsurped authority, sustained by the military 
power of the Government, tyrannical and un- 
constitutional laws have been enacted and en- 
forced ; the right of the people to keep and bear 
arms has been infringed; test-oaths of an ex- 
traordinary and entangling nature have been 
imposed as a condition of exercising the right of 
Bunrage and holding office ; the ri^ht of an ac- 
cused {)erson to a speedy and public trial by an 
impartial jury has been denied ; the right of 
the people to be secure in their persons, houses, 
papers, and effects, against unreasonable searches 
ana seizures, has been violated ; they have been 
deprived of life, liberty, and property without 
due process of law ; that the freeaom of speech 
and of the press has been abridged ; the right 
to choose their representatives has been made of 
no effect; murders, robberies, and arsons have 
been instigated and encouraged, and the offend- 
ers have been allowed to go unpunished ; that 
all these things have been done with the know- 
ledge, sanction, and procurement of the present 
Administration, and that for this high crime 
against the Constitution, the Union, and hu- 
man! t7, we arraign the Administration, the 
President, his advisers, agents, supporters, apol- 
ogists, and accessories either before or after the 
fact, before the country and before the world ; 
and that it is our fixed purpose to bring the 
actual perpetrators of these atrocious outrages 
and their accomplices to a sure and condign 
punishment hereafter. 

4. That Kansas should be immediately ad- 
mitted as a State of the Union, with her present 
free constitution, as at once the most effectual 
way of securing to her citizens the enjoyment 
of the rights and privileges to which they are 
entitled, and of ending the civil strife now 
raang in her territory. 

5. That the highwayman's plea that " might 
makes right," exnoodied in the Ostend circular, 
was in every respect unworthy of American 
diplomacy, and would bring shame and dishonor 
upon any Government or people that gave it 
their sanction. 

6. That a railroad to the Pacific ocean by the 
most central and practicable route is impera- 
tively demanded by the interests of the whole 
country, and that the Federal Government 
ought to render immediate and efficient aid in 
its construction ; and, as an auxiliary thereto, 
to the immediate construction of an emigrant 
route on the line of the railroad. 

7. That appropriations by Congress for the 
improvement of rivers and harbors of a national 
character, required for the accommodation and 
security of our existing commerce, are author- 
ised by the Constitution and justified by the 
oMigation of Government to protect the lives 
and property of its citizens. 

8. That we invite the affiliation and co-opera- 
tion of freemen of all parties, however differing 



from ns in other respects, in support of the 
principles herein declared ; and, believing that 
the spirit of our institutions, as well as the Con- 
stitution of our country, guaranties liberty ot 
conscience and eouality of rights among citi- 
zens, we oppose all legislation impairing their 
security. ^^_ 

BemoeratiCf at Oinoiiinatif June. 

The platform reiterates in detail the resolutions 
adopted in 1852, down to and including the 
Vlllth resolution, and added the following : 

And whereas since the foregoing declaration 
was uniformly adopted by our predecessors in 
national conventions an adverse political and 
religious test has been secretly organized by a 
party claiming to be exclusively American, it is 
proper that the American Bemocracv should 
clearly define its relation thereto, and declare 
its determined opposition to all secret political 
societies, by whatever name they may be called 

Besolved, That the foundation of this Union 
of States having been laid in, and its prosperity, 
expansion, and pre-eminent example in free gov- 
ernment built upon, entire freedom in matters of 
religious concernment, and no respect of person 
in regard to rank or place of birth, no party can 
justly be deemed national, constitutional, or in 
accordance with American principles, which bases 
its exclusive organization upon religious opinions 
and accidental oirth-place. And hence a politi- 
cal crusade in the nineteenth century, and in 
the United States of America, against Catholic 
and foreign-born, is neither justiiied by the past 
history or the future prospects of the country, 
nor in unison with the spirit of toleration and 
enlarged freedom which peculiarly distinguishes 
the American system of popular government. 

And that we may more distinctly meet the 
issue on which a sectional party, subsisting exclu- 
sively on slavery agitation, now relies to test 
the fidelity of the people, North and South, to 
the Constitution and the Union : 

1. Resolved, That claiming fellowship with, 
and desiring the co-operation of all who regard 
the preservation of the Union under the Consti- 
tution as the paramount issue, and repudiating 
all sectional parties and platforms concerning 
domestic slavery, which seek to embroil the 
States and incite to treason and armed resistance 
to law in the Territories, and whose avowed 
purpose, if consummated, must end in civil war 
and disunion, the American Democracy recog- 
nize and adopt the principles containea in the 
organic laws establishing tne Territories of Kan- 
sas and Nebraska, as embodying the only sound 
and safe solution of the " slavery (juestion" upon 
which the great national idea ot the people of 
this whole country can repose in its determined 
conservatism of the Union — non-inteeferencb 

BY OONGEESS WITH SLAVERY IN STATE AND TEE- 
EITOEY, OE IS THE DI8TEI0T OP COLUMBIA. 

2. That this was the basis of the compromises 
of 1850, confirmed by both the Democratic and 
Whig parties in national conventions, ratified 
by the people in the election of 1852, and rightly 
applied to the organization of Territories in 1854. 

3. That by the uniform application of this 
democratic principle to the organization of Ter- 
ritories, ana to the admbsion of new States, with 
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or withont domestic slavery, as they may elect, 
the equal rights of all the States will be preserved 
intact, the original compacts of the Constitution 
maintained inviolate, and the perpetuity and 
expansion of this Union insurea to its utmost 
capacity of embracing, in peace and harmony, 
every future American State that may be con- 
stituted or annexed with a republican form of 
government. 

Eesolved, That we reco^ize the right of the 
people of all the Territories, including Kansas 
and Nebraska, acting through the legally and 
fairly- expressed will of a majority of actual 
residents, and wherever the number of their 
inhabitants justifies it, to form a constitution, 
with or without domestic slavery, and be admit- 
ted into the Union upon terms of perfect equality 
with the other States. 

Besolved, finally, That in the view of the con- 
dition of popular institutions in the Old World 
(and the dangerous tendencies of sectional agi- 
tation, combined with the attempt to enforce 
civil and religious disabilities against the rights 
of acquiring and enjoying citizenship in our own 
land,) a high and sacred duty is devolved With 
increased responsibility upon the Democratic 
party of this country, as the party of the Union, 
to uphold and maintain the rights of every State, 
and thereby the Union of tne States ; and to 
sustain and advance among us constitutional 
liberty, by continuing to resist all monopolies 
and exclusive legislation for the benefit of the 
few at the expense of the many, and by a vigi- 
lant and constant adherence to those principles 
and compromises of the Constitution, which are 
broad enough and strong enough to embrace and 
uphold the Union as it was, the Union as it is, 
and the Union as it shall be, in the full expan- 
sion of the energies and capacity of this great 
and progressive people. 

1. Resolved, That there are questions connected 
with the foreign policy of this country, which 
are inferior to no domestic question whatever. 
The time has come for the people of the United 
States to declare themselves in favor of free seas 
and progressive free trade throughout the world, 
by solemn manifestations, to place their moral 
influence at the side of their successful example. 
[Adopted— yeas 230, nays 29.] 

2. Resolved, That our geographical and po- 
litical position with reference to the other States 
of this continent, no less than the interest of our 
commerce and the development of our growing 
power, requires that we should hold as sacred 
the principles involved in the Monroe doctrine; 
their bearing and import admit of no miscon- 
struction ; they should be applied with unbend- 
ing rigidity. [Adopted — ^yeas 239, nays 21 ] 

3. Jiesolved, That the great highway which 
nature as well as the assent of the States most 
immediately interested in its maintenance has 
marked out for a free communication between 
the Atlantic and the Pacific oceans, constitutes 
one of the most important achievements realized 
by the spirit of modern times and the uncon- 
querable energy of our people. That result 
should be secured by a timely and efficient ex- 
ertion of the control which we have the right to 
claim over it, and no power on earth should be 
suffered to impede or clog its progress by any 



interference with the relations it may suit our 
policy to establish between our Government and 
the governments of the States within wbose 
dominions it lies. We can, under no ciroom- 
stanoe, surrender our preponderance in the ad- 
justment of all questions arising oat of it 
[Adopted — ^yeas 180, nays 56.] 

4. Re$ohed, That, in view of so commanding 
an interest, the ^ple of the United States cAn- 
not but sympathize with the efforts which are 
being made by the people of Central America 
to regenerate that portion of the continent 
which covers the passage across the inter- 
oceanic isthmus. [Adopted — ^yeas 221, nays 38.1 

6. Resolved^ That the Democratic party will 
expect of the next Administration that every 
proper effort be made to insure our ascendancy 
in the Gulf of Mexico, and to maintain a per- 
manent protection to the great outlets throng 
which are emptied into ite waters the proAiets 
raised out of the soil and the commodities cre- 
ated by the industry of the people of our 
western valleys and of the Uniott at large. 
[Adopted— yeas 229, najrs 33.] 

The following resolution, reported ftom the 
committee on resolutions, was ' laid on ' the 
table — yeas 154, nays 120: 

Resolved, That the Democratic party recog- 
nizes the great importance, in a politit^* i^d 
commercial point of view, of a safe and epeedy 
communication by military and postal roads, 
through our own territory, between the Athmtic 
and Pacific coasts of this Union, and that it is 
the duty of the Federal Government to exercise 
promptly all its constitutional power for the 
attainment of that object. On taoling, the vote 
was: 

Ybas— Maine 1, New Hampshire 4, Massachusetts 17, 
Bhode Island 4, Connecticut 6. New Jersey 7, PMin- 
sylvania 27, Delaware 3, Virginia 15, North Oaroiiaa 10, 
South Carolina 8, Georgia 6, Alabama 9, Mississippi 7, 
Ohio 16, Kentucky 8, Tennessee 3, Florida 8—161 

Nats— Maine 7, Nefw Hampshire 1, Vermont 6, Mas- 
sachusetts 12, Maryland 6, Georgia 4, Louisiana 6, 
Ohio 6, Kentucky 4, Tennessee 9, Indiana 13, Illinois 
ll^issouri 9, Arkansas 4, Michigan 6, Texas 4^ Iowa 
4, Wisconsin 6, California 4—120. 

The second day thereafter the rales were sns' 
pended — ^yeas 208, nays 88 — and this roscimtion 
was adopted — yeas 205, nays 87 : 

Resolved, That the Democratic party recog- 
nizes the ereat importance, in a political and 
commercial point ot view, of a safe and speedy 
commnnication through our own territory be- 
tween the Atlantic and Pacific coasts of tiie 
Union, and that it is the duty of the Federal 
Government to exercise all its constitutional 
power to the attainment of that object, thereby 
binding the Union of these States in indissoluble 
bonds, and opening to the rich commerce of 
Asia an overland transit from the Pacific ta the 
Mississippi river, and the great lakes of the 

North. 

NATIONAL PLATFO&MS 07 I860. 

Bepublioan, at Chioago» BCay. 

Resolved, That we, the delegated representa- 
tives of the Republican electors of the United 
States, in Convention assembled, in discharge of 
the duty we owe to our constituents and oar 
country, unite in the following declarations: 

1. That the history of the nation, daring tie 
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last four y«ar8, has fully esiabiiBhed the propri- 
ety and necessity of the organization and per- 
petuation of the Eepablican party, and that the 
causes which called it into existence are perma- 
nent in their nature, and now, more than ever 
before, demand its peaceful and constitutional 
tritimpb. 

2. That the maintenance of the principles 
promnlgated in the Declaration of the Indepen- 
aence and embodied in the Federal Constitution, 
*' That all men are created ec[ual ; that they are 
endowed by their Creator with certain inalien- 
able rights ; that among these are life, liberty, 
and the pursuit of happiness; that to secure 
these rights, governments are instituted among 
men, deriving their just powers from the con- 
sent of the governed," is essential to the pre- 
servation of our republican institutions ; and 
that the Federal Constitution, the rights of the 
States, and the Union of the States, must and 
shall be preserved. 

3. That to the Union of the States this nation 
owes its unprecedented increase in population, 
its surprising development of material resources, 
its rapid augmentation of wealth, its happiness 
at home, and its honor abroad ; and we hold in 
abhorrence all schemes for disunion, come from 
whatever source they may : and we congratu- 
late the country that no Kepublican member of 
Confess has uttered or countenanced the threats 
of disunion so often made by Democratic mem- 
bers, without rebuke and with applause from 
their political associates ; and we denounce those 
threats of disunion, in case of a popular over- 
throw of their ascendency, as denying the vital 
principles of a free government, and as an avowal 
of contemplated treason, which it is the impera- 
tive duty of an indigi^ant people sternly to re- 
hake and forever silence. 

4. That the maintenance inviolate of the rights 
of the States, and especially the right of each 
State to order and control its own domestic in- 
stitutions according to its own judgment exclu- 
sively is essential to that balance of power on 
whicn the perfection and endurance of our po- 
litieal fabric depends; and we denounce the 
lawless invasion by armed force of the soil of 
any State or Territory, no matter under what 
pretext, as among t^e gravest of crimes. 

5. That the present Democratic Administra- 
tion has far exceeded our worst apprehensions, 
in its measureless subserviency to tne exactions 
of a sectional interest, as especially evinced in 
its desperate exertions to force the infamous 
Lecompton constitution upon the protesting peo- 
ipln of Kansas ; in construing the personal rela- 
tion between master and servant to involve an 
unqualified property in persons ; in its attempted 
enforcement everywhere, on land and sea, 
through the intervention of Congress and of the 
Federal courts, of the extreme pretensions of a 
purely local interest ; and in its general and un- 
varying abuse of the power intrusted to it by a 
confiding people. 

6. That the people justly view with alarm the 
reckless extravagance which pervades every 
department of the Federal Government ; that a 
return to rigid economy and accountability is 
indispensable to arrest the systematic plunder 
of the public treasury by favored partisans, 



while the recent startling deyelopments of ^auds 
and corruptions at the Federal metropolis show 
that an entire change of administration is im- 
peratively demanded. 

7. That the new dogma, that the Constitution, 
of its own force, carries slavery into any or all 
of the Territories of the United States, is a dan- 
gerous political heresy, at variance with the ex- 
plicit provisions of that instrument itself, with 
oontemporaneous exposition, and with legisla- 
tive and judicial precedent ; is revolutionary in 
its tendency, and subversive of the peace and 
harmony of the country. 

8. That the normal condition of all the terri- 
tory of the United States is that of freedom ; 
that as our republican fathers, when they had 
abolished slavery in all our national territory, 
ordained that " no person should be deprived of 
life, liberty, or property, without due process of 
law," it becomes our duty, by legislation, when- 
ever such legislation is necessary, to maintain 
this provision of the Constitution against all 
attempts to violate it; and we deny the authority 
of Congress, of a territorial legislature, or of any 
individuals, to give legal existence to slavery in 
any Territory of the United States. 

9. That we brand the recent re-opening of the 
African slave-trade, under the cover of our na- 
tional flag, aided by perversions of judicial 
power, as a crime against humanity and a burn- 
ing shame to our country and age ; and we call 
upon Congress to take prompt and efficient 
measures for the total ana final suppression of 
that execrable traffic. 

10. That in the recent vetoes, by their Federal 
governors, of the acts of the legislatures of 
Kansas and Nebraska, prohibiting slavery in 
those Territories, we fina a practical illustration 
of the boasted democratic principle of non- 
intervention and popular sovereignty, em- 
bodied in the Kansas-Nebraska bill, and a 
demonstration of the deception and fraud in- 
volved therein. 

11. That Kansas should of right be immedi- 
ately admitted as a State under tne constitution 
recently formed and adopted by her people and 
accepted by the House of Representatives. 

12. That, while providing revenue for the 
support of the General Government by duties 
upon imports, sound policy requires such an 
aajustment of these imposts as to encourage the 
development of the industrial interests of the 
whole country ; and we commend that policy of 
national exchanges which secures to the work- 
in^men liberal wages, to agriculture remuner- 
ative prices, to mechanics and manufacturers an 
adequate reward for their skill, labor, and enter- 
prise, and to the nation commercial prosperity 
and independence. 

13. That we protest against any sale or aliena- 
tion to others of the public lands held by actual 
settlers, and against any view of the free home- 
stead policy which regards the settlers as paupers 
or suppliants for public bounty ; and we demand 
the passage by Congress of the complete and 
satisfactory homestead measure which has al- 
ready passed the House. 

14. That the Republican party ia opposed to 
any change in our naturalization law.<*, or any 
Stale legislation by which the rights of citizen 
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ship hitherto accorded to imtdigrante from for- 
eign lands shall be abridged or impaired ; and 
in favor of giving a fnll and efficient protec- 
tion to the rights of all classes of citizens, 
whether native or natoraliaed, both at home 
and abroad. 

16. That appropriations by Oon^ess for river 
and harbor improvements of a national charac- 
ter, required for the accommodation and security 
of an existing commerce, are authorised by the 
Constitution and justified by the obligation of 
Government to protect the lives and property of 
its citizens. 

16. That a railroad to the Pacific ocean is 
imperatively demanded by the interests of the 
whole country; that the Federal Government 
ought to render immediate and efficient aid in 
its construction ; and that, as preliminary there- 
to, a dailv overland mail should be promptly 
established. 

17. Finally, having thus set forth our distinc- 
tive principles and views, we invite the co-ope- 
ration of all citizens, however differing on other 
Questions, who substantially agree with us in 
tneir affirmance and support. 

Democratic (Bonglai) Platform, adopted at 
Charleston and Baltimore, June. 

1. Rtiolvedy That we, the Democracy of the 
Union, in convention assembled, hereby declare 
our affirmance of the resolutions unanimously 
adopted and declared as a platform of princi- 
ples by the Democratic Convention in Cincin- 
nati, in the year 1856, believing that Democratic 
principles are unchangeable in their nature, 
when applied to the same subject-matters ; and 
we recommend, as the only further resolutions, 
the following : 

2. Resolved^ That it is the duty of the United 
States to afford ample and. complete protection 
to all its citizens, whether at home or abroad, 
and whether native or foreign. 

3. Resolved, That one of tne necessities of the 
age, in a military, commercial, and postal point 
of view, is speedy communication between the 
Atlantic and Pacific States ; and the Democratic 
party pledge such constitutional Government aid 
as will insure the construction of a railroad to the 
Pacific coast at the earliest practicable period. 

4. Resolved^ That the Democratic party are in 
favor of the acquisition of the Island of Cuba, 
on such terms as shall be honorable to ourselves 
and just to Spain. 

5. Resolvea, That the enactments of State 
legislatures to defeat the faithful execution of 
the fugitive-slave law are hostile in character, 
subversive of the Constitution, and revolutionary 
in their effect. 

6. Resolved, That it is in accordance with the 
true interpretation of the Cincinnati platform 
that, during the existence of the territorial gov- 
ernments, the measure of restriction, whatever 
it may be, imposed by the Federal Constitution 
on the power of the territorial legislature over 
the subject of the domestic relations, as the same 
has been, or shall hereafter be, finally determined 
by the Supreme Court of the United States, should 
be respected by all good citizens, and enforced 
with promptness and fidelity by every branch 
of the General Government. 



DoAOMfttld (BreeltteMgd) RMftom, tdfpteiat 
CharlettOB uid Baltimore, Jul*. 

Resolved, That the platform adopted by the 
Democratic party at Cincinnati be affirmed, with 
the following explanatory resolutions : 

1. That the government of a territory organ- 
ized by an act of Congress is provisional and 
temporary, and during its existence all citizens 
of the United States have an equal right to set- 
tle with their property in the territory, without 
their rights, either of person or property, being 
destroyed or impaired by congressional or ter- 
ritorial legislation. 

2. That it is the duty of the Federal Govern- 
ment, in all its departments, to protect, when 
necessary, the rights of persons and property in 
the territories, and wherever else its constitu- 
tional authority extends. 

3. That when the settlers in a territory, hav- 
ing an adequate population, form a State con- 
stitution, the rignt of sovereignty commences, 
and, being consummated by admission into the 
Union, they stand on an equal footing with 
the people of other States ; and the State thus 
organized ought to be admitted into the Federal 
Union, whether its constitution prohibits or re- 
cognizes the institution of slavery. 

4. That the Democratic party are in favor of 
the acquisition of the Island of Cuba, on such 
terms as shall be honorable to ourselves and 
just to Spain, at the earliest practicable mo- 
ment. 

5. That the enactments of State legislatures 
to defeat the faithful execution of the fugitive- 
slave law are hostile in character, subversive 
of the Constitution, and revolutionary in their 
effect. 

6. That the Democracy of the United States 
recognize it as the imperative duty of this Go- 
vernment to protect the naturalized citizen in 
all his rights, whether at home or in foreign 
lands, to the same extent as its native-bom 
citizens. 

Whereas one of the greatest necessities of the 
age, in a political, commercial, postal, and mili- 
tary point of view, is a speedy communication 
between the Pacific and Atlantic coasts ; there- 
fore, be it 

Resolved, That the National Democratic parly 
do hereby pledge themselves to use every means 
in their power to secure the passage of some bill, 
to the extent of the constitutional authority of 
Congress, for the construction of a Pacific rail- 
road from the Mississippi river to the Pacific 
ocean, at the earliest practicable moment. 

NATIONAL PLATFOBHS OF 1864. 

Bepnblican, at Baltimore, June. 

Resolved, ^ That it is the highest duty of eveiy 
American citizen to maintain against all their 
enemies the integrity of the Union and the par- 
amount authority of the Constitution and laws 
of the United States ; and that, laying aside all 
differences of political opinions, we pledge our- 
selves as Union men, animated by a common 
sentiment, and aiming at a common object, to 
do everything in our power to aid the Govern- 
ment, in quelling by force of arms the rebellion 
now raging against its authority, ard in bring- 
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ins io the pTtniihaMat dne to Umut orimei the 
rebels and traitore arrayed against it. 

2. That we approve the determination of the 
Qovemment of the United States not to compro- 
mise with rebels, or to offer them any terms of 
peace, except sach ae may be based upon an un- 
conditional surrender of their hostility and a re- 
torn to their just allesiance to the Constitution 
and laws of the United States ; and that we call 
iq>on the Government to maintain this position 
and to prosecute the war with the utmost pos- 
sible vigor to the complete suppression of the 
rebellion, in full reliance upon the self-sacrific- 
ing patriotism, the heroic valor, and the undying 
devotion of the American people to the country 
and its free institutions. 

3. That as slavery was the cause, and now 
constitutes the strength of this rebellion, and as 
it must be always and everywhere hostile to the 
principles of republican government, justice and 
the national safety demand its utter and" com- 
plete extirpation from the soil of the republic ; 
and that while we uphold and maintain the acts 
and proclamations by which the Government, in 
its own defence, has "aimed a death-blow at this 
gigantic evil, we are in favor, furthermore, of 
such an amendment to the Constitution, to be 
made by the people in conformity with its pro- 
visions, as shall terminate and forever prohibit 
the existence of slavery within the limits of the 
jurisdiction of the United States. 

■ ^ That the thanks of the American people 
are due to the soldiers and sailors of the army 
and navy, who have perilled their lives in de- 
fence of their country and in vindication of the 
honor of its flag ; that the nation owes to them 
some permanent recognition of their patriotism 
and their valor, and ample and permanent pro- 
vision for those of their survivors who have re- 
ceived disabling and honorable wounds in the 
service of the country ; and that the memories of 
those who have fallen in its defence shall be held 
in grateful and everlasting remembrance. 

5. That we approve and applaud the practical 
"wisdom, the unselfish patriotism, and the un- 
swerving fidelity to the Constitution and the prin- 
ciples of American liberty, with which Abraham 
Lincoln has discharged, under circumstances of 
unparalleled difficulty, the great duties and res- 
ponsibilities of the presidential office ; that we 
approve and endorse, as demandtd by the emer- 
gency and essential to the preservation of the 
nation and as within the provisions of the Con- 
stitution, the measures and acts which he has 
adopted to defend the nation against its open 
and secret foes ; that we approve especially the 
proclamation of emancipation and the employ- 
ment as Union soldiers of men heretofore held 
in slavery ; and that we have full confidence in 
his determination to carry these and all other 
constitutional measures essential to the salvation 
of the country into full and complete effect. 

6. That we deem it essential to the general 
welfare that harmony should prevail in the na- 
tional councils, and we regard as worthy of pub- 
He confidence and official trust those only who 
cordially endorse the principles proclaimed in 
these resolutions, and which should characterize 
the administration of the Government. 

7. That the Government owes to all men em- 



ployed in its armies, with^ regard to disttoction 
of color, the full protection of the laws of war ; , 
and that any violation of these laws, or of th^ . 
usages of civilized nations in time of war by the 
reb& now in arms, should be made the subject 
of prompt and full redress. 

8. That foreign immigration, which in the past 
has added so much to the wealth, development 
of resources and increase of power to thenation— - 
the asylum of the oppressed of all nations — should 
be fostered and jsncouraged by a liberal and just 
policy. 

9. That we are in favor of the speedy con- 
struction of the railroad to the Pacific coast. 

10. That the national faith, pledged for the 
redemption of the public debt, must he kept in- 
violate, and that for this purpose we recommend . 
economy and rigid responsioility in the public 
expenditures, and a vigorous and just system of 
taxation ; and that it is- the duty of every loyal 
State to sustain the credit and promote the use 
of the national currency. 

11. That we approve the position taken by 
the Government that the people of the United 
States can never regard with indifference the 
attempt of any European power to overthrow 
by force, or to supplant by fraud, the institutions 
of any republican government on the western 
continent ; and that they will view with extreme ' 
jealousy, as menacing to the peace and inde- 
pendence of their own country, the efforts of any 
such power to obtain new footholds for monarch- 
ical governments, sustained by foreign military 
force^ in near proximity to the United States. 

OemoeratiOf at Chicago, August. 

Resolved, That in the future, as in the past, 
we will adhere with unswerving fidelity to the 
Union under the Constitution as the only solid 
foundation of our strength, security, and hap- 
piness as a people, and as a framework of gov- 
ernment equally conducive to the welfare and 
prosperity of all the States, both northern and 
soutnern, 

Resolved, That this convention does explicitly 
declare, as the sense of the American people, that 
after four years of failure to restore the Union 
by the experiment of war, during which, under 
the pretence of a military necessity or war- 
power higher than the Constitution, the Consti- , 
tution itself has been disregarded in every part, 
and public liberty and private right alike trod- 
den down, and the material prosperity of the 
country essentially impaired, justice, humanity, 
liberty, and the public welfare demand that im- 
mediate efforts be made for a cessation of hos- 
tilities, with a view to an ultimate convention 
of the States, or other peaceable means, to the 
end that, at the earliest practicable moment, 
peace may be restored on the basis of the Fede- 
ral Union of the States. 

Resolved, That the direct interference of the 
military authorities of the United States in the 
recent elections held in Kentucky, Maryland, 
Missouri, and Delaware was a shameful violation 
of the Constitution, and a repetition of such 
acts in the approaching election will be held as 
revolutionary, and resisted with all the means 
and power under our cont'-ol. 
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^iesolffed, That ^e am atid objeet of the De- 
tnocratie party is to preflerve the Federal Union 
and the rights of the States tinimpaired, and they 
hereby declare that they consider that the ad- 
ministrative usurpation of extraordinary and 
dangerous powers not granted b^ the Constitu- 
tion— the subversion of the civil by military 
law in States not in insurrection ; the arbitrary 
military arrest, imprisonment, trial, and sentence 
of American citizens in States where civil law 
exists in full force ; the suppression of freedom 
of speech and of the press ; the denial of the 
right of asylum ; the open and avowed disre- 
gard of State rights ; tne employment of un- 
usual teet*oaths ; and the interference with and 
denial of the right of the people to bear arms in 
their defence is ^eulated to prevent a restoration 



of the Union and the perpetua*IOn of a Govern- 
ment deriving its just powers from the consmt 
of the governed. 

Reswoed, That the shameful disregard of ih% 
Administration to its duty in respect to ocff 
fellow-citizens who now are and long have been 
prisoners of war in a suffering condition de> 
serves the severest reprobation on the score 
alike of public policy and common humanity. 

Besolved, That the sympathy of the Democratic 
party is heartily and earnestly extended to the 
soldiery of our army and sailors of our navy, who 
are and have been in the field and on the sea 
under the flag of our country, and, in the event 
of its attaining power, they will receive all the 
care, protection, and regard that the brave sol- 
diers and sailors of the republic so nobly earned. 



xxxv. 

NATIONAL PLATFORMS OF 1868, 

THE lETTERS OF ACCEPTANCE OP CANDIDATES, AND SUllDRT PROCEEDINGS OF 

THE CONVENTIONS. 



Bapubliean, at ddeago, Kay.* 

The National Bepnblican party of the United 
States, assembled in National Convention in the 
city of Chicago, on the 21st day of May, 1866, 
make the following declaration of principles : 

1. We congratulate the country on the assured 
success of the reconstruction policy of Congress, 
as evinced by the adoption, in the majority of 
the States lately in rebellion, of constitutions 
securing equal civil and political rights to all ; 
and it is the duty of the Government to sustain 
those institutions and to prevent the people of 
such States from being remitted to a state of an- 
archy. 

2. The guaranty by Congress of equal suffrage 
to all loyal men at the South was demanded by 
every consideration of public safety, of grati- 
tude, and of justice, and must be maintained ; 
while the question of suffrace in all the loyal 
States properly belongs to the people of those 
States. 



•Reported from the following committee on reso- 
lutions : Alabamor—D. C. Humphreys. Arkanaas—B.. B. 
Morse. Colorado— Q. M. Chilcott. Connecticut— J. M. 
Woodward. Delaware— C. 8. Lay ton. Floridor—B. G. 
Boder. Georgia — R. H. McCoy. iKtnoi«— Herman 
Raster. Indiana — Richard W. Thompson. lowor—G. 
M.Dodge. Kansas — B.F.Simpson. Kentudof-A^harloa 
Eginton. Louisiana — William R. Fish. Maine— Bn- 
eene Hall. Mart/land — Massachusetts— F. W. Bird. 
Michigan — R. R. Beecher. Minnesotor—R. M. McClel- 
land. Mississippi— A. R. Howe. ilfi8«ouri--Robert T. 
Van Horn. Nebraskar—R. W. Furniss. Nevada— C. E. 
Do Long. New Hampshire— J. F. Briggs. New Jersey — 
John Davidson. New ForAf— Charles Andrews. North 
Carolina— Jj.G, Estes. Ohio— J, C. Lee. Oregon— R. R. 
Kincaid. Pennsylvania— Samuel E. Dimmick. Hhode 
Tsland—TSi. G. Hazard. South Carolina— B. O. Duncan. 
Tenr^see—W, G. Elliott. Texas— George W. Paschal. 
Vermont— W. H. Johnson. Ftrfirinio— L. Bill. West 
Virginia— R, S. Brown. Wisconsin— R. Rublee. 

Tiio thirteenth and fourteenth were added to the 
committee's resolutions on motion of General Carl 
Schurz. 



3. We denounce all forms of repudiation as a 
national crime ; and the national honor rcNquires 
the payment of the public indebtedness in the 
uttermost good faith to all creditors at home and 
abroad, not only according to the letter, but the 
spirit of the laws under which it was contracted. 

4. It is due to t^e labor of the nation ^at 
taxation should be equalized, and reduced as 
rapidly as the national faith will permit. 

5. The national debt, contracted as it has 
been for the preservation of the Union for all 
time to come, should be extended over a fair 
period for redemption ; and it is the duty of 
Congress to redu<-e the rate of interest thereoUi 
whenever it can l>e honestly done. 

6. That the best policy to diminish our burdea 
of debt is to so improve our credit that capital- 
ists will seek to loan us money at lower rates of 
interest than we now pay, and must continue to 
pay so long af repudiation, partial or toti^ 
open or covert, is threatened or suspected. 

7. The Government of the United States should 
be administered wiih the strictest economy ; and 
the corruptions which have been so shamefullv 
nursed and fost<^!'ed by Andrew Johnspn call 
loudly for radical reform. 

8. We profoundly deplore the untimely and 
tragic death of Abraham Linooln, and regret the 
accession to the Presidency of Andrew Johnson, 
who has acted treacherously to the people who 
elected him and the causo he was pledged to 
support ; who has usurped high legislative and 
judicial functions; who has refused to execute 
the laws ; who has used his high office to induce 
other officers to ignore and violate the laws; 
whohasemployea his executive powers to ren- 
der insecure the property, the peace, liberty and 
life, of the citizen ; who has abused the pardon- 
ing power ; who has denounced the national 
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logial&tQro as tmconstitatioital : who has per- 
sisteDtly and corruptly resisted, by every means 
in his power, every proper attempt at the re^ 
construction of the States lately in rebellion ; 
who has perverted the public patronage into an 
engine of wholesale corruption; and who has 
been justly impeached for nigh crimes and mis- 
demeanors, and properly pronounced guilty 
thereof by the vote of thirty-five Senators. 

9. The doctrine of Great Britain and other Eu- 
ropean powers, that because a man is once a 
Bnpject he is always so, must be resisted at every 
hazard by the United States, as a relic of feudal 
times, not authorized by the laws of nations, 
and at war with our national honor and inde- 
pendence. Naturalised citizens are entitled to 
protection in all their rights of citizenship, as 
though they were native-bom ; and no citizen 
of the United States, native or naturalized, 
must be liable to arrest and imprisonment by 
any foreign power for acts done or words spoken 
in this country ; and, if so arrested and impris- 
oned, it is the duty of the Grovernment to inter- 
fere in his behalf. 

10. Of all who were faithful in the trials of 
the late war, there were none entitled to more 
especial honor than the brave soldiers and sea- 
men who endured the hardships of campaign 
and cruise, and imperilled their lives in the ser- 
vice of the country ; the bounties and pensions 
provided by the laws for these brave defenders 
of the nation are obligations never to be for- 

gotten ; the widows and orphans of the gallant 
ead are the wards of the people — a sacred 
legacy bequeathed to the nation's protecting 
care. 

11. Foreign immigration, which in the past 
has added so much to the wealth, development, 
and resotirces, and increase of power to tois re- 
public, the asylum of the oppressed of all na- 
tions, should be fostered and encouraged by a 
liberal and just policy. 

12. This convention declares itself in sym- 
pathy with all oppressed peoples struggling for 
their rights. 

13. That we highly commend the spirit of 
magnanimity and forbearance with which men 
who have served in the rebellion, but who now 
frankly and honestly codperate with us in re- 
storing the peace of the country and reconstruct- 
ing the southern State governments upon the 
basis of impartial justice and equal rights, are 
received back into the communion of the loyal 
people ; and we favor the removal of the dis- 
qualifications and restrictions imposed upon the 
late rebels in ihe same measure as the spirit of 
disloyalty will die out, and as may be consistent 
with the safety of the loyal people. 

14. That we recognize the great principles laid 
down in the immortal Declaration of Independ- 
ence, as the true foundation of democratic gov- 
ernment ; and we hail with gladness every enort 
toward making these principles a living reality 
on every inch of American soil. 

8oldieri and Sailors' National ConTentioiii at 
Chicago, Xay. 

1. Besolved, That the soldiers and sailors, stead- 
fjBust now as ever to the Union and the flag, and 
fully recognizing the claims of General Ulysses S. 



Grant to the confidence i>f the American peojle, 
and believing that its victories under his guidance 
in war will be illustrated by him in peace by 
such measures as shall secure the fruits of our 
exertions and the restoration of the Union upon 
a loyal basis, we declare it as our deliberate con- 
viction that he is the choice of the soldiers and 
sailors of the Union for the office of President cd 
the United States. 

2. That in the maintenance of those prinoiplee 
which underlie our Government, and for which 
we fought during four years, we pledge our 
earnest and active support to the Kepublican 
party as the onljr political organization which, 
m our judgment, is true to the principles of loy- 
alty and equality before the law. 

3. That speaking for ourselves and the soldiers 
and sailors who imperilled their lives to preserve 
the Union, we believe that the impeachment of 
Andrew Johnson by the House of Representa- 
tives, for high crimes and misdemeanors in office, 
and his trial before the United States Senate, 
have presented unmistakable proofs of his guilt, 
and that whatever may be the judement of the 
tribunal before which he is arraigned, the verdict 
pf guilty has been rendered by the people, and 
we regard any Senator who has voted for acquit- 
tal as falling short of the prefer discharge of 
his duty in this hour of the nation's trial, and 
us unworthy of the confidence of a brave and 

4. That the soldiers and sailors recognize no 
difference between native and adopted citizens, 
and they demand that the Government shall 
protect naturalized citizens abroad as well as 
those of native birth. 

LETOEBS OF ACGEFTAHCE OF THE BEPTTB> 
LICAN KOMIKEES. 

General Grant's Letter. 
Washington, D. C, May 29, 1868. 
General Joseph R. Hawlet, 

Frendent Nat. Union Rmublican Convention : 

In formally accepting the nomination of the 
National Union Republican Convention of the 
2l8t of May instant, it seems proper that some 
statement of views beyond the mere acceptance 
of the nomination should be expressed. 

The proceedings of the conven tion were m arked 
with wisdom, moderation, and patriotism, and I 
believe express the feelings of the great mass of 
those who sustained the country through its 
recent trials. I endorse their resolutions. If 
elected to the office of President of the United 
States, it will be my endeavor to administer all 
the laws in good faith, with economy, and with 
the view of giving peace, quiet, and protection 
everywhere. In times like the present it is im«» . 
possible, or at least eminently improper, to lay 
down a policy to be adhered to, right or wrong, 
through an administration of four years. New 
political issues, not foreseen, are constantly 
arising ; the views of the public on old ones are 
constantly changins, and a purely administra- 
tive officer should always be left free to execute 
the will of the people. I always have respected 
that will and always shall. 

Peace and universal prosperity, its sequeoce, 
with economy of administration, will lighten the 
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bnrden of taxation, nth^it it constantly reduces 
the national debt. Let ns have peace. 
With great respect, yonr obedient senrant, 
U. 8. Qbaht. 

ICr. Oolfaz'i Letter. 

WASHuraioK, May 30, 1868. 
Hon. J. B. Hawlbt, 

President Nat, Union Bepuhlican Convention, 
Dbab Sib : The platform adopted by the pa- 
triotic convention over which yon presided, and 
the resolutions which so happily supplement it, 
80 entirely agree with my views as to a just 
national policy, that my thanks are due to the 
delegates, as much for this clear and auspicious 
declaration of principles as for the nomination 
with which I nave been honored, and which I 
gratefully accept. 

When a ^reat rebellion, which imperilled the 
national existence, was at last overthrown, the 
dutv of all others devolving on those intrusted 
with the responsibilities of legislation evidently 
was to require that the revolted States should be 
readmitted to participation in the Government 
against which they had warred only on such a 
basis as to increase and fortify, not to weaken 
or endanger, the strength of the nation. 

Certainly no one ought to have claimed that 
they should be readmitted under such rules that 
their organization as States could ever again be 
used, as at the opening of the war, to defy the 
national authority, or to destroy the national 
unity. This principle has been the pole star of 
those who have inflexibly insisted on the con- 
gressional policy your convention so cordially 
endorsed. Baffled by executive opposition, and 
by persistent refusals to accept any plan of re- 
construction proflfered by Congress, justice and 
public safety at last combined to teach us that 
only by an enlargement of suffrage in those 
States could the desired end be attained, and 
that it was even more safe to give the ballot to 
those who loved the Union than to those who had 
sought ineffectually to destroy it. The assured 
success of this legislation is being written on 
the adamant of history, and will be our trium- 
phant vindication. More clearly, too, than ever 
Defore does the nation now recognize that the 
greatest glory of a republic is, that it throws the 
shield of its protection over the humblest and 
the weakest of its people, and vindicates the 
rights of the poor and the powerless as faithfully 
as those of the rich and the powerful. 

I rejoice, too, in this convention, to find in 
your platform the frank and fearless avowal 
that tne naturalized citizens must be protected 
abroad, *• at every hazard, as though they were 
native-born." Our whole people are foreigners 
or descendants of foreigners. Our fathers estab- 
lished by arms their right to be called a nation. 
It remains for us to establish the right to wel- 
come to our shores all who are willing by oaths 
of allegiance to becoiae American citizens. Per- 
petual allegiance, as claimed abroad, is only 
another name for perpetual bondage, and would 
make all slaves to the soil where first they saw 
the light. Our national cemeteries prove how 
faithfully these oaths of fidelity to their adopted 
land have been sealed in the life blood of thous- 
ands upon thousands. Should we not then be 
faithless to the dead if we did not protect their 



living brethren in the enjoyment of that nation- 
ality, for which, side by side with the native- 
born, onr soldiers of foreign birth laid dowa 
their lives. 

It was fitting, too, that the representatives of 
a party which had proved so true to natioof^ 
duty in time of war shonld speak so clearly in 
time of peace for the maintenance untarnished 
of national honor, national credit, and good 
faith as regards its debt, the ooet of our national 
existence. 

I do not need to extend this reply by further 
comment on a platform which has elicited soch 
hearty approval throughout the land. The debfc 
of gratitude it acknowledges to the brave men 
who saved the Union from destruction — the 
frank approval of amnesty based on repentance 
and loyalty — ^the demand for the most thorough 
economy and honesty in the Government — the 
sympathy of the party of liberty with all 
throughout the world who long for the liberty 
we here enjoy — ^and the recognition of the sub- 
lime principles of the Declaration of Indepen* 
dence, are worthy of the organization on wnoee 
banners they are to be written in the coming 
contest. 

Its past record cannot be blotted out or for*, 
gotten. If there had been no Republican party» 
slaverv would to-day cast its baleful shadow 
over the republic. If there had been no Repub- 
lican party, a free press and free speech would 
be as unknown from the Potomac to the Rio 
Grande as ten years ago. If the RepublicaQ 
party could have been stricken from existence 
when the banner of rebellion was unfurled, and 
when the response of "no coercion" was heard 
at the North, we would have had no nation to- 
day. But for the Republican party daring to 
risk the odium of tax and dratt laws, our flas 
could not have been kept flying on the field tilT 
the long-looked-for victory came. Without a 
Republican party, the civil rights bill, the guar- 
antee of equality under the law to the humble and 
the defenceless as well as to the strong, would 
not be to-day upon our national statute-book. 

With sucn inspirations from the past, and 
following the example of the founders of the 
republic, who called the victorious general of 
the Revolution to preside over the land bis tri- 
umphs had saved from its enemies, I cannot 
doubt that our labors will be crowned with suc- 
cess. And it will be a success that will bring 
restored hope, confidence, prosperity and pro- 

fress, South as well as North, West as well as 
ast, and above all, the blessings under Provi- 
dence of national concord and peace. 

Very truly, yours, Sohuyleb Colfax. , 

The nomination of General Grant was made on 
the first ballot. That of Mr. Colfax occurred on 
the fifth ballot, as follows: 

l8t 

Schuyler Colfax, of Indiana. 115 

Benj. F. Wade, of Ohio 147 

Reuben E. Fenton, of N. Y. 126 
119 



>n, of J 
Henry Wilson, of Mass 

Andrew G. Cnrtln, of Pa..... 61 

Hannibal Hamlin, of Maine. 28 

James Speed, of Kentucky. 22 

James Harlan, of Iowa 16 

John A. J. Greswell, of Md.... 14 

William D. Kelley, of Pa 4 

Samuel C.Pomeroy, of Eae^ 6 



2d, 
146 
170 
144 
114 
46 
30 



8d. 
1G6 
178 
139 
101 
40 
26 



ith, 
186 
206 
144 
87 

26 



50. 

541 
38 
60 
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Bemoeratio, at Hew York, July.* 

The Democratic Party, in National Convention 
asBembled, reposing its trust in the intelligence, 
patriotism, and discriminating justice of the peo- 

§le, standing upon the Constitution as the foun- 
ation and amitation of the powers of the Gov- 
ernment, and the guarantee of the liberties of 
the citizen, and recognizing the questions of 
slavery and secession as having been settled, for 
all time to come, by the war or the voluntary 
action of the Southern States in constitutional 
conventions assembled, and never to be renewed 
or reagitated, do with the return of peace, de- 
mand: 

J^«t~Imm6diate restoration of all the States 
to their rights in the Union under the Constitu- 
tion, and of civil government to the American 
people. 

Second — ^Amnesty for all past j)olitical offences, 
and the regulation of the elective franchise in 
the States by their citizens. 

Third— Vs^yment of the public debt of the 
United States as rapidly as practicable; all 
moneys drawn from tie people by taxation, ex- 
cept so much as is requisite for the necessities 
of the Government, economically administered, 
being honestly applied to such payment, and 
where the obligations of the Government do not 
ezpresslv state upon their face, or the law under 
which ttey were issued does not provide that 
they shall be paid in coin, they ought, in right 
and in justice, to be paid in the lawml money of 
the United States. 

Fourth — Equal taxation of every species of 
property according to its real value, including 
Government bonds and other public securities. 

Fifth — One currency for the Government and 
the people, the laborer and the office-holder, the 
pensioner and the soldier, the producer and the 
bondholder. 

Sixth — Economy in the administration of the 
Government ; the reduction of the standing army 
and navy ; the abolition of the Freedmen's Bu- 
reau and all political instrumentalities designed 
to secure negro supremacy ; simplification of the 
system, and discontinuance of inquisitorial modes 
of assessing and collecting Internal Revenue, so 
that the burden of taxation may be equalized 
and lessened ; the credit of the Government and 
the currency made good ; the repeal of all enact- 
ments for enrolling the State militia into national 
forces in time of peace ; and a tariff for revenue 



♦Unanimously reported from this Committee on 
Resolutions: Alabama^-Ch&Tlea C. Langdon. Arkan- 
WW— A. H. Grarland. Califomia-^A. H. Rose. Connecti- 
CM«— Tilton E. Doolittle. Delaware— J&mea A. Bayard. 
Ftorido— Wilkerson Call. Georgia— Kenry S. Pitch. 
JMinofs— Wiliam J. Allen. Indianci— Joseph E. Mc- 
Donald. Jowjo— John H. O'Neil. Kansas— Georee W. 
Glick. iTentiwAv— William Preston. Louisiana— Jamea 

B. Eustis. Ifatne— Richard D. Rice. Maryland— 
Stevenson Archer. Massachusetts— Edwaxd Avery, 
ific^i^n— Charles E. Stuart. Minnesota— Jsmea X 
Green. JJfi««fe«ip|)i— Ethel bert Barksdale. 3Iis8ourin- 
Charles Mansnr. Nebraska— Ch&rlea F. Porter. Ne- 
vada— 3. A. St. Clair. New Hampshire— J. M. Canipbell. 
jycwJers^— Jacob R.Wortendyke. New For &— Henry 

C. Murphy. North Carolina— Robert Strange. Ohio— 
William G. Gilmore. Oregon^U. D. Fitch. Pmnsylr 
wwte— Franklin W. Hughes. Mhode /stond— Thomas 
Bteere. South Cbroiino— Wade Hampton. Tennessee— 
Edmund Cooper. rca;a«— George w. Smith. Ver- 
■wit—Charles N. Davenport. Ftr^nio— Thomas S. 
Bocock, West Virginia-^ ohnD&Yia* Wtsconsin^simeB 
A. Mallory 



upon fordign imports, and such equal taxation 
under the Internal Revenue laws as will afford 
incidental protection to domestic manufactures, 
and as will, without impairing the revenue, im- 
pose the least burden upon and best promote 
and encourage the great industrial interests of. 
the country. ' 

Seventh — Beform of abuses in the administra- 
tion, the expulsion of corrupt men from office, 
the abrogation of useless offices, the restoration 
of rightful authority to, and the independence 
of, the executive and judicial departments of the 
Government, the subordination of the military 
to the civil power, to the end that the usurpations 
of Congress and the despotism of the sword may 
cease. 

Eighth — ^Equal rights and protection for nat- 
uralized and native-born citizens at home and 
abroad, the assertion of American nationality 
which shall command the respect of foreign 
powers, and furnish an example and encourage** 
ment to people struggling for national integrity, 
constitutional liberty, and individual rights and 
the maintenance of the rights of naturalized 
citizens against the absolute doctrine of immuta- 
ble allegiance, and the claims of foreign powers 
to punish them for alleged crime committed 
beyond their jurisdiction. 

In demanding these measures and reforms, we 
arraign the Radical party for its disregard of 
right, and the unparalleled oppression and ty- 
ranny which have marked its career. 

After the most solemn and unanimous pledge 
of both Houses of Congress to prosecute the war 
exclusively for the maintenance of the Govern^ 
ment and the preservation of the Union undeB 
the Constitution, it has repeatedly violated that 
most sacred pledge under which alone was rallied 
that noble volunteer army which carried our 
flag to victory. Instead of restoring the Union 
it Has, so far as in its power, dissolved it, and 
subjected ten States, in time of profound peace, 
to military despotism and negro supremacy. It 
has nullified there the right of trial by jury ; it 
has abolished the habeas corpus, that most sacred 
writ of liberty ; it has overthrown the freedom 
of speech and the press ; it has substituted arbi- 
trary seizures ana arrests, and military trials 
and secret star-chamber inquisitions for the con- 
stitutional tribunals ; it has disregarded in time 
of peace the right of the people to be free from 
searches and seizures ; it has entered the post 
and telegraph offices, and even the private rooms 
of individuals, and seized their private papers and 
letters without any specific charge or notice of 
affidavit, as required by the organic law; it 
has converted the American Capitol into a bas- 
tile ; it has established a system of spies and 
official espionage to which no constitutional 
monarchy of Europe would now dare to resort; 
it has abolished the right of appeal on impor- 
tant constitutional questions to the supreme 
judicial tribunals, and threatens to curtail or 
destroy its original jurisdiction, which is irrevo- 
cably vested by the Constitution, while the 
learned Chief Justice has been subjected to the 
most atrocious calumnies, merely because he 
would not prostitute his high office to the sup- 
port of the false and partisan charges preferred 
against the President. Its corruption and ez« 
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travagaood hav« exceeded anything known in 
history, and, by its frauds and monopolies, it 
has nearly doubled the burden of the debt 
created by the war. It has stripped the Presi- 
dent of his constitutional power of appoint- 
ment, even of his own cabinet. Under its re- 
peated assaults the pillars of the Qovernment 
are rocking on their base, and should it succeed 
in November next and inaugurate its President, 
we will meet as a subjected and conquered peo- 
ple, amid the ruins of liberty and the scattered 
uragments of the Constitution. 

And we do declare and resolve that ever since 
the people of the United States tbrew off all 
subjection to tbe British Crown the privilege and 
trust of suffrage have belonged to the several 
States, and have been granted, regulated, and 
controlled exclusively by the political power of 
each State respectively, and that any attempt by 
Congress, on any pretext whatever, to deprive 
any State of this right, or interfere with its ex- 
ercise, is a flagrant usurpation of power which 
can find no warrant in tne Constitution, and, if 
sanctioned by the people, will subvert our form 
of government, and can only end in a single 
centralized and consolidated government, in 
which the separate existence of the States will 
be entirely aosorbed, and an unqualified despo- 
tism be established in place of a Federal union 
of co-equal States. 

And that we regard the reconstruction acts 
(so called) of Congress, as such, as usurpations 
and unconstitutional, revolutionary, and void. 
That our soldiers and sailors, who carried the 
flag of our country to victory against a most 
fiallant and determined foe, must ever be grate- 
fully remembered, and all the guarantees given 
in their favor must be faithfully carried into 
6xecution. 

>v That the public lands should be distributed as 

/widely as possible among the people, and should 

/ be disposed of either under the pre-emption of 

f homestead lands, or sold in reasonable quanti- 

I ties, and to none but actual occupants, at the 

minimum price established by the Government. 

When grants of the public lands may be allowed, 

necessary for the encouragement of important 

public improvements, the proceeds of the sale of 

such lands, and not the lands themselves, should 

be so applied. 

That the President of the United States, 
Andrew Johnson, in exercising the power of his 
high office in resisting the aggressions of Con- 
gress upon the constitutional rights of the States 
and the people, is entitled to the gratitude of 
the whole American people, and in behalf of the 
Democratic party we tender him our thanks for 
his patriotic efforts in that regard. 

Upon this platform the Democratic party ap- 
peal to every patriot, including all the Con- 
servative element and all who desire to support 
the Constitution and restore the Union, forget 
tin^ all past differences of opinion, to unite with 
us m the present great struggle for the liberties 
of the people ; and that to all such, to what- 
ever party they may have heretofore belonged, 
we extend tbe right hand of fellowship, and 
hail all such co-operating with us as friends and 
brethren. 

Mesolved, That this convention sympathize 



cordially with tbe workiogmen of the United 
States in their efforts to protect the rights and 
interests of the laborine classes of the country. 

[Offered by Mr. Vaflandigham, and adopted 
the last day of the convention.] 

IU9olvea, That the thanks of the convention 
are tendered to Chief Justice Salmon P. Chase, 
for the justice, dignity, and impartiality with 
which he presided over the court of impeach- 
ment on the trial of President Andrew Johnson. 

[This last was offered by Mr. Kernan, of New 
York, after the nominations and immediately 
before the final adjournment, and was carried 
by acclamation.] ^^^^^ 

Boldien and Stilon, at Hew Tork, July. 

Whereas a mutual interchange of views be- 
tween members of this Convention and delegates 
to the Democratic National Convention, has 
fully confirmed us in our previously entertained 
opinion of the purity and patriotism of that* 
body, and fully justifies the belief that in the 
selection of candidates and in the construction 
of a platform the Convention will be governed 
by the spirit of the address adopted by this 
body on the 6th inst. ; therefore, relying upon 
this belief, 

Resolved, That we will support its nominees 
for President and Vice President of the United 
States, and that on our return home we will 
induce our late comrades in arms to nnite with 
us in yielding to them a united support. 

[Reported trom the Committee on Resolutions 
and aaopted — ^yeas 287, nays 7.] 

Resolved, That the declaration of principles 
adopted by the Democratic National Convention 
be and the same is hereby ratified and approved, 
and that the secretary communicate to that 
Convention a copy of this resolution forthwith. 

Resolved, That the President of the Conven- 
tion appoint a committee of five to wait upon 
General George B. McClellan, and assure him 
that although we are called upon by duty to 
support the nominee for the Presidency of the 
National Democratic party now in Convention, 
our confidence in him is unimpaired, and that 
our love for him is as ardent as ever, and that 
the highest honor that this Convention could 
confer upon him would but poorly express our 
esteem for him. Also, that the said committee 
be requested to ask him to come and assist us 
with all his ability during the coming campaign. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Convention, 
and of all patriotic and right-minded citizens, 
are due to the President of the United States for 
the removal of E. M. Stanton from the War De- 
partment of the Government, a position which 
the said Stanton has disgraced and dishonored 
ever since his appointment to that office, by his 
many acts of cruelty — both to the Union and 
Confederate soldiers — and by his official acts of 
tyranny; and that the soldiers and sailors should, 
on all occasions, meet him with the same feelings 
of outraged dignity and patriotism that he was 
received with, on an ever-memorable occasion, 
in the city of Washington, from that great and 
glorious soldier — General William Tecumseh 
Sherman. 

[The last three resolutions were offered in the 
Convention, and adopted unanimously, under a 
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snspeDBion of the rule requiring the reference of 
all resolations to the oommittee on resolutions.] 

Pending the resolutions reported from the 
committee above, General Thomas Ewing, jr., 
of Kansas, offered this resolution : 

Besolved, That the faith of the republic to its 
creditors, as pledged in its laws, is inviolable, 
and the public burdens should be lightened by 
Tigilant economy in expenditures, and never by 
repudiation ; that all the bonds of the United 
States issued after the passage of the legal ten- 
r der act, and not by law expressly payable in 
coin, should be paid when redeemable in legal- 
tender notes, but without undue inflation of the 
currency, or at the option of the holders, con- 
verted into bonds bearing a low rate of interest ; 
that the national bank currency should be re- 
tired and its place supplied by legal tenders, so 
as to save to the Government interest upon the 
amount of that circulation, and that the policy 
of permitting banks to supply nearly half of the 
national currency — allowing the five- twenty 
bonds, bearing, as they do, interest at the rate 
of nearly nine per cent, per annum, to run be- 
yond the date when they become redeemable, 
and of contracting the currency until it shall 
rise to the value of gold, is a policy which favors 
the few against the many, is oppressive to the 
laboring and the debtor classes, and tends to 
bring upon the country the dishonor of repu- 
diation. 

(He moved for the suspension of the rule re- 
quiring reference to the committee, which was 
lost — yeas 78, nays 197 ; and the resolution was 
accordingly referred, and not again considered.] 

General Blair's Letter. 
Omaha, Nebbaska, July 13, 1868. 
General Geobqe W. Mobqan, Chairman Com- 
mittee National Democratic Convention. 
Genebal : I take the earliest opportunity of 
replying to vour letter, notifying me of my 
nomination for Vice President of the United 
States by the National Democratic Convention, 
recently held in the city of New York. 

I accept without hesitation the nomination 
tendered in a manner so gratifying, and give 
you and the committee my thanks for the very 
kind and complimentary language in which you 
have conveyed to me the decision of the con- 
vention. 

I have carefully read the resolutions adopted 
by the convention, and most cordially concur in 
every principle and sentiment they announce. 
My opinion upon all of the questions which 
discriminate the great contending parties have 
been freely expressed on all suitable occasions, 
and I do not deem it necessary at this time to 
reiterate them. ^ 

The issues upon which the contest turns are 
clear, and cannot be obscured or distorted by the 
sophistries of our adversaries. They all resolve 
themselves into the old and ever-ren-ewing 
straggle of a few men to absorb the poliMcal 
power of the nation. This effort, under «very 
ponceiv-aJble na&»e and disguise, has always char- 
acterized the opponents of the Democratic party, 
but at no time ms the attempt assumed a shape 
so open and daring as in this contest. The ad- 
versaries of free and constitutional government, 



in defiance of the express lan^age of the Con- 
stitution, have erected a military despotism in 
ten of the States of the Union, have taken from 
the President the powers vested in him by the 
supreme law, and have deprived the Supreme 
Court of its jurisdiction. The right of trial by 
jury, and the .great writ of right, the habeas 
corpus — shields of safety for every citizen, and 
which have descended to us from the earliest 
traditions of our ancestors, and which our revo- 
lutionary fathers sought to secure to their pos- 
terity forever in the fundamental charter of our 
liberties — ^have been ruthlessly trampled under 
foot hj the fragment of a Congress. Whole 
States and communities of people of our own 
race have been attainted, convicted, condemned, 
and deprived of their rights as citizens, without 
presentment, or trial, or witnesses, but by con- 
gressional enactment of ex post facto laws, and 
in defiance of the constitutional prohibition de- 
nying even to a full and legal Congress the au- 
tfiority to pass any bill of attainder or ex post 
facto law. The same usurping authority has 
substituted as electors in place of the men of 
our own race, thus illegally attainted and dis- 
franchised, a host of ignorant negroes, who are 
supported in idleness with the public money, 
and combined together to strip the white race of 
their birthright, through the management of 
freedmen's bureaus and the emissaries of con- 
spirators in other States ; and, to complete the 
oppression, the military power of the nation has 
been placed at their disposal, in order to make 
this barbarism supreme. 

The military leader under whose prestige this 
usurping Congress has taken refuge since the 
condemnation of their schemes by the free peo- 
ple of the North in the elections of the last 
year, and whom they have selected as their can- 
didate to shield themselves from the result of 
their own wickedness and crime, has announced 
his acceptance of the nomination, and his will- 
ingness to maintain their usurpations over eight 
millions of white people at tne South, fixed to 
the earth with his bayonets. He exclaims: 
"Let us have peace.'* "Peace reigns in War- 
saw" was the announcement whicn heralded 
the doom of the liberties of a nation. " The 
empire is peace,*' exclaimed Bonaparte, when 
freedom and its defenders expired under the 
sharp edge of his sword. The peace to which 
Grant invites us is the peace of despotism and 
death. 

Those who seek to restore the Constitution by 
executing the will of the people condemning the 
reconstruction acts, already pronounced in the 
elections of last year, and which will, I am 
convinced, be still more emphatically expressed 
by the election of the Democratic candidate as 
the President of the United States, are de- 
nounced as revolutionists by the partisans of 
this vindictive Congress. Negro suffrage, which 
the popular vote of New York, New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, Ohio, Michigan, Connecticut, and 
other States have condemned as expressly 
against the letter of- the Constitution, must 
stand, because their Senators and Representa- 
tives have willed it. If the people shall again 
condemn these atrocious measures by the elec- 
tion of the Democratic candidate for President, 



Digitized by 



Google 



870 



POUnOAL MAHUAL* 



[Fartm* 



they must not be difltturbed, althoogh decided to 
be uDCODBtitational by the Supreme Court, and 
although the President is sworn to maintain and 
support the Constitution. The will of a frac- 
tion of a Congress, reinforced with its partisan 
euiesaries sent to the South and supported there 
by the soldiery, must stand against the will of 
the people and the decision of the Supreme 
Court, and the solemn oath of the President to 
maintain and support the Constitution. 

It is revolutionary to execute the will of the 
people! It is revolutionary to execute the 
judgment of the Supreme Court ! It is revolu- 
tionary in the President to keep inviolate his 
oath to sustain the Constitution! This false 
construction of the vital principle of our Gov- 
ernment is the last resort of those who would 
have their arbitrarv reconstruction sway and 
supersede our time-honored institutions. The 
nation will say the Constitution must be re- 
stored, and the will of the people again prevail. 



The appeal to the peaceful ballot to attun this 
end is not war, is not revolution. They make 
war and revolution who attempt to arrest tbis 
quiet mode of putting aside military despotism 
and the usurpations of a fragment of a Con- 
gress, asserting absolute power over that benign 
svstem of regulated liberty left us by our fathers. 
This must be allowed to take its course. This 
is the only road to peace. It will come witb 
the election of the jDemocratic candidate, and 
not with the election of that mailed warrior, 
whose bayonetfl are now at the throats of eight 
millions of people in the South, to compel them 
to support him as a candidate for the Presi. 
dency, and to submit to the domination of an 
alien race of semi-barbarous men. No perver- 
sion of truth or audacity of misrepresentation 
can exceed that which hails this candidate in 
arms as an angel of peace. 

I am, very respectfully, your most obedient 
servant, Fbakk P. Blaib. 
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The nomination of Ez-GK)yeraor Seymour was made, July 9, on the 22d ballot, as follows : 



Candidates. 



10. 



11. 



Horatio Seymour 

Cteorge H. Pendleton 

Andrew Johnson. 

Winfield S. Hancock ... 

Banford E. Church «.. 

Asa Packer 

Joel Parker 

James E. English ».. 

James B. Doolittle.». 

Beverdy Johnson 

Thomas A. Hendricks... 

F. P. Blair, Jr 

Thomas Ewing 

J. Q. Adams 

George B. McClellan 

Salmon P. Chase 

Franklin Pierce 

John T.Hoffman 

Stephen J. Field 

Thomas H. Seymour..... 



104 
52 



2G 
16V 
12U 
12M 

8 

2 
10l< 





32 
43K 



13 

8 

2 
1 



122 
24 
46 
33 
27 
13 
7 
16 



47 
33 
27 
13 
6 
12 



166% 
6 



144 
51 



26>^ 

7 

6 
12 



147H 

C 
34 

mi 

7 
12 



76 



H 



80V 



Candidatet, 



12. 



13. 



14. 



15. 



16. 



17, 



18. 



19. 



20. 



21. 



22. 



Horatio Seymour 

George H. Pendleton.. 

Andrew Johnson , 

Winfield S. Hancock.... 

Sanford E. Church 

Asa Packer 

Joel Parker 

James E. English 

James B. Doolittle 

Reverdy Johnson , 

Thomas A. Hendricks. 

F. P. Blair, Jr 

Thomas Ewing 

J. Q. Adams 

George B. McClellan.... 

Salmon P. Chase..., 

Franklin Pierce 

John T.^Hofftnan. 

Stephen J. ii^ield 

Thomas H. Seymour... 



1461 
30 



7 
i2}A 



yi 



130 
66 

26 

7 

i's 



.^A 



6 
137K 

"7 
12 

80 



66% 
144% 



8% 
12 

87 



817 



136% 



1071 
13> 



H 



}i 



142% 



121 
18 



5 
135% 



132 



Necessary to a ohoice.........»...................................M....M....M....M....... 

General Blair was nominated unanimously on the first baUoi. 
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Statement of the expenditures of the UnUed States during the fiscal years ending 

apprcjmaMons for the fiscal year ending June 



Civil expeimes.^ 

Foreign interooxaBe.^^,—^-,,. 

Interior I>^partmmi~~ 



Indian de 
Pensions, 



lent.. 



Belief of sundiy indlTidcial8» 



War Departmmt-' 

*Paydepartment.....»...»......«...............»...................... 

Commissary department. 

guartermaster's departments » 
rdnance " » « ^ 

Engineer's ** » 1.. 

Provost Marshal (Genera! « 

Adjutant Oeneral 

Secretary's office, (armv expenditures) ~ 

Belief of sundry individuals 

Peduot excess of repayment firom Surgeon General*s dept... 



Ifavy Departments 



Secretary's bureau 

Marine Corps 

Bureau of Yards and Docks. 

** Equipment and Becruiting.. 

" Navigation « , 

•• Ordnance 

** Construction and Bepair..... 

- Steam Engineering 

" Provisions and Clothing 

" Medicine and Surgery 

Belief of sundry individuals..........^..... 



Interest on the public debt, Including Treasury notes.. 

Principal of public debt 

Miscellaneous.. » 



Total for year.. 



Ymr ending June SO, 1860* 



$3,242,688 04 

12,905,847 93 

2,099,604 42 

4,376 62 



9206,934,240 70 

7,430,606 67 

49,856,986 39 

9,932,402 63 

2,651,903 37 

6,779,114 77 

243,539 74 

8,694,375 28 

30,009 80 



286,463,179 36 
2,003,477 63 



$10,831,260 

1,492,617 

4,777,868 

5,103,661 

361,061 

8,494,216 

8,675,216 

6,154,888 

2,244,775 

95,708 

102,841 



$12,287,828 66 
l,838i388 18 



18,852,416 91 



284,440»7OI 82 



43,324,118 62 
133,067,741 69 
620,321,726 61 

27,430,744 81 



1441,072,666 09 



Tear aiding 



94,686,303 40 

19,01G.2n3 21 

1,92C;288 50 

66,138 37 



t30,700,776 06 

10,331,174 87 

36,438,367 31 

4,690,677 00 

3,233,414 06 

105,658 39 

1,495,788 63 

8,614,008 23 

756,466 41 



96,266,330 88 
41,915 25 



10,645,843 51 

1,440,993 68 

3,828,198 13 

8,577,311 08 

551,981 36 

1,921,788 99 

4,545,509 72 

2,940,665 19 

1,440,642 70 

88,099 72 

152,976 97 



• Bounties (report Secretary of War, 1866, p. 391,) 

97,662,736 

t Of this there were paid for bounties and arrears by 
"Division of Referred Claims," as shown on p. 6, 
Beport of Paymaster General, 1867..4l2,70G,000 00 

X Includes/oref^ and miieeUanmmi, 



I (General and staff officers »......».......»....4l,329,806 60 

Signal corp8..« » « «.«. — 2,580 00 

Engineers 358,327 50 

Ordnance 602,113 60 

Cavalry 3,084,738 00 

Artillery. « ....« 2,233,622 60 

Infantry 12,970,063 60 

Scouts and baiid8...^...».».................».. 800,640 60 
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June 30, 1858, June 30, 1866, 1867, and tiU January 1, 1868, together with the 
80, 1869,anrf the estimates for the same year. 



Juno 30, 1867. 


1868, to Jan. L 


Appropriated for year and- 
ing June 30, 1869. 


lEstimates for year ending 
June 30, 1869. 


fExpenditures for year 
ending June 30, 1868. 


$16,685,489 66 
1,648,689 26 


t$27,19l,353 64 




$18,367,649 69 
998.411.634 00 




$23,891,292 03 
1,423,464 00 




$7,052,196 75 
1,391,407 91 










$3,989,163 45 

30,000,000 00 

360,000 00 




$3,240,162 86 

30,000,000 00 

330,000 00 


$4,812,816 09 

1,075,8:J7 14 

143,246 17 

20,224 98 
















' 






" 




"* 




26,679,083 48 


13,876,648 60 




34,339,163 46 




Sft.R7niA2 fifl 


6,061,923 38 


17,792,120 00 

14,299,000 00 

381,680 00 

1,800,000 00 

*"loo,*6oo'oo* 

376,805 00 


122,600,775 00 

28,280,066 20 
1,533,084 00 
10,628,769 88 


«,.„^„» 


n7,455^6 85 

1,443,286 74 
6,640,270 26 
tt411,844 20 

tJ164,801 81 
469,748 24 


















* 





















300,000 00 
193,306 00 














96,224,415 63 











61^10,661 13 




34,749,606 00 




63,4M»000 08 


26,486,383 60 


8,000,000 00 

482,000 00 
1,493,600 00 
1,268,000 00 

413,250 00 

279,600 00 
3,039,000 00 

674,000 00 

1,626,000 00 

90,000 00 


10,760,560 00 
1/17806 

11 tl2 25 
a KWOO 

f.;5iK'l99 40 
2,3T0:i36 75 
8.707,120 00 
4,448,800 00 
3,451,003 50 

204,575 00 


6,666,315 34 
687,242 25 
1,982,923 62 
113,394,646 29 
43,731 22 
202,849 14 
841,323 37 
885,322 20 

71,346 70 
301,300 46 




































* * ' 






















































13,976,000 69 


31,034,011 04 
143,781,591 91 
746,350,526 94 

33,975,948 46 


13,161,168 92 
71,146,554 03 
388,470,186 66 




17,366,360 00 
103,961,958 60 




47,317,183 95 
103,961,958 60 
25,716,120 00 
12,646,654 00 









1,667,055 67 







8,417,402 32 
17,937,217 54 




10,289,606 76 















1,093,079,666 27 


676,744,461 88 


227,474»267 40 


311,861,816 42 


81,586,667 76 



§ Besides these specific estimates, the Secretary of 
the Treasury stated that there may be required— 

For bounties, under act of July, 1866 $25,500,000 00 

For miscellaneous 9,969,000 00 



Totia 



436,469,000 00 



If In gold. 

** Includes heads of Pay, Commissary, and Quarter 
master's departments, 
ff Miscellaneous, 
n West Point 

II Includes heads of repair and ordnance. 
K 17,200,000 00 of this are for the purchase of Alaska. 
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L Bill relating to the Freedmen's Bureaa and 
Providing for ita Diaoontinnanee. 

Be U enacted^ dec, That the duties and powers 
of eommissioDer of the bureau for the relief of 
freedmen and refugees shall continue to be dis- 
charged by the present commissioner of the bu- 
reau, and in case of a vacancy in said office 
occnrring by reason of his death or resignation, 
the same shall be filled by appointment of the 
President, on the nomination of the Secretary of 
War, and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate ; and no officer of the army shall be de- 
tailed for service as commissioner, or shall enter 
upon the duties of commissioner, unless appointed 
by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate ; and all assistant commissioners, agents, 
clerks, and assistants shall be appointed by the 
Secretary of War, on the nomination of the com- 
missioner of the bureaa. In case of vacancy in 
the office of commissioner happening during the 
recess of the Senate, the duties of the commis- 
sioner shall be discharged by the acting assistant 
adjutant general of the bureau until such va- 
cancy can be filled. 

Seo. 2. That the commissioner of the bureau 
shall, on the 1st day of January next, cause 
, the said bureau to be withdrawn from the several 
States within which said bureau has acted, and 
its operations shall be discontinued. But the 
educational department of the said bureau, 
and the collection and payment of moneys 
due to soldiers, sailors, and marines, or their 
heirs, shall be continued, as now provided by 
law, until otherwise ordered by act of Congress : 
Provided, howener. That the provisions of this 
section shall not apply to any State which shall 
not, on the 1st of January next, be restored to 
its former political relations with the Govern- 
ment of the United States, and be entitled to 
representation in Congress. 

JPassed both Houses. 

Joint Besolntion exelnding from the Electoral 
College Votes of States lately in Bebellion 
which shall not have been Beorganiied. 

Resolved, <fec., That none of the States whose 
inhabitants were lately in rebellion shall be 
entitled to representation in the electoral col- 
lege for the choice of President or Vice Presi- 
dent of thff United States, nor shall any electoral 
votes be received or counted from any of such 
States, unless at the time prescribea by law 
for the choice of electors the people of such 
State, pursuant to the acts of Congress in that 
behalf, shall have, since the 4th day of March, 
1867, adopted a constitution of State govern- 
ment, under which a State covernment shall have 
been organized and shall oe in operation ; nor 
unless such election of electors shall have been 
held under the authority of such constitution 
and government, and such State shall have also 



become entitled to representation in Congress 
pursuant to the acts of Confess in that behiUf : 
Ttovided, That nothing herein contained shall be 
construed to apply to any State which was rei>re« 
sented in Congress on the 4th day of March, 1867. 

July 20 — The President sent a veto, of which 
these are the most important paragraphs : 

*' The mode and manner of receiving and count- 
ing the electoral votes for President and Vice 
President of the United States are in plain and 
simple terms prescribed by the Constitution. 
That instrument imperatively re(iuire8 that the 
President of the Senate " shall, in the presence 
of the Senate and House of Representatives, 
open all the certificates, and the votes shall then 
be counted." Congress has, therefore, no power, 
under the Constitution, to receive the electoral 
votes or reject them. The whole power is ex- 
hausted when, in the presence of the two Houses, 
the votes are counted and the result declared. 
In this respect the power and duty of the Pre- 
sident of the Senate are, under the Constitution. 
purely ministerial. When, therefore, the joint 
resolution declares that no electoral votes shall 
be received or counted from States that, since 
the 4th of March, 1867, have not " adopted a 
constitution or State government under which 
a State government shall have been organized," 
a power is assumed which is nowhere delegated 
to Congress, unless upon the assumption that 
the State governments organized prior to the 4th 
of March, 1867, were illegal and void. 

** The joint resolution, by implication at least, 
concedes that these States were States by virtue 
of their organization, prior to the 4th of March, 
1867, but denies to them the right to vote in the 
election of President and Vice President of ths 
United States. It follows either that 'this as- 
sumption of power is wholly unauthoriaed by 
the Constitution, or that the States so excluded 
from voting were out of the Union by reason oi 
the rebellion, and have never been legitimately 
restored. Being fully satisfied that they were 
never out of the Union, and that their relationt 
thereto have been legally and constitutionally 
restored, I am forced to the conclusion that the 
joint resolution which deprives them of the right 
to have their vote for President and Vice Pre- 
sident received and counted is in conflict with 
the Constitution, and that Congress has no 
more power to reject their votes than those oi 
the States which have been uniformly loyal to 
the Federal Union. 

"It is worthy of remark that if the States 
whose inhabitants were recently in rebellion 
were legally and constitutionally organized and 
restored to their rights prior to the 4m of March, 
1867, as I am satisfied they were, the only legiti- 
mate authority under which the election for 
President and Vice President can be held there- 
in must be derived from the governments insti- 
tuted before that period. 
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** It clearly follows that all the State govern- 
meDt^ organized in those States under acts 
of Congress for that purpose, and under military 
control, are illegitimate and of no validity what- 
ever ; and, in that view, the votes cast in those 
States for President and Vice President, in pur- 
suance of acts passed since the 4th of March, 
1867, and in obedience to the so-called recon- 
fitruction acts of Congress, cannot be legally re- 
ceived and counted; while the only votes in 
those States that can be legally cast and counted 
will be those cast in pursuance of the laws in 
force in the several States prior to the legislation 
by Congress upon the subject of reconstruction." 

Same day — The bill re-passed the Sehatb — 
yeas 45, nays 8, as follow : 

Yka»— Messrs. Abbott, Anthony, Cameron, Catfcell, 
Chandler, Cole, Conkling, Conness, Corbett, Cragin, 
Drake, Edmunds, Ferry, Fesaenden, Frelinghuysen, 
Harlan, Harris, Henderson, Howard, Howe, Kellogg, 
McDonald, Morean, Morrill of Maine, Morrill of Ver- 
mont, Morton, Nye, Osbom, Patterson of New Hamp- 
shire, Pomeroy, Rice, Ross, Sherman, Sprague, Stew- 
art, Sumner, Tipton, Trumbull, Van Winkle, Wade, 
Welch, Willey, Williams, Wilson, Yates— 45. 

Nats — Messrs. Buckalew, Davis, DooUttle^Hendricks, 
McOreery^ Patterson of Tennessee, Vvckers, Whyte—%. 

Same day — It passed the House — yeas 134, 
nays 36 ; and the Speaker proclaimed it to be a 
law. The fays were — 

Messrs. Adams, Archer, AxteU, Barnes, Beck, Boyden, 
Boyer, Brooks, Cory, Eldridge, Fox, Qetz, Qlossbrenner, 
Ootladay, Orover, jSdight, Holman, Hotchkiss, Johnson, 
Thomas L. Jones, Kerr, Knott, MarshaU, McCullough, 
Ifiblaek, Nicholson, Phelps, Randall, Boss, Sitgreaves, 
Stone, Taber, Lawrence a. Trmblet Van Auken, Wood, 
Woodtoard—m, _«__ 

Froelamation of President Johnson respecting 
the Batification of the XlVth Amendment by 
Florida and North Carolina, July 11, 1868. 

Whereas by an act of Congress, entitled "An 
act to admit the States of North Carolina, South 
Carolina, Louisiana, Georgia, Alabama, and 
Florida to representation in Congress," passed 
on the 25th of June, 1868, it is declared tJiat it 
is made the duty of the President within ten 
days after receiving official information of the 
ratification by the legislature of either of said 
States of a proposed amendment to the Consti- 
tution known as article XIV, to issue a procla- 
mation announcing that fact ; 

And whereas the said act seems to be pro- 
spective ; 

And whereas a j)aper, purporting to be a reso- 
lution of the Legislature of Florida, adopting 
the amendment of the Xlllth and XlVth arti- 
cles of the Constitution of the United States, 
was received at the Department of State on the 
16th of June, 1868, prior to the passage of the 
act of Congress referred to, which paper is at- 
tested by the names of Horatio Jenkins, Jr., as 
President pro tern, of the Senate, and W. W. 
Eoore as speaker of the Assembly, and of Wil- 
liam L. Apthoop as secretary of the Senate, and 
William Forsytn Bynum as clerk of the Assem- 
bly, and which paper was transmitted to the 
Secretary of State in a letter dated Executive 
Office, Tallahassee, Florida, June 10, 1868, from 
Harrison Reed, who therein signs himself Gov- 
ernor ; 

And whereas, on the 6th day of July, 1868, 
a paper was received by the President, which 
paper being addressed to the President, bears 



date of the 4th of July, 1868, and was trans- 
mitted by and under the name of W. W. Hol- 
den, who therein writes himself Governor of 
North Carolina, which paper certifies that th*^ 
said proposed amendment, known as article 
XIV, did pass the Senate and House of Repre* 
sentatives of the General Assembly of North 
Carolina on the second day of July instant, and 
is attested by the names of John H. Boner or 
Bower, as secretary of the House of Represent- 
atives, and T. A. Byrnes, as secretary of the 
Senate, and its ratification on the 4th of July, 
1868, is attested by Tod R. Caldwell as Lieuten- 
ant Governor, president of Senate, and J. W. 
Holden as speaker of House of Represent- 
atives; 

Now, therefore, be it known that I, Andrew 
Johnson, President of the United States of 
America, in compliance with and execution of 
the act of Congress aforesaid, do issue this 
proclamation, announcing the fact of the ratifica- 
tion of the said amendment by the Legislature 
of th6 State of North Carolina, in the manner 
hereinbefore set forth. 

In testimony whereof I have signed these 
presents with my hand, and have caused the 
seal of the United States to be hereto affixed. 
Done at the city of Washington, this eleventh 
day of July, in the year of our Lord 
r n one thousand eight hundred and sixty- 

LSEAL.J eigiit^ and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the ninety- 
third. Ahdbew Johkson. 
By the President : 

Wm. H. Seward, 

Secretary of State. 

Certificate of Mr. Secretary Seward respecting 
the Ratification of the Fourteenth Amend- 
ment to the Constitution, July 20, 1868. 

William H. Seward, Secretary of State of the 

United States, to all to whom these presents 

may come, greeting : 

Whereas the Congress of the United States, 
on or about the sixteenth of June, in the year 
one thousand eight hundred and sixty-six, 
passed a resolution which is in the words and 
figures following, to wit : 

[For text of XlVth Amendment, see page 68 
of Manual of 1867, or 194 of the combined Man- 
ual.] 

And whereas by the second section of the act 
of Congress, approved the twentieth of April, 
one thousand eight hundred and eighteen, enti- 
tled " An act to provide for the publication of 
the laws of the United States, and for other 
purposes," it is made the duty of the Secretary 
of State forthwith to cause any amendment to 
the Constitution of the United States, which has 
been adopted according to the provisions of the 
said Constitution, to be published in the news- 
papers authorized to promulgate the laws, with 
his certifi«ate specifying the States by which the 
same may have been adopted, and that the same 
has become valid, to all intents and purposes, 
as a part of the Constitution of the United 
States ; 

And whereas neither the act just quoted from, 
nor any other law, expressly or by conclusive 
implication, authorizes the Secretary of State t* 
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detennine and decide doabtfiil qnettions m to 
the aothenticity of the organizatioa of State 
legUlatoreB, or as to the power of any State 
legislatare to recall a preyions aot or resolution 
of ratification of any amendment proposed to 
the Constitution ; 

And whereas it appears from official docu- 
ments on file in this Department that the amend- 
ment to the Constitution of the United States, 
proposed as aforesaid, has been ratified by the 
legislatures of the States of Connecticut, New 
Hampshire, Tennessee, New Jersey, Oregon, 
Vermont, New York, Ohio, Illinois, West Vir- 
cinia, Kansas, Maine, Nevada, Missouri, In* 
uiana, Minnesota, Rhode Island, Wisconsin, 
Pennsylvania, Michigan, Massachusetts, Ne- 
braska, and Iowa; 

And whereas it further appears, from docu- 
ments on file in this Department^ that the 
amendment to the Constitution of the United 
States, proposed as aforesaid, has also been rati- 
fied by newly-constituted and newly-established 
bodies avowing themselves to be, and acting as, 
the legislatures, respectivelv, of the States of 
Arkansas, Florida, North Cfarolina, Louisiana, 
South Carolina, and Alabama ; 

And whereas it further appears from official 
documents on file in this Department that the 
legislatures of two of the States first above 
enumerated, to wit : Ohio and New Jersey, have 
since passed resolutions respectively withdraw- 
ing the consent of each ox said States to the 
aforesaid amendment ; and whereas it is deemed 
a matter of doubt and uncertainty whether such 
resolutions are not irregular, invalid, and there- 
fore ineffectual for withdrawing the consent of 
the said two States, or of either of them, to the 
i^oresaid amendment ; 

And whereas the whole number of States in 
the United States is thirty-seven, to wit: New 
Hampshire, y.<ftssachu6etts, Ehode Island, Con- 
necticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, 
South Carolina, Georgia, Vermont, Kentucky, 
Tennessee, Ohio, Louisiana, Indiana, Missis- 
sippi, Illinois, Alabama, Maine, Missouri, Ar- 
kansas, Michigan, Florida, Texas, Iowa, Wis- 
consin, Minnesota, California. Oregon, Kansas, 
West Virginia, Nevada, and Nebraska ; 

And whereas the twenty^three States first 
hereinbefore named, whose legislatures have 
ratified the said proposed amendment, and the 
six States next thereafter named, as having 
ratified the said proposed amendment by newly- 
constituted and established legislative bodies, 
together constitute three-fourths of the whole 
number of States in the United States : 

Now, therefore, be it known, that I, William 
H. Seward, Secretary of State of the United 
States, by virtue and in pursuance of the second 
section of the act of Congress, approved the 
twentieth of April, eighteen hundred and 
eighteen, hereinbefore cited, do hereby certify 
that' if the resolutions of the legislatures of 
Ohio and New Jersey ratifying the aforesaid 
amendment are to be deemed as remaining in 
full force and effect, notwithstanding the subse- 
quent resolutions of the legislatures of those 
States which purport to withdraw the consent 
•f said States from such ratification, then the 



aforasMd amendment has been ratified in the 
manner hereinbefore mentioned, and so has 
become valid, to all intents and purposes, as a 
part of the Constitution of the Unitea States. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set 

my hand, and caused the seal of the Departnient 

of State to be affixed. 

Done at the City of Washington this 20th 

day of July, in the year of our Lord 

[seal.] 1868, and of the independence of ths 

United States of America the ninety* 

third. William H. Sewabd, 

Secretary of State 

Oomevnemt BeeelntieiL of Congrefs om iho sam* 
Snbjeot, Joly 91, 1868. 

Whereas the legislatures of the States of 
Connecticut, Tennessee, New Jersey, Oregon^ 
Vermont, West Virginia, Kansas, Missouri. In- 
diana, Ohio, Illinois, Minnesota, New York, 
Wisconsin, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Michi- 
gan, Nevada, New Hampshire, Massachusetts, 
Nebraska, Maine, Iowa, Arkansas, Florida, 
North Carolina, Alabama, South Carolina, and 
Louisiana, being three-fourths and more of the 
several States of the Union, have ratified the 
fourteenth article of amendment to the Consti- 
tution of the United States, duly proposed bv 
two-thirds of each House of the Thirty-Ninth 
Congress; therefore 

Resolved by the Senate, (the Houee of Bepre* 
sentatives concurring,) Tnat said fourteenth 
article is hereby declared to be a part of the 
Constitution of the United States, and it shall 
be duly promulgated as such by the Secretary of 
State. 

July 21 — Passed the Senate without a conut , 

Same day — Passed the House — ^the resolu- 
tion — ^yeas 126, nays 32; the preamble — ^yeas 
127, nays 35. 

Georgia has ratified it since, by a majority of 
ten in the Senate, and twenty-four in the House. 

General Blair's Letter to Colonel Brodhead. 

Washingtoit, June 30, 1868. 
Colonel James 0. Beodhead. 

Deab Colonel : In reply to your inquiries, I 
beg leave to sav, that I leave to you to deter- 
mine, on consultation with my friends from Mis- 
souri, whether my name shall be presented to 
the Democratic Convention, and to submit the 
following as what I consider the real and only 
issue in this contest. 

The reconstruction policy of the Radicals will 
be complete before the next election ; the States 
so long excluded will have been admitted, ne- 
^ro suffrage established, and the carpet-baggers 
installed in their seats in both branches of Con- 
gress. There is no possibility of changing the 
political character of the Senate, even it the 
Democrats should elect their President and a 
majority of the popular branch of Consress. We 
cannot, therefore, undo the Radical plan of re- 
construction by congressional action ; the Senate 
will continue a bar to its repeal. Must we sub- 
mit to it? How can it be overthrown? It can 
only be overthrown by the aulhority of the Ex- 
ecutive, who is sworn to maintain the Conatitn- 
tion, and who will fail to do his duty if he allows 
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the Constitution to'perisli nnder a series of con- 
gressional enactments which are in palpable 
violation of its fundamental principles. 

If the President elected oy the Democracy 
enforces or permits others to enforce these reoon- 
stmction acts, the Radicals, by the accession of 
twenty spnrioos Senators ana fifty Bepresenta- 
tives, will control both branches of Congress, 
and his administration will be as powerless as 
thepresent one of Mr. Johnson. 

Tnere is but one way to restore the Govern- 
ment and the Constitution, and that is for the 
President elect to declare these acts null and 
void, compel the army to undo its usurpations at 
the 8oath, disperse the carpet- bag State govern- 
ments, allow the white people to reorganize 
their own governments, and elect Senators and 
Representatives. The House of Representatives 
win contain a majority of Democrats from the 
NorCh, and they will admit the Representatives 
elected by the white people of the South, and, 
with the co-operation of the President, it will not 
be difficult to compel the Senate to submit once 
more to the obligations of the Constitution. It 
will not be able to withstand the public judg- 
ment, if distinctly invoked and clearly expressed 
on this fundamental issue, and it is the sure way 
to avoid all future strife to put the issue plainly 
to the country. 

I repeat, that this is the real and only question 
which we should allow to control us: Shall we 
submit to the usurpations by which the Govern- 
ment has been overthrown ; or shall we exert 
ourselves for its full and complete restoration ? 
It is idle to talk of bonds, greenbacks, gold, the 
public faith, and the public credit. What can a 
Democratic President do in regard to any of 
these, with a Congress in both branches con- 
trolled by the carpet-baggers and their allies ? 
He will be powerless to stop the supplies hy 
which idle negroes are organized into politi- 
cal clubs — ^by which an army is maintained to 
protect these vagabonds in their outrages upon 
the ballot. These, and things like these, eat up 
the revenues and resources of the Government 
and destroy its credit — make the diflference be- 
tween gold and greenbacks. We must restore 
the Constitution before we can restore the 
finances, and to do this we must have a Presi- 
dent who will execute the will of the people by 
trampling into dust the usurpations of Congress 
known as the reconstruction acts. I wish to 
stand before the convention upon this issue, but 
it is one which embraces everything else that 
is of value in its large and comprehensive re- 
sults. It is the one thing that includes all that 
is worth a contest, and without it there is nothing 
that gives dignity, honor, or value to the strug- 
gle. Your friend, Feank P. Blair. 

Speeches of Horatio Seymour and Francis P. 
Blair, Jr., Accepting the Nominationi, July 10, 
1S68. 

[Prom the N. Y. World, July 11, 1868.] 

speech op govebnob seymoub. 
Mb. Chaibmah ajstd Qentlemeit op the Com- 
mittee : I thank you for the courteous terms in 
which you have communicated to me the action 
of the X)emocratic National Convention. I have 
no words adequate to express my gratitude for 



the good-will and kindness whish that body has 
shown to me. Its nomination was unsought, and 
unexpected. It was my ambition to take an 
active part, from which I am now excluded, in 
the great struggle going on for the restoration 
of good government, of peace and prosperity to 
our country. But I have been caught up by 
the whelming tide that is bearing us on to a 
gi^eat political change, and I find myself unable 
to resist its pressure. You have also given to 
me a copy of the resolutions put forth by the 
convention, showing its position upon all the 
great questions which now agitate the country. 
As the presiding officer of tnat convention, I 
am familiar witn their scope and import, and 
as one of its members, I am a party to their 
terms ; they are in accord with my views, and I 
stand upon them in the contest upon -^hich we 
are now entering ; and I shall strive to carry 
them out in future, wherever I may be placed, 
in public or private life. I congratulate you, 
ana all conservative men, who seek to restore 
order, peace, prosperity, and good government 
to our land, upon the evidences everywhere 
shown that we are to triumph at the next elec- 
tion. Those who are politically opposed to us 
flattered themselves there would be discord in 
our councils ; they mistook the uncertainties of 
our views as to the best methods of carrying out 
our purposes, for difference of opinion with regard 
to those purposes. They mistook an intense 
anxiety to do no act which should not be wise 
and iudicious, for a spirit of discord ; but during 
the lengthened proceedings and earnest discuss- 
ions of the convention there has prevailed an 
entire harmony of intercourse, a patient forbear- 
ance, and a self-sacrificing spirit, which are the 
sure tokens of a coming victory. Accept for 
yourselves, gentlemen, my wishes for your future 
welfare and happiness. In a few aays I will 
answer the communication you have just handed 
me by letter, as is the customary form. 
speech of genebal blaib. 
Mr. Chaibmau : I accept the platform of reso- 
lutions passed by the late Democratic Conven- 
tion, ana I accept their nomination with feelings 
of profound gratitude ; and, sir, I thank you for 
the very kind manner in which vou have already 
conveyed to me the decision oi the Democratic 
Convention. I accept the nomination with the 
conviction that your nomination for the Presi- 
dency is one which will carry us to certain 
victory, and because I believe that the nom- 
ination is the most proper nomination that 
could be made by the Democratic party. The 
contest which we wage is for the restoration 
of constitutional government, and it is proper 
that we should make this contest under the lead 
of one who has given his life to the maintenance 
of constitutional government. We are to make 
the contest for the restoration of those great 
principles of government which belong to our 
race. And, my fellow-citizens, it is most proper 
that we should select for our leader a man not 
from military life, but one who has devoted 
himself to civil pursuits ; who has given himself 
to the study ana the understanding of the Con- 
stitution and its maintenance with all the force 
of reason and judgment. My fellow-citizens, I 
have said that the contest be^re us was one for 
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the resloratioQ of oae government ; it is also one 
for the restoration of our race. It is to pre- 
vent the people of our race from being exiled 
from their homes— exiled from the govern- 
ment which they formed and created for them- 
selves and for their children, and to prevent 
them from being driven out of the country or 
trodden under foot by an inferior and semi- 
barbarous race. In this countrv we shall have 
the sympathy of every man who is worthy to 
belong to the white race. What civilized people 
on earth would refuse to associate with them- 
selves in all the rights and honors and dignity 
of their country such men as Lee and Johnston ? 
What civilized country on earth would fail to 
do honor to those who, fighting for an erroneous 
cause, yet distinguished themselves by gallantry 
in that service ? In that contest, for which they 
are sought to be disfranchised and to be exiled 
from their homes — in that contest, they have 
proved themselves worthy to be our peers. My 
fellow- citizens, it is not my purpose to make any 
long address, .(cries of "go on,") but simply tx) 
express my gratitude for the great and aistin- 
guished honor which has been conferred upon 
me— — 
A voice. *' You are worthy of it." 
General Blair and from my heart to reiter- 
ate the words of thanks that fell from my lips 
when I arose. 

Tlie Tunding BiU, Joly 25, 1868. 

Air Act providing for payment of the national 
debt, and for the reduction of the rate of in- 
terest thereon. 

Be it enacted, <fec.^ That the Secretary of the 
Treasury is hereby authorized to issue coupon or 
registered bonds of the United States, in such 
form as he may prescribe, and of denominations 
of one hundred dollars, or any multiple of that 
sum, redeemable in coin at tne pleasure of the 
United States after thirty and forty years, res- 
pectively, and bearing the following rates of 
yearly interest, payable semi-annually in coin, 
that is to say: The issue of bonds falling due in 



thirty years shall bear interest at four and a half 
per centum ; and bonds falling due in forty years 
shall bear interest at four per centum; which 
said bonds and the interest thereon shall be ex- 
empt from the payment of all taxes or duties to 
the United States, other than such income tax as 
may be assessed on other incomes, as well as from 
taxation in any form by or under State, muni- 
cipal, or local authority, and the said bonds shall 
be exclusively used, par for par, for the redemp- 
tion of or in exchange for an equal amount of 
any of the present outstanding bonds of the 
United States known as the five-twenty bonds, 
and may be issued to an amount, in the aggre- 
gate, sufficient to cover the principal of all such 
five- twenty bonds, and no more. 

Seo. 2. That there is hereby appropriated out 
of the duties derived from imported goods the 
sum of one hundred and thirtv-five millions of 
dollars annually, which sum, during each fiscal 
year, shaM be applied to the payment of the in- 
terest and to tne reduction of the principal of 
the public debt in such a manner as may be de- 
termined by the Secretary of the Treasury, or as 
Congress may hereafter direct ; and such reduc- 
tion shall be in lieu of the sinking fund con- 
templated by the fifth section of the act entitled 
" An act to authorize the issue of United Statei 
notes, and for the redemption or funding thereof, 
and for funding the floating debt of' the United 
States," approved February twenty-fifth, eigh- 
teen hundred and sixty-two. 

Sec. 3. That from and after the passage of this 
act no percentage, deduction, commission, or 
compensation of any amount or kind shall be 
allowed to any person for the sale, negotiation, 
redemption or exchange of any bonds or securi- 
ties of the United States, or of any coin or bullion 
disposed of at the Treasury Department or else- 
where on account of the United States ; and all 
acts or parts of acts authorizing or permitting, 
by construction or otherwise, the Secretary of 
tne Treasury to appoint any agent, other than • 
some proper officer of his department, to make 
such sale, negotiation, redemption, or exchange 
of bonds and securities are hereby repealed. 
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Alabama, orders and action of the military therein, 
5^-61; new constitution of, 67; bill for restotation 
to representation, 77, 79, 80, 81 ; representatives elect 
from, 88; election returns in, 112. 

Amnestt Pboclaxation, of partial, 82, 83; of general, 84. 

Akkansas, orders and action of the military therein, GI- 
BS; new constitution of, 67, 68; restoration to rep- 
resentation, 77,79; names of Senators and Repre- 
sentatiyes, 87,88; yote of legislature ratifying i4th 
amendment, 93. 

Articles of Iupkachuent against Akdbew Johnson, an- 
swer of, and judgment of the Senate, 6-22. 

AsHBURN, GsoBGx w., Order respecting assassination of; 
00. 

Balxdi OBs TaouBLis OF 1866, and Greneral Grant's record 
upon, 37, 45, 46. 

Bbalb, \V. H. R., application for pardon, 41, 46. 

Blair, Francis P., jr„ nomination and acceptance, for 
Vice President, 107; letter to Colonel Brodhead, 
120 ; speech of, 121. 

BROwmNG, Orvills H., Secretary of Interior, 87; letter 
o^ on General Grant, 29. 

Butler, Benjamin F., amendment to reconstruction 
bill, 78. 

Cabinet of President Johnson, members of, 87. 

Canbt, E. R. S., Major General, orders of and respect- 
ing, 68, 85. 

Chandler, Zaghabiah, motion on Mr. Stanton's remoyal, 
3. 

Chase, Salmon P., Chief Justice, oath as presiding oflS- 
cer at impeachment trial, 11; motions proposing 
thanks to, 90, 108; vote for nomination for Presi- 
dent, 111. 

Colfax, Schittler, Speaker of House, 87 ; nominated for 
Vice President and acceptance, 106. 

Colored Soldiers, General Grant's letter on protecting, 
35. 

Colored Suffrage, secured in State constitutions, 93, 94. 

Conklino, Rosooe, m6tion respecting Alabama, 81. 

Constitution of the United States, votes of legisla- 
tures on 14th amendment to, 93 ; ratification of 14th 
amendment. 119. 

Conventions, National, of Republican and Democratic 
parties, platforms, and acceptance of candidates 
of; 96-10^ 104-108. 

Corbett, Henry W., motion respecting Mr. Stanton's 
suspension, 3. 

Pedt, amount of, of United States. 114. 

Democratic National Platforms oi 1852, 1866, 1860, and 
1864, 96-104; of 1868, 107, and vote for President in, 

District of Columbia, bill for the ftirther seouriiy of 
equal rights in, 91. 

Dixon, James, amendment to resolution on Mr. Stan- 
ton's removal, 2. 

DooLiTTLE, James R., amendment to reconstruction bill, 
78; vote for nomination for President, 111. 

Drake, Charles D., motion respecting Mr. Stanton's 
removal, 3 ; amendment to Arkansas bill, 77. 

Edmunds, George F., rei^olution on removal of Mr. Stan- 
ton, 2; on confirming General Schofield. 4. 

Electoral College of 1864 and vote in, 112 ; of 1868, 118 ; 
act respecting, veto of, and re-passage. 119. 

EwiNO, Thomas, jr., proposed resolution of, at Soldiers 
and Sailor's Convention, 109 ; vote for nomination 
for President, 111. 

Exchange of Prisoners, General Grant's testimony 
upon, 36. 

Parnsworth, John P., motion respecting Florida, 81. 

Female Suffrage, vote upon, in Kansas, 93. 

Ferrt, Orris S., amendment to the Arkansas bill. 80. 

Field, Stephen F., vote for nomination for President, 
111. 

Financial Legislation, (6.20*8, 10.40'8, "greenbacks,** 
Ac,) 94. 

FrvB-TwENTT Bonds, act authorizing, 94. 

Florida, orders and action of military therein, 69-61; 
new constitution of, 68-69; restoration to represen- 
tation, 77,81; Senators and Representatives from, 
87, 88; vote of legislature on 14th amendment, 93. 

FoBOiT, Jomr Vf^ resigned as Secretary of Senate, 87. 



Foster J.G., General, General Grant's order to, respect- 
ing order 44, 48; report of, note, 49. 

Fourteenth Constitutional Amendment, votes of legisla- 
tures on ratifying, 92, 93; certificate of Mr. Seward 
respecting, 119; concurrent resolution of Congresa 
upon, 120. 

Frxedmsn's Bureau, bill to continue, and whole expen- 
ses of; 89; additional bill, 118. 

Fkblinghutsen, Frederick T., motion respecting Gren- 
eral S«hofield's confirmation, 4. 

Funding Bill, the, 122. 

Georgia, orders and action of the military in, 69-61; 
new constitution of, 70; restoration to representa- 
tion, 77 ; Representatives elect firom, 88; ratification 
of 14th amendment, 120. 

Gorham, George C, Secretary of the Senate, 87. 

Grant, Ulysses S., General, Letters of, to Secretary 
Stanton and President Johnson on taking the War 
Department ad interim, 1, 2 ; to and from President 
Johnson on retiring therefrom, 22-33 ; on removing 
Sheridan and Stanton, 46-48; to Hon. E. B. Wash- 
bume on slavery and reconstruction, 34 : to Hon. I. 
N. Morris on being a candidate for political office, 
36 ; on results of '^peace on any terms," and filling 
the armies, 35; on protecting colored soldiers, 36; 
on going toMexico, 36 ; on Baltimore troubles of 
1866, 37; on martial law in Texas, 38 ; on order 44, 
48; to Generals Foster, Sheridan, Pope, Meade, 
Ord, and Governor Throckmorton, respecting re- 
construction matters, 48-54; accepting nomination 
for President, 105. 

Grant, Ulysses S., Orders of, respecting return of slaves 
from camps, 33 ; use of colored persons in the armv, 
33; orgamzationof negro regiments, 34; establish- 
ment and control of camps for freedmeuj 34; ordera 
and telegrams respecting reconstruction, 48-54: 
forbidding the reappointment of removed civil 
officers, 54; telegram to General Buchanan, 66. 

Grant, Ulysses S., report as Secretary of War ad in- 
terim, on condition of rebel States, 64-66; terms of 
Lee's surrender, views upon, 39. 

Grant, Ulysses S., testimony of, on exchange of pris- 
oners. 36; on reconstruction, 38-46: on Baltimore 
troubles of 1866, 45, 46; on application of Lee and 
others for amnesty, 41-45. 

"Greenbacks," law limiting amount of; 96. 

Griffin, Charles, General, jury order of; 63; order 
respecting, 84. 

Hancock, Winfield S., orders respecting, 4&-48, 84, 86; 
orders of, in fifth military district, 64, 66; vote for 
nomination for President, 111. 

Henderson, John B., motion respecting General Scho- 
field's confirmation, 4: amendment to Arkansas 
bill, 79 ; motion proposing thanks to Chief Justice 
Chase, 90. 

Hendricks, Thomas A.^ amendment to Arkansas bill, 79; 
vote for nomination for President, 111. 

HoLDEN, William W., caU o^ for meeting of legislature 
of North Carolina, 69. 

Humphreys, Benjamin G., Gotemor of Mississippi, pro- 
clamation of, 62 ; removal of, 63. 

Impeachment of Andrew Johnson, the various votes upon. 
In House and Senate, 4r-22. 

Jenkins, Charles J., Governor, threatened removal of, 
61; actual removal, 60. 

JoBvsoN, Andrew, Cabinet of; 87. 

Johnson, Andrew. Letters of— To Secretary Stanton 
requesting his resignation. 1 ; aptpointing General 
Grant Secretary of War ad interim, 1 ; appointing 
Lorenzo Thomas Secretary of War ad interim, ; to 
and from General Grant respecting the latter's 
withdrawal from the War Oflace. 22-38. 

Johnson, Andrew, Message announcing the removal of 
Secretary Stanton, 2; veto of electoral college bllL 
118, 119. 

Johnson, Andrew, proposed impeachment of, rotes in 
House and Senate upon, articles of; and answer, 

4r-22. 

Johnson, Andrew, Orders and Proclamations of— Sus- 

6 ending Secretary Stanton and designating General 
rant)l; remoying Secretary Stanton, 6; appointing 
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General Thomas Seoretanr of War ad interim^ 6; 
to Genera] Grant respecting Secretary Stanton's 
orders, 94 ; respectinK Baltimore troubles of 1866, 
87; respecting Sheriaan. Thomas, Hancock, 46-48, 
86; proclamation erOoining obedience to the Con- 
stitution and the laws, 82; extending full pardon 
to certain persons engaged in the rebellion, 82, 83 ; 
general amnesty, 84; respecting the transaction of 
public business, 84: correcting an error of date in 
previous proclamation, 84; orders referring to re- 
construction, 46-48, 86, 86; establishing anew mili- 
tary division. 86; proclamation respecting the rati- 
fication of 14th amendment by Florida and North 
Carolina, 110. 

JoEirsoN, Andbiw, TmoKAM or, to ex-Gor. Parsons, of 
Alabama, on ratification of 14th amendment, note, 
92. 4 

Kahsab, votes on oonstltutional amendments, 94. 

Lu, BoBKBT E., GuncRAi^ action of General Grant on 
application for benefit of amnesty, 41-45. 

•*L«oal-Tend«e8," act authorizing the, 86. 

LncooLN, AmtAHAM, vote for President In 1864, 112. 

lost OP Mkmbibs or FoaTORH Conoriss, Sboohd Sissioir, 
87,88. 

LouiBXAHA. orders and action of military in, 63-65; new 
constitution of, 69, 70; restoration to representa- 
tion, 77; rejpresentatives elect from, 88. 

Martial Law, General Grant on declaring, in Texas, 
38 ; General Sheridan's report on subiect, notCf 38. 

Habtland, new constitution of 66 : provision respecting 
payment for slaves by United States. 66. 

McCnjoxAN, GeoboiB., vote for President in 1864, 112. 

McDowKLL. lavnr, Gxnsbai., order removing Governor 
Humphreys, of Mississippi, 63; order respecting, 
85, 86 ; order assigning to and relieving from com- 
mand of fourth military district, 86; action of, 63. 

McPhebson, Edward, Clerk of House, 87. 

MxADs, Georox G.,G>irRRAi., telegrams to and from Gen. 
Grant 63, 64; removal of Gov. Jenkins, of Georgia, 
60; telegram on test-oath, 60; order assigning, 86. 

Mexico, Creneral Grant and the proposed mission to, 36. 

MicHioAif, vote on constitutional amendments, 93. 

MiLiTART Divisioif or THB Atlahtic, Order establishing, 86. 

MnjTART Rkoonstruotion Acts, orders thereunder, 56-66, 
85,86. 

MncvESOTA, vote on constitutional amendment, 94. 

Mississippi, orders and action of military in, 61-63; re- 
moval of Gov. Humphreys, 63; new constitution 
of, 74. 

Nahoital PLATrORMI of 1852, 1856, 1860, 1864, 96-104; of 
1868, 112. 

New Hampshire, election returns of. 112. 

New Jerset, vote of legislature on withdrawing ratifica- 
tion of 14th amendment, 93. 

New Yorx, new constitution of, 66. 

North Carouna, orders and action of the military in, 
57-69; new constitution of, 72; restoration to rep- 
resentation, 77; Bepresentatives elect from, 88; 
vote of legislature on ratifying 14th amendment, 93. 

Ohio, vote of legislature of 1868 on withdrawing the 
ratification of the 14th amendment 93; votes on 
proposed amendment to State constitution. 93. 

Ord, Edward O. C, Mf^or General, assignment of, to 
and from the command of fourth military district, 
85; orders of, in fourth military district, 61-63. 

Order No. 44, facts concerning, 48. 

Orders, Miutart, 46-48, 85, 86. 

OREGOir, election returns of 1868, 112. 

Parsoxs, Lewis E., President Johnson*s telegram to, 
note. 92. 

Pease, £. M., appointed governor of Texas, 63. 

PEiTNSTiVAinA, eloction returns, 112. 

PiOKsvr, GxoROR E., General, application for clemency, 
41,45. 

PnRpoiNT, Fravcxs H., superseded as Governor of Vir- 
ginia, 57. 

PoUTiOAL Plattorms of 1852, 1856, 1860, 1864, 96-104; of 
1868, 104-108. 

Pope, John, M%j or (General, telegrams to and from Grant, 
50-53 ; orders and action of, in third military dis- 
trict,59; order relieving, 86. 

PROCLAMATIOlf S AND ORDBRSOPPRXSIDElfT JOHNSON, 82-86, 119. 

Public Debt or United States, amount of, 114 
Bandall, Alexander W., Postmaster General, 87; leir 

ter of, on General Grant, 29. 
BicoNBTRucnoN, General Grant*s views upon, 34, 38-46; 

President Johnson's orders referring to, 85, 86, 119. 

SlOONSTRUOTION MEASURES, SUPPLllfBNTAL, 75-77; OrdOTS 

referring to, 56-66, 85, 86. 



RBnunorTATim nr Fortdrh Ooireuss, 87, 88. 

Brprbsrntation or iNsuRRBcnoNAmT Stars, bills prescrib- 
ing terms of, 76-77. 

BiPUBUCAN National pLATroiio of 1866, 1860, and 1864, 
96-104; of 1868, 104. 

Rhode Islaitd, election returns, 112. 

SoHonxLD, John M., General, confirmatioh ol^ as Secre* 
tary of War, 4; action of, in Virginia, 66, 67. 

ScHURX, Carl, resolutions of, at Chicago convention,106. 

SiWARD, WiLLiAif H., Secretanr of State, 87; letter oft on 
General Grant, 30; certificate of adoption of four-! 
teenth amendment, 119. 

Srtmour, Horatio, nominated for President, 111 ; speech 
on aotepting, 121. 

Shsridan, Philip H^ General, report on condition of 
Texas, note, 38; letters and orders on removal of; 
46-48, 85; orders and telegrams of and to, on recon- 
struction, 48-50: order relie vine, 85. 

Sherman, John, motion respecting Georgia, 80. 

Sherman, Wiluam T., General, telegram decliningbrevet^ 
86. 

SiOKLis, Daniel E., General, orders and action in second 
military district, 57; order relieving, 86. 

Slavery and Bxoonstruotion, General Grant*s views on, 
33,38-44. 

South Carolina, orders and action of military in, 40-44, 
57-59; action on military reconstruction bill, 57-59; 
new constitution of, 72, 73; re^tration ana votes 
in, on convention, 62; on constitution, see table on 
registration, Ac; restoration to representation, 77; 
Bepresentatives elect from, 88. 

Spaldino, Rupus p., resolution of inquiry, 5; substitute 
for Alabama bill, 79. 

Stanbxrt, Henry, Attorney General, 87; of President's 
counsel, 11; rejected on re-nominatipn, 87. 

Stanton, Edwin M., Secretary of War, 87 ; request for 
resignation of, and reply, 1 ; order of suspensioiL 
and Senate vote upon, 1. 2; order removing, and 
Senate vote upon, 2, 3; letters to General Grant 
and to President Johnson. 1. 2; letter announcing 
that he had "relinquished charge'* of the War De- 
partment, and order to General Townsend, 3 ; Pres- 
ident Johnson's order respecting orders of; 21; 
General Grant's letter to President Johnson on 
removal of, 46-48 ; vote of thanks to, 90 ; of censure 
of, 108. 

Stivsns, Thaddbub, report on impeachment, 5, 6. 

Stewart, Wiluam M., motion respecting General Scho- 
field's confirmation. 4. 

SurrRAQE. in the various rebel States, 67-74: votes on 
constitutional amendments in various States, 93. 

Supplemental Reconstruction Measures, 75-77. 

Supreme Court op United States, proposed legislation 
respecting, 90. 

SwATNE, Waosr, General, orders of, 59: order relie?- 
ing, 86. 

Ten-Forty Bonds, act authorizing the, 94. 

Texas, resolutions of convention of, 66; important mil* 
itaryorderin,96. 

Thomas, George H., Mijor General, various orders re- 
specting, 46, 47, 85; telegram of^ declining brcTet, 
88. 

Thomas, Loreneo, General, letter of authority as Sec- 
retary of War ad tnterim, 6; acceptance of, 3. 

Throckmorton, J. W., Governor, General Grant's tele- 
gram to, 60; removal of, 03. 

Townsend, E. D., General, order of Secretary Stanton 
to, 4. 

Trumbull, Lyman, motion respecting Alabama,lBl. 

Virginia, orders and action of military in, 56, 67; ap* 
pointmentof Henry H. Wells as governor, 57; new 
constitution of, 73. 

Welles, Gideon, Secretary of the Navy, 87; letter ol, on 
General Grant, 30. 

Wells, Henry H., appointed governor of Virginia, 57. 

Wmo National Platporm of 1852, 97. 

WiLLBY, Waitman T., motiou on confirming General 
Schofield, 4. 

Williams, Gsorgr H., motion respecting certain conr 
stltutions, 80, 81. 

Williams. Thomas, proposition respecting Supreme 
Court, 90. , 

Wilson, Henry, motion respecting Secretary Stanton s 
removal, 3 ; motion respecting Alabaima, 80; vote o^ 
for Vice President, 106. 

WooDBRiDGs, Frederick E» motion respecting Alabama, 
80. ^ , 

Tins, Richard, motion respecting Secretary Stanton s 
removal, 3. 
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